
SAINT EDWARD PARISH 
 

Guidelines for Lectors  Revised, February 2018 AD 

Guidelines for Lectors 

 
My Brothers and Sisters in our Lord Jesus Christ, 

 

The following contains a few guidelines for the proper exercise of the role of Lector.  It is my 

hope that these protocols will aid in the recruitment and training of new Lectors, while also 

assisting those who have served at the Holy Mass here at Saint Edward for many years.  Please 

review these guidelines and begin to implement them in your service.   

 

1. Please be sure to come when you are scheduled to serve.  It is best to arrive at least 10 

minutes before Mass (preferably 15 minutes), so as to review any changes with the 

Celebrant.  If you cannot attend Mass on the date you are scheduled, I kindly ask that you 

find a replacement. 

 

2. Please dress in an appropriate manner for Holy Mass.  If your attire is not befitting the 

dignity of the celebration, please reconsider your service that day. 

 

3. Please review and practice your readings ahead of time.  You may find readings online or 

through other resources.  The Parish will assist you in acquiring resources, if needed. 

 

4. If you have a question about the readings for the day, please consult the Celebrant. 

 

5. You will find the Lectionary w/the Scripture readings of the day and the Prayers of the 

Faithful in the Sacristy before Mass.  Please review these items and take them to the Ambo 

before the start of Mass. 

 

6. We will only use the Book of the Gospels if a Deacon is present for Mass. 

 

7. Lectors should sit with the Congregation at a distance close to the Sanctuary. 

 

8. Approach the Sanctuary for the reading of the Scripture after the Celebrant concludes the 

Collect (the Opening Prayer) and depart with the conclusion of the Second Reading.   

 

9. Approach the Sanctuary again for the Prayers of the Faithful during the final verse of the 

Creed and depart again after the Celebrant has finished the concluding prayer and the 

congregation has said “Amen.” 

 

10. It is the Lector’s responsibility to recite the Responsorial Palm, if the choir is not present, or 

if the Celebrant communicates other arrangements before Mass. 

 

11. When entering the Sanctuary, approach the center of the main Nave and stop at the bottom 

step of the Sanctuary.  Please make a Profound Bow (from the waist), rise, and enter the 

Sanctuary.  Turn towards the Ambo and take your place for the reading of the Scripture or 

the Prayers of the Faithful.  When leaving the Sanctuary, exit again from the center of the 

main Nave, turn towards the Altar, and make a Profound Bow before returning to your seat in 

the Congregation. 
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12. Please annunciate and read in a clear voice, at a good pace and towards the microphone.  

Your faithful reading of the Scriptures is vital.  Take a pause of two or three seconds between 

the announcement of the reading, the text itself, and “The word of the Lord” at the end. There 

is no need to rush through the readings. 

 

13. When at the Ambo, it is important to be sincere and direct but please DO NOT over 

dramatize or needlessly exaggerate the contents of the readings.  The Scriptures will 

communicate their own importance as they are the Word of God. 

 

14. If a Deacon is present at Mass: 

 

A. The Lector should close the Lectionary and move it under the Ambo.  (Otherwise, if a 

Deacon is not present, leave the Lectionary on top of the Ambo and open for the 

proclamation of the Gospel.) 

 

B. The Deacon will read the Prayers of the Faithful.   

 

Thank you for your service to God and His Holy Church!  Your assistance as Lector is a great 

help to our parish.  If you have any questions, please contact me personally or through email 

(hsettle@stedwardky.org).  With every prayer and blessing, I remain,  

 

Yours in Christ, 

Father Harry A. Settle, Jr. 
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