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ASCENSION CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
2950 N. Harbor City Blvd., Melbourne, FL 32935 

Tel. 321-254-1595 -Fax 321-255-3490 
www.ascensioncatholic.net 

ASCENSION CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
www.ascensioncatholicsch.org 

U.S. Department of Education  
School of Excellence 

Pre-Kindergarten through Eighth Grade 
 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
Religious Education  

Pre-K3– Gr. 3 Tuesdays, 2:00-3:30pm 
Pre-K3– Gr. 6 Tuesdays, 4:00 - 5:15 p.m. 

Pre-K3– Gr. 6 Wednesdays, 4:00 - 5:15 p.m. 
Gr. 1-6 Wednesdays, 6:15 - 7:30 p.m. 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Ascension Catholic Life Teen  

Sundays 6:45-8:30pm 
Edge (Grades 7&8) Wednesdays 6-7:30pm 

 

Ascension Social Concerns:  259-5685 
Religious Articles Gift Shop 

Open after all weekend Masses 

As a good steward of the Lord’s blessings, please remember to consider  
your Parish Family or School Endowment in your Last  Will and Testament. 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass 
4:30 pm 

Sunday Masses 
                   7:30 am 

                     9:30 a.m.    
                 11:30 am  

5:30 pm 
(Contemporary Music) 

 

Weekday Masses 
Monday-Friday:  7:30 am 

Sat. 9:00 am  
 

 Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: 3:15-4:25   

Wednesday: 5:00 pm 
(or by appointment) 
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This Sunday’s first reading (Jeremiah 20:7-9) is one of 
the best known and most powerful in all of our three-
year cycle of readings. The following is my Small Chris-
tian Community commentary on these verses. 
 

In the Book of Jeremiah, we find five intensely autobio-
graphical pieces, often called the “confessions of Jeremi-
ah” (11:18, 12:6, 15:10-21, 17:14-18, 18:18-23, 20:7-
18). In these so-called ‘confessions,’ Jeremiah bares his 
heart to us, sharing with us the cost of discipleship and 
his struggle with God. They give us an insight into      
Jeremiah’s “dark night of the soul” (a phrase coined by 
the Spanish  mystic, St. John of the Cross, to speak of 
those times when one feels abandoned by God or feels 
no sense of his presence). The ‘confessions’ also speak 
of Jeremiah’s personal misgivings about his ability to be 
an effective messenger of God in the public forum. We 
are very fortunate to have this intensely personal sharing 
into the soul of one of Israel’s greatest prophets. 
 

During a turbulent time in Israel’s history, Jeremiah is 
called by God to deliver a message that his people do not 
want to hear. Jeremiah must condemn the corruption in 
the temple liturgy, the people’s involvement in foreign 
cults, their violation of the covenant, and their neglect of 
the poor. Prophets are not known for their “feel good” 
messages. 
 

Today’s verses open with Jeremiah sharing with us that 
in his call, he is duped or seduced by God (see Jer 1:4-6). 
He feels God has ‘put one over on him’ and he has     
allowed it to happen. In ways, he feels sorry for saying 
‘yes’ to God. 
 

As a sensitive and caring soul, Jeremiah does not enjoy 
being the “object of laughter” and having “everyone 
mock him.” But the people beat him up and throw him in 
a dark dungeon. Being a messenger of God is no fun (at 
least not for Jeremiah). On the contrary, it only brings 
him “derision and reproach all day long.” All of this 
leads Jeremiah to consider “early retirement.” “I say to 

myself, I will not speak in his name anymore.” But the 
divine fire received at his call cannot be extinguished. 
For Jeremiah, the only thing worse than being God’s 
prophet is saying “no” to God’s call.  
 
Patricia Datchuck Sanchez has a very good introduction 
to today’s readings and also great commentaries on all 
three readings. 
 
Introduc on—Godly Seduc on 
 

  Have you ever been seduced? Given the fact that the 
term seduce is defined as “the act of enticing, beguiling 
or winning another over to a desired state or               
position” (The American Heritage Dictionary, Houghton 
Mifflin Co.,  Boston MA: 1982), it seems safe to assume 
that every one of us has been seduced at one time or  
another in our lives. 
     Some of us are seduced by love and others of us yield 
to hatred. Some are seduced by ideas and/or what are       
perceived or presented as ideals. In the 1930s and 40s, 
Hitler seduced thousands with the notion that blue-eyed, 
fair-haired Aryans were the superior race and that other 
“lesser” individuals should be exterminated. Over 
6,000,000 died as a result of that seduction. In 1978,    
almost 900 people died in Guyana, having been seduced 
by Jim Jones into accepting him as their leader. Some in 
the group committed fraud for him, others murder; in the 
end all committed suicide by his order. Other such cult 
figures had exercised similar powers of seduction over 
their followers, e.g., David Koresh, Branch Davidians, 
Marshall Applewhite, Heaven’s Gate, Shoko Asahara, 
Aum Shinrikyo. 
     Some among us are seduced by power; others by      
luxury, leisure and prestige. Some of us allow ourselves 
to be seduced by trends in fashion and go to great 
lengths and great expense to wear whatever style or 
brand name has cornered the market for its fleeting   
fifteen minutes of fame. 
     Aware of the human penchant for seduction, advertis-
ing  moguls use every possible means to seduce consum-
ers; researchers determine which colors, shapes and 
designs are more appealing and test-market their     
products to ensure the greatest monetary success from 
their commercial seduction. Politicians’ ads seduce with 
busy words, catch-phrases and platforms, built on      
appealing promises. 
     Obviously, seductions vary; some are good and bene-
ficial, whereas others are evil and harmful. Both        
extremes are exemplified in today’s Scripture readings. 
In his Roman correspondence (second reading) Paul is 
exhorting his readers not to be seduced by the world 
(“Do not conform ourselves to this age”) but to surren-
der to the seduction of the God whose mercy will trans-

 Jeremiah’s Dark Night of the Soul 

“Godly Seduction” by Patricia Sanchez 
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form and renew them. In the gospel, Peter succumbs     
to seduction and is denounced by Jesus as a Satan,         
a tempter. Although he had just declared Jesus as    
Messiah and Son of God (see last week’s gospel),      
Peter’s messianic expectations were not consonant with 
God’s saving plan. He was seduced by the popular    
anticipation of a royal messiah, who, with military 
might, would rout the enemies of Israel and Judah and 
firmly establish a reign wherein his people would  enjoy 
prestige, prosperity and power over all the nations of 
the earth. Suffering and death were far from Peter’s 
mind because he had not yet made his own the mind of 
Christ. For this reason, Peter was harshly reprimanded 
by Jesus. 
     Jeremiah, on the other hand, was seduced (in Jeremi-
ah 20:7, “duped” is more accurately rendered as 
“seduced”) by God and by the Word of truth              
and  judgment that he was sent to speak to his contem-
poraries. That he tried to resist the divine seduction is 
clearly evident in today’s first reading. Seduced by God, 
Jeremiah was, nevertheless, also strengthened by God 
for the inevitable resistance he would encounter during 
his ministry. Because he has shared his struggle with us 
so frankly, Jeremiah can be revered as a model for     
disciples of both covenants. 
     As we reflect on Jeremiah’s experience of the divine 
seduction and his subsequent love affair with God, we 
are also reminded that the Sacred Seducer of Sinners is 
still at work, enticing and beguiling each of us in an  
effort to win us away from sin and self and draw us   
toward life and goodness. There is no place to hide, to 
flee or to escape from the love which calls us to whole-
ness and holiness, all the while reverencing our freedom 
to resist and reject such a gift.  
 
FIRST READING:  JEREMIAH 20:7‐9 
 

     Today’s first reading is an excerpt from that part of 
the prophet’s writings now known as his “confessions.” 
Later inserted into Jeremiah’s oracles, visions and dis-
courses by a redactor or by the prophet himself, these 
confessions (see also 11:18-12:6; 15:10-21; 17:14-18; 
18:18-23; 20:7-18) are a personal testimony to the cost 
of Jeremiah’s discipleship and dedication to the word of 
God. More than any other biblical writer (except,      
perhaps, for Paul), Jeremiah bares his pain in           
unabashed and almost brutal candor. An audacious  
ambassador of God’s word, he was also audacious in 
his complaint about the difficulty of his mission. 
     More important than his complaining, however, is 
the insight Jeremiah shares concerning the phenomenon 
of prophetic inspiration. He likened his mandate to a 
fire burning in his heart that he could not contain or 
control (v.9). In spite of his desire to be relieved of   

such a daunting responsibility (“I say to myself, I will 
not mention him, I will speak his name no more.”),    
Jeremiah could not suppress or silence the word that 
demanded a hearing.  Compelled by the power of that 
word, Jeremiah could not and would not be silent      
despite every effort (dungeon, stocks, flogging, derision,        
and even the threat of death) on the part of his contem-
poraries to do so. 
     Whether they wished to hear him or not, Jeremiah   
denounced the corruption of the temple liturgy, decried 
the dabbling into foreign cults, chastised the many  
breaches of fidelity to the covenant, castigated those 
who ignored the needs of the poor and predicted the 
destruction of Jerusalem. He was, as Walter 
Brueggemann has noted, “God’s man.” In that capacity, 
Jeremiah championed the truth because he was utterly 
convinced that: (1) truth is not our autonomous judg-
ment but is only from God; (2) truth is not private, apart 
from public events;   (3) truth does not go undisputed in 
a world of lies and  deception. 
     Jeremiah’s seduction by God’s love and his subse-
quent  unrelenting dedication to the truth of God’s word 
have set the foundation for our understanding of Jesus. 
Like Jeremiah who suffered all rather than betray God’s 
love, Jesus willingly suffered and died so that sinners 
would continue to know and experience that love in    
the new and everlasting covenant that Jeremiah had 
foretold (31:31-34). 
     Given the intensity with which both men lived their 
lives, contemporary believers may have cause to      
wonder: Would a Jeremiah or a Jesus find acceptance 
in today’s world?  Would they gain a hearing, or would 
their boldness and tenacity be dismissed as “fanatical” 
or “on the fringe”? Would they be censured because of 
their seemingly blasphemous approach to and uncon-
ventional intimacy with God? On the other hand,  given 
the personal risks and challenges involved in such a 
ministry, are there any among us willing to embrace it 
as did Jeremiah and Jesus?  If we are unwilling to take 
on the challenge ourselves, then let us, at the very least, 
lend an open ear and heart to those with the courage to 
do so. 
 
SECOND READING:  ROMANS 12:1‐2 
 

     Paul writes: “I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the   
mercies of God, to offer your bodies as a living sacri-
fice, holy and pleasing to God, your spiritual worship.  
Do not conform yourselves to this age but be          
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you    
may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
pleasing and perfect.” 
     Surprising as it may seem, relatively little is known 
for certain about the origins of the church in Rome. 
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Paul did not found the community there; indeed, at the 
time he wrote his letter to them (ca. 56-57 C.E. from 
Corinth), he had not even visited the Christians of 
Rome; what we do know is that the Roman church 
emerged within the context of Rome’s sizeable Jewish 
community. Someone, who  remains unnamed to the  
present day, preached the good news of salvation in the 
empire’s capital city and by the early 40s C.E. a viable 
Jewish Christian community had been established. 
Gradually, the complexion of the church became more 
universal as gentile believers were welcomed into the 
fold….   
     In our second reading, Paul begins with a basic      
consideration: Christians would live in this world as if 
their Christian mode of life were offering worship to 
God. Unlike Judaism or the various cults of Rome 
which offered animal sacrifices, Christians are called to     
present themselves as living sacrifices, holy and        
acceptable to God. 
     In order to become a living liturgy, as it were,      
believers must necessarily resist conformity to all that is 
not Christ in order to be transformed and renewed by 
Christ. Not a purely personal feat, this resistance and 
transformative renewal are prompted and sustained by 
grace. Nor is the transformation and renewal of the  
believer a merely external or cosmetic change. On the 
contrary, Paul calls his readers to a renewal of their  
minds, such that their conversion is an interior move-
ment toward Christ that will express itself in all they 
are, do, say, think, decide and choose. 
     As Paul’s exhortation is repeated in our hearing   
today, we, too, are reminded that we who belong to God 
and to Christ and who live by the power of the trans-
forming Spirit are to be seduced by none other.         
Seduced and supported by grace, we are thereby conse-
crated and called to live holy and wholesome lives    
before the Lord and all others. 
 

GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 16:21‐27 
 

     Seduced by God’s Word so as to be a living sacri-
fice, disciples of Jesus must also be in every way surren-
dered to him and to the saving plan of God at work in 
him. In this Matthean text, contemporary believers are 
afforded a glimpse at Peter’s painful experience of   
surrendering to Jesus. In today’s Gospel, Peter is made 
to realize that he must surrender all his hopes and     
preconceptions regarding the manner in which Jesus 
would exercise his messiahship. His would not be a mil-
itary rule that would thwart Judah’s oppressors and 
restore it to the power and prestige it had enjoyed under 
David and Solomon. Rather, Jesus’ reign would be   
established in faithful human hearts and would be     
accomplished through his suffering and death on the 
cross. 

     When Jesus intimated that his would be a suffering 
messiahship, Peter reacted with understandable shock 
and disappointment. “God forbid,” he objected.  Jesus’ 
response was harsh and cutting. Henri Nouwen (Jesus, 
A Gospel, Orbis Books, Maryknoll, N.Y.:2001), in a  
reflection on this text, suggested that Jesus appeared to 
regard Peter’s reaction as the  most dangerous of all for 
those in quest of a truly spiritual life. Peter had yet to 
learn to think as God thinks and to surrender his own 
ideas, his own will, his own ways to God. This he would 
eventually learn to do, and that surrender would bring 
him a share in the sufferings of Jesus. By the time the 
Matthean Gospel appeared in written form in the mid- 
to-late 80’s, the community of believers in Jesus had 
come to know, firsthand, the suffering that comes with 
surrendering to Christ. 
     As Nouwen has further reflected, there is no day 
without many losses. If we are sensitive to God’s will 
and God’s ways, we quickly realize how many things are 
not happening in the way we had hoped. People aren’t 
saying what we expected; the day is not evolving as we 
wanted. Disappointments and frustrations abound. Even 
our best-laid plans fall through. Yet, if we live with these 
losses for the sake of Jesus and in communion with his 
own sacrificial surrender, these losses can set us free—
free from ourselves, free to welcome the new life that 
comes from God. Seduced, sacrificed, surrendered, this 
was the pattern set by Jesus; this is the path to be       
followed by all who would minister in his name. 
 

[Used with Permission, The Word We Celebrate: Commentary on 
the Sunday Lectionary Years A, B, C, by Patricia Sanchez, - Sheed & 
Ward publisher (9-1-89.) 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have a blessed week, 
 

 
 
 

 
tobin2@live.com 
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Next Sunday’s Readings - September 6, 2020 A 
 

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 Ezekiel 33:7-9  -  Psalm 95:1-2, 6-9 
Romans 13:8-10  -  Matthew 18:15-20 

 
Relate a time when your prayers were  

answered but not as you expected. 
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HOLY HOUR 
 

Weekly Holy Hour 
every  Wednesday 

5:00-6:00 pm  
in the main Church. 

 

There will also be an opportunity  
for reconciliation during that time. 

 

Adults (age 18 and older) interested 
in receiving the sacrament of  
Confirmation are invited to a  

preparation class,  

Saturday, September 19. 
Please contact Deacon Chris for more  

information and to register for the  
preparation class, either by phone at  

321-242-8003 or by email at 
cmeehan@ascensioncatholicsch.org.  

 

C. R. H. P. Alumni 
 

Greetings, Brothers and 
Sisters in Christ. 

Due to the ongoing health 
crisis, the Fall CRHP re-
treats have been postponed. 

The current teams are trying to determine how to 
keep growing spiritually so that in the future, they 
can be ready to bring more men and women closer to 
Christ. The present-day guidelines from the CDC 
and the Orlando Diocese do not allow for large 
groups to meet in close proximity, which will hinder 
not only the Retreats but also formation. We are not 
sure when these restrictions will be eased. I know 
that this ministry has touched a lot of people in our 
parish and I know that it will, once again, in the   
future. I ask for your prayers for this ministry and 
the men and women who are still working to move it 
forward.  
 

God bless us all. Dan & Teresa Romano 

 

Our Ascension Community Invites YOU to Join Us on Our Journey of Faith 

 Ken Nguyen was ini ated into our Church June 13, 2020.                   
 

“It’s  an amazing experience  to be Catholic. RCIA was a  real  

enlightening, learning process. I enjoyed every Sunday. I was 

able to listen and learn everything about our Catholic faith. I 

looked forward to going every week. Now, I am really able to 

be present with my family. We’re closer. We pray the rosary 

together every night and it’s more powerful as a family. With 

work, school and all our ac vi es, the only moment we get to bond together as a family is when we pray 

together and we all look forward to it.  I couldn’t do that before.”  
 

RCIA (Rite of Chris an Ini a on of Adults) is the process by which unbap zed people and 
non‐Catholics complete ini a on in the Church and bap zed Catholics complete their   
sacraments. Children, teens, and adults par cipate in age‐appropriate groups. To learn 
more about the next step in your spiritual journey, please contact Laura Dodson at:      
321‐254‐1595 Ext. 3067 or ldodson@ascensioncatholicsch.org.  
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Join Father Eamon for Small Christian Community 
 

      John and Cathy Pechar’s decision to join Father Eamon’s SCC was difficult. Covid has kept them        
isolated from all their normal activities.  But they called and came, and are so glad they did!  
     “I need an outlet to connect with people,” shared Cathy, “and it’s a lot harder to do that now. This 
SCC was a great opportunity to be together and connect with Father Eamon.” 
     “We’re normally very busy,” said John, “This was the first time for me to participate in an SCC and 
we were really comfortable. People social-distanced and wore masks; everyone used hand sanitizer.  I 
hope a lot more people decide to come.”  

 

            Monday evenings, August 31, 6:30–7:30 pm, Parish Hall 
Masks and social distancing required 

      Call Laura to reserve your place:  (321) 254-1595 ext. 3067 
 

“This is the way. What happens in SCCs is what happened with Jesus’ disciples. 
Jesus never intended us to walk this journey alone.   

He established a small Christian community 
with his apostles showing us the way to do the same.”   

 – Father Eamon  
 

 

Missing Our Church Family?   
Come Zoom With Us!!! 

  

 We proclaim the Sunday Mass readings. 
 We read Fr. Eamon’s Commentary to  
 understand. 
 We discuss what it means to us in our lives. 
 We pray for each other, our parish, the 

 world. 
 We focus on God—and it’s so very good! 

 
 

To join ZOOM, get your password! 
 
 

Call or email today for your password:  
ldodson@ascensioncatholicsch.org or 254-1595 ext. 3067 

 

Wednesday, September 2, at 7:00pm 
 

Come ZOOM with us or watch on YouTube 
Parish website:  https://www.ascensioncatholic.net/   

- click on Ascension Catholic Media 
—Or Parish Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/ACCMelbourne 

 

Prefer an afternoon?  Come ZOOM with us… 
Join Leigh Osgood-Barry on Wednesday afternoons at 1:00pm on ZOOM!   

Call or email for your password:  
(321) 254-1595 ext. 3067 or ldodson@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
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Pray The Rosary With Your 
Parish Family! 

 

Join Father Eamon every Sunday night at 7:00 pm. 
 

This Sunday, Father Eamon will pray the  
Joyful Mysteries with the Rozwell Family:   

Ron, Crystal, Adeline & Audrey.          
 

We will gather virtually, quiet ourselves, and pray the Rosary  
to prepare for the busy-ness of the week ahead. 

 

Join Father Eamon by phone, computer or tablet via our parish website: 
https://www.ascensioncatholic.net/.  Click on Ascension Catholic Media or Parish Facebook:   

https://www.facebook.com/ACCMelbourne. 
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Covid-19 got you down? 
Wanting to talk? 

 

Call the Listen Line! 
 

Parishioner Anne Seims knows the gift of having some-
one really listen. She is coordinating a team of Loving 
Listeners to take your calls.  
 

If you’d like to chat, or if you’d like to volunteer to listen, 
call Anne at 321-720-5211, Kate Midden at 321-610-8210 
or Martha Heaton 1-559-972-0808. 

 

Neither Anne, Kate nor any of her volunteers are  
therapists or counselors —   

they are people with loving hearts,  
willing and able to listen. 

 

Monsignor Martin B. Power  
Council 14573 

 

The Knights of Columbus is open to all Catholic 
gentlemen 18 and older. We have dedicated men of all ages 
who help meet the Knights’ mission of helping those in need 
and our Parish. Some members participate much less than 
others because of family and job pressures. We can use your 
help as little as once per year. 
 

Grand Knight Rob Light @ 321-626-9641 
Deputy Grand Knight Eddy Merlet @ 954-882-3687 
Membership Director John Miller @ 321-794-6620 

 

Ladies Auxiliary K of C  
 

We invite all ladies of the parish who have some 
affiliation with a Knight in any council, living or 

deceased, to join us. Our mission is to support the Knights in 
Council #14573. 
 

For membership information, please contact 
Ginny Reeder at 978-460-1972 
Kris Webster at 321-914-7813 

 

Knitting With Faith 
 

A group of Ascension Catho-
lic  knitters  and crocheters 
meet in Wickham Park  in  the 
big pavilion at 9am on     

Thursday mornings. We provide knitted and   
crocheted prayer shawls for anyone who is in 
need of comfort during a crisis, illness, or any 
trying time, especially in this time of isolation. If 
you feel lonely, need comfort and support or 
something to hold onto, let us know. We lovingly 
knit or crochet prayers into every row of the 
shawls for your comfort and wellbeing.          
The shawls are blessed by the priest before      
distribution. 
 

If you or someone you love is in need of a prayer 
shawl for any reason, please call Carol at 330-
806-8928 or Linda at 315-729-3478 and arrange-
ments will be made to get a shawl to you. W e 
invite you to meet us, pray with us, or join us. 

 

ROSARY-MAKING MINISTRY 
 

We are unable to hold meetings right now due to the pan-
demic but we need to continue making rosaries. I would like 
for all current members of the Rosary  Ministry  to  continue  
making  rosaries.  When  you have rosaries made, please 
contact me at (321)537-9168 or  michidavis@cfl.rr.com so 
we can arrange a time and place to meet to give 
me the rosaries. If any other  parishioners want to 
find out more about this ministry, you are welcome 
to contact me, Michi Davis, at the above telephone 
number or email address. 
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Mon. 7:30 am  †   Ida Guillory 
    †   John Mastrangelo 
Tues  7:30am   †   Christopher Holton 
    †   Ted Stoner  
Wed  7:30am  †   Edward Meinert 
    †   Claudia Pinella 
Thur. 7:30am  †   Richard Migliore 
    †   Don Foy  
Fri. 7:30am  †   Flo Downey 
    †   Gordon Rousseau  
Sat.  9:00am  †   Darrell Woehler 
    †   Mary Long 
 4:30pm  †   Curtis Sepulvado 
    †   Lester Myers 
Sun. 7:30 am   †   Joan & Jim Burrough 
    †   Fr. Timothy K. Ryan 
 9:30 am  †   George & Janet Binns 
    †   Peter Flynn 
          11:30 am  People of the Parish 
 5:30pm  †   Theresa Maria Nguyen 
    †   Mercedes Soto Betrand 

 
Flowers on the Altar 

in Memory of 
Paul L. Bouchard 
Love & Prayers,  

Your Family 

 

Week beginning Monday, August 30, 2020 
and ending Sunday, September 6, 2020 

 
 

Gerald & Jean Leech 57 years Aug   31 
Deacon Tom & Kathy Stauffacher 52 years Aug   31 
Jim & Gerry Peek 30 years Aug   30 

Wedding Anniversaries 

Greg Grasso, Betty Elko, Claire Grasso, Mia Moore, 
Carmelia Navarretta, Peggy McKelvey, Cathi Hurd, 
Betsy Coradine, CVNS, Rose Struzinski, Mary Laird, 
John Kelly, Jim Eisenmann, Laurie Chatman, Marge 
Pearsall, Terri Sills, K.J. Baker, Richard Furstenburg, 
Amanda Oudwa, Janice Roberson, Robert Hinnant, 

Mary Ellen Ritter, Maureen Kurtz, Theo Reaves, Leo Shumaker, 
Mary Ann Shumaker, Shirley Mattai, John DeStefon, Thomas 
Horan, Margie Boozer, Bill Porzio, Wayne Fogel, Anthony 
Tynes, John Hemel, John Thorstad, Joan Cantwell, Tim Durkin, 
Art Coridine, Steve Weinhold, Leslie Selage, Werner Schulz,  
Patrick Kenny, AJ Johnson, Marion Sampieri, Ron St. Clair,      
Fr. Mike DiRenzo, Elisa Fernandez, Eric Farrell, Frank Cavaliere, 
Rose Cavaliere, Jim Thorstad, Traci Wood, Frances Moberly, 
Joey Tauper, Sarah Morawa, John Brower, John Loft, Adrienne 
Matteucci, Rewa Donley, Donna Dillard, Charlotte Balchunis, 
Rita Stanley, Sean Stanley, Devin Scott, Arlene Ditta, Tom    
Lantry, Greg Deane, Marie Odorizzi, Eugene Parsons, Stephen 
Borrelli 
 

Please pray for those in the nursing homes. 
 

Pray for our Armed Forces Personnel here & overseas 
 

Joseph Marci, Robert Crowl, Bryan Calenda, David Barlow,   
Dylan Traver, Marty Martinez, Jonathan Martinez, Bryan Satter-
white, John Kinsora, Josh Grier, Robert Grover, Rory O’Connor, 
Shane O’Connor, Alex Ritner, Kyle Mimbs, Kristin Agresta,  
Andrew Nemethy, Lance Freeberg, Theresa Mavity, Matthew 
Hammond, Daniel Amulong, Dr. Jerry Higman, Margaret-Anne 
Sytxma, Matt Maurer USAF, Daniel Sosa, Ray Romano, Matthew 
Cavalcante, Chad Bloomstine, Logan Solio, Nick Owens,      
Nicholas Jon DeDominici, Benjamin Fredrick DeDominici,  
Reece Sampieri, Andrew Conklin 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 

We know for certain that the sacrament of penance was a fairly rare event 
in the life of a Christian in the early centuries, but that everyone had a duty 
to admit their sins and ask forgiveness before giving thanks in the Sunday 
Eucharist and receiving Christ’s Body and Blood at the table. Everyone 
today is familiar with this same ancient pattern. We also know about Lent 
and its journey of renewal, and even those who are returning from summer 
vacations may speak of a fresh perspective on life and a resolve to do 
better. Saint Augustine spoke of a third kind of penance, beyond the turn-
ing of the catechumens to a different life, beyond the normal everyday 
fresh start, to a form that is severe and serious. Certain sins broke faith with 
the community: the sinners were obliged to give their names to the bishop 
and were barred from participation in the Eucharist. Augustine mentioned 
sacrilege, adultery, and murder as the culprits, great wounds for the perpe-
trator, wounds that were serious, deadly, mortal. Penance was such a 
frightening prospect that many people delayed their baptism for fear that 
they would sin, a practice with which Augustine was well acquainted.   
Pastoral need would eventually call the church to reconsider its practice.  

-Rev. James Field, copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. 
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DAILY BREAD 
 

The need has never been more!   
Our homeless and those in need greatly appreciate Ascension Volunteers’ help. 

 

DAILY BREAD is our local soup kitchen that offers prepackaged lunches, fruit, and ice water. Due 
to Covid-19, there have been many changes to ensure the health and well-being of volunteers and the 
public.  DAILY BREAD has modified hours: 10:30am to 12:30pm.  Masks are required at all times. 
DAILY BREAD is located at 815 Fee Avenue, Melbourne.  Ascension volunteers work on the following 
days every month:  second Monday, second Thursday, second Saturday, fourth Tuesday, and fifth     
Friday.  For September, see the following dates and contacts below: 
 

Thursday, Sept 10 Mary Sikes ‒ 614-395-9030 
 

Saturday, Sept 12 Joan Johnson ‒ 321-779-1894 or jsj1102@aol.com 
 

Monday, Sept 14 Ann Reynolds ‒ 321-912-2668 
 

Tuesday, Sept 22 Ginny Crews ‒ 407-376-5984 

There is still time to purchase tickets.  
By taking a chance for $50, you could win 

$10,000. 
We have a full slot of golfers, but tickets for the 

Golf Ball Drop event are still available. 
The prize is $10,000 for the ball that lands  

closest to the designated hole. 
 

Please join us for our Saint Stephen’s Way 1st  
Annual Golf Ball Drop, September 26, 2020,  

Acquarina Beach & Country Club, Melb Beach. 
Purchase tickets @ www.ssway.org or call  

office@ssway 321.306.8873. 
Enter to win while helping SSW meet their Mission 
to provide affordable housing along with Supportive 

Services to Homeless Families referred by the  
Brevard School System. We need your help. 

 

THE CROSS OF JESUS 
 

The perception of a cross changed dramatically after Jesus’ crucifixion. Before that event, death on 
a cross was not only horrible, it was degrading.  It was a penalty reserved only for the most 
wretched of criminals.  The word “glory” would not have found its 
way into the same sentence containing the word “cross.”  But all that 
changed with Jesus. Over time, believers began to venerate and honor 
the cross.  They painted, sculpted, and carved images of it.  Many lost 
their own lives for their association with it. Today our reverence for 
and relationship with the cross recalls little of the contempt originally 
associated with it.  As it has been through the ages, it is our percep-
tion of the cross that determines how we follow Jesus.  
 Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. 



Joseph Stevens and Sons
Florida’s Premier Home Painting and Restoration Experts
Popcorn Removal • Knockdown Texture • Drywall Repair
Exterior House Painting • Interior Painting • Orange Peel

Sparkle/Glitter • Water Damage Repair
Brevard County – 321.984.8091

Indian River County – 772.569.0200 
Palm Beach County – 561.745.1336

St. Lucie County & Martin County – 772.871.5702
www.popcornremoved.com

~ Family Owned ~
Serving Florida 

Since 1970

AND MORE

HEARING Dept.

321.727.2020 ext.4058
502 E. New Haven Avenue | Melbourne

FREE HEARING TEST
PPaarriisshhiioonneerrss  rreecceeiivvee  $$550000  ooffff  
22  yyeeaarr  IInntteerreesstt  FFrreeee  FFiinnaanncciinngg
WAX REMOVAL • FREE TRIAL

JODI 
FOSTER
HAS, BC-HIS

Helping those who were in an accident.
I will prepare and settle your insurance accident claim

with the insurance companies.

Jessica Rose Mayer, J.D. • 772-209-2689
“Blessings of Godly love, peace and kindness” • Brevard Resident

JARED B. MOYLES, DPM KYLE J. MOYLES, MD, MBA
Downtown Melbourne
1515 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Melbourne, FL 32901
(321) 723-3500

Palm Bay
590 Malabar Rd. SE #5
Palm Bay, FL 32907
(321) 417-0822

2010 W. Eau Gallie Blvd., Ste. 104
Melbourne, FL 32935

(321) 500-4263

Alumni, parishioners, and parents of students serving your feet, hands, and home.

514065 Ascension Church (C)

Brownlie - Maxwell
Funeral Service

Since 1915
Melbourne, Florida

321-723-2345

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-432-3240

R & R Roofing
of Brevard, Inc.

Reroofs & All Repairs
Leaks My Specialty!
Vinyl & Aluminum

Soffit & Fascia
Senior Discount

Lic. & Ins.
Parishioner/HNJ

259-3731

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Chad R. Reddick, DMD, MS
Specialist in Orthodontics

www.melbourneorthodontics.com
Offices in Melbourne and Indian Harbour Beach

321.254.5232

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

DDrr..  MMiikkee  MMaaccKKaayy
Pediatric Dentistry

taking care of smiles from infants through teens
448811  NN..  HHaarrbboorr  CCiittyy  BBllvvdd..,,  SSttee..  110022 225544--77447744

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

321-722-3337 www.tropicalsmiles.com
418 E. New Haven Ave., Melbourne, FL 32901

*FORMER OFFICE OF DR. AMY ADDINGTON*

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂



Noreen & Bill Goldsmith
Parishioners

1749 Wickham Rd.
Melbourne, FL 32935

321-255-3785
E A S T  COA S T  P LU M B I N G  CO. I N C .

Serving Brevard County Families and Businesses for over 40 years

321.724.5588
Certified, Licensed and Insured

www.eastcoastplumbingcoinc.com

Our Family Serving Yours
Family Owned & Operated Since 1978

Pre-Arranged Funerals • Out of State Funerals & Transportation
We Honor All Pre-need Arrangements

Our 2 Locations
5400 Village Dr., Viera, FL 32955 • 321-635-1973

101 North Brevard Ave., Cocoa Beach, FL 32931 • 321-784-0117www.beckmanwilliamson.com

Our attorneys are devoted to injury and insurance issues
Christian Lindbaek - Parishioner (321) 729-1444

www.BREVARDJUSTICE.com

(321)727-2542
Air Conditioning and Heating

(321)727-2542
HNJ Parishioners Since 1976 

LICENSED TO CHILL®

www.weather-engineers.com Free Estimates for New Systems

$20 OFF
Service
Repairs

Great Style &

Great Prices!
CUSTOM OPTIONS • EXPERT INSTALLATION

• PLANTATION SHUTTERS • PORCH SHADES • DRAPERIES
• VERTICAL BLINDS • WOODEN BLINDS • & MORE

7954 N. Wickham Rd., Suite #118, Melbourne, FL 32940
(Corner of Baytree and Wickham Rd.) 321-752-7288
Call For Your FREE In-Home Consultation & Estimate

Become a Hospice Volunteer 
Join Us in Service to Our Mission of:
Uplifting Lives. Uplifting Each Other.

Uplifting Our Community.

For more information
(321) 269-4240
HospiceOfStFrancis.com

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

SINCE
1982

KENDALL
AUTOMOTIVE CENTER

Your Complete 
Auto-Truck Repair 

& Tire Service

www.KendallAutomotive.com

Parishioner’s Choice

321-727-0110
3100 W. New Haven Ave.

514065 Ascension Church (B) www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-432-3240

AFAA
Air-Conditioning
Honesty and Value

Repairs • Sales • Installs

561-371-5303Lic.#CAC-1816765
& Insured 

• Cataracts • Glaucoma
• Laser • Diabetes
• Pediatric • and More

FREDERICK HO, MD
Voted One of the Top Doctors &
Ophthalmologists In America

321.757.7272
8040 N. Wickham Road

Parishioners Choice • State of the Art Surgery
www.AtlanticEyeMD.com

• Repairs performed on premise
(Most repairs completed in 3 days)

• Two goldsmiths on premise
• AGS Certified Appraiser

• GIA Graduate Gemologist
Next to TJ Maxx & Ulta

2304 Remi Drive Ste. #103 • Viera, FL 32940
(321) 215-2222 • www.gennajewelers.com

Parish Family • Parishioner

THE DIAMOND PROFESSIONALS

Drs. Gerald Bird & Jay Johnson
Board Certified Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgeons

Offices: Cacoa & Melbourne
321-631-7000

Dental Implants   
Removal of Impacted Teeth

Oral Biopsies       
Reconstructive Surgery

wwwDrsBirdandJohnson.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Parishioner

FREE Delivery
We Welcome Express Script Customers

321-242-2440
M-F: 10AM-6PM F 321-242-2125
SAT: 10AM-1PM The Nelson Family 2176 Sarno Rd #120

Your Senior Care Specialists
Serving Brevard County since 1996

Homemakers • Companions
General Assistance

Free-in-home Assessment

All CAREgivers are screened,
licensed, bonded & insured

When Seniors

need help!

We put the CARE

in CAREgiving!

Melbourne • 255-0107

Parishioner

Classic Wood Flooring
Serving Brevard Since 1971

www.classicwoodflooring.com
3115 Aspinwall Ave.

(Next to Florida Today)
Julie Moren-Herndon ~ Parishioner

253-8847

Blue Sky
Painting

Tile & Stucco
No Jobs too Big or too Small

Pressure Washing
Bathroom Remodels

Stone & Tile Specialist
Additions • Patches

Int/Ext Paint • Whole House
Rich Hogarth, Parishioner

Bill Sullivan
Office: 259-8626
Cell: 480-9293



Monica McKune, Broker Associate
Parishioner/School Parent

Our Family Helping Yours!
Contact Us For All Your Real Estate Needs!

Monica@McKuneRealty.com
321.794.7253

www.McKuneRealty.comDownload My Mobile App!
Text KW273ULi9 To 87778

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL FALA-SE PORTUGUES

& CREMATION SERVICES
Owned & Operated by

the Vieira Family
“Our Family Serving Yours”

Two Serving Locations
West

4999 N. Wickham Road,
Melbourne/Suntree, FL 32940 

321-751-6012
East

1689 S. Patrick Drive, Indian
Harbour Beach, FL 32937 

321-777-4640
www.beachfuneralhome.com

$10OFF WITH MENTION OF AD
SALES & SERVICE
Owned and Operated by the
Mooney Family Since 1980

321.727.0101
www.bandbairconditioning.com

Air Conditioning
and Heating

Masters Law
772.770.9777
321.394.8816

“Keep Your House in Order”
Adoption • Custody • Support • DCF • Wills

Melbourne Office - House Calls

Randol Tracy Masters
masterslawoffice@aol.com
www.masterslawoffice.com

Family Promise of Brevard works to
empower families experiencing
homelessness to reclaim and
maintain their independence.

To help support or learn more about us, please visit us at www.familypromiseofbrevard.org

Dr. Liz White  Parishioner, School Parent
7155 Murrell Road | Suite 101

Melbourne, FL 32940
Phone: 321.723.4663

www.harborcityhearing.com

Attorney at Law
RAYMONDA CHAKHTOURA, ESQUIRE

Wills, Trusts, Social Security Disability & Family Law
730 E. Strawbridge Avenue, Suite 208

Melbourne, FL 32901
321-327-3707 raymonda@chakhtouralaw.com

514065 Ascension Church (A)

PALM BAY ALUMINUM 
Since 1977

Screen Rooms, Mobile Home Additions
Pool Enclosures, Room Additions

Vinyl & Glass Windows
725-5444

Cristina Babilonia
School Parent / Parishioner

Call / Text: (321) 591-8237
Email: cristinababilonia525@gmail.com

www.SearchHomesInBrevard.com

...be home be happy!

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-432-3240

KKIIMM’’SS  TTAAIILLOORRIINNGG
Alterations & Dry Cleaning

920 W. New Haven Ave. 
Melbourne • 768-8700

411 5th Ave • Indialantic • 768-1493

THOMAS C. TEATHER, M.D.
Adult & Pediatric Ophthalmology

Medicare         Health First
242-2026

1478 Highland Ave., Suite A
Historic Eau Gallie Parishioner 

ECOR Lawn Spray
& Pest Control
254-0930

ecorpestcontrol.com
Mike & Lisa Garoust

Parishioners
School Parents

DR. ANNE M GREGAS
Board Certified Optometrist

• Custom Glasses & Contacts
• Glaucoma, Diabetes, Dry Eye

Medicare, Health First & VSP

3200 N. Wickham Rd.
321-253-3550 Parishioner

Eric Ponce, Agent
2240 N. Wickham Rd.
Melbourne, FL 32935
Bus: 321-773-7500

PO45151   4/04        eric.ponce.cp6g@statefarm.com
Parishioner of

Our Lady of Lourdes

Dave Mastro
AIR & HEAT INC.

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
“We charge by the job, not by the hour!”

777-2664
PARISHIONER - HNJ CAC 058617

• Wills • Trusts • Estate Planning
Free Consultation
(321) 600-4989

Kmurtha@murthalaw.us
Discount to Parishioners

Kevin M. Murtha, Esq.
Attorney at Law

Margaret
Nemethy
APRN

Nancy
Silva
APRN

Certified Pediatric Nurse Practitioners
PARISHIONERS

321.724.5437
Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

PEDSINBREVARD.COM
1755 W. Hibiscus Blvd., Melbourne, FL 32901

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.

David Curri, Broker/Owner
321.890.9911

davidcurri.com
dcurriteam@myckhome.com
325 Fifth Ave., Indialantic
Downtown Eau Gallie Arts District

It is the way we serve others that our greatness is felt.

HAIR
STYLIST
29 Years Experience

Virginia Price
PARISHIONER

2255 N. Wickham Rd.
Melbourne

321.302.0551
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