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SERVED BY: 
 

Rev. Eamon Tobin .......................Ext. 3070 
Pastor, email: tobin2@live.com 
 

Rev. Martin Fitzgerald ....... 321-254-1595 
Assistant Priest 
rmartinfitz@gmail.com 
 

Deacon Sergio A. Colon ..............Ext. 3082 
Bereavement Ministry, Hispanic Community 
scolon@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Deacon Tom Stauffacher 
proftom369@cfl.rr.com—321-242-4504 
 

Deacon Bill Terneus 
bterneus@ascensioncatholicsch.org—254-1595 
 

Deacon Chris Meehan 
cmeehan@ascensioncatholicsch.org —242-8003 
 

Anita Brady ...................................Ext. 3001 
School Principal  
abrady@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

John Baillie ....................................Ext. 3044 
Technology Administrator  
jbaillie@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Victoria Dunn ...............................Ext. 3003 
Director, School Development Office  
vdunn@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Betsy Glasenapp ...........................Ext. 3080 
Faith Formation Director  
dre@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Shelly Wackley .............................Ext. 3080 
Faith Formation Assistant 
swackley@ascensioncatholicsch.org  
 

Cara Giuliano ................................Ext. 3501 
Director of Youth Ministry 
ascensioncatholicteens@gmail.com 
 

Anna Nagy .....................................Ext. 3501 
Associate Youth Minister 
 

Katie Gander .................................Ext. 3068 
Music/Liturgy Director 
kgander@ascensioncatholicsch.org.   
 

Laura Dodson ...............................Ext. 3067 
Pastoral Associate/RCIA 
ldodson@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Ashley Breaux ...............................Ext. 3077 
Contemporary Music 
abreaux@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Monica Sutton ..............................Ext. 3076 
Volunteer Coordinator 
msutton@ascensioncatholic.net 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Friday - 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 PARISH OFFICE STAFF 
 

Teresa Romano ............................Ext. 3050  
Front Office Manager 
tromano@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Mary Russo....................................Ext. 3078 
Business Manager/Bookkeeper 
mrusso@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Anne Dorros ..................................Ext. 3074 
Assistant Bookkeeper  
adorros@ascensioncatholicsch.org  

 

Maria Sittig ...................................Ext. 3072  
Secretary/Bulletin  
msittig@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Brian Carley 
Special Projects Manager  
bcarley@ascensioncatholicsch.org 

ASCENSION CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
2950 N. Harbor City Blvd., Melbourne, FL 32935 

Tel. 321-254-1595 -Fax 321-255-3490 
www.ascensioncatholic.net 

 

ASCENSION CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
www.ascensioncatholicsch.org 

U.S. Department of Education  
School of Excellence 

 

Pre-Kindergarten through Eighth Grade 
 

FAITH FORMATION 
Religious Education  

Pre-K3– Gr. 3 Tuesdays, 2:00-3:30pm 
Pre-K3– Gr. 6 Tuesdays, 4:00 - 5:15 p.m. 

Pre-K3– Gr. 6 Wednesdays, 4:00 - 5:15 p.m. 
Gr. 1-6 Wednesdays, 6:15 - 7:30 p.m. 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Ascension Catholic Life Teen  

Sundays 6:45-8:30pm 
Edge (Grades 7&8) Wednesdays 6-7:30pm 

 

OUTREACH 
Ascension Thrift Store:  259-7291 

Ascension Social Concerns:  259-5685 

 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass 
4:30 pm 

Sunday Masses 
7:30 am 

 
  

    9:30 a.m. (free childcare) 
(choir)          

 

11:30 am (free childcare) 
 

5:30 pm 
(Contemporary Music) 

 

Weekday Masses 
Monday-Friday:  7:30 am 

Sat. 9:00 am  
 

 Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday:  3:15 - 4:25 pm  

Wednesday: 5:00 pm 
(or by appointment) 

As a good steward of the Lord’s blessings, please remember to consider  
your Parish Family or School Endowment in your Last  Will and Testament. 
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The following are four miscellaneous reflections on    
family. 
 

Reflection #1.  Happy families are involved with help-
ing others.  
 

Sr. Sandra DeGidio, O.S. M., writes: 
 

     Rosemary Haughton, noted theologian and herself 
the mother of a large family, says, “Contrary to popular  
belief, the best marriages and the happiest families 
don’t happen because people concentrate, first of all, on 
the quality of their relationships, but rather when the 
couple and then the family as a whole is involved in 
something bigger.” That “something bigger” is the com-
mandment of Christ to love and serve one another. “My 
family,” says Jesus, “hears God’s word and acts on it.” 
     Healthy families make a concerted effort to go      
beyond their cozy clan, to enlarge their focus to include 
the people around them in their communities and the 
world who are less fortunate. They involve themselves 
in parish outreach projects. They volunteer at local soup 
kitchens and contribute service to local community     
projects like Habitat For Humanity, shelters for the 
homeless or Food for the Hungry. 
      

Healthy families who value service to others not only 
see the need to serve others, they find concrete ways to 
assist them. They strive to simplify their lives in order 
to share with those who have less. They weed out their 
closets and donate good used clothing to thrift shops or 
Goodwill without seeking to replace the clothing with 

new. They are open to others and generously hospitable. 
They find joy in welcoming strangers by sharing their 
homes and themselves with others, especially in times 
of disaster. 
 
Reflection #2.  Good families all learn to deal with  
difficulties and challenges. 
 

Jay Cormier writes: 
 

     In his book, All Rivers Run to the Sea, Elie Wiesel 
(famous survivor of Nazi war camps) recalls a terrible 
moment confronting his family. The war was coming to 
an end, but the deportation of the Jews continued. 
Elie—who was fifteen at the time—his parents, and 
three sisters faced deportation to the Nazi concentration 
camp at Birkenau. Maria, a Christian and the family’s 
housekeeper, begged the Wiesels to hide in her family’s 
cabin in the mountains. The family gathered at the  
kitchen table for a family meeting: Should they go with    
Maria or stay and take their chances? The family       
decided to stay. “A Jew must never be separated from 
his community,” Elie’s  father said. “What happens to 
everyone else happens to us as well.” 
     Elie Wiesel writes of their decision: “My father was 
right. We wanted to stay together, like everyone else. 
Family unity is one of our important traditions, as the  
enemy well knew…. The strength of the family tie, 
which had contributed to the survival of our people for 
centuries, became a tool in its exterminator’s hands.” 
  

    
Like the Wiesels, the family of Joseph, Mary, and the 
child Jesus had to endure a great deal as well the scandal 
of Mary’s pregnancy, Mary’s giving birth far from 
home, their fleeing from Herod’s murderous wrath. Yet 
their love for one another and their trust in God kept 
their family together through the worst of times. 
     Every family experiences its share of difficult        
moments and challenges. Today, on this Sunday after 
Christmas, we celebrate “family”—that unique nucleus 
of society that nurtures and supports us throughout our 
journey on earth. This Christmas season, may we redis-
cover the special bond that transforms a household into 
a family—a family that is a harbor of forgiveness and 
understanding and a safe place of unconditional love, 
welcome, and acceptance. 
 

(Used with permission from Jay Cormier, Copyright 2010 by   
Connections/Media Works. All right reserved.) 
 

 

Miscellaneous Reflections on the 
Feast of the Holy Family 

Contrary to popular belief, the best marriages  
and the happiest families don’t happen because  

people concentrate, first of all, on the quality  
of  their relationships, but rather when the couple  

and then the family as a whole is involved in  
something bigger. 

Yet their love for one another and their trust  
in God kept their family together through 

the worst of times. 
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Prayer:  Loving Father, in times of tension, bless our 
family with the hope of your consolation and forgiveness; 
in times of joy, bless us with a spirit of thankfulness, never 
letting us forget that you are Father of us all.  
 

Reflection #3.  How can a sense of Jesus’ presence 
transform a family or community? 
 

Patricia Sanchez writes: 
 

     On this, the feast of the Holy Family, the gathered 
assembly is invited to reflect, not only upon that holy 
threesome who have figured so importantly in our salva-
tion history, but also upon all the other families that 
comprise the one universal family of humankind. 
     Unfortunately, and due to a variety of factors, the ties 
that bind us one to another within our global network of 
families have suffered a series of assaults over the past 
several decades. This is a fact that need not be argued; 
the evidence of relational weakness and even decay is 
obvious and this weakness affects every one of us to one 
degree or another.  Rather than bemoan the fact and  
belabor the point, our attention might be better directed 
and our efforts better spent in trying to effect change, 
conversion and growth within the family unit. “If we can 
change the culture of our families,” says Steve W.     
Vannoy (The Ten Greatest Gifts I Give My Children, 
Simon and Schuster, New York: 1994) “surely that 
change will radiate out to touch those around us.” In this 
way, our society will be improved from the inside out, 
family by family. The following fable offers a powerful 
example of the contagious grace of change. 
     The membership of a once numerous order of monks 
dwindled over the years, until there were only five 
brothers left in what had been a thriving community. For 
years, people from the surrounding area had been drawn 
to the monastery in search of the learning and spiritual 
renewal they found there. Now, no one ever visited as 
the spirit of the place and its inhabitants seemed to be 
slowly dying. 
     One day, however, a rabbi happened by to visit. 
When he was about to leave, one of the brothers asked 
the rabbi if he had any advise on how to revitalize them-
selves and make their monastery a spiritual center once 
again. After a few moments, the rabbi replied, “The only 
thing I can tell you is that the Messiah is one of you.” 
Flabbergasted, the brothers replied, “The Messiah 
among us?  Impossible!” 
 

     As the weeks passed, the brothers puzzled over the  
rabbi’s startling revelation. If the Messiah were here, 
who would it be?  Maybe, Brother Timothy . . . he’s the 
abbot and in his capacity as leader, he could surely be 
chosen to be the Messiah….  
     It couldn’t be Bro. Mark; he’s always so argumenta-
tive, but, he’s usually right….  Or maybe, it’s Bro. Pius 
who tends the garden and the animals.  He could proba-
bly nourish a troubled world if he were the Messiah. 
     Surely, it could be Bro. Dominic; he’s studious, 
learned and familiar with all the great spiritual writers. It 
couldn’t be Peter, could it? Certainly, the Messiah 
couldn’t be the one who cleaned toilets, dirty laundry 
and scrubbed the pots and pans each day.  Or, could it? 
     Since the monks were unable to determine which one 
of them was the Messiah, they began to treat one another 
as though each were the one. Moreover, just in case he 
himself might be the Messiah, each monk began to treat 
himself with new respect and to conduct himself with 
greater dignity. 
     Within a few weeks, the monastery’s occasional      
visitors were awed by the love, goodness and revitalized 
spirituality they experienced. They returned again and 
again and brought new friends along. Soon, a few young 
men asked to be admitted to the order and the monastery 
thrived again. 
     Imagine the possibilities for growth and renewal if  
each family were to take to heart the rabbi’s words, “The 
Messiah is one of you.” How much more might spouses 
love and cherish one another ….  How much more might 
parents value their children, protect them, teach them 
and lovingly attend to their needs ….  How much more 
might children honor and appreciate their parents. If 
each member of every family were to reverence one  
another as the Messiah, i.e., as Jesus who is our Savior 
and brother, how much might that strengthen and secure 
those familial bonds that are the infrastructure, without 
which our society has no future. 
     Today, the love shared among the Holy Family offers 
us both a witness and challenge. To love one another as 
they did requires that we look beyond the faults and  
idiosyncrasies that annoy us in order to discover the 
Christ who lives in each of us. Such love requires that 
we replace nitpicking, nagging and criticism with wise 
counsel, humbly offered, and encouragement and praise, 
generously bestowed. Such was the love that became 
incarnate among us and which we reveled in celebrating 
at Christmas. Such is also the love that has brought us to 
the end of this year and will carry us through to the new 
millennium and beyond. 
 

(Used with permission, The Word We Celebrate: Commentary on 
the Sunday Lectionary Years, A, B, C. by Patricia Sanchez, - 
Sheed & Ward publisher (9-1-89.) 

 

Reflection question: 
 

What has been the hardest situation your family has had 
to deal with?  How were you able to cope with it? 
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Reflection #4.  God  - A Divine Migrant  
 

Fr. Daniel Groody writes: 
 

Reflection: With Herod’s armies on their donkey’s tail 
and a target on their son’s back, this new family gets off 
to a rough start! It would be a hard beginning for any 
family, let alone God’s anointed Holy Family! Their 
privileged role in salvation history did not dispense 
them from the challenges, uncertainties, and vulnerabili-
ties that are part of every human journey. 
     Though this story may be familiar to us, the underly-
ing trials of this family should not be lightly glossed 
over. Instead of settling down, they are forcibly uproot-
ed and flee to Egypt to avoid Herod’s murderous rage. 
We can only imagine the many times Mary and Joseph 
must have thought, Good God, if this son of ours is so 
special, why must we go through so much hardship? As 
the drama unfolds, we can only wonder why God would 
allow his own family—and even his own self—to un-
dergo such tribulation?  
     As we enter more deeply into this mystery, we real-
ize that God in Jesus, not only leaves his homeland and 
enters our broken world as a “divine migrant,” but he 
and his family also become refugees! Matthew only 
gives us ten brief verses to describe this journey, but we 
know that coming out of Egypt, his story will align with 
Israel’s own story. But this time the promise on the 
horizon is not only for release from physical bondage 
but freedom from slavery to sin and death on a journey 
that will lead to the road of salvation. 
 

Meditation: Today there are more than sixty-five 
million people in our world like Mary, Joseph, and   
Jesus who are forcibly displaced from their homelands 
because of persecution, war, or violence. We can only 
imagine how the Holy Family felt when good-hearted 
people unsuspectingly helped them in their need and 
extended spontaneous gestures of support and kindness. 
We cannot do everything to relieve the pain of those on 
the move, but we can do something. How can I make a 
stranger feel welcome today, honor their dignity, or 
reach out to those near me who are living away from 
their homeland? 
 

Prayer: Lord, without knowing the road ahead, the 
Holy Family learned how to trust you one step at a time 
as they navigated their way through the challenges of 
life. Guide me in your goodness, even when I do not 
know the way ahead or how you are leading me. 
 

 
(Copyright 2019 by Daniel G. Groody. “Daily Reflections for 
Advent & Christmas Waiting in Joyful Hope, 2019 – 2020” pgs. 
40-41. Published by Liturgical Press, Collegeville, Minnesota. 
Used with permission. ) 
 

For Trust And Confidence In God 
 

My God, I want to have confidence in your 
love, but so many things seem to hold me 
back:   
past wounds, past hurts, past betrayals, 
past sins—mine and others. 

Open my eyes.  Open my heart. 
Enable me to take the leap of faith 
 that is needed now. 
Holiness isn’t a matter of starting to love you 

some time in the future, or even tomorrow. 
I don’t have to wait until I become a better per-

son, more worthy, more virtuous. 
It’s a matter of trusting in your mercy today, 

just as I am. 
You showed this to the saints; show me, too, 

and give me a spirit of great confidence. 
I ask this through your beloved Son, 
our merciful Saviour.   Amen. 

Elizabeth Ruth Obbard 
 
 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
 
Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit,  
that my thoughts may all be holy. 
Act in me, O Holy Spirit, 
that my work, too, may be holy. 
Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit, 
that I love but what is holy. 
Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit, 
to defend all that is holy. 
Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, 
that I always may be holy. 
Amen. 

St. Augustine 
 

For more beautiful prayers, see Treasury of Prayers on 
the list of my writings on our website. 
 

A BIG thank you to all who sent cards and  
goodies to the Office before Christmas. 

 
 
 

Have a blessed week, 
 
 
 
 
 

 

tobin2@live.com 
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Next Sunday’s Readings 
January 5, 2020 A 

 

The Epiphany of  
the Lord 

 

Isaiah 60:1-6   
Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13 

 Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6  
Matthew 2:1-12  

 
Who and what on your journey has 
helped you to know and understand  

Jesus and his message better? 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

    Ascension Catholic Life Teen  
 

Life Teen will resume in January.  
 

                                  EDGE 
 

Edge will also resume in January 
Summit meeting:  January 7 

7:00-8:30pm for all high school teens 

 
Life Teen & Edge wish the 
Parishioners of  Ascension 
a most Joyous New Year! 

 
 

Questions about Youth Ministry?  
Contact Cara Giuliano, Director of Youth Ministry, or Anna 

Nagy, Associate Youth Minister, EDGE program at   
ascensioncatholicteens@gmail.com or 254-1595 x 3501. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE & DAY 
 SCHEDULE 

  

                 MASSES 
 
 

 New Year’s Eve (Tuesday) 
December 31, 2019 

5:30pm Vigil 
 

 New Year’s Day (Wednesday)  
January 1, 2020 

9:00am  

 

SUPPORTING ASCENSION CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL 

     As 2019 comes to a close, we thank everyone who 
supported our two special events in 2019, the Gala in 
March and Games of Our Lives in November: those 
who donated items for our auctions, all those who     
invited friends to participate, or attend the events, our 
countless volunteers who did everything from planning 
to clean-up, all our generous and loyal friends and sup-
porters. 
     Your continuing support of Ascension Catholic 
School provides the wherewithal to continue providing 
an educational setting which immerses our students into 
an environment of excellence that challenges them both 
academically and spiritually.  We pray for you all daily. 

 

God’s special blessings and peace to you. 
Victoria Dunn, Director of Development, ACS 

 

  PARISH OFFICE WILL BE 
CLOSED 

WEDNESDAY,  
JANUARY 1, 2020. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

Ascension Catholic School 
Mission Statement 

 
Ascension Catholic School, founded by the 

Sisters of Mercy and rooted in the charism of     
compassion, is a community of Companions on the 
Journey. We strive to foster the growth of each 
unique child by living the Gospel values, achieving 
academic excellence, and serving our global family. 
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VOCATIONS CUP 
 

The Vocations Cup for December will go out 
at the Sunday 7:30am Mass. George & Joan 
Provencher will take the Cup home this 
week. 

 

If you’d like to sign up, please contact Jim Voltaire at  
321-610-3538 or Joanneandjames129@gmail.com. 

 

C  P  
(Prayer of the Heart) 

“Be still and know that I am God.”  (Ps 46:10) 
 

Tuesdays at 7:00pm, Ministry Bldg, Rm 304  
For info, contact  Pam Lackie at 259-2431. 

EUCHARISTIC  ADORATION 
 

“The Blessed Sacrament is that Presence which makes a Catholic Church 
different from every other place in the world; which makes it, as no other 
place can be, holy.”   - Cardinal Newman 

 
 

Vacations, illness, absent snowbirds and just life take a 
toll on the availability of adorers. If you can find an 
hour to commit to Jesus, consider the Adoration Chapel. 
Jesus wants you there and through the Holy Spirit is  
calling you! 

For info or questions, contact Sam Rodríquez at 
795-9813 or adoration.ascension@gmail.com. 

 

Sunday 1am, 2am, 3am, 5am, 5pm, 8pm, 9pm, 
  10pm 
Monday  12am, 12pm, 8pm, 11pm 
Tuesday 2am, 4am, 11am, 6pm, 8pm, 11pm* 
Wed.  1am, 2am, 3am, 4am, 5am, 9am, 1pm*, 
  6pm, 11pm  
Thursday 1am, 3am, 9am, 1pm, 4pm, 5pm, 6pm, 
  7pm, 9pm, 11pm  
Friday  1am, 2am*, 3am, 7am, 11am, 12pm, 1pm, 
  4pm, 5pm, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm 
Saturday 1am, 2am, 3am, 4am, 5pm, 7pm, 8pm, 
  9pm*  
 

 *Denotes no adorer at that hour 

 

ROSARY-MAKING MINISTRY 
 

Rosary Ministry meets Sundays, 1:00-3:00 pm 
Buescher Center, Rm. 410 
Next meeting:  January 12  

 

If interested, call Michi  Davis  
at 242-8092. 

 

PEN PALS FOR INMATES 
 

Studies show that inmates with pen pals have a lower 
recidivism rate. The Bible tells us to "remember those 
in prison as if you were together with them." 
 

A simple way to minister to prisoners is to write to 
them. Write-a-prisoner.com has profiles and addresses 
of inmates seeking pen pals and tips for getting start-
ed. Clare Saint Gabriel, a parishioner, has several pen 
pals and is happy to discuss this ministry. Please 
email her at Clarestg@gmail.com for information on 
finding, encouraging and writing safely with inmates. 

 

Cancer and Healing Prayer Ministry 
Wednesday, February 5 

2:00-3:00pm, Buescher Center, Room 410 
 

The Cancer & Healing Prayer Ministry WILL NOT 
be meeting in January.  

 

Please join us to pray for those living with cancer and 
other difficult illnesses. We pray for those on our prayer 
list daily, but our monthly gathering allows us to pray 
together and to encourage one another as we or a loved 
one receives a diagnosis, goes through treatment, or  
progresses through an illness. 
 

If you have prayer requests or questions, please contact 
Barbara Warwick at (321) 242-2036. 

 

“Feeling Groovy?” 
 

We had a great response to our notice for the mental 
wellness support group. The “Emotional Wellness   
Warriors” are now meeting the first and third Mondays 
of each month in Ministry Bldg., Rm. 302. We wel-
come anyone wishing to join this ongoing group. 
Please feel free to contact Jason Hoppenbrouwer, 
LCSW, at 321-698-9155, if you have questions or need 
additional information. 

 

JUSTFAITH 
 

JustFaith is offering a 21-week program, Engaging 
Spirituality, that integrates prayer and action, inviting   
participants into both contemplation and engagement 
with the needs of the world. This program will be    
offered during the day.  We will be starting in mid-
January, and at this time we are looking to see who 
may be interested in this program. 
 

For more information, please call Rita Billingsley 
at 254-3865 or Maureen Kurtz at 752-5472. 
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Social Concerns & Food Pantry 

Reflect on the past year and begin 
your new year remembering your 
blessings!  
No one in our community should 
go hungry, and we are ready to 

help.  Together we will make sure they don’t.  There are 
so many people who need us.  Together we can make it 
happen.   
 

Thank you all so much for your continued support.  We 
have such a loving, caring and generous community, and 
we look forward to working together.  God bless you.  
Have a blessed week.  
 

Social Concerns will be closed until  
Thursday, January 2. 

 
Food Pantry Needs: Pasta (spaghetti, ravio-
li), spaghetti sauce, powdered milk, beans, 
canned fruits, soup, diced tomatoes, canned 
tomato sauce, canned vegetables (corn, green 

beans, peas, etc.), canned meats (stew, ham, spam, 
chicken, tuna)  

Monsignor Martin B. Power Council 14573 
 

The Knights of Columbus is open to all Catholic 
gentlemen 18 and older. We have dedicated men 
of all ages who help meet the Knights’ mission of 

helping those in need and our Parish. Some members partici-
pate much less than others because of family and job pres-
sures. We can use your help as little as once per year. 

 

Grand Knight Charlie Hunton @ 502-762-1731 
Deputy Grand Knight Rob Light @ 321-626-9641 
Membership Director John Miller @ 321-794-6620 

Ladies Auxiliary K of C  
 

We invite all ladies of the parish who have some  
affiliation with a Knight in any council, living or   
deceased, to join us. Our monthly meetings are on 

the 3rd Thursday of each month at 7:00pm in the Ministry Build-
ing, Room 313. Our mission is to support the Knights in Council 
#14573. 

For membership information, please contact 
Christina Light at 321-544-3418 

or Betsy Hampton at 321-254-0418 

 

FUNERAL CHOIR 
 

If you are interested in joining Ascension’s    
funeral choir, please call Marie Odorizzi at    
255-3952. There are no rehearsals. It is a beautiful 
way to show support for grieving family and friends 
and to give of your time and talent.   

Ascension Catholic Church  
Community is invited to join the  

Knights of Columbus, Council 14573  
 Power Rosary 

 

every 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:15pm  
in the Our Lady’s Chapel. 

 

BEREAVEMENT RECOVERY SUPPORT GROUP 
 

The Bereavement Recovery Support Group meets on 
the first and third Fridays of the month in Buescher   
Center, Room 413, from 1:30 to 3:00pm. 

 

For more information, call Carol Gessler,  
group leader, at 779-7850. 

Ascension Prayer Shawl Ministry 
It’s easier to pray when you are wrapped in Love! 

Thursday, 9:00–11:00am, Ministry Bldg, Rm 304 
 

Bring your favorite needles and hooks. If knitting or crocheting has 
passed you by, we’ll teach you how to do them. Prayer is said in 
our hearts with every stitch we take. All yarn donations are  greatly 
appreciated!  
 

If you or your loved ones would like a shawl or need more info, 
please call  Carol Allebach at 330-806-8928 or 

Linda Webb at 321-733-1536. 

 

ROSARY OF THE UNBORN  
 

A group of parishioners are praying a special rosary called the Rosary of the Unborn on Tuesday nights at 
6:00 in Buescher Center, Rm 413. According to the promises attached to this Rosary, each ‘Hail Mary’ said 
saves a  baby from abortion. Each ‘Our Father’ appeases the heart of the Father for the sin of abortion. 
Please join us every week or whenever you can. We need more members. 
If another time would be better for you, or you would like to obtain a Rosary of the Unborn to say on your 
own, please contact Diane Nichols at  858-774-1038.  
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Kindness Rock Garden  
 

Our Kindness Rock Garden is  
in need of rocks. Looking for  

folks or ministries that have time to make kindness 
rocks.  Please help us replenish our beautiful garden 
by donating rocks or making new inspirational ones.  
Rocks can be purchased at Lowes or Home Depot.  
We use Caribbean Beach Pebble Rocks but any rock 
will do.   

 

Our goal for 2020 is to have our garden filled so we 
can continue to spread kindness as we start the      
new year.  The Ascension Kindness Rock Garden is 
located  between the Church and Parish Hall.   

 

Thank you for your kindness.   

 

Senior Adventures In Learning (SAIL) 
 

Winter Term begins  
January 7 and 8 

 

Join the fun!  If you are 50 or over, Senior Adventures 
In Learning is just for you!  Senior Adventures In 
Learning (S.A.I.L.) of Melbourne, Inc., is an outreach 
ministry to senior citizens in Brevard County.  
 

SAIL will begin its Winter Session on Tuesday, Jan. 7, 
and Wednesday, Jan. 8, through Feb. 25 and 26. 
The classes are at 9:00, 10:00, 11:00 a.m. and 12:30 
p.m. All classes will be held right here at Ascension 
Catholic Church. Check the brochure for all the 
details.  
 

The one-time registration fee is $30 for one day of 
classes or $45 for two days of classes for the entire      
8-week term.  Scholarships are available if needed. 
 

For all the details, come to the Church Office to pick 
up a brochure, log on to www.sailofmelbourne.org to 
review the courses and print out a registration form, or 
email sailofmelbourne@gmail.com to have a brochure/
registration packet mailed to you. You can also call 
321-626-0963. 
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Valentine’s Day  
Weekend Excursion 

Sound of Music Matinee 
 

Saturday, February 15 
9:30am-4:30pm 

Cocoa Village Playhouse 
 

Round-Trip from  
Ascension, Lunch &  

Theater Ticket:  $85 pp 
 

Call Global Tours for  
details and to sign up 

321-676-6040 

SAVE THE DATE 
Sunday, February 23 

Sr. Maureen Cannon’s 
65 Years of Professed  

Religious Life 
 

Mass at 11:30am with 
reception to follow. 

Dr. Carol L. Razza is a full-time     
faculty member and formation advi-
sor at St. Vincent de Paul Seminary 
in Boynton Beach. She holds an 
Ed.D in Child and Youth Studies, an 
M.S. in Counseling Psychology, and 
a B.S. in Psychology.  She serves on 
the Advisory Board as the Regional   
Representative for Europe and Asia 

for the International Magnificat. She has worked in 
private practice as a psychotherapist for over twenty-
five years, is an author of two books and presents  
seminars, conferences, workshops and retreats nation-
ally and internationally. Married for 50 years to     
husband Paul, they delight in the blessing of their 
children and grandchildren.  

      

     Fr. Blake Britton was born and raised in the Diocese of Orlando, F lorida, the oldest of four    
children. After studying opera at an arts school and the Orlando Opera Company, he applied for the 
seminary at the age of 18, where he earned a Bachelor’s degree in Philosophy and Master’s Degree 
in Divinity. He is fluently bilingual in English and Spanish and well-studied in both classical Latin 
and biblical Greek. 
 

     Fr. Blake has a deep devotion to the Cause of Canonization of the Florida Martyrs.  He was    
featured in the EWTN documentary They Might Be Saints and is a contributor to “Word on Fire 
Ministries.”  He is the parochial vicar at St. Mary Catholic Church in Rockledge.  

EVERYONE IS INVITED!!! 
Tickets for sale after all Masses January 4/5, 2020 or,  

contact Priscilla Allen at 321-724-1542  
fistmele53@hotmail.com. 
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Register with Cara at ascensioncatholicteens@gmail.com 

 

Men’s Retreat Weekend 
at Our Lady of Florida Spiritual Center, North Palm Beach, Florida 

Beginning Friday, January 24 
 

Many of our men and women have travelled to Our Lady of Florida Spiritual Center for retreat.  
The theme for this year’s retreat program is “Eucharist: Blessed and Broken - Shared and Sent.”  
We look forward to welcoming you for this time of spiritual enrichment and renewal.  
 

For more information and to register for the retreat, go to www.ourladyofflorida.org 
and click on ‘Retreats’—then ‘Men’s Retreat.’ 
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Dominic & Brenda Randazzo 58 years Dec  30 
Donald & Maureen Johns 41 years Dec  29 
Bob & Carmin Petrone 40 years Dec  29  
Ernest & Shirley Maxwell 68 years Jan    2 
William & Margaret McLaughlin 55 years Jan    1 
Richard & Claudia Bolognini 51 years Jan    1 
Ralph & Kathleen Lambert 51 years Jan    1 
Timothy & Susan Bates 45 years Jan    1 
Eric & Sara Stern 35 years Jan    1 
Carlos & Elizabeth Espino 35 years Jan    1 

Wedding Anniversaries 

Greg Grasso, Harry Wright, Betty Elko,  CVS, Claire 
Grasso, Mia Moore, Carmelia Navarretta, Peggy 
McKelvey, Cathi Hurd, Ted Stoner, Betsy Coradine, 
Joan Barco, Rose Struzinski, Mary Laird, John Kelly, 
Jim Eisenmann, Laurie Chatman, Marge Pearsall, Ann 

McKelvey, Terri Sills, K.J. Baker, Richard Furstenburg, Amanda 
Oudwa, Janice Roberson, Robert Hinnant, Mary Ellen Ritter, 
Maureen Kurtz, Theo Reaves, Leo Shumaker, Shirley Mattai, John 
DeStefon, Thomas Horan, Margie Boozer, Whitney Pierto, Jim 
Warwick, Bill Porzio, Wayne Sabo, Wayne Fogel, Anthony Tynes, 
Paula Irvin, Amy Carter, John Hemel, John Thorstad, Joan Cant-
well, Pat Beall, Tim Durkin, Kathy Jagdmann, Art Coridine, Stella 
Warnock, Steve Weinhold, Sara Baker, Leslie Selage, Jonah    
Powers, Phyllis Powers, Ilyana James Ayers, John Ruyane, Werner 
Schulz, Justine Miller, Cosanne Mistretta, Elizabeth Mengel, Ethel 
Kenny, Patrick Kenny, Pam Conner, AJ Johnson, Niki Gransberry, 
Douglas Stillwagon, Ron St. Clair, Brad Golson, Matther Rabel, 
Fr. Mike DiRenzo, Eric Farrell, Rosemary Bowen, Eugena Krassel, 
Hope Coffey, Eugene Balcerak, Divina Breckenridge 

Please pray for those in the nursing homes. 
 

Pray for our Armed Forces Personnel overseas 
 

Joseph Marci, Robert Crowl, Bryan Calenda,  David Barlow, Dylan 
Traver, Marty Martinez, Jonathan Martinez, Bryan Satterwhite, 
John Kinsora, Josh Grier, Robert Grover, Rory O’Connor, Shane 
O’Connor, Alex Ritner, Kyle Mimbs, Kristin Agresta, Andrew 
Nemethy, Lance Freeberg, Theresa Mavity,  Matthew Hammond, 
Daniel Amulong, Dr. Jerry Higman,  Margaret-Anne Sytxma, Matt 
Maurer USAF,  Daniel Sosa, Ray Romano, Matthew Cavalcante, 
Chad Bloomstine, David Molina, Matthew Carney, Logan  Solio, 
Nick Owens 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mon. 7:30 am  †   Brenda Jane Guettler Burkhardt   
Tues  7:30am   †   Larry Stout 
    †   Patricia McCarthy 
New Year’s Vigil  
 5:30pm  †   Dora Wojnowski 
    †   Joan & Stan Ludwig 
January 1, 2020 New Year’s Day  
Wed.  9:30 am  †   Sr. Carmel McEnroy 
    †   Richard Fitzgerald 
 

Thur. 7:30 am  †   John Toppa 
    †   Toppa Family  
Fri.  7:30 am  †   Reginald Kahn 
    †   Robert Cato  
Sat. 9:00 am  †   Vito Vasile 
    †   Manny & Anne Milia 
 4:30 pm  People of the Parish  
Sun. 7:30 am   †   Allyson Riley 
    †   James L. Kelly, Jr. 
 9:30 am  †   Derek Diesel 
    †   Luz Maria Ortiz 
          11:30 am  †   Frank Till 
    †   Harold & Monica Rankin 
 5:30 pm  †   Charles Storcks 
    †   John Henaghan  
 
 

SERVERS’ SCHEDULE  –  January 4/5 
 
Sat   4:30 pm: Marissa McKinney, Rachel Bowes  
Sun  7:30 am:    Bella, Evan & Olivia Bolin 
Sun   9:30 am:    Robbie Naberhaus, Jason Nguyen 
        Evelynn Wells 
Sun 11:30 am:    Kendra & Kensly Jean 
        Nicolas Arrubla 
Sun   5:30 pm:   Avalynn McDermott, Elisa Perez-Mena 
         Casey Nguyen 

Week beginning Monday, December 30 
and ending Sunday, January 5 

 

P , P   P ! 
A Journey into the Heart & Soul of Ireland 

11 days:  May 11 to 21, 2020 
 

Including a fun day in Dublin with 
Sisters Joseph and Immaculata 

Under the leadership of Rev. Martin Fitzgerald 
 

Brochures and registration forms are available in the 
Parish Office and the Church foyer. 
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INFORMATION SHEET 
Church name & address 
Ascension #514065  
2950 N. Harbor City Blvd. 
Melbourne FL 32935-6227 
 
Contact person: Maria Sittig @ 321-254-1595 
 
Software: Win 10, MSPub 2013, AA-XI 
 
Transmission day & time: Weds by 2 PM for Friday delivery 
7Date of publication: December 29, 2019 
(Sunday’s date) 
 
Number of pages transmitted: Cover + 10 content pages + this page = 12 (12-8-JL; 2 advt) 
 
 
 
Special instructions for Production:  

FedEx shipping address: 2950 N. Harbor City Blvd., Melbourne FL 32935-6227 
 
Special instructions for FedEx (if necessary}: 
 
FedEx tracking e-mail: msittig@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
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