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tion and Ascension, coming of the Holy Spirit, and beginning of the Church. All of these events happened within a
community. Gradually, they were seen as events in which
God revealed himself to his people and invited them to
enter into a covenant relationship with him.
Oral tradition. The second stage in the formation of the
Bible is called oral tradition. Through it, the memory and
the meaning of the saving events were transmitted from
one generation to another. Story-telling, poems, songs and
rituals were all part of oral tradition.

Introduction to the Bible
 How the Bible Came To Be


In the beginning was the Word
and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.…
And the Word became flesh
and made his dwelling among us. (John 1:1, 14)
This holy synod…exhorts all the Christian faithful…
to learn “the surpassing knowledge of Jesus
Christ” (Phil. 3:8) by frequent reading of the divine
Scriptures. “Ignorance of the Scripture is ignorance
1
of Christ” (St. Jerome) (Dei Verbum 25).

This article contains information on:
 How the Bible Came To Be
 Meaning of the Terms Revelation, Inspiration,

Inerrancy and Canon

 Why Catholic Bibles have Seven Extra Books
 Catholic Approach to Biblical Interpretation
 Inner Unity of the Bible

Small Library of Books
The word “bible” comes from the Greek word tabiblia
meaning “The Books.” So while the Bible is, in a real
sense, only one book, it is, in another real sense, a small
library of 73 books written by different authors, using very
different writing styles, and composed over a span of
almost a thousand years in three different languages:
Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek. The Old Testament contains
books written from the tenth century BC to the second
century BC. The 27 books of the New Testament were
written between 40AD and 110AD. Despite the rich diversity of the Bible, the 73 very different pieces of literature
are deeply connected by the story of God’s love for Israel
and the Church.
How the Bible Came To Be
The Bible, as we have it today, is the result of a five-step
process which we will now describe briefly.
Saving events. The Bible grew out of a series of saving
events during which God entered human history. Some of
these key events include the Call of Abraham, Exodus,
Sinai Covenant, Entrance into the Promised Land, Establishment of a Monarchy in Israel, Babylonian Exile,
Return of the Exiles, Rededication of the Temple, coming
of Jesus, his preaching and miracles, his death, Resurrec-

We may wonder about the accuracy of oral tradition. How
do we know that the stories told and retold were faithfully
transmitted? Oral tradition is reliable because it is the
product of the community. Thus, for example, if a child in
the early Christian community prayed: “Our Father, who
art in heaven, Harold be thy name,” such a mistake would
not be passed on because the community would correct it.
Written tradition. Eventually, parts of the oral tradition
were written down in a variety of ways: stories, sayings,
poems, songs and narratives. But the fact that some things
started to be written down did not mean that oral tradition
ceased. It didn’t. Both continued side by side.
Edited tradition. This stage involved gathering together
pieces of the oral and written traditions and formulating
them in such a way that they spoke to the lives of the
people who lived during the period when the editing
process occurred.
Canonical tradition. This is the process by which some
sacred writings became a book of the Bible, while some
did not. More on this later.
One other point to note is the fact that the Bible was first
divided into chapters in the early part of the thirteenth
century by Stephen Langton. Division into verses was
introduced by a printer, Robert Estienne, in 1551. So if we
made a reference to “John 3:16” prior to the twelfth century, people would not know what we were talking about.

Four Important Terms: Revela on, Inspira on,
Inerrancy and Canon
When we begin to study the Bible, four very important
words or terms that we will come across frequently are
revelation, inspiration, inerrancy and canon. These four
terms give the Bible its special authority. We will now
look at each of these terms as they apply to the Bible.
Revelation. The term “revelation” refers to God’s desire
to reveal himself to us and invite us into friendship with
him. The Catechism of the Catholic Church (51) states: It
pleased God, in his goodness and wisdom, to reveal himself and to make known the mystery of his will. His will
was that people should have access to the Father, through
Christ, the Word made flesh, in the Holy Spirit, and thus
2
become sharers in the divine nature.
Divine inspiration. The word “inspiration” is used rather
loosely today. We speak of poetic and artistic inspiration
and inspired speeches and sermons. What is meant by
biblical inspiration? “Inspiration” comes from the Latin
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word inspirare which means “to breathe upon” or “Godbreathed.” The Catechism of the Catholic Church states
that biblical inspiration is an action of God upon human
authors to write only what God wants written. When St.
Paul says that “all Scripture is inspired by God” (2Tim 3:16)
he means that these sacred writings have been breathed
into by God, in-spirited by God, are the product of the
breath or spirit of God.
Inspiration does not mean “verbal dictation,” God whispering into the ear of the human author telling him what to
write. The human authors were most likely unaware that
they were being inspired. Sometime later, the faith community came to recognize certain writings as the inspired
word of God.
The human author wrote freely, as any human author
would, in the style and idiom of his own time, using literary forms and images that would be familiar to the audience of that time. Yet, all the while the human author was
freely writing, he was writing only what God wanted written. Being inspired did not remove the author’s human
limitations when he was writing. (As we read the books of
the Bible, we will see that some writers are more skilled
than others.) Neither did inspiration remove inaccurate
information that the human author had regarding history or
geography.
In his book, Set My Exiles Free, Fr. John Power writes:
“At the incarnation Mary is over-shadowed by the power
of the Most high; in inspiration the writer is overshadowed
by the Spirit of God. Christ has divine and human parentage—God and Mary; the Bible has divine and human
authors—God and inspired men. God made us of Mary’s
human nature to bring forth the Word-made-flesh; similarly, God makes use of the author’s human talents to create
3
an inspired book…” (p.21). No wonder some of the early
Christian writers spoke of two incarnations of God’s
Word: one in human nature, the other in human language.
Inerrancy. Biblical inerrancy means that the Bible is a
trustworthy guide on the road to salvation. The Vatican II
document on Divine Revelation (11) states, “The books of
scripture firmly, faithfully and without error teach that
truth which God, for the sake of our salvation, wished to
1
see confided to the sacred scriptures.” So Catholic belief
about biblical inspiration and inerrancy does not mean that
the human authors are going to be accurate when it comes
to all historical and geographical facts, but it does mean
that the essentials of the faith, whether in the Jewish or
Christian tradition, are kept intact with divine assurance.
When reading the Bible, we must keep in mind that the
authors were not teaching history, but religious truth.
Canon. The term “canon” means “measuring stick.”
A canon is a measuring stick or ruler used to decide what
does and does not fit. Originally, when applied to the
Bible, the term canon referred to the measuring stick by
which a sacred writing was judged to be divinely inspired
and accepted or not accepted as a book of the Bible.
Today, canon refers to the 73 books of the Bible, the
collection of sacred writings by which the Church’s faith
can be measured.
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How was the Canon of Scripture decided? In his book,
Introduction to the Bible, Stephen Binz writes: “It was not
at all clear to the people of God which of the many
writings of the Israelite and Christian communities were to
be accepted as the word of God. The books that eventually
became part of the Bible had no particular glow that set
them apart from the rest. Even the need for a distinctive
collection of books was not at all evident to the Jewish and
4
Christian communities for a long time” (p.68).
The canonical status of the books of the Old Testament
was not decided by the Jews until the end of the first century AD. The Jewish Canon did not contain the seven books
that Catholics have in their Old Testament Canon. In
393AD at the Council of Hippo, church leadership decided
which sacred writings in circulation at the time should be
admitted into the Canon of the New Testament.
How did church leadership decide which books to admit
into the New Testament Canon? In general, we can say
that the decision was based on which books best captured
the vision and message of Christ, which books best nurtured the faith of the people. More specifically, a book was
accepted into the Canon of the New Testament because of
its apostolicity (the book was written by an apostle or an
early church figure), orthodoxy (the book reflected the
authentic beliefs of early Christianity), continuity (the
book had a link with the beginnings of Christianity).

Why Catholic Bibles have Seven Extra Books
The Hebrew Bible written by Jewish authors/editors
contains 39 books. When this Bible was translated into
Greek for Greek-speaking Jews who lived outside of Judah
in the third and second centuries BC, seven other books
were added, resulting in 46 books in the Old Testament.
The Greek translation of the Hebrews became known as
the Septuagint because it was believed to have been
written by 70 writers.
The seven additional books are Judith, Tobit, Baruch,
Wisdom, Sirach and 1 & 2 Maccabees—often called the
deuterocanonical (second canon) books because there was
a certain reluctance by the Church to admit these books
into the Canon of Scripture. Furthermore, the Greek edition has larger versions of the books of Esther and Daniel.
While the early Christians primarily used the Septuagint
version of the Hebrew Scriptures, many Jews did not.
Protestants call the deuterocanonical book apocrypha,
which ascribes the writings to human authorship rather
than divine inspiration.
Reacting to the increasing numbers of Greek-speaking
Jewish community members who were converting to
Christianity, the Jews, especially under the guidance of
rabbis who had survived the destruction of Jerusalem in
70AD, began to teach that only Hebrew could be the
language of the inspired Word of God, differentiating
themselves from the Christians. As a result, from the
second and third centuries AD, only the Hebrew version of
the Old Testament was held to be canonical by the vast
majority of Jews.
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Many centuries later, when Protestant Reformation leader
Martin Luther translated the Bible, he used the Hebrew
canon of the Old Testament which did not contain the
seven above-mentioned books. The Catholic Church
continued to retain the Septuagint version of the Old Testament, believing all 46 books to be divinely inspired. The
seven books are recognized as good books. The primary
distinction in modern times is that they are used liturgically in the Roman Catholic Church but not by the Jews and
Protestants.
The Vulgate Bible. In the fourth century, St. J erome
translated the Greek Bible into Latin for the “common
people” of the Roman Empire who could only speak and
read Latin. The Latin word vulgus means common people.

The Catholic Approach to Biblical Interpreta on
The interpreter must investigate what meaning the
sacred writer intended to express and actually expressed in particular circumstances as he used contemporary literary forms in accordance with the situa1
tion of his own time and culture. (Dei Verbum 12).
The Bible is God’s word and man’s word. One must
understand man’s word first in order to understand
5
the word of God. (p.22)
Studying the Bible is not easy because it involves reading
a book written over many centuries by people living in a
variety of cultures, using many different literary forms. We
can get a small inkling of what it is like to read and understand an ancient piece of literature by imagining what it
would be like for an ancient Israelite or an early Christian
to read some of our literature or announcements. Take a
contemporary news article that begins, “The White House
announced today…” An ancient reader would need to
understand the meaning of “While House” in contemporary America. We might also consider how the announcement might be looked upon and interpreted if it came from
the Reagan White House or the Obama White House.

The Word of God written in the words of humans.
Many stories and teachings of the Bible are easy to understand even if they are not easy to live. For example, when
Jesus says we should forgive, be loving, and share our
possessions with the poor, we know what he is asking
of us. Also, we can read many of the psalms and be
comforted by them.
But there are many other sayings and passages in the Bible
that are not so easy to understand. For example, when
Jesus says in Luke’s Sermon on the Plain (6:20-21):
“Blessed are you who are poor, hungry and weeping,” is
he implying that poverty, hunger and grief are blessings
that we should be happy about? Or when we read the book
of Jonah, are we to believe that Jonah spent three days in
the belly of a whale? In Samuel 15:2-4, God commands
King Saul to wipe out a whole village, sparing no one.
How are we to understand and interpret this act of heavenly terrorism? The above examples should make it very
clear that we need help when it comes to biblical interpretation and that not all passages can be read literally.
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Historical-critical approach to the Bible. When it comes
to the study of the Bible, our goal is twofold: to search out
what a biblical text meant for its original author and audience, and what it means for us readers today. Because of
the great advances in biblical scholarship in the past
hundred years or so, students of the Bible today are much
better equipped to get at the meaning and message of
particular texts than students in previous generations.
When it comes to Bible study today, students in all mainline Christian churches use what is called the historicalcritical method. The method is called historical because it
focuses on the original historical settings of biblical texts
and the historical processes that gave rise to them; it is
called critical because it applies reason to the texts and
uses every means available to better understand what the
original author intended to communicate. In short, the
historical-critical approach to biblical interpretations seeks
to get at what a particular text was saying to its original
audience and to make clear its significance then and now.
Distinguishing the intended meaning from the apparent
meaning. The apparent meaning of Genesis Chapter 1 is
that God created the world in six days. The intended
meaning, among other things, was that God and God alone
created the world and that he created it good. The apparent
meaning of Luke’s Sermon on the Plain is that God is
happy when people are poor, hungry and sad. The intended meaning is that God is happy when humans place their
trust in him especially when they are poor, hungry and
sad. The historical-critical approach to Scripture helps us
to distinguish the apparent meaning of a text from its
intended meaning.
Scholars using the historical-critical approach to Scripture
do not try to impose a twenty-first century western mentality on a piece of literature written in a very different time
and place.
Biblical fundamentalism and its dangers. Biblical fundamentalists, like us, believe that the Bible is the inspired
Word of God. What they tend to forget or ignore is that
the inspired Word of God also has human authors who
expressed themselves in a variety of ways to communicate
their message. Fundamentalists tend to believe that the
meaning of a particular biblical text is self-evident. They
will often confuse the apparent meaning of a text with
its intended meaning. As mentioned earlier, one of the
apparent meanings of Genesis is that God actually created
the world in six days. But as we shall see in the next
article, the intended meaning of the author was something
very different.
Biblical literalists place such emphasis on the divinely
inspired dimension of the Bible that they tend to deny or
ignore the human dimension—the historical context and
the literary forms used to convey religious truth. The
Catholic approach to the Bible seeks to hold together and
respect both the transcendent or the divine character of the
Bible and its human formulations. It seeks to interpret a
text in a way that is faithful to both its human and divine
authorship.
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Does all of the above mean that one needs to be a
Scripture scholar to read Scripture? Of course not. J ust
as one does not need to be an expert in musical composition to appreciate music, one does not need to be an expert
in Scripture to appreciate and benefit from reading God’s
Word. Yet, just as courses in musical composition will
enhance our appreciation of music, so will Bible study
enhance our understanding and appreciation of God’s
Word. It will also save us from misinterpreting it and
imposing a twenty-first century western mentality on texts
written in another time and place.
Reading the Bible within the Church. The Church is the
mother of the Bible, especially the New Testament. For
2,000 years she has been meditating and studying the
Scriptures. Therefore, we do well to study the Bible with
the guidance of the Church and its scholars. We are
blessed today to have many easy-to-read introductions to
the Bible and commentaries on its individual books. As we
study the Bible, we will discover that the Church very
rarely states that “this is the only meaning of a particular
text.” What it may sometimes state is that a particular interpretation is misguided or incorrect.

Inner Unity of the Bible
Even though the Bible has a rich diversity—comprising 73
books written over a period of a thousand years, with
many different writing styles and in three languages—it
also contains a deep inner unity.
 God is the author of both the Old and New Testaments.
 Covenant love. The word “testament” means covenant.

Both the Old and New Testaments are a testament to
God’s covenant love for Israel and the Church.
 A book with Christ at its center. Since the earliest days
of the Church, Christians have read the Old Testament
from the perspective of Christ. He is the one who fulfills the expectations and promises of the first covenant.
Jesus taught his disciples to see salvation history as pointing to him. When he joined two disciples on the road to
Emmaus, he demonstrated his way of understanding the
Old Testament or Hebrew Scriptures: “Then beginning
with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them
what referred to him in all the scriptures.” (Lk 24:27). In
the fifth century, St. Augustine expressed the deep relationship between the two parts of Scripture when he
wrote: “The New Testament lies hidden in the Old, and the
Old Testament is unveiled in the New.”
Typology. Typology is another way of looking at how the
Old and New Testaments are connected. Hence, we would
say the waters of the Great Flood are a type of the waters
of Baptism. Since the early centuries of Christianity, early
Church Fathers and biblical scholars have pointed out how
many events in the Old Testament foreshadow or point to
events in the New Testament. For example, the manna in
the desert foreshadows the Eucharist. Isaac carrying the
wood up the hill foreshadows Christ carrying the wood of
the Cross. When an occurrence in history points to a
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parallel occurrence in the future, we call the earlier event a
type of the later event.
Copyright ©2010, 1991,1986,1970 Excerpts from the New
American Bible Revised Edition, Confraternity of Christian
Doctrine, Inc. Washington, D.C. Used with permission. All
rights reserved.

FOOTNOTES
1

Copyright© 1996 Austin Flannery, O.P. general editor,
The Basic Sixteen Documents Vatican Council II: Constitutions, Decrees, Declarations, Dogmatic Constitution
on Divine Revelation, 18 November 1965, Dei V erbum,
Costello Publishing Company, Inc.

2

Copyright©1994 English translation of the Catechism
of the Catholic Church for the United States of America,
United States Catholic Conference, Inc. – Libreria
Editrice Vaticana.

3

Copyright©1967, Set My Exiles Free, Father John
Power, Logos Books, Gill and Son Publishing, Dublin,
Ireland.
4

Introduction to the Bible: A Catholic Guide to Studying
Scripture, Stephen J. Binz, © 2007 by Little Rock Scripture Study © 2019 by Order of Saint Benedict, Collegeville, Minnesota. Used with permission.
5

Copyright © 1992,1987,1980, 1970, Saint Joseph’s
Edition, The New American Bible, Catholic Book
Publishing Co. New York, NY

RESOURCES
Inside the Bible; An introduction to each book of the
Bible – Kenneth Baker, S.J., 1998 Ignatius Press.
This very readable book covers each of the 73 books of
the Bible under the following headings: Historical
Context, Summary of the Story, Theology or Message,
and Division of Chapters.
The Catholic Bible-Personal Study Edition, NABRE
translation, Oxford University Press.
In addition to several scholarly articles on the Bible, this
book covers each book of the Bible under the following
headings: Why was the Book Written, What is the Story.
It has the full text of the 73 books of the Bible as well as
helpful commentaries on sections of each book.

Have a blessed week,

tobin2@live.com
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Next Sunday’s Readings
August 9, 2020 A
Nineteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
1Kings 19:9, 11-13
Psalm 85:9-14
Romans 9:1-5
Matthew 14:22-33
When has fear overcome trust
in your life?
Where do you find courage
in your life?
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YOUTH MINISTRY

Ascension Catholic
Life Teen
Life Teen and Edge
Our Life Teen and Edge programs have
been meeting virtually for the past few
months and will be ending for the summer.
Keep an eye on our Facebook/Instagram
for additional information and special
virtual events at Ascension Catholic Teens.

Life Teen-High School Teens
Summit Bible Study every Tuesday at
7:00pm. All graduated 8th graders—
graduated seniors are welcome!

Edge - 7th and 8th Grade Teens
Edge: Summit Bible Study for all those
entering 7th & 8th grade!
Questions about Youth Ministry?
Contact Cara Giuliano, Director of Youth
Ministry, or Anna Nagy, Associate Youth
Minister, EDGE program at
ascensioncatholicteens@gmail.com

See Summer 2020 Information

Ascension Catholic
School
Mission Statement
Ascension Catholic School is committed
to maintaining a Catholic Community of
companions on the journey toward
academic excellence, global service and
lifelong learning. We live this out by
showing respect to all people, by being
responsible for our actions, by showing
reverence, and by making right choices.
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Pray The Rosary With Your Parish Family!

Join Father Eamon every Sunday night at 7:00 pm.
This Sunday, join Father with the Rob & Marleena Pecoraro family as we pray the Luminous
Mysteries for all impacted by Covid-19, especially in relationship to our schools. We will gather
virtually, quiet ourselves, and pray the Rosary to prepare for the busy-ness of the week ahead.
Join Father Eamon by phone, computer or tablet via our parish website:
https://www.ascensioncatholic.net/. Click on Ascension Catholic Media
or Parish Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ACCMelbourne.

Missing our Church
Family?
Come Zoom With Us!!!
“We kept thinking we were going to be able to
get together again,” said Sue Gardiner. “Some
of the ladies didn’t think they could do the
technology, but we coached everyone along
and we got together for the first time since
March! Yes, we cried, wished we could hug,
but it was so good to be able to see each other
and reconnect. Now we wish we hadn’t waited
so long!”

Wondering about SCC and ZOOM? Get your password!
Call or email today for your password: ldodson@ascensioncatholicsch.org or 254-1595 ext. 3067.

Wednesday, August 5, at 7:00pm!
Come ZOOM with us or Watch on YouTube

Parish website: https://www.ascensioncatholic.net/ - click on Ascension Catholic Media
—Or Parish Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ACCMelbourne.

Prefer an afternoon? Come ZOOM with us…
Join Leigh Osgood-Barry on Wednesday afternoons at 1pm on ZOOM! Call or email
for your password: 321-254-1595 ext. 3067 or ldodson@ascensioncatholicsch.org.
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Ralph Turingan and Phil Warwick
Ralph and Phil are two Ascension parishioners
who are currently in formation for the
Diaconate. On Saturday, August 8, Ralph and
Phil will be installed into the Ministry of Lector
at San Pedro. God willing, they will be ordained Deacons in June 2022. Keep Phil and
Ralph in your prayers.

Covid-19 got you down?
Wanting to talk?
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GIRL SCOUT
GOLD AWARD
My name is Katherine Laird and I am working
towards earning my Girl Scout Gold Award!
I am creating a Life Skills Learning Library in the
Ascension School Library encouraging students to
master important life skills, including: civics, recycling, effective listening skills, healthy living, budgeting, time management, navigating without electronics,
and basic first aid. I would love to include the parish
family in this project!
If you have any books or resources that teach these
subjects, are appropriate for grades K-8, and are 15
years old or newer, please contact me at:

Call the Listen Line!

katherine.laird@melbournecc.org

Parishioner Anne Seims knows the gift of having
someone really listen. She is coordinating a team
of Loving Listeners to take your calls.

or at 321-200-3378. (If I do not answer, be sure to
leave a message. I will return your call as soon as I
can.)
Thank you for helping me to make this project
a success!

If you’d like to chat, or if you’d like to volunteer to
listen, call Anne at 321-720-5211.
Neither Anne nor any of her
volunteers are
therapists or counselors —
they are people with loving hearts,
willing and able to listen.

Ascension
Prayer Shawl Ministry
It’s easier to pray when
you are wrapped in Love!
While most of our parish ministries have been shut down
during this pandemic, our Prayer Shawl Ministry members
have continued to knit and crochet for those in need.
We have prayer squares and prayer shawls available for
anyone who would like one or knows someone who could
benefit from one. Please call Carol at 330-806-8928 and we
will get you what you need.

ROSARY-MAKING MINISTRY
We are unable to hold meetings right now due to the
pandemic but we need to continue making rosaries and not
get discouraged. I would like for all current members of the
Rosary Ministry to continue making rosaries. When you
have rosaries made, please contact me at (321)
537-9168 or michidavis@cfl.rr.com so we can
arrange a time and place to meet to give me the
rosaries. If any other parishioners want to find
out more about this ministry, you are welcome
to contact me, Michi Davis, at the above telephone number or email address.
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Monsignor Martin B. Power
Council 14573
The Knights of Columbus is open to all
Catholic gentlemen 18 and older. We have dedicated
men of all ages who help meet the Knights’ mission of
helping those in need and our Parish. Some members participate much less than others because of
family and job pressures. We can use your help as
little as once per year.
Grand Knight Rob Light @ 321-626-9641
Deputy Grand Knight Eddy Merlet @ 954-882-3687
Membership Director John Miller @ 321-794-6620

Ladies Auxiliary K of C
We invite all ladies of the parish who have
some affiliation with a Knight in any council,
living or deceased, to join us. Our mission is to
support the Knights in Council #14573.
For membership information, please contact
Ginny Reeder at 978-460-1972
Kris Webster at 321-914-7813

Imagining God’s Abundance
When reflecting upon today’s Gospel passage from
Matthew, the story of the feeding of the multitude, we
might consider the role of Jesus’ disciples. Unlike the
very similar story in Matthew 15, Jesus responds to
the disciples by saying, “Give them some food yourselves.” Jesus is pushing his disciples to think beyond
the apparent scarcity, and to open their imaginations to
God’s abundance. They are to join in with what God is
doing. Jesus then takes, blesses, breaks, and shares the
bread (anticipating his action at the Last Supper), and
the disciples share the loaves with the crowd.
The stories of the feeding of the multitudes also
point ahead to the practice of Eucharist in the Church.
The Eucharist itself points ahead to God’s banquet at
the consummation of the reign of God, when all will
share God’s abundance. We the Church are called to
open our imaginations to God present and active, who
continually works toward God’s promised future.
We are to share in God’s passionate desire to feed the
people, and join in what God is doing here and now.
(Copyright © J.S. Paluch Company, Inc., 3708 River Road, Suite
400, Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158, 1 800-621-5197. With Ecclesiastical Approbation.)

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Today’s passage from St. Paul’s letter to the Romans concludes
Chapter 8 with a flourish. It is the exclamation point of Paul’s teaching
on the presence of the Spirit within them and among them. The
church in Rome faced great suffering as they were marginalized and
persecuted for their faith. Paul names both social and cosmic forces
that oppress them, over which they have no control. Their trials likely
provoked questions that led them to wonder, “Where is God?”
Paul teaches that God is so deeply present within us that nothing
can separate us from God. This includes our own forms of resistance.
Even when we find myriad ways to avoid and run away, God is waiting patiently. Even when God seems distant or absent, God continues to invite, to welcome, and to speak to us.
(Copyright © J.S. Paluch Company, Inc., 3708 River Road, Suite 400, Franklin
Park, IL 60131-2158, 1 800-621-5197. With Ecclesiastical Approbation.)
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EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME A

August 2, 2020

Wedding Anniversaries
Emilio & Ercilla Lopez
Warren & Marilyn Burton
Richard & Gayle Njus
Michael & Maria Geraci

59 years
58 years
51 years
35 years

Aug 8
Aug 4
Aug 2
Aug 3

Greg Grasso, Betty Elko, Claire Grasso, Mia Moore,
Carmelia Navarretta, Peggy McKelvey, Cathi Hurd,
Ted Stoner, Betsy Coradine, CVNS, Joan Barco,
Rose Struzinski, Mary Laird, John Kelly, Jim
Eisenmann, Laurie Chatman, Marge Pearsall, Terri
Sills, K.J. Baker, Richard Furstenburg, Amanda Oudwa, Janice
Roberson, Robert Hinnant, Mary Ellen Ritter, Maureen Kurtz,
Theo Reaves, Leo Shumaker, Mary Ann Shumaker, Shirley
Mattai, John DeStefon, Thomas Horan, Margie Boozer, Bill
Porzio, Wayne Fogel, Anthony Tynes, John Hemel, John
Thorstad, Joan Cantwell, Tim Durkin, Art Coridine, Steve Weinhold, Leslie Selage, Jonah Powers, Werner Schulz, Justine Miller,
Cosanne Mistretta, Elizabeth Mengel, Patrick Kenny, AJ Johnson, Marion Sampieri, Ron St. Clair, Fr. Mike DiRenzo, Elisa
Fernandez, Eric Farrell, Frank Cavaliere, Rose Cavaliere, Jim
Thorstad, Traci Wood, Frances Moberly, Joey Tauper, James
Shifflett, Sarah Morawa, James Price, John Brower, John Fox,
John Loft, Susan Costner, Adrienne Matteucci, Nancy Grimaldi,
Catherine DeLorenzo, Karen Papp, Jerry Golson, Eugene
Parsons, Rewa Donley, Donna Dillard, Charlotte Balchunis

Week beginning Monday, August 3, 2020
and ending Sunday, August 9, 2020
Mon. 7:30 am
Tues 7:30am
Wed 7:30am
Thur. 7:30am
Fri.

7:30am

Sat.

9:00am
4:30pm

Sun. 7:30 am
9:30 am

Please pray for those in the nursing homes.
Pray for our Armed Forces Personnel here & overseas
Joseph Marci, Robert Crowl, Bryan Calenda, David Barlow,
Dylan Traver, Marty Martinez, Jonathan Martinez, Bryan Satterwhite, John Kinsora, Josh Grier, Robert Grover, Rory O’Connor,
Shane O’Connor, Alex Ritner, Kyle Mimbs, Kristin Agresta,
Andrew Nemethy, Lance Freeberg, Theresa Mavity, Matthew
Hammond, Daniel Amulong, Dr. Jerry Higman, Margaret-Anne
Sytxma, Matt Maurer USAF, Daniel Sosa, Ray Romano, Matthew
Cavalcante, Chad Bloomstine, Logan Solio, Nick Owens, Nicholas Jon DeDominici, Benjamin Fredrick DeDominici, Reece
Sampieri, Andrew Conklin

11:30 am
5:30pm

† John Minogue
† Jim Minogue
† Jory Rayes
† Don Foy
† Richard & Tricia Loveday
† Larry Paquette
† Clara Barone
† Santina Sampieri
† Maria Wiegand
† Mike Minelli
† Joanne Stadelmaier
† Bill Jalet
† Patricia Dell
† Nora & James Black
† Jane & Wally Czyzewski
† Aida Arellano
† Anne Milo
† Abbot Leonard
People of the Parish
† Daniel Cuevas, Sr.
† Dorothy Thorn

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
Over the last several weeks, the history of confirmation has been set out as a rite following Baptism and
preceding First Communion. Eucharist was a sacrament of spiritual maturity, attuned to the legal age of majority,
which was considered to be fourteen years or so. Medieval bishops were often generous, if not especially pious, in
seeing to it that children were confirmed before adulthood.
A pattern more familiar to us surfaced in the Diocese of Toulon in France in 1748, where it was decreed that
“children are to be confirmed only after receiving First Communion.” This was an amazing shift in practice that
undermined centuries of theology and tradition by which confirmation was seen as a bridge between font and table.
The innovation swept through France and across Europe, despite constant complaints from Rome. French-trained
bishops like Cheverus of Boston and Carroll of Baltimore, founders of the American church, established the
practice here. The order of the sacraments was thus disrupted in France and in the United States, and remained an
eccentric exception to the rule until big developments in 1910.
- Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch

AND MORE

Joseph Stevens and Sons
Florida’s Premier Home Painting and Restoration Experts

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Popcorn Removal • Knockdown Texture • Drywall Repair
Exterior House Painting • Interior Painting • Orange Peel
Sparkle/Glitter • Water Damage Repair
Brevard County – 321.984.8091
~ Family Owned ~
Indian River County – 772.569.0200
Serving Florida
Palm Beach County – 561.745.1336
Since 1970
St. Lucie County & Martin County – 772.871.5702

www.popcornremoved.com

Sign up here:

Brownlie - Maxwell
Funeral Service
Since 1915
Melbourne, Florida
321-723-2345

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

WHY IS IT

HEARING Dept.
321.727.2020 ext.4058
502 E. New Haven Avenue | Melbourne

FREE HEARING TEST

JODI
FOSTER

Parishioners receive $500 off
2 year Interest Free Financing
WAX REMOVAL • FREE TRIAL

HAS, BC-HIS

A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.

R & R Roofing
of Brevard, Inc.
Reroofs & All Repairs

Leaks My Specialty!
Vinyl & Aluminum
Soffit & Fascia
Senior Discount

WHY IS IT?

Dr. Mike MacKay

Pediatric Dentistry
taking care of smiles from infants through teens
481 N. Harbor City Blvd., Ste. 102 254-7474

Lic. & Ins.
Parishioner/HNJ

259-3731

Helping those who were in an accident.
I will prepare and settle your insurance accident claim
with the insurance companies.

Jessica Rose Mayer, J.D. • 772-209-2689
“Blessings of Godly love, peace and kindness” • Brevard Resident

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo.

JARED B. MOYLES, DPM
Downtown Melbourne
1515 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Melbourne, FL 32901
(321) 723-3500

•
•
•
•

KYLE J. MOYLES, MD, MBA

Call Today!

billed quarterly

321-722-3337
www.tropicalsmiles.com
418 E. New Haven Ave., Melbourne, FL 32901
*FORMER OFFICE OF DR. AMY ADDINGTON*

One Free Month
No Long-Term Contract
Price Guarantee
Easy Self Installation

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

2010 W. Eau Gallie Blvd., Ste. 104
Melbourne, FL 32935
(321) 500-4263

✂ Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Palm Bay
590 Malabar Rd. SE #5
Palm Bay, FL 32907
(321) 417-0822

Chad R. Reddick, DMD, MS
Specialist in Orthodontics

321.254.5232

www.melbourneorthodontics.com
Alumni, parishioners, and parents of students serving your feet, hands, and home.

514065 Ascension Church (C)

Offices in Melbourne and Indian Harbour Beach
www.jspaluch.com

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-432-3240

AFAA
Air-Conditioning

Noreen & Bill Goldsmith

Honesty and Value
Repairs • Sales • Installs

Parishioners

1749 Wickham Rd.
Melbourne, FL 32935

Lic.#CAC-1816765
& Insured

321-255-3785

561-371-5303

E A S T COA S T P LU M B I N G CO. I N C .

Parishioner

Your Senior Care Specialists
Serving Brevard County since 1996
Homemakers • Companions
General Assistance
Free-in-home Assessment
All CAREgivers are screened,
licensed, bonded & insured
When Seniors
need help!

Serving Brevard County Families and Businesses for over 40 years

We put the CARE

321.724.5588

in CAREgiving!

Certified, Licensed and Insured

www.eastcoastplumbingcoinc.com
Our Family Serving Yours

www.beckmanwilliamson.com

Family Owned & Operated Since 1978
Pre-Arranged Funerals • Out of State Funerals & Transportation
We Honor All Pre-need Arrangements
Our 2 Locations
5400 Village Dr., Viera, FL 32955 • 321-635-1973
101 North Brevard Ave., Cocoa Beach, FL 32931 • 321-784-0117

• Cataracts
• Laser
• Pediatric

Melbourne • 255-0107

• Glaucoma
• Diabetes
• and More

FREDERICK HO, MD
Voted One of the Top Doctors &
Ophthalmologists In America

321.757.7272

Our attorneys are devoted to injury and insurance issues 8040 N. Wickham Road
Christian Lindbaek - Parishioner
(321) 729-1444 Parishioners Choice • State of the Art Surgery
www.AtlanticEyeMD.com
www.BREVARDJUSTICE.com

Parishioner

Air Conditioning and Heating
THE DIAMOND PROFESSIONALS

(321)727-2542

$20 OFF

HNJ Parishioners Since 1976

LICENSED TO CHILL

Service
Repairs

®

www.weather-engineers.com Free Estimates for New Systems

Great Style &
Great Prices!

CUSTOM OPTIONS • EXPERT INSTALLATION

321-752-7288

Call For Your FREE In-Home Consultation & Estimate

Become a Hospice Volunteer
Join Us in Service to Our Mission of:
Uplifting Lives. Uplifting Each Other.
Uplifting Our Community.

Serving Brevard Since 1971
www.classicwoodflooring.com
3115 Aspinwall Ave.
(Next to Florida Today)
Julie Moren-Herndon ~ Parishioner
253-8847

Next to TJ Maxx & Ulta
2304 Remi Drive Ste. #103 • Viera, FL 32940
(321) 215-2222 • www.gennajewelers.com
Parish Family • Parishioner

• PLANTATION SHUTTERS • PORCH SHADES • DRAPERIES
• VERTICAL BLINDS • WOODEN BLINDS • & MORE
Drs. Gerald Bird & Jay Johnson
7954 N. Wickham Rd., Suite #118, Melbourne, FL 32940
Board Certified Oral and
(Corner of Baytree and Wickham Rd.)

Classic Wood Flooring

• Repairs performed on premise
(Most repairs completed in 3 days)
• Two goldsmiths on premise
• AGS Certified Appraiser
• GIA Graduate Gemologist

Blue Sky
Painting
Tile & Stucco

No Jobs too Big or too Small
Pressure Washing
Bathroom Remodels
Stone & Tile Specialist
Additions • Patches
Int/Ext Paint • Whole House
Rich Hogarth, Parishioner
Bill Sullivan

Maxillofacial Surgeons

Offices: Cacoa & Melbourne

321-631-7000

Dental Implants
Removal of Impacted Teeth
Oral Biopsies
Reconstructive Surgery

Office: 259-8626
Cell: 480-9293

wwwDrsBirdandJohnson.com

For more information
(321) 269-4240
HospiceOfStFrancis.com

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance
95 a month
Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
FREE Shipping
✔Friends/Family FREE Activation

$19.

NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

MDMedAlert

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

KENDALL
AUTOMOTIVE CENTER
Your Complete
Auto-Truck Repair
& Tire Service

Parishioner’s Choice
SINCE
1982

321-727-0110
3100 W. New Haven Ave.

www.KendallAutomotive.com
514065 Ascension Church (B)

FREE Delivery
We Welcome Express Script Customers
Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!
Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM
www.jspaluch.com

321-242-2440
M-F: 10AM-6PM
SAT: 10AM-1PM

The Nelson Family

F 321-242-2125
2176 Sarno Rd #120

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-432-3240

Monica McKune,

Broker Associate

Parishioner/School Parent
Our Family Helping Yours!
Contact Us For All Your Real Estate Needs!

Monica@McKuneRealty.com

321.794.7253

Download My Mobile App!

www.McKuneRealty.com

Text KW273ULi9 To 87778
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL FALA-SE PORTUGUES

& CREMATION SERVICES

PALM BAY ALUMINUM

725-5444

Owned & Operated by
the Vieira Family
“Our Family Serving Yours”
Two Serving Locations
West
4999 N. Wickham Road,
Melbourne/Suntree, FL 32940
321-751-6012
East
1689 S. Patrick Drive, Indian
Harbour Beach, FL 32937

Dave Mastro
AIR & HEAT INC.

411 5th Ave • Indialantic • 768-1493

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
“We charge by the job, not by the hour!”

777-2664

...be home be happy!

Cristina Babilonia

PARISHIONER - HNJ

School Parent / Parishioner

Attorney at Law

• Wills • Trusts • Estate Planning

www.SearchHomesInBrevard.com

Free Consultation

Air Conditioning
and Heating
$10 OFF WITH MENTION OF AD
SALES & SERVICE

Adult & Pediatric Ophthalmology
Medicare
Health First

321.727.0101

242-2026

1478 Highland Ave., Suite A
Historic Eau Gallie
Parishioner

www.bandbairconditioning.com

772.770.9777
321.394.8816
“Keep Your House in Order”
Adoption • Custody • Support • DCF • Wills
Melbourne Office - House Calls

Randol Tracy Masters
masterslawoffice@aol.com
www.masterslawoffice.com

(321) 600-4989

Kmurtha@murthalaw.us
Discount to Parishioners
THOMAS C. TEATHER, M.D.

Owned and Operated by the
Mooney Family Since 1980

Masters Law

CAC 058617

Kevin M. Murtha, Esq.

Call / Text: (321) 591-8237
Email: cristinababilonia525@gmail.com

321-777-4640
www.beachfuneralhome.com

KIM’S TAILORING

Since 1977
Alterations & Dry Cleaning
Screen Rooms, Mobile Home Additions
920 W. New Haven Ave.
Pool Enclosures, Room Additions
Melbourne • 768-8700
Vinyl & Glass Windows

Your
ad
could
be in this
space!

Family Promise of Brevard works to
empower families experiencing
homelessness to reclaim and
maintain their independence.
To help support or learn more about us, please visit us at www.familypromiseofbrevard.org

ECOR Lawn Spray
& Pest Control

254-0930

Certified Pediatric Nurse Practitioners

PARISHIONERS

Margaret
Nemethy
APRN

321.724.5437
Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

PEDSINBREVARD.COM

Nancy
Silva
APRN

1755 W. Hibiscus Blvd., Melbourne, FL 32901

ecorpestcontrol.com
Mike & Lisa Garoust
Parishioners
School Parents

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.
For further information,
please call the Parish Office.

DR.ANNE M GREGAS
Board Certified Optometrist

David Curri, Broker/Owner

• Custom Glasses & Contacts
• Glaucoma, Diabetes, Dry Eye

321.890.9911
davidcurri.com

Medicare, Health First & VSP

dcurriteam@myckhome.com
325 Fifth Ave., Indialantic

3200 N. Wickham Rd.

321-253-3550

Parishioner

Downtown Eau Gallie Arts District

It is the way we serve others that our greatness is felt.

HAIR
STYLIST
29 Years Experience

Virginia Price
Dr. Liz White

PARISHIONER

Parishioner, School Parent
7155 Murrell Road | Suite 101
Melbourne, FL 32940
Phone: 321.723.4663
www.harborcityhearing.com

2255 N. Wickham Rd.
Melbourne

321.302.0551

Attorney at Law
RAYMONDA CHAKHTOURA, ESQUIRE
Wills, Trusts, Social Security Disability & Family Law

Eric Ponce, Agent

730 E. Strawbridge Avenue, Suite 208
Melbourne, FL 32901

321-327-3707 raymonda@chakhtouralaw.com
514065 Ascension Church (A)

PO45151 4/04

2240 N. Wickham Rd.
Melbourne, FL 32935
Bus: 321-773-7500
eric.ponce.cp6g@statefarm.com

www.jspaluch.com

Parishioner of
Our Lady of Lourdes
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-432-3240

