
Sheboygan North Catholic Parishes 

Pastoral Council Meeting in Dominican Hall 

Minutes 4-22-19 

 

 

Present:  Father Gideon Buya, Jeanne Bitkers, Brad Bulkow, Tom Clarke, 

Mary Dalhaimer, Rosa Flores, Laura Graney, Mary Greeneway, Steve Heun, 

Don Holmes, Vince Karls, Michele Konrad, Kym Leibham, Kate Nienhius, Mary 

Petrie, Jeremy Rauwerdink, Bea Van Geffen  

 

Guest: Tom Dinolfo 

 

Excused:  Father Matthew Widder, Vern Baus, Rhonda Fouts, Jane Kautzer, 

Joe Leonhard and Steve Scharrer  

 

Chairperson Jeanne Bitkers called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

 

Prior to recitation of the opening prayer, SNCP Pastoral Council members 

read our Mission Statement. 

 

Opening Prayer: Steve Heun 

 

Consent Agenda: Don Holmes asked that a correction be made to the March 

25, 2019 meeting minutes in reference to the number of SC parishioners 

that are being sought to join the SNCP Pastoral Council in fiscal year 2019-

20. The correct number is three, not two. Kym Leibham noted that a few 

statements in the April 15, 2019 Stewardship Committee Meeting Minutes 

were not accurate -– 1) In paragraph #1 – Opening – the statement that 

reads, “Kym also noted that the Pastoral Council is embarking on some data 

analysis with regard to parishioners and participation on committees”, is not 

accurate. Kym shared a request with Jeanne Bitkers (SNCP Pastoral Council 

Chair) regarding the use of data analysis. Jeanne’s response was that it could 

be considered in the formation of the upcoming (2019-20) goals, and 2) In 

paragraph #2 – Administrative Reports – the statement that reads, “They 

divided into groups and attempted to view the bulletin as current members, 

prospective members, or new members”, is not accurate. The words “new 

members” should be replaced with the word, “visitors”. The remainder of the 

consent agenda was approved. 
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Financial reports have been received by SD Council members. SC reports are 

forthcoming. At HNJ, the Finance Committee has received the financial 

reports thus far; report to be shared with Council members in the near 

future. It was noted that the SD financial reports include Mass counts. A 

discussion ensued regarding what data was reflected in this number. 

Presently, the Mass count is a head count only; no demographics are 

collected.  

 

Pastors’ Reports: 

 

Father Matthew is on retreat. 

 

Fr. Gideon recently found out that his new assignment will be that of 

Administrator for Our Lady of the Lakes in Random Lake and Divine Savior in 

Fredonia. An announcement was made at our SNCP this past weekend (Easter 

Masses). This information will also be shared via an article in next weekend’s 

SNCP bulletin. Our new Associate Pastor will be Fr. Norberto Sandoval. Fr. 

Sandoval is presently the Associate Pastor at St. Roman and St. Charles 

Borromeo, in Milwaukee.  

 

Director of Administrative Services Report: 

 

A part-time Maintenance Supervisor has been hired at SD, to replace Dave 

Leonhard. His name is John Jordan. A new full-time Bookkeeper/Office 

Manager has been hired. Her name is Lori Woelfel. She will start on April 

25th. The recent hiring of our new Bookkeeper/Office Manager, should 

remove the financial duties from Mary Petrie and Laura TeWinkle, letting 

them focus on administrative pastoral duties.  

 

Old Business: 

 

1) Council Goal/Communications – Website 

Kym Leibham is spearheading this new committee, which is comprised 

of approximately 12 members. The priorities of this group are being 

shared with our SNCP Leadership Team. HNJ/SC have a good website 

thus far; hope to incorporate SD. Some members of this committee 
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will meet with Justin, from Sun Graphics on April 30th.  Potentially, it 

may be beneficial to form a Technology Committee to deal with items 

such as photos and social media. In terms of the future, the website 

has to have the capability of functioning on a smart phone.  

 

2) Council Goal/Communications – Bulletin 

Work on this project will be placed on hold, until the website is “up 

and going”. If you still have the worksheets (yellow) from last month, 

please turn them in to Jeanne Bitkers (Chair). 

 

3) Discussion Update/Pastoral Council Members’ Goals/Action Steps 

(Welcoming/Sacraments/Outreach) 

Each SNCP Pastoral Council member was asked to participate in one of 

the three workgroups (Welcoming, Sacraments or Outreach) to 

further develop goals and action steps of each of these initiatives. 

Each workgroup was asked to determine a short term goal(s) that we 

could accomplish by June 30th. 

 

4) 2019-2020 Plan/Communications 

We will be looking at establishing biannual SNCP Pastoral 

Council/Committee Chair and Liaison meetings in order to foster 

better communication, make sure that we are “on the same page” as 

far as goals are concerned, and try to work better together—

presenting a united front. Meetings will tentatively be scheduled for 

October 2019 and April 2020.  

 

New Business: 

 

1) New Pastoral Council Members Discernment Process – Don Holmes. 

Presently, the committee consists of two people -- Jeremy Rauwerdink 

and Don. It would be great, if a few more SNCP Pastoral Council 

members would assist with this task. Jeremy has agreed to speak 

before the SC parishioners, to try and recruit new members. An 

article will also be drafted for inclusion within our SNCP bulletin. 

Ideally, potential new SNCP Pastoral Council members will be 

identified by the end of May 2019. 
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2) Coming Events: 

 

- Farewell Social for Fr. Gideon. An ice cream social will be held on 

June 13th from 4:30 PM to 7:00 PM at SC – Dominican Hall. Please 

join us to bid Fr. Gideon a fond farewell! 

 

- The New Evangelization Summit will be held on May 4, 2019 at St. 

John the Baptist in Plymouth. The event will be live-streamed from 

Ottawa, Canada. There is no fee to attend, but registration is 

required. SNCP Pastoral Council members were given business type 

cards that were developed to promote this event and asked to 

disseminate them widely to their network of contacts. 

 

- Steve Heun briefly addressed the “Saturday Institute for Lay 

Ministers” – a program that looks at the development of lay leaders 

through formation that integrates theology, scripture, spirituality, 

and ministry. Classes will be held on six Saturdays in the Fall of 

2019 and another six Saturdays in the Spring of 2020, at Cardinal 

Stritch University. Handouts (containing more detailed 

information) were available for SNCP Pastoral Council members to 

take along, if desired.  

 

- Steve Heun also briefly addressed the possibility of bringing in 

Matthew Kelly or Dr. Allen Hunt, from Dynamic Catholic, for a 

presentation entitled, “Passion and Purpose for Marriage”. Maybe 

this is something that we could offer our SNCP parishioners during 

Lent 2020? For more information on this topic, please visit the 

Dynamic Catholic website at: www.DynamicCatholic.com. It was 

suggested that this topic should be a future agenda item. 

 

Next Meeting: May 20th at St. Clement Parish/Dominican Hall @ 6:30 PM. 

 

Reports for the Consent Agenda are due by May 15th. Please send to 

laura9326@charter.net. 

 

http://www.dynamiccatholic.com/
mailto:laura9326@charter.net
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Closing Prayer: Mary Petrie led us in a closing prayer. Meeting adjourned at 

8:08 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Laura Graney, recording secretary 

 

 

 


