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ASCENSION CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
2950 N. Harbor City Blvd., Melbourne, FL 32935 

Tel. 321-254-1595 -Fax 321-255-3490 
www.ascensioncatholic.net 

ASCENSION CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
www.ascensioncatholicsch.org 

U.S. Department of Education  
School of Excellence 

Pre-Kindergarten through Eighth Grade 
 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
Religious Education  

Pre-K3– Gr. 3 Tuesdays, 2:00-3:30pm 
Pre-K3– Gr. 6 Tuesdays, 4:00 - 5:15 p.m. 

Pre-K3– Gr. 6 Wednesdays, 4:00 - 5:15 p.m. 
Gr. 1-6 Wednesdays, 6:15 - 7:30 p.m. 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Ascension Catholic Life Teen  

Sundays 6:45-8:30pm 
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Open after all weekend Masses 

As a good steward of the Lord’s blessings, please remember to consider  
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SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass 
4:30 pm 

Sunday Masses 
                   7:30 am 

                     9:30 a.m.    
                 11:30 am  

5:30 pm 
(Contemporary Music) 

 

Weekday Masses 
Monday-Friday:  7:30 am 

Sat. 9:00 am  
 

 Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: 3:15-4:25   

Wednesday: 5:00 pm 
(or by appointment) 
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Reflecting on today’s Gospel, Fr. Denis McBride, CSSR, 
writes: 
 

Making your presence felt 
     In 1919 the people of Plymouth voted in their new 
member of parliament. The new M.P. was born in the 
United States, but this was not the reason why the major-
ity of the British parliament was antagonistic towards its 
new member. The M.P. was a woman, Nancy Astor, the 
first woman to gain a seat in the House of Commons. 
Since Lady Astor believed in making her presence felt in 
the House of Commons, she regularly interrupted other 
speakers -  particularly on the rights of women. When 
rebuked for her constant interventions, she protested that 
she had been listening for hours before interrupting.       
A colleague whispered to her: “Yes, Nancy, we’ve all 
heard you listening.” 
     In today’s Gospel we heard a pagan woman listening 
to Jesus and we saw how she made her presence felt. She 
comes across as one of the most attractive characters 
in the pages of the Gospel: a mother who is tormented 
by the torment of her daughter, a woman who takes 
to the streets to make her plea to Jesus, who refuses 
to take his silence for the last word, who organizes a 
one-woman protest in the path of these runaway men. 
She is the only person in the Gospels who has the wit to 
outwit Jesus. And in the end, she gets what she wants. 
 

To heal or not to heal 
     Jesus withdraws from Jewish territory and crosses 
into the region of Tyre and Sidon, present-day southern   
Lebanon. He is escaping from his opponents who are 
exasperated at the way he allows his disciples to break 
with the tradition of the Jewish elders, ignoring the laws 
about clean and unclean. If Jesus is trying to escape from 
this problem, he is heading for a large disappointment: 
he comes face to face with the same question in larger 
form. A pagan woman comes to him, hoping that he will 
have mercy on her and heal her daughter. Matthew calls 

her a Canaanite—the name given to the older inhabitants 
of Israel who were dispossessed by the Hebrews. This 
woman symbolizes all those who are regarded as unclean 
by Jesus’ own people. Will Jesus fraternize with her or 
not? 
     The silence of Jesus suggests a refusal to minister to 
this woman’s needs. This is how the disciples interpret 
it, and they plead with Jesus to do them a favour by   
getting rid of this mobile nuisance who is screaming  
after them. Jesus explains his exclusive mission: he is 
sent only to the lost sheep of the House of Israel. This 
woman, therefore, is not his problem. She is outside the 
territory of his pastoral concern. 
     The woman, however, has no intention of bowing to 
these theological niceties which  leave her out in the cold 
and abandon her daughter to a life of torment. She stops 
Jesus in his tracks by kneeling at his feet. “Lord,” she 
says, “help me.” Jesus responds by telling a harsh      
parable, one which voices his own people’s traditional 
attitude to the likes of this woman. “It is not right to 
take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 
Only Jews have a right to be treated as “children” of 
God; the Gentiles, like this woman, are “dogs.” 
     The woman is not diverted by this offensive rebuff; 
rather than getting into a scrap about Jewish-pagan    
relations, she hangs on to the reason why she is there. 
She tells Jesus that even the dogs can eat the scraps that 
fall from the master’s table. The scraps from the table      
become dog food. And this woman kneeling at the feet 
of Jesus lets it be known that she will be satisfied with 
dog food. In her response she has outwitted Jesus in a 
way that none of his learned opponents ever managed, 
and he has the grace to give in. The woman gets what 
she came for; her daughter is healed. 
 

Going to the dogs 
     Only twice in the Gospels does Jesus leave Jewish 
territory. Although his attitude to the Gentile woman 
seems out of keeping with the way he normally relates in 
the gospel stories, it probably does reflect strict Jewish-
Christian thinking in the early Church. All the first 
Christians were Jews, many of whom still regarded  
Gentiles as unclean. In the Acts of the Apostles we learn 
that even Peter had to be converted to a new attitude.   
As he admits to his first Gentile converts:     
 

You know it is forbidden for Jews to mix with 
people of another race and to visit them, but God 
has made it clear to me that I must not call anyone 
profane or unclean. (10:28) 

 

     At first, the Christian community at Jerusalem had no 
mission to the Gentiles. Nobody went to the “dogs,” as 
they were called. But Paul comes on the scene as the 
apostle who rejoices in the fact that his vocation is to go 

 The Persistent Woman Who Outwits Jesus after 
He Calls Her a Dog 

 Kate Bowler Talks about Prosperity, Suffering 
and the Pandemic 
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to the dogs. He himself was a strict Pharisee, and he too 
has had to be converted from his attitude to non-Jews. 
He leads by his example when he spearheads the early 
Church’s mission to the Gentiles. Paul sets the example 
for the whole Christian Church. If we believe that Christ 
died for everyone, then no one is a dog. No one should 
be excluded from the all-embracing reach of God’s love. 
     And that is why the Canaanite woman in the Gospel 
is so important for all of us. She is the teacher of the 
servants of God. Through her demand for attention and 
dignity, the voice of God questions us all. 
 

(Used with permission granted by Dominican Publications, 
www.dominicanpublications.com. New Sunday and Holy Day     
Liturgies, By Flor McCarthy.) 

 
The Prosperity Gospel, 
Suffering and the      
Pandemic 

 

The following interview 
of Kate Bowler, a Profes-
sor at Duke Divinity 
School, appeared in the 

July 2020 edition of U.S. Catholic magazine. 
 

     When a megachurch popped up on the outskirts 
of Kate Bowler’s town, she didn’t understand why her 
friends were drawn to its worship. Over time, she       
discovered that the church preached a message of     
providence popular everywhere and among almost every             
demographic. 
     Bowler devoted years to extensive research across 
the United States and Canada on what she would come 
to learn was called the American prosperity gospel—the 
idea that you will have abundant health, wealth, and 
happiness if you put the right kind of faith in God.        
If your faith isn’t strong enough, according to this   
mindset, then you deserve the bad things that befall you. 
     At age 35, Bowler, now an associate professor at 
Duke Divinity School, had landed a tenure-track     
teaching position, married, and given birth to a son. By 
any prosperity preacher’s standards, she was blessed. 
Then she was diagnosed with stage 4 cancer. While  
never considering herself a believer in the prosperity 
gospel, this experience made her realize how deeply  
engrained the idea of a divine reward system is in  
American mentalities. 
     Bowler chronicles her experience of navigating    
intense suffering and the people who try to explain it in 
her New York Times bestselling memoir, Everything 
Happens for a Reason: And Other Lies I’ve Loved
(Random House). She also hosts a podcast,                

Everything Happens, where she explores how to speak 
about suffering. 
 

What makes the prosperity gospel specifically  
American? 
 

     It developed in the United States based on some very 
American theories, including the unlimited potentiality 
of every person. The United States is a country of      
tremendous optimism regarding human potential.      
The prosperity gospel also grew out of American beliefs 
in the power of the mind. In the late 19th century,      
developing theories about the mind’s power eventually 
merged into religious and nonreligious cultural expres-
sions: If we begin to think and pray in a certain way,   
we can actually align ourselves with God’s will and 
draw in health, wealth, and happiness. So as much as the 
prosperity gospel is a version of a Christian story,       
it’s also a version of an American story about how all 
Americans hope that they have everything they need in 
order to not just survive but thrive. 
 

How would someone who ascribes to the American 
prosperity gospel interpret the COVID-19            
pandemic? 
 

     I think the overall framework for COVID-19, like 
that of any tragedy, is that it’s a test of faith. It’s an     
opportunity for believers to exercise control over their 
circumstances. In the face of sickness or poverty or 
whatever the obstacle is, people who believe in the   
prosperity gospel see it as a believer’s duty to pray and 
speak against any tragedy and reassert spiritual control 
over the situation. Right now on social media, prosperity 
preachers are demonstrating this mindset in more or less 
extreme ways. 
     For example, Kenneth Copeland is an example of a 
more supernatural way of interpreting the prosperity 
gospel. Copeland and his wife, Gloria, are two of the 
most famous televangelists in the world. They’re on 
President Donald Trump’s Faith and Culture Advisory 
Committee, an advisory board of evangelical leaders. 
They dominate late-night televangelism. There are viral 
videos of Copeland rebuking COVID-19 in the name of 
the Lord and performing a kind of spiritual exorcism on 
the virus. 
     That’s a very common reaction within this tradition: 
to say that something—anything from hurricanes to  
illness to poverty—is a spiritual problem that demands a 
spiritual solution. It’s in believers’ wheelhouses to speak 
against these problems, pray against them, and defeat 
them. 
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     A more common prosperity gospel response is that  
of Joel Osteen, America’s most famous prosperity 
preacher. His response is that nothing is going to stop 
God’s faithful people. Put a smile on your face and do 
your best:  you have it in you to overcome COVID-19. 
     If the supernatural version is hard prosperity, then the 
Osteen version is what I call soft prosperity: it’s less   
supernatural. It sounds more therapeutic. It’s all about 
increasing your self-esteem and your own personal      
resourcefulness. 
     But despite their differences, both approaches have a 
similar answer to the problem of COVID-19, which is 
that in the end you will always come out on top, because 
God would never let the faithful suffer. And if they      
suffer, it will not be for long. It’s very reassuring, but 
it’s also incredibly punitive for people who find that 
their lives come apart and they can’t put them back   
together. 
 

What alternatives does Christianity offer 
for interpreting the COVID-19 pandemic? 
 

     The prosperity gospel offers an answer to suffering, 
but in my experience the richest strains in the Christian 
tradition do not try to meet suffering with an answer. 

     One of my favorite things about the Book of Job is 
that the people who rush in with answers are rebuked. 
Then at the end God says, “Where were you when I laid 
the foundation of the earth?” (38:4). I like to think God 
says that line in a sarcastic voice. 

     There are other ways of confronting suffering. We 
don’t have to try to use suffering to understand why evil 
exists or whether evil tells us something about God or 
ourselves. Christianity offers a framework that tries to 
help us get past these responses. 

     Dorothy Day is someone I find incredibly inspiring 
on this topic, because she doesn’t try to meet suffering 
with anything other than to say that this is the human 
condition and that we are living inside of precarity—
anything we have can be given or taken away. 

     Day’s solution is to not imagine that we can escape 
our circumstances but instead to learn to live beautifully 
inside of them. Everything she experienced—poverty, 
structural and racial injustice, and more—she never   
described as anything for which Christianity had an    
escape button. 

     I find traditions like hers to be deeply rich right now. 
They don’t offer a solution but do offer the promise of 
God’s presence and of community inside of suffering. 
 

Without reasons for suffering, does suffering 
matter at all? 

     Yes, I do believe it has meaning. For instance, ever 
since I started having to live inside of chronic fear and 
with a chronic illness, I find each day brighter, more 
intense, more beautiful. When we know we count our 
hours, we count them differently. Suffering makes us 
start running the math of our lives differently, and there 
are some real gifts inside of that. 

     But it’s hard to talk about experiencing suffering as a 
gift, because people usually try to run an equation with 
that: They want me, or any suffering person, to say that 
the suffering is worth it. By that logic, if the suffering 
isn’t better than not suffering, then it’s not worth       
anything at all. 

     I can guarantee you that most Americans’ lives will 
not be better due to COVID-19, not in the next year, 
maybe not in the next five years. That doesn’t mean that 
this time can’t still be good, beautiful, or meaningful. 
It’s just hard because you can’t pronounce that some-
body else feels a certain way about this pandemic. 

     I think that we’re promised God’s presence in times 
of great suffering. That’s the gift of the Holy Spirit, and 
it’s not an abstract gift. If you are suffering, God is right 
there and more real to you than ever before. To me, this 
is a great time for the Great Comforter, a metaphor for 
God that I wasn’t as into before I started needing it so 
much. 
 

What have you found to be some more helpful or 
true things than phrases like “Everything happens 
for a reason” or “It’s all part of God’s plan”? 

      Normally I would say to just show up and shut up. 
But now we can’t show up. This is a struggle in our  
current time, because normally I would say that the gift 
of presence is one of the best things you can give to 
someone who is hurting. We don’t really need one    
another to rush in with answers so much as we need the 
gift of one another. 

     The problem is that it’s totally mediated now. We’re 
all stuck behind glass, and that’s already how people 
who are suffering feel. Finding ways to break through 
that glass with presence is key. For instance, my parents 
have a friend who’s in hospice right now. They can’t 
visit him, so they sent an old-school iPod full of music 
they knew he would love. They can’t touch him, but he 
can listen to each song they chose for him. These little, 
deliberate things can help people feel your presence. 
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People also need stuff that cuts through the noise. If you 
have a kid, you know exactly how they make themselves 
known. They interrupt time. I spent one morning making 
dragons and wolves out of tin foil. Kids know how to 
allow randomness to work in their favor. I don’t know 
when we stop having that skill, but I lost it a while ago. 
People really need one another’s gifts right now. I know 
it’s really hard to find ways to offer those little gifts to 
other people, because people are impaired in so many 
ways. 
 

How do you typically respond to people who say 
things like “Everything happens for a reason”? 

     I know I’m supposed to say people mean well and 
you should be generous toward them, but I don’t always 
think that people mean well. I think people who use these 
phrases are saying what makes them feel the safest. 
They’re usually trying to understand why something  
happened to you and not them, and that is fundamentally 
cruel. It is theology played out on the backs of suffering 
people. I hate it. How we talk about suffering people and 
how we explain suffering matters. 

      Other than that, people mean well. People don’t   
usually know what to say, but I really want us as a cul-
ture to find better language, especially now. During the 
current COVID-19 pandemic, there will be no difference 
between the deserving and the undeserving, other than 
some people are lucky and some people are sheltered, 
and some people are not victims of structural inequality. 
 

In one of your recent podcast episodes, you told your 
guest that she was good at dealing with terrible 
things.  What does that mean? 
 

     The woman I was talking to, Nora McInerny, knows 
when things are unfair, and she’ll reflect back the injus-
tice of it, which feels so good when you’re on the other 
side of it. If something bad happens to you, you want 
your friend to be like, “That’s not fair. I can’t believe this 
happened to you. I hate this for you.” All of those things 
are perfect things to say. 

     She’s also generous. She’ll ask: What can I do? Do 
you need food? Should we bury this body? Stuff like 
that. She has a high tolerance for how bad things get. 
That’s another quality I like in people who’ve endured 
either chronic suffering or chronic fear. If you said, “And 
then I was burned by acid and then my house burned 
down,” these people wouldn’t spend the rest of the    
conversation making you feel like an alien for your    
suffering. They just accept it. That is A-game suffering 
solidarity right there. 

What are some coping strategies for people affected 
by COVID-19? 

     Accept that you feel terrible, because it is terrible. 
Our culture offers us few resources to be honest, and 
your honesty is a beautiful thing. You’re allowed to feel 
afraid. You’re allowed to name how ridiculous it is. The 
culture of toxic positivity is not allowed to tell you that 
your fears are unfounded. Acknowledgment is key. 

     Have people around you who help you manage your 
fear. I have a friend who helps me decide what the    
scariest thing is and where I should simmer down. Have 
your own inner circle of people you can call to help you 
decide how to manage the things that legitimately are 
unmanageable. 

     Find agency inside of things you can’t control. When 
I wake up in the morning, I try to do a little battery 
check: How much do I have to give? Sometimes my   
battery is very low. I have chronic pain, so sometimes 
my body is just killing me, and I might not be able to get 
to an appointment. Sometimes parenting means that         
I don’t do a single bit of work and I feel overwhelmed. 
Check your batteries, because we’re all living in these 
ecologies where they’re never all going to go up any-
more. If you charge one thing, other things 
will go down. 

     Finally, be honest about what your resources are and 
then try to figure out “What’s the best gift I can give  
today?” For some people, it’s not a lot. For others, it’s 
not being too snippy with your kid or your significant 
other or maybe calling your elderly relative. You give 
the gift, but then you figure out when you’re done and 
shut it down. Go take a nap. That ending point is going 
to get earlier and earlier for most people. That’s fine: 
Shut it down.  
 

(Copyright © 2020 Precarity, Prosperity and a Pandemic an inter-
view with Kate Bowler by Editors of U.S. Catholic, July 2020 issue 
of U.S. Catholic (Vol 85, No. 7, pages 32-35) Chicago, Illinois. All 
rights reserved. Used with Permission.) 
 
 
 
Have a blessed week, 
 
 
 
 
 
tobin2@live.com 
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Next Sunday’s Readings 
August 23, 2020 A 

 

Twenty-First Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

 

 Isaiah 22:19-23  
Psalm 138:1-3, 6, 8 
Romans 11:33-36  

Matthew 16:13-20 
 

Relate an experience when you  
were a “rock” of strength for  

another person. 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

     

      Ascension Catholic  
             Life Teen  

 

Life Teen and Edge  
 

          Keep an eye on our Facebook/
Instagram for additional information and 
special virtual events at Ascension       
Catholic Teens. 

 

Life Teen-High School Teens 
 

Summit Bible Study every Tuesday at 
7:00pm. All graduated 8th graders—
graduated seniors are welcome! 

 

Edge - 7th and 8th Grade Teens 
 

Edge: Summit Bible Study for all those 
entering 7th & 8th grade! 

 

Questions about Youth Ministry?  
Contact Cara Giuliano, Director of Youth 
Ministry, or  Anna Nagy, Associate Youth 

Minister, EDGE program at 
ascensioncatholicteens@gmail.com  

 
 

See Summer 2020 Information 

 

Ascension Catholic 
School  

Mission Statement 
 

Ascension Catholic School is committed 
to maintaining a Catholic Community of 
companions on the journey toward        
academic excellence, global service and 
lifelong learning. We live this out by 
showing respect to all people, by being 
responsible for our actions, by showing 
reverence, and by making right choices. 
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Join Father Eamon for Small Christian Community 
 

“Having listened to God’s Word and to others’ reflections on it, we take a quiet moment          
to reflect on what we are hearing God say to us. Our response is what we bring to  

Eucharist on Sunday, asking Jesus to help us respond as he asks of us.”   
– Father Eamon  

 

            Monday evenings beginning August 24, 6:30 – 7:30 pm, Parish Hall 
Masks and social distance required 

      Call Laura to reserve your place:  (321) 254-1595 ext. 3067 
 

“This is the way. What happens in SCCs is what happened with Jesus’ disciples. 
Jesus never intended us to walk this journey alone.   

He established a small Christian community 
with his apostles showing us the way to do the same.”   

– Father Eamon  
 
 

Missing our Church Family?   
Come Zoom With Us And 

Father Eamon!!!  
 

 We proclaim the Sunday Mass readings 
 We read Fr. Eamon’s Commentary to  
 understand 
 We discuss what it means to us in our lives 
 We pray for each other, our parish,            
 the world 
 We focus on God—and it’s so very good! 

 
 

To join the  ZOOM?  Get your password! 
 
 

Call or email today for your password:  
ldodson@ascensioncatholicsch.org or 254-1595 ext. 3067 

 

Wednesday, August 19, at 7:00pm 
 

Come ZOOM with us or watch on YouTube 
Parish website:  https://www.ascensioncatholic.net/   

- click on Ascension Catholic Media 
—Or Parish Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/ACCMelbourne 

 

Prefer an afternoon?  Come ZOOM with us… 
Join Leigh Osgood-Barry on Wednesday afternoons at 1:00pm on ZOOM!   

Call or email for your password:  
(321) 254-1595 ext. 3067 or ldodson@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
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Knitting With Faith 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 

A group of Ascension Cath-
olic  knitters  and crocheters 

meet in Wickham Park in the big pavilion at 9am 
on Thursday mornings. We provide knitted and 
crocheted prayer shawls for anyone who is in 
need of comfort during a crisis, illness, or any 
trying time, especially in this time of isolation. If 
you feel lonely, need comfort and support or 
something to hold onto, let us know. We lovingly 
knit or crochet prayers into every row of the 
shawls for your comfort and wellbeing. The 
shawls are blessed by the priest before distribu-
tion. 
 

If you or someone you love is in need of a prayer 
shawl for any reason, please call Carol at 330-
806-8928 or Linda at 315-729-3478 and arrange-
ments will be made to get a shawl to you. W e 
invite you to meet us, pray with us, or join us. 

 

ROSARY-MAKING MINISTRY 
 

We are unable to hold meetings right now due to the pandemic 
but we need to continue making rosaries and not get discour-
aged. I would like for all current members of the Rosary  Minis-
try  to  continue  making  rosaries.  When  you have 
rosaries made, please contact me at (321)537-9168 or  
michidavis@cfl.rr.com so we can arrange a time and 
place to meet to give me the rosaries. If any other  
parishioners want to find out more about this ministry, 
you are welcome to contact me, Michi Davis, at the 
above telephone number or email address. 

 

Covid-19 got you down? 
Wanting to talk? 

 

Call the Listen Line! 
 

Parishioner Anne Seims knows the gift of having some-
one really listen. She is coordinating a team of Loving 
Listeners to take your calls.  
 

If you’d like to chat, or if you’d like to volunteer to listen, 
call Anne at 321-720-5211, Kate Midden at 321-610-8210 
or Martha Heaton 1-559-972-0808. 

 

Neither Anne, Kate nor any of her volunteers are  
therapists or counselors —   

they are people with loving hearts,  
willing and able to listen. 

Monsignor Martin B. Power  
Council 14573 

 

The Knights of Columbus is open to all Catholic 
gentlemen 18 and older. We have dedicated men of all ages 
who help meet the Knights’ mission of helping those in need 
and our Parish. Some members participate much less than 
others because of family and job pressures. We can use 
your help as little as once per year. 

 

Grand Knight Rob Light @ 321-626-9641 
Deputy Grand Knight Eddy Merlet @ 954-882-3687 
Membership Director John Miller @ 321-794-6620 

 

Ladies Auxiliary K of C  
 

We invite all ladies of the parish who have some 
affiliation with a Knight in any council, living or 

deceased, to join us. Our mission is to support the Knights 
in Council #14573. 
 

For membership information, please contact 
Ginny Reeder at 978-460-1972 
Kris Webster at 321-914-7813 

 

HOLY HOUR 
 

     Weekly Holy Hour, every  
Wednesday, 5:00-6:00 pm in   

  the main Church  
There will also be an  

opportunity for reconciliation  
during that time. 

 

Adults (age 18 and older)  
interested in receiving the  
sacrament of Confirmation   

are invited to a  
preparation class,  

Saturday, September 19. 
Please contact Deacon Chris for more  

information and to register for the  
preparation class, either by phone at  

321-242-8003 or by email at 
cmeehan@ascensioncatholicsch.org.  
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Deacon Candidates 
Ralph Turingan 

And  
Phil Warwick, 

(see left) 
 

Ascension  
Parishioners, 
were installed  

into the  
Ministry of  Lector 
by Bishop Noonan 

on  
Saturday, 

August 8, 2020 
 

Continue to keep 
Ralph and Phil 
 in your prayers.  

Pray The Rosary With Your Parish Family! 

 

Join Father Eamon every Sunday night at 7:00 pm. 
 

This Sunday, Father Eamon will pray the Sorrowful Mysteries, focusing on the prayer of petition,   
with the Walden Family:  Chris, Debbie, Grace and Erin.  We will gather virtually, 

quiet ourselves, and pray the Rosary to prepare for the busy-ness of the week ahead. 
 

Join Father Eamon by phone, computer or tablet via our parish website: 
https://www.ascensioncatholic.net/.  Click on Ascension Catholic Media 

or Parish Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/ACCMelbourne. 
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 2020 Candidate Questionnaire Project:  What’s a Catholic voter to do?  
 

Catholic faithful are urged to choose their political leaders according to principle, not party     
affiliation or mere self-interest. To help parishioners become informed on where candidates 
stand on key issues, the Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops has polled candidates running 
for the U.S. Congress and the Florida Legislature. To see how candidates appearing on the 
August 18 Primary Election / November 3 General Election ballot responded to the   
questionnaire, visit www.flaccb.org/cqp.  



Page 11                                  TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME A    August 16, 2020 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mon. 7:30 am  †   Thomas W. Ciambrone 
    †   Chuck Mathey 
Tues  7:30am   †   Joe Greenough 
    †   Jim Warwick  
Wed  7:30am  †   Teresita Escobar 
    †   Nolasco Damian 
Thur. 7:30am  †   Joyce Brinkley 
    †   Mary Walsh  
Fri. 7:30am  †   Johanna Tobin 
    †   Mary Boyd  
Sat.  9:00am  †   Deceased member of  
            Ladies of Hibernians 
    †   Marie T. Dougherty 
 4:30pm  People of the Parish 
Sun. 7:30 am   †   Lois Cooksey 
    †   Allyson Riley 
 9:30 am  †   Don Foy 
    †   Arthur Blanchard 
          11:30 am  †   George & Janet Binns 
    †   Dania Toro 
 5:30pm  †   Peter Tuoi Nguyen 
    †   Dick Cross 

 

Week beginning Monday, August 17, 2020 
and ending Sunday, August 23, 2020 

 
 

Al & Marie Odorizzi 66 years Aug   21 
Fernando & Maria Dominicis 63 years Aug   18 
Larry & Jeanie Beyer 59 years Aug   19 
Charlie & Joanne Davies 51 years Aug   16 
Robert & Shirley Holby 45 years Aug   16 
Kevin & Marian Dunn 45 years Aug   16 
Dan & Teresa Romano 32 years Aug   17 
Thomas & Wendy Billhartz 30 years Aug   18 
Jonathan & Leslie Selage 30 years Aug   18 

Wedding Anniversaries 

Greg Grasso, Betty Elko, Claire Grasso, Mia Moore, 
Carmelia Navarretta, Peggy McKelvey, Cathi Hurd, 
Ted Stoner, Betsy Coradine, CVNS, Joan Barco, Rose 
Struzinski, Mary Laird, John Kelly, Jim Eisenmann, 
Laurie Chatman, Marge Pearsall, Terri Sills, K.J. 
Baker, Richard Furstenburg, Amanda Oudwa, Janice 

Roberson, Robert Hinnant, Mary Ellen Ritter, Maureen Kurtz, 
Theo Reaves, Leo Shumaker, Mary Ann Shumaker, Shirley Mattai, 
John DeStefon, Thomas Horan, Margie Boozer, Bill Porzio, Wayne 
Fogel, Anthony Tynes, John Hemel, John Thorstad, Joan Cantwell, 
Tim Durkin, Art Coridine, Steve Weinhold, Leslie Selage, Werner 
Schulz, Justine Miller, Patrick Kenny, AJ Johnson, Marion Sampi-
eri, Ron St. Clair, Fr. Mike DiRenzo, Elisa Fernandez, Eric Farrell, 
Frank Cavaliere, Rose Cavaliere, Jim Thorstad, Traci Wood, 
Frances Moberly, Joey Tauper, Sarah Morawa, John Brower, John 
Loft, Adrienne Matteucci, Rewa Donley, Ted Stoner, Donna 
Dillard, Charlotte Balchunis, Rita Stanley, Sean Stanley, Devin 
Scott 

Please pray for those in the nursing homes. 
 

Pray for our Armed Forces Personnel here & overseas 
Joseph Marci, Robert Crowl, Bryan Calenda, David Barlow,  Dylan 
Traver, Marty Martinez, Jonathan Martinez, Bryan Satterwhite, 
John Kinsora, Josh Grier, Robert Grover, Rory O’Connor, Shane 
O’Connor, Alex Ritner, Kyle Mimbs, Kristin Agresta,  Andrew 
Nemethy, Lance Freeberg, Theresa Mavity, Matthew Hammond, 
Daniel Amulong, Dr. Jerry Higman,  Margaret-Anne Sytxma, Matt 
Maurer USAF, Daniel Sosa, Ray Romano, Matthew Cavalcante, 
Chad Bloomstine, Logan Solio, Nick Owens, Nicholas Jon 
DeDominici, Benjamin Fredrick DeDominici, Reece Sampieri, 
Andrew Conklin 

Why Pray? The “foreigners” as Isaiah calls them, the Gentiles” as 
Paul calls them, or the “Canaanites” as Matthew calls them are called to 
worship the one true God in prayer. As we listen to today’s readings, 
perhaps we are tempted to ask: Why pray? The question is rhetorical; it is 
tantamount to asking why should friends talk to one another or people in 
love kiss one another. Prayer is a way of relating to God, a way of talking 
to God. The apostles had the opportunity to talk to Jesus in the flesh. We 
have the opportunity to talk to Jesus Christ in prayer. Our relationship 
with him must be enthusiastic; it cannot be faint-hearted. John Donne, a 
fifteenth-century poet, knew what the qualities of good prayer were. 
Donne asks God to treat him differently from most Christians. The poet 
does not want God to merely “knock, breathe, shine, and seek to mend,” 
but also to “break, blow, burn, and make me new” (Holy Sonnets, XIV). It 
takes a dynamic faith on our part to come to God in prayer. As Jesus 
once said, “Knock and the door will be opened to you” (Matt 7:7). It may 
take pounding the door down, but if we are as persistent as the woman in 
today’s Gospel, the results will follow. 



Joseph Stevens and Sons
Florida’s Premier Home Painting and Restoration Experts
Popcorn Removal • Knockdown Texture • Drywall Repair
Exterior House Painting • Interior Painting • Orange Peel

Sparkle/Glitter • Water Damage Repair
Brevard County – 321.984.8091

Indian River County – 772.569.0200 
Palm Beach County – 561.745.1336

St. Lucie County & Martin County – 772.871.5702
www.popcornremoved.com

~ Family Owned ~
Serving Florida 

Since 1970

AND MORE

HEARING Dept.

321.727.2020 ext.4058
502 E. New Haven Avenue | Melbourne

FREE HEARING TEST
PPaarriisshhiioonneerrss  rreecceeiivvee  $$550000  ooffff  
22  yyeeaarr  IInntteerreesstt  FFrreeee  FFiinnaanncciinngg
WAX REMOVAL • FREE TRIAL

JODI 
FOSTER
HAS, BC-HIS

Helping those who were in an accident.
I will prepare and settle your insurance accident claim

with the insurance companies.

Jessica Rose Mayer, J.D. • 772-209-2689
“Blessings of Godly love, peace and kindness” • Brevard Resident

JARED B. MOYLES, DPM KYLE J. MOYLES, MD, MBA
Downtown Melbourne
1515 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Melbourne, FL 32901
(321) 723-3500

Palm Bay
590 Malabar Rd. SE #5
Palm Bay, FL 32907
(321) 417-0822

2010 W. Eau Gallie Blvd., Ste. 104
Melbourne, FL 32935

(321) 500-4263

Alumni, parishioners, and parents of students serving your feet, hands, and home.

514065 Ascension Church (C)

Brownlie - Maxwell
Funeral Service

Since 1915
Melbourne, Florida

321-723-2345
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R & R Roofing
of Brevard, Inc.

Reroofs & All Repairs
Leaks My Specialty!
Vinyl & Aluminum

Soffit & Fascia
Senior Discount

Lic. & Ins.
Parishioner/HNJ

259-3731

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Chad R. Reddick, DMD, MS
Specialist in Orthodontics

www.melbourneorthodontics.com
Offices in Melbourne and Indian Harbour Beach

321.254.5232

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

DDrr..  MMiikkee  MMaaccKKaayy
Pediatric Dentistry

taking care of smiles from infants through teens
448811  NN..  HHaarrbboorr  CCiittyy  BBllvvdd..,,  SSttee..  110022 225544--77447744

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

321-722-3337 www.tropicalsmiles.com
418 E. New Haven Ave., Melbourne, FL 32901

*FORMER OFFICE OF DR. AMY ADDINGTON*

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂



Noreen & Bill Goldsmith
Parishioners

1749 Wickham Rd.
Melbourne, FL 32935

321-255-3785
E A S T  COA S T  P LU M B I N G  CO. I N C .

Serving Brevard County Families and Businesses for over 40 years

321.724.5588
Certified, Licensed and Insured

www.eastcoastplumbingcoinc.com

Our Family Serving Yours
Family Owned & Operated Since 1978

Pre-Arranged Funerals • Out of State Funerals & Transportation
We Honor All Pre-need Arrangements

Our 2 Locations
5400 Village Dr., Viera, FL 32955 • 321-635-1973

101 North Brevard Ave., Cocoa Beach, FL 32931 • 321-784-0117www.beckmanwilliamson.com

Our attorneys are devoted to injury and insurance issues
Christian Lindbaek - Parishioner (321) 729-1444

www.BREVARDJUSTICE.com

(321)727-2542
Air Conditioning and Heating

(321)727-2542
HNJ Parishioners Since 1976 

LICENSED TO CHILL®

www.weather-engineers.com Free Estimates for New Systems

$20 OFF
Service
Repairs

Great Style &

Great Prices!
CUSTOM OPTIONS • EXPERT INSTALLATION

• PLANTATION SHUTTERS • PORCH SHADES • DRAPERIES
• VERTICAL BLINDS • WOODEN BLINDS • & MORE

7954 N. Wickham Rd., Suite #118, Melbourne, FL 32940
(Corner of Baytree and Wickham Rd.) 321-752-7288
Call For Your FREE In-Home Consultation & Estimate

Become a Hospice Volunteer 
Join Us in Service to Our Mission of:
Uplifting Lives. Uplifting Each Other.

Uplifting Our Community.

For more information
(321) 269-4240
HospiceOfStFrancis.com

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

SINCE
1982

KENDALL
AUTOMOTIVE CENTER

Your Complete 
Auto-Truck Repair 

& Tire Service

www.KendallAutomotive.com

Parishioner’s Choice

321-727-0110
3100 W. New Haven Ave.
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AFAA
Air-Conditioning
Honesty and Value

Repairs • Sales • Installs

561-371-5303Lic.#CAC-1816765
& Insured 

• Cataracts • Glaucoma
• Laser • Diabetes
• Pediatric • and More

FREDERICK HO, MD
Voted One of the Top Doctors &
Ophthalmologists In America

321.757.7272
8040 N. Wickham Road

Parishioners Choice • State of the Art Surgery
www.AtlanticEyeMD.com

• Repairs performed on premise
(Most repairs completed in 3 days)

• Two goldsmiths on premise
• AGS Certified Appraiser

• GIA Graduate Gemologist
Next to TJ Maxx & Ulta

2304 Remi Drive Ste. #103 • Viera, FL 32940
(321) 215-2222 • www.gennajewelers.com

Parish Family • Parishioner

THE DIAMOND PROFESSIONALS

Drs. Gerald Bird & Jay Johnson
Board Certified Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgeons

Offices: Cacoa & Melbourne
321-631-7000

Dental Implants   
Removal of Impacted Teeth

Oral Biopsies       
Reconstructive Surgery

wwwDrsBirdandJohnson.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Parishioner

FREE Delivery
We Welcome Express Script Customers

321-242-2440
M-F: 10AM-6PM F 321-242-2125
SAT: 10AM-1PM The Nelson Family 2176 Sarno Rd #120

Your Senior Care Specialists
Serving Brevard County since 1996

Homemakers • Companions
General Assistance

Free-in-home Assessment

All CAREgivers are screened,
licensed, bonded & insured

When Seniors

need help!

We put the CARE

in CAREgiving!

Melbourne • 255-0107

Parishioner

Classic Wood Flooring
Serving Brevard Since 1971

www.classicwoodflooring.com
3115 Aspinwall Ave.

(Next to Florida Today)
Julie Moren-Herndon ~ Parishioner

253-8847

Blue Sky
Painting

Tile & Stucco
No Jobs too Big or too Small

Pressure Washing
Bathroom Remodels

Stone & Tile Specialist
Additions • Patches

Int/Ext Paint • Whole House
Rich Hogarth, Parishioner

Bill Sullivan
Office: 259-8626
Cell: 480-9293



Monica McKune, Broker Associate
Parishioner/School Parent

Our Family Helping Yours!
Contact Us For All Your Real Estate Needs!

Monica@McKuneRealty.com
321.794.7253

www.McKuneRealty.comDownload My Mobile App!
Text KW273ULi9 To 87778

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL FALA-SE PORTUGUES

& CREMATION SERVICES
Owned & Operated by

the Vieira Family
“Our Family Serving Yours”

Two Serving Locations
West

4999 N. Wickham Road,
Melbourne/Suntree, FL 32940 

321-751-6012
East

1689 S. Patrick Drive, Indian
Harbour Beach, FL 32937 

321-777-4640
www.beachfuneralhome.com

$10OFF WITH MENTION OF AD
SALES & SERVICE
Owned and Operated by the
Mooney Family Since 1980

321.727.0101
www.bandbairconditioning.com

Air Conditioning
and Heating

Masters Law
772.770.9777
321.394.8816

“Keep Your House in Order”
Adoption • Custody • Support • DCF • Wills

Melbourne Office - House Calls

Randol Tracy Masters
masterslawoffice@aol.com
www.masterslawoffice.com

Family Promise of Brevard works to
empower families experiencing
homelessness to reclaim and
maintain their independence.

To help support or learn more about us, please visit us at www.familypromiseofbrevard.org

Dr. Liz White  Parishioner, School Parent
7155 Murrell Road | Suite 101

Melbourne, FL 32940
Phone: 321.723.4663

www.harborcityhearing.com

Attorney at Law
RAYMONDA CHAKHTOURA, ESQUIRE

Wills, Trusts, Social Security Disability & Family Law
730 E. Strawbridge Avenue, Suite 208

Melbourne, FL 32901
321-327-3707 raymonda@chakhtouralaw.com

514065 Ascension Church (A)

PALM BAY ALUMINUM 
Since 1977

Screen Rooms, Mobile Home Additions
Pool Enclosures, Room Additions

Vinyl & Glass Windows
725-5444

Cristina Babilonia
School Parent / Parishioner

Call / Text: (321) 591-8237
Email: cristinababilonia525@gmail.com

www.SearchHomesInBrevard.com

...be home be happy!

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!
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KKIIMM’’SS  TTAAIILLOORRIINNGG
Alterations & Dry Cleaning

920 W. New Haven Ave. 
Melbourne • 768-8700

411 5th Ave • Indialantic • 768-1493

THOMAS C. TEATHER, M.D.
Adult & Pediatric Ophthalmology

Medicare         Health First
242-2026

1478 Highland Ave., Suite A
Historic Eau Gallie Parishioner 

ECOR Lawn Spray
& Pest Control
254-0930

ecorpestcontrol.com
Mike & Lisa Garoust

Parishioners
School Parents

DR. ANNE M GREGAS
Board Certified Optometrist

• Custom Glasses & Contacts
• Glaucoma, Diabetes, Dry Eye

Medicare, Health First & VSP

3200 N. Wickham Rd.
321-253-3550 Parishioner

Eric Ponce, Agent
2240 N. Wickham Rd.
Melbourne, FL 32935
Bus: 321-773-7500

PO45151   4/04        eric.ponce.cp6g@statefarm.com
Parishioner of

Our Lady of Lourdes

Dave Mastro
AIR & HEAT INC.

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
“We charge by the job, not by the hour!”

777-2664
PARISHIONER - HNJ CAC 058617

• Wills • Trusts • Estate Planning
Free Consultation
(321) 600-4989

Kmurtha@murthalaw.us
Discount to Parishioners

Kevin M. Murtha, Esq.
Attorney at Law

Margaret
Nemethy
APRN

Nancy
Silva
APRN

Certified Pediatric Nurse Practitioners
PARISHIONERS

321.724.5437
Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

PEDSINBREVARD.COM
1755 W. Hibiscus Blvd., Melbourne, FL 32901

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.

David Curri, Broker/Owner
321.890.9911

davidcurri.com
dcurriteam@myckhome.com
325 Fifth Ave., Indialantic
Downtown Eau Gallie Arts District

It is the way we serve others that our greatness is felt.

HAIR
STYLIST
29 Years Experience

Virginia Price
PARISHIONER

2255 N. Wickham Rd.
Melbourne

321.302.0551
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