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ASCENSION CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

2950 N. Harbor City Blvd., Melbourne, FL 32935 
Tel. 321-254-1595 -Fax 321-255-3490 

www.ascensioncatholic.net 

 

ASCENSION CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
www.ascensioncatholicsch.org 

U.S. Department of Education  
School of Excellence 

 

Pre-Kindergarten through Eighth Grade 
 

FAITH FORMATION 

Religious Education  

Pre-K3– Gr. 3 Tuesdays, 2:00-3:30pm 

Pre-K3– Gr. 6 Tuesdays, 4:00 - 5:15 p.m. 

Pre-K3– Gr. 6 Wednesdays, 4:00 - 5:15 p.m. 

Gr. 1-6 Wednesdays, 6:15 - 7:30 p.m. 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Ascension Catholic Life Teen  

Sundays 6:45-8:30pm 
Edge (Grades 7&8) Wednesdays 6-7:30pm 

 

OUTREACH 

Ascension Thrift Store:  259-7291 

Ascension Social Concerns:  259-5685 

 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass 
4:30 pm 

Sunday Masses 
7:30 am 

 
  

    9:30 a.m. (free childcare) 
(choir)          

 

11:30 am (free childcare) 
 

5:30 pm 
(Contemporary Music) 

 

Weekday Masses 
Monday-Friday:  7:30 am 

Sat. 9:00 am  
 

 Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday:  3:15 - 4:25 pm  

Wednesday: 5:00 pm 
(or by appointment) 

As a good steward of the Lord’s blessings, please remember to consider  
your Parish Family or School Endowment in your Last  Will and Testament. 
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In today’s first reading from the book of Leviticus, God 
says to us: 

 

You shall not bear hatred for your brother or 
sister in your heart….  Take no revenge and 
cherish no grudge against any of your people. 
You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  I am 
the Lord. 

 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus says to us: 
 

Love your enemies, pray for those who perse-
cute you  . . .  for our heavenly Father makes the 
sun rise on the bad and the good. 

 

Forgiving hurt is not always hard especially when we     
believe people are sorry and do apologize for the wrong 
they have done. But some hurts, especially by family  
members or friends, can be very difficult to deal with. 
Forgiving might seem impossible. Yet it is clear from the 
Scriptures that Jesus expects his disciples to be good at 
forgiving. If we are to become “other Christs”—which is 
our Christian call—then we must grow in our ability to 
forgive others just as Jesus forgives us our faults and 
failings.  Forgiveness is part of the job description of a 
good disciple. 
 

How can we grow in the art of forgiveness? 
 

I have been writing about forgiveness for over thirty 
years.  My beliefs on this important and difficult issue 
are continuously evolving as I reflect, pray, listen to  
people’s experiences in person and from books. The  
following are some general statements and thoughts on 
forgiveness.  
 

   One of the first things we must get straight is that   
forgiveness is an expectation for disciples of Jesus.    We 
may be lousy at forgiveness. We may have a strong   
resistance to forgiving a hurt that we are currently deal-
ing with. We may even think that a particular hurt is  
impossible to forgive. Despite this, we know that Jesus 
expects us to forgive all hurts, no matter how big they 
are.  We may or may not believe this. 

 

If we believe that a faithful disciple should work at    
forgiving all hurts, we are in a good spot spiritually. If 
we believe that some hurts should not be forgiven, we 

are in a bad spot spiritually; we are suffering from a form 
of spiritual blindness that hurts our relationship with   
Jesus. 
 

   We need to be aware that unforgiveness hurts us spirit-
ually, emotionally and even physically.  

 

Spiritually. If we are in a situation where we have no 
desire to forgive a particular hurt, no desire to even pray 
to help us to forgive a particular hurt, we are intentional-
ly hurting our relationship with Jesus. We have become 
hard-hearted—one of the biggest sins that Jesus           
condemned the Pharisees for. 
 

Emotionally. When we carry hurts, grudges and resent-
ments in our hearts that we have no desire to let go of, we 
are messing with our emotions. In his book 10 Secrets for 
Success and Inner peace, Wayne Dyer writes: 
“Resentment is like venom that continues to pour through 
your system, doing it poisonous damage long after being 
bitten by a snake. It’s not the bite that kills you; it’s the 
venom.” Deliberately holding onto resentments and 
grudges robs us of true inner peace and joy. 
 

Physically. In his book, The Healing Power of Forgive-
ness, Jean Maalouf writes: 
 

     The benefits of forgiveness have been presented by 
numerous studies on forgiveness. These studies were  
conducted in the fields of psychology, medicine, social      
science, and religion, and they concur in establishing the 
importance of positive emotions: gratitude, faith, love, 
forgiveness, hope, caring, and so on. According to these 
studies, such emotions and virtues have a definite impact 
on our cardiovascular functioning in particular, and our 
well-being in general…. 
     Indeed, people who practice forgiveness report fewer 
health problems, feel better psychologically and emotion-
ally, have less stress, and increase the efficient response 
of their immune system.    
     On the other hand, it has also been proven that bitter-
ness, resentment, and anger can be a fertile soil for     
malignant growths. I read a story about a woman with 
breast cancer who visited a spiritual counselor. This 
woman was suffering for some time because she had   
undergone several operations while the cancer was 
spreading throughout her system. The counselor advised 
her to spend some time alone everyday, to meditate, and 
to forgive everybody and everything. So she did. Among 
many different lines she read and meditated on, one par-
ticularly drew her attention, when St. Paul recommended 
to “put on the breastplate of faith and love” (1Thess 5:8). 
This line inspired her prayer:  Christ is healing me. I put 
on the breastplate of faith and love and forgiveness and 
righteousness. I cast all my burdens of injury, hurt,     
resentment, and bitterness on Christ who is my savior and 
who sets me free. I am free of every illness. I am healthy. 
Thank you, God. 
     For several days, she prayed this way with a heart full 
of love, hope, and determination. Subsequently, to the 
astonishment of her doctor, the lump in her breast disap-
peared and she was completely healed. 

 

 What Forgiveness Is and Isn’t 

 Dealing with an Ongoing Situation 
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     This story is one of many similar stories that can be 
found in the medical records to prove that forgiveness 
and love have the power to dissolve gallstones, cancers, 
tumors, and other similar diseases. What the medical 
records tell us is that, when we are in a state of unfor-
giveness, our bodies start to manufacture extra chemi-
cals—like adrenaline, adrenocorticotrophic hormone, 
and cortisone—that build up in the bloodstream.  If a 
situation like this continues for a while unchecked,     
gastric ulcers and other serious illnesses can result…. 
Bitter thoughts make bitter cells. Better thoughts make 
better cells. Forgiving and loving thoughts create healing 
cells (pp 35-37).  
[Reprinted with permission from The Healing Power of           
Forgiveness, by Jean Maalouf. Copyright 2005. Twenty-Third 
Publications, New London, CT] 
 

Despite the pain and terror her two daughters suffered in 
the July 7, 2005 London bombings, Patty Benton spoke 
with optimism and forgiveness shortly after her daughters 
emerged from surgery to address the injuries sustained in 
the blast. 
     “One thing the Bible tells us is that we need to pray 
for our enemies,” Benton said at a Duke Medical Center 
news conference. “Being angry and hateful doesn’t hurt 
the bombers. It hurts us. I guess I just feel a great sense of 
sadness. They’ve not accomplished anything. They’ve 
lost their lives, they’ve ruined their families’ lives, and 
ruined a lot of other people’s lives.” 
     Patty Benton said her family refused to hate the      
terrorist who changed their daughter’s lives. “It’s not an 
enemy that I have chosen, it’s an enemy that has chosen 
me, or my children,” she said. 
     What the Bentons have chosen, however, is forgive-
ness, and in the process they have helped open our minds 
to understand the power of forgiveness.  
 

     Corrie ten Boom was a survivor of a Nazi concentra-
tion camp. After the war, she toured Europe giving talks, 
urging rival nations to forgive one another. 
     One night, after a talk in Munich, a man came up and 
extended his hand in a gesture of reconciliation.  He was 
one of the most hated guards of the camp she’d been in. 
     She couldn’t take his hand. She prayed, “Jesus, help 
me!  I can’t forgive him!”  
     Instantly, some higher power helped her to take his 
hand in forgiveness. 
    That night Corrie learned a great truth. The same Jesus 
who taught us to love our enemies empowers us to do it.  
All we need do is ask for the power. 
 

Defining forgiveness—what it is and isn’t 
 

One thing that makes forgiveness more difficult than it 
might be is having misguided ideas about what for-
giveness is and is not. In my book How to Forgive  Y our-
self and Others, I differentiate between what forgiveness 
is and is not in the following way: 
s 

What Forgiveness Isn’t 
   Forgiveness does not necessarily mean that we must 
forget a hurt or injustice. We often hear the advice 
“forgive and forget.” Some hurts are not possible to    

forget and sometimes it is not even wise to do so.  They 
may be too heavy and painful to remove totally from our 
memory. What we can and should seek to do is to let go 
of the resentments connected with the hurt. If we don’t, 
these resentments will continue to wound us, cloud the 
way we see reality and control our actions. Also, while 
we may be able to totally forget some hurts, it is not  
necessarily wise to forget all hurts. We may need to    
remember some hurts to help us not to allow them to 
happen again. For example, if we do not remember how 
someone abused us, we run the risk of allowing such  
behavior to occur again. Also, remembering hurts that 
are forgiven and healed will enable us to offer under-
standing, compassion and help to others in need of    
healing. 

 

 Forgiveness doesn’t mean that we surrender our right to 
justice.  For example, if we know someone has cheated 
us of a lot of money, forgiveness doesn’t mean that we 
surrender our right to seek justice. The late Pope John 
Paul II forgave Ali Agca, the man who tried to kill him, 
but he didn’t request his release from jail. Forgiving 
someone who breaks our trust doesn’t mean that we give 
him back his job. I sometimes say to people that we 
shouldn’t confuse forgiveness with stupidity. Jesus did   
indeed ask us to forgive, but he didn’t tell us to be foolish 
in our dealings with others. 
 

  Forgiveness does not necessarily mean that we have to 
relate to or befriend our offender. This is especially true 
if our offender shows no sorrow or remorse for the 
wrong he/she has done. Of course some situations may 
demand that we try to relate well to our offender, e.g., a 
married couple or friend whom we desire to continue to 
have a relationship with. It is also desirable that divorced 
parents who have children, especially young ones, get 
along for the sake of the children.  In the same vein, it is 
expedient that co-workers and parishioners get along for 
the sake of the community. The good news is that we can 
love and forgive without befriending our offender. 

 

 Forgiveness doesn’t require us to put up with intolera-
ble behavior. If we are in an abusive situation with our 
spouse or someone else, whether it be on a regular basis 
or on occasion, we should do everything in our power to 
resist such behavior. Forgiveness does not ask that we 
become doormats for nasty people. Both Mahatma    
Gandhi and Dr. Martin Luther King taught their follow-
ers to resist those who did them wrong.  
 

  Forgiveness doesn’t mean excusing, condoning or  
minimizing the wrong inflicted on us. Jesus never sug-
gested that we do any of the above.  He only asks that we 
forgive. 

 

  Forgiveness doesn’t mean that we should never have 
negative feelings towards our offender. As we shall see 
later, there is a difference between forgiveness of a hurt 
and total healing of a hurt.  

 

 Forgiveness does not mean that we have to like our  
offender. I doubt Jesus liked the Pharisees, yet I assume 
he forgave them for their offenses. 
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What is forgiveness? 
 

  Forgiveness is a process (which may take a day, a year 
or a lifetime) during which we seek to eliminate from our 
mind and heart all resentment and hurt that we harbor 
because of what someone did or said to us. 

 

  Forgiveness is the spiritual surgery that we perform on 
ourselves (with the help of God’s grace) to free ourselves 
from all the venom that is gnawing on us as a result of a 
hurt or injustice. 

 

  Forgiveness is a gift we give ourselves so that we do 
not remain stuck in the past and in our pain, living as a 
victim of some big hurt or injustice.  When we are able 
to forgive, we move from victim to hero. 
 
 

We know that forgiveness is occurring or has occurred 
when we sense a peaceful distance—no longer a hostile 
one—between our offender and us. We know that for-
giveness is occurring when we can pray for our offender, 
wish him/her well, and let go of all desire to get even. 
 

Forgiving an ongoing hurt 
 

When it comes to the issue of forgiveness, one of the 
toughest areas to deal with is hurt resulting from an ongo-
ing abuse by a spouse or at the workplace. 
 

Spousal abuse. While I think no one would expect 
someone to stay in a marriage where there is continuous 
emotional and/or physical abuse, sometimes leaving is 
not an option for financial reasons. What can one do in 
this situation?  Some suggestions: 
 

   If possible, fight back by speaking up. Jesus does not 
expect us to be a doormat in an abusive situation. He 
spoke up to Pilate. Sometimes a counselor or priest might 
be able to empower us to speak up. 

 

   Read books that might spiritually sustain us when we 
are caught in a bad situation. One book recommendation 
is Arise from Darkness—What To Do When Life Doesn’t 
Make Sense by Fr. Benedict Groeschel.  

 

   Create a life apart from the abusive spouse by volun-
teering or having friends to do recreational things with. 
 

An abusive work situation.  When abuse happens at the 
workplace, we should report the wrongdoing to our boss 
(hopefully he/she is not the offender!) or to Human     
Resources.  Or perhaps we should look for a new job.  
But sometimes neither of these options are possible.  
What then? 
 

   Pray for strength and guidance. Pray for the conversion 
of the abuser. Pray for strength to cope with the situation. 
When praying for guidance, we should be open to the 
Holy Spirit showing us how our attitude and behavior 
may need to change in some way.  

 

  Be aware that we may be involved in a spiritual       
warfare—a situation in which the forces of darkness are 
attacking us and wanting to use this situation to make us 
bitter and discouraged in our relationship with God. We 
can spiritually arm ourselves by praying and asking   
others to pray for us or with us. Years ago, a man shared 
with me how he would cover himself with prayer as he 
walked into a bad work situation. He would also bind the 
spirit of abuse at work in his place of employment. 

 

  We need to be aware that while God is certainly not the 
cause of any abusive behavior at home or at work, he is  
allowing it to happen to purify us and make us more like 
Jesus who himself had to endure much abuse in his time.  
A helpful book for people caught in a bad work situation 
might be Darkness in the Marketplace by Thomas Green, 
S.J. 

 

If you have other suggestions on how to deal with either 
of the above situations, I would love to hear from you. 
 

For your information, in addition to dealing with some of 
the material shared in this column, my book on forgive-
ness also has chapters on: 
 

 Thirteen truths to remember about the forgiveness 

 process 

 Ten obstacles to forgiveness 

 Concrete suggestions on how to pray for forgiveness 

 Forgiving a deceased person, forgiving God and 

 religious or secular institutions 

 Forgiving yourself 

 
If you think this column will be helpful to others, please 
share. 
 

Anger.  Connected to the issue of forgiveness is anger .  
Visit our website www.ascensioncatholic.net, go to 
Quicklinks to Fr. Tobin’s writing, click on Miscellaneous 
Articles, then Dealing with Anger in a Constructive Way. 
 

 

 
Have a blessed week, 

 
 
 
 
 

tobin2@live.com 

Our Catholic Appeal Update 
 

Our assessment is $387,308. On Appeal Sunday 

last week, 226 parishioners pledged a total of 

$128,985 which is 33.3% of our goal. 

I thank all of you who pledged and hope you  

received my ‘Thank You’ letter. 

Forgiveness is the powerful assertion that bad things 
will not ruin you today even though they may have 
spoiled your past.  (Jean Maalouf) 
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Next Sunday’s Readings 

March 1, 2020 A 
 

First Sunday of Lent 
 

Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7  

Psalm 51:4-6, 12-13, 17 

 Romans 5:12-19;  Matthew 4:1-11 

 
Jesus’ temptations are very clear.  

How do you identify temptations 

in your life when they are less obvious? 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

    Ascension Catholic Life Teen  
 

Action Nights begin after 5:30pm Mass until 
8:30pm.  Any high school teen is welcome! 
Come join us for dinner, faith & fellowship. 
 

SUMMIT MEETING TUESDAYS   
7:00-8:30pm for all high school teens 

 
EDGE 

 

For all 7th & 8th graders on Wednesdays 6:00-7:30pm in 
Youth Room.  Doors open at 5:45pm.  Includes dinner. 

 

Questions about Youth Ministry?  
Contact Cara Giuliano, Director of Youth Ministry, or  

Anna Nagy, Associate Youth Minister, EDGE program at   
ascensioncatholicteens@gmail.com or 254-1595 x 3501. 

 

Ascension Catholic School 
Mission Statement 

 

Ascension Catholic School, founded by 

the Sisters of Mercy and rooted in the charism 

of compassion, is a community of Companions 

on the Journey. We strive to foster the growth 

of each unique child by living the Gospel      

values, achieving academic excellence, and 

serving our global family. 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY, February 26  

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

7:00am, 8:30am (School Mass),  

11:00am, 7:00pm 

 

Stations of the Cross 

Fridays during Lent 

5:30pm in Church 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY SOUP SUPPER 
 
 

Wednesday, February 26 

4:00 to 6:30pm in the Parish Hall 
 

Ash Wednesday is the start of Lent and a day of 

fasting and abstinence.  A simple Lenten meal is 

offered:  Assorted meatless soups, bread, hot & 

cold drinks.     

There is no cost but donations are accepted.  

 

FRIDAY FISH DINNERS 
 

FRIDAY, February 28 
6:00 to 7:00pm (after Stations) 

Parish Hall 
 

Menu: Fried or baked fish, mac n’ cheese or  

tuna noodle casserole, French fries, 

coleslaw, simple desserts, hot & cold 

drinks 
 

Cost:   Adults: $8.00;  Kids under 12: $4.00 
 

Sign up in the Parish Hall or call the Church     

Office.  Cutoff is 12 noon, Thursday, March 7.  

This is necessary so we know how much food 

to prepare. 
 

NOTE:  We will not begin serving until after the 

Stations of the Cross but tickets may be pur-

chased before Stations begin. 
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EUCHARISTIC  ADORATION 

“Gaze upon him, consider him, contemplate him, as you 

desire to imitate him.   –St. Clare of Assisi 
 

Vacations, illness, absent snowbirds and just life take a 
toll on the availability of adorers. If you can find        
an hour to commit to Jesus, consider the Adoration 
Chapel. Jesus wants you there and through the Holy 
Spirit is  calling you! 

 

For info or questions, contact Sam Rodríquez at 
795-9813 or adoration.ascension@gmail.com. 

 

Sunday 1am, 2am, 3am, 5am, 5pm, 8pm, 9pm, 

 10pm* 

Monday 12am, 12pm, 8pm, 11pm 

Tuesday 2am, 4am, 7am, 11am, 6pm, 8pm  

Wed. 1am, 2am, 3am, 4am, 5am, 9am, 1pm, 6pm, 

 11pm  

Thursday 12am, 1am, 3am, 9am, 1pm, 2pm, 4pm, 

 5pm, 6pm, 7pm, 9pm, 11pm  

Friday 1am, 2am*, 3am, 4am, 6am, 7am, 11am, 

 12pm, 1pm, 4pm, 5pm, 6pm, 7pm, 11pm 

Saturday 1am, 2am, 3am, 4am, 5pm, 7pm, 8pm, 9pm 
 

*Denotes no adorer at that hour 

 

PARISH MISSION 

FEBRUARY 23-25, 7:00pm in Church  

PRESENTER:  FR. MIKE JOLY  
 

Fr. Mike brings to our mission a diverse background: teaching, preaching, campus 

ministry, and director of retreats.  He is currently the Pastor of St. Joan of Arc     

Parish in Yorktown, Virginia. 
 

Fr. Mike is an accomplished musician.  He is totally blind since the age of five. 
 

TOPIC:  A Journey to True Happiness: Fear, Conversion, Freedom 
 

Fr. Mike will draw on music and interactive dynamics to         

communicate movement forward in the spiritual life. He will 

make use of Sacred Scriptures and the writings and teachings of 

some of the great leaders in our Catholic faith. 
 

For more information:  www.fathermikejoly.com 
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BEREAVEMENT RECOVERY SUPPORT GROUP 
 

The Bereavement Recovery Support Group meets on 

the first and third Fridays of the month in the Buesch-

er Center, Room 413, from 1:30 to 3:00pm. 
 

For more information, call Carol Gessler,  

group leader, at 779-7850. 

 

Contemplative Prayer 
(Prayer of the Heart) 

“Be still and know that I am God.”  (Ps 46:10) 
 

Tuesdays at 7:00pm, Ministry Bldg, Rm 304  

For info, contact  Pam Lackie at 259-2431. 

 

“Feeling Groovy?” 
 

We had a great response to our notice for the 

mental wellness support group. The “Emotional 

Wellness Warriors” are now meeting the first 

and third Monday of each month in Ministry 

Bldg, Rm 302, at 6:30pm. We welcome anyone 

wishing to join this ongoing group. Please feel 

free to contact Jason Hoppenbrouwer, LCSW, at 

321-698-9155 if you have questions or need   

additional information. 

 

Ascension Catholic Church  

Community is invited to join the  

Knights of Columbus, Council 14573  

Power Rosary 
 

every 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:15pm  

in the Our Lady’s Chapel. 

Your Best Lent Ever… 

Six Weeks with Jesus 
in a Small Christian Community 

 

 Your group of 8 –10 fellow disciples meets 

weekly for 1 ½ hours. 

 At the parish, in homes, condos and assisted 

living centers.  

 We read Scripture and Fr. Eamon’s Com-

mentary to understand better. 

 We reflect on God’s Word meant for us—  

to comfort, console, challenge.  

 We laugh, we share life, we enjoy fellowship, 

we pray. 

 We learn to LIVE the Word in a way that 

makes all of life meaningful. 

 We love as Jesus loves us… 
 

Contact:  
ldodson@ascensioncatholicsch.org  

or (321) 254-1595 x 3067 

      

DID YOU KNOW THIS ABOUT THIS YEAR’S GALA? 
 

 Saturday, February 29, is the LAST day to purchase an Early Bird $60 

ticket to the Gala. 

 Sunday, March 1, individual tickets will be $75. 

 We are still looking for baskets to use in our silent auction.  You can  

drop them off at the Parish, School or Development Office.  Are you    

moving this summer?  Are you in the midst of spring cleaning? Did 

someone in your family receive gifts at Christmas they will never use? 

We’d be happy to receive new or never used items to include in our 

Gala baskets. 

 Do you have gift cards you will never use? We can put them to a very 

good use in this year’s Gala baskets. 

 Visit ACS Development Facebook Page to learn about our NEW,                

extraordinary SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES! 

 Plan on seeing some travel opportunities at the Gala this year. 

 Dinner will be catered by A Chef’s Touch. 

 Did you know you can buy your raffle and Gala   

tickets on line at:  

events.handbid.com/auction/2020-ACS-Gala  —or  

smartphone users can scan our QR code:       

mailto:ldodson@ascensioncatholicsch.org
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VOCATIONS CUP 
 

The Vocations Cup for February will go out    

at the Sunday 11:30am Mass. Bill Vargas will 

take the Cup home this week. 
 

If you’d like to sign up, please contact  

Jim Voltaire at  321-610-3538 or  

Joanneandjames129@gmail.com. 

 
Social Concerns & Food Pantry 

“Loaves and Fishes Challenge IS BACK!! 
 

Loaves & Fishes challenge starts March 1 and runs 
through April 30, 2020.  All financial donations to  
Social Concerns will be substantially subsidized by 
anonymous donors. The more of a donation we  
receive, the more of a donation they will send to us. 
Our Pantry operates strictly on donations and volun-
teers. 

 

Please make checks payable to: 
 

Ascension Catholic Social Concerns 

Write in the memo:  Loaves & Fishes Challenge 

Mail to: 1238 Aurora Rd., Melbourne, FL 32935 

 or drop in offertory basket during Mass 
 

Pantry Needs:   tuna, tuna helper , canned 
beans, fruit juices 

 
 

REMINDER: Next weekend is the monthly food 
 collection for the Food Pantry. 

 

ROSARY-MAKING MINISTRY 
 

Rosary Ministry meets Sundays, 1:00-3:00 pm 

Ministry Building, Rm. 305 
 

Next meeting:  March 1  
 

If interested, call Michi  Davis  

at 242-8092. 

Help for Puerto Rico  
Items being collected to be shipped to Puerto Rico:  

Children and Adult Diapers, Baby Formula, Powdered 

Milk, Cereal, Baby Wipes, Paper Towel, Bed Sheets, 

Blankets, Pillows, Towels, Insect Repellent, Female 

Sanitary Items, Children’s Coloring Books, Crayons, 

Solar Flashlights, Paper Plates, Paper Cups. 
 

Please drop off your donations in the designated box 
located in the Church lobby. Collection will end next 
Sunday, March 1.  For more information, please call 
Tony Cortes at (321) 795-9489. 

Monsignor Martin B. Power Council 14573 
 

The Knights of Columbus is open to all Catholic gentle-
men 18 and older. We have dedicated men of all ages 

who help meet the Knights’ mission of helping those in need and 
our Parish. Some members participate much less than others 
because of family and job  pressures.  

Grand Knight Charlie Hunton @ 502-762-1731 
Deputy Grand Knight Rob Light @ 321-626-9641 
Membership Director John Miller @ 321-794-6620 

Ladies Auxiliary K of C  
 

We invite all ladies of the parish who have some  affilia-
tion with a Knight in any council, living or deceased, to 

join us. Our monthly meetings are on the 3rd Thursday of each 
month at 7:00pm in the Ministry Building, Room 313. Our mission 
is to support the Knights in Council #14573. 

For membership information, please contact 
Christina Light at 321-544-3418 

or Betsy Hampton at 321-254-0418 

FISH MINISTRY 
 

The FISH Ministry is raffling off 2 (two) Roundtrip 

Airline Tickets to anywhere JETBLUE FLIES!  

The raffle will begin online Feb. 18 – March 4, 2020.  
 

Members of the ministry will be distributing raffle   

tickets after each Mass on Feb. 22/23 and Feb 29/Mar 1. 

The raffle will take place on Thursday, March 5, 2020, 

at 8:30 am during the FISH ministry meeting in Room 

313.  The suggested donation is $1 a ticket or $25 for 6 

tickets. No purchase necessary. Tickets can also be   

secured on the FISH ministry website:   

https://www.ascensioncatholic.net/F-I-S-H---

Fellowship-Invites-Serving---Helping-  

FAIR TRADE 
 

Fair Trade Coffee, Tea, 
Chocolate and Olive Oil 
on sale this weekend, 
Feb. 23, after the Masses.  
Thank you for supporting farmers by purchasing 
Fair Trade products.    

For info, contact Barb Warwick at (321) 242-2036.  

Faith in Action  
 

The Faith in Action Team was knocked off their feet with 
the donation of more than 250 pairs of shoes at our month 
long shoe drive!  Delivery already made to Daily Bread 
with more to follow, along with drops to the Brevard 
Homeless Coalition, Salvation Army and Pridmore Center, 
Eden’s Caring Heart, and with direct outreach to the home-
less community. 

Thanks to all who supported our efforts! 

https://www.ascensioncatholic.net/F-I-S-H---Fellowship-Invites-Serving---Helping-
https://www.ascensioncatholic.net/F-I-S-H---Fellowship-Invites-Serving---Helping-
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Experience a personal spiritual renewal and an abundance of 
love in Christian Community.  
  
Christ Renews His Parish is a retreat weekend open to every 
adult member of ASCENSION Parish.  
  
A retreat given “by” parishioners, “for” parishioners. 

Christ Renews His Parish is a process designed to bring members of our parish together in 
Christ.  It is a multi-part gift to yourself that keeps on giving as you pass the gift of Christ to 
other parishioners and into your world: 
 

This is an opportunity to spend about 36 hours away from the everyday world, a time for lis-
tening, sharing, praying, fun and food.  A team of parishioners, along with a Spiritual Director, 
have formed in prayer and love to offer this gift to you.  They will share with you on our parish 
campus. 
 

THIS IS NOT A SILENT RETREAT.  The emphasis is on personal and community renewal – 
sharing by the team and in small groups in a liturgical, scriptural, prayerful and relaxed         
atmosphere.  There is no pressure to share or talk.  Sensitivity to you and your needs is always 
respected. 
 

Accommodations are simple but adequate.  Arrangements can be made to accommodate your  
special need or diet.  All meals are prepared for you – the attire is casual and comfortable    
clothing.  

        WOMEN’S RETREAT: March 7 & 8, 2020 

           MEN’S RETREAT: March 21 & 22, 2020 

 
  FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 

 

Women’s Retreat: Becky Richard at we4richards@comcast.net  or (412) 779.9970 
 or Victoria McDermott at vic@victoriamcdermott.com or (703) 906.2066 
 
Men’s Retreat:  Ed McCarthy at edmc64@yahoo.com or (321) 347.5068 

 or Dave Reeve at dlreeve@mail.com or (315) 729.1647  

 

CLIP AND RETURN TO THE CHURCH OFFICE OR PLACE IN THE COLLECTION AT MASS 

 

Christ Renews His Parish Retreat 

NAME  ___________________________________________  PHONE (HOME) _____________________ 

ADDRESS  ________________________________________   PHONE (Cell) ________________________ 

___________________________________________________  E MAIL______________________________ 

EMERGENCY CONTACT NAME and PHONE NUMBER ________________________________________ 

                                 ________________________________________ 

MEMBER OF ASCENSION:      YES        NO  

SPECIAL NEED (Diet/Facilities/Etc.) ___________________________________________________________     

mailto:we4richards@comcast.net
mailto:vic@victoriamcdermott.com
mailto:edmc64@yahoo.com
mailto:dlreeve@mail.com
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Special Excursion at Captain Hiram’s 
Thursday, March 19, 2020 

with Fr. Martin & Global Tours & Travel 
 

1st—Come and join us for a boat tour with River King Cruise 
guides to help you connect with wildlife and   nature along the 
coastal Florida’s Indian River and the St. Sebastian River. 

 

2nd—Enjoy a delicious lunch at Blackfins Restaurant 
 

3rd—Take a self-guided tour of the Mel Fisher Museum  
 

We begin with the 7:30am Mass at Ascension and arrive back 
at Ascension about 5:00pm.  
Total Cost: $99 which includes round-trip transportation, River 
King tour, meal with gratuities, and museum tour. 

 

Details contact Global Tours & Travel at 321-676-6040. 

FUNERAL CHOIR 
 

If you are interested in joining Ascension’s    
funeral choir, please call Marie Odorizzi at 
255-3952.  There are no rehearsals.  It is a beautiful 
Act of Mercy for grieving family and friends.   

 

Sister Maureen Cannon—Celebrating 65 years of Vowed Life as a Dominican Sister 
 

  1955  Made vows of Poverty, Chastity and Obedience for three years 

  1955  Assigned to the Dominican Retreat House in Schenectady, NY 

  1958  Made final vows for her whole life 

  1962  Assigned to the Dominican Retreat House in Albuquerque, NM  

  1970  Catholic University of America,  MA in Psychology, 1971 

  1971  Campus Ministry, Diocese of Orlando  

  1973  Assigned to The Loretto, a residence for young women  

  1977  University of Dayton, MA in Theology, 1978 

  1978  Campus Ministry at the Newman Center, Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

  1984 Campus Ministry at University of Miami and Director of Religious Education at 

 Saint Augustine Parish in Coral Gables 

  1986  Director of Religious Education, Our Lady of the Lakes, Miami, FL 

  1988    Pastoral Center, Religious Education Office, Archdiocesan Director of the RCIA 

  1994    Marywood University, Scranton, PA - Director of Campus Ministry 

  2003   Dominican Ashram, Kenosha, WI 

  2006     Retired, Marywood University to study art 

  2010  Melbourne, FL - Ascension Parish volunteer  
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Darrell & Pauline Miller 53 years Feb  25 

Charles & Donna Allia 51 years Feb  23 

Ruben & Karen Montalvo 25 years Feb  25 

Wedding Anniversaries 

Greg Grasso, Betty Elko, Claire Grasso, Mia Moore, 
Carmelia Navarretta, Peggy McKelvey,  Cathi Hurd, 
Ted Stoner, Betsy Coradine, CVNS, Joan Barco, 
Rose Struzinski, Mary Laird, John Kelly,               
Jim Eisenmann, Laurie Chatman, Marge Pearsall, 

Ann McKelvey, Terri Sills, K.J. Baker, Richard Furstenburg, 
Amanda Oudwa, Janice Roberson, Robert Hinnant, Mary Ellen 
Ritter, Maureen Kurtz, Theo Reaves, Leo Shumaker, Shirley  
Mattai, John DeStefon, Thomas Horan, Margie Boozer, Whitney 
Pierto, Jim Warwick, Bill Porzio, Wayne Sabo, Wayne Fogel,            
Anthony Tynes, John Hemel, John Thorstad, Joan Cantwell, Tim 
Durkin, Kathy Jagdmann, Art Coridine, Steve Weinhold, Leslie 
Selage, Jonah Powers, Phyllis Powers, Werner Schulz, Justine 
Miller, Cosanne Mistretta, Elizabeth  Mengel,  Ethel Kenny, Pat-
rick Kenny, Pam Conner, AJ Johnson, Marion Sampieri, Douglas 
Stillwagon, Ron St. Clair, Matther Rabel, Fr. Mike DiRenzo, 
Anita Byers, Ava Sophia Barone, Pat Neve, Sr., Jennifer, Elisa 
Fernandez, Eric Farrell, Frank Cavaliere, Jim Thorstad, George 
Lopes, Mikey Goodwin 

Please pray for those in the nursing homes. 
 

Pray for our Armed Forces Personnel overseas 
Joseph Marci, Robert Crowl, Bryan Calenda,  David Barlow,  
Dylan Traver, Marty Martinez, Jonathan Martinez, Bryan Satter-
white, John Kinsora, Josh Grier, Robert Grover, Rory O’Connor, 
Shane O’Connor, Alex Ritner, Kyle Mimbs, Kristin Agresta,  
Andrew Nemethy, Lance Freeberg, Theresa Mavity, Matthew 
Hammond, Daniel Amulong, Dr. Jerry Higman, Margaret-Anne 
Sytxma, Matt Maurer USAF, Daniel Sosa, Ray Romano, Matthew 
Cavalcante, Chad Bloomstine, David Molina, Matthew Carney, 
Logan  Solio, Nick Owens 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mon. 7:30 am  †   Paul Tsark 

    †   Jane Baker 

Tues  7:30am   †   Frank Prosch     

    †   Helen Burzese 

Ash Wednesday   

 7:00 am  †   Roy Glover 

    †   Allyson Riley 

 8:30 am  †   Jane Kemp 

    †   Jane Baker 

          11:00 am  †   Celia Lescano 

    †   Nuncio & Christine Sampieri 

  7:00 pm  †   Fr. Dan Freitas  
 

Thur. 7:30 am           †   Fr. Denny 

    †   Paula Irvin   

Fri.  7:30 am  †   Kate Arahood  

    †   Paula Irvin   

Sat. 9:00 am  †   Freddie Wajda 

    †   Tom Murphy 

 4:30 pm  †   Helen O’Bryan 

    †   Doris & Harold Hefferan  

Sun. 7:30 am   †   Brian Jonelis 

    †   Maybell McGee 

 9:30 am  People of the Parish 

          11:30 am  †   Lewis & Ruth Saunders 

    †   Al Vargas 

Vietnamese 3:00 pm  †   Joseph Dang Pham 

 5:30 pm  †   John Canh Tran 

        
 

SERVERS’ SCHEDULE  –  Feb. 29 - March 1 
 

Sat   4:30 pm: Colin O’Connell, Rachel Bowes 

        Jane Cichock  

Sun  7:30 am:    Erin & Kellen Fitzgerald 

        Ava Wilson 

Sun   9:30 am:    Brian & Colin Kelly, Andrew Martiney 

Sun 11:30 am:    Elise Arnett, Nicolas Coledan 

        Laci Gabbert 

Sun   5:30 pm:   Krista Roeder, Lauren Bender 

        Avalynn McDermott 

Week beginning Monday, February 24 

and ending Sunday, March 1, 2020 

 

DAILY BREAD is in need of a COOK who is 
willing to start at 6:00am and work as many 
days of the week as able. 
Daily Bread is located at 815 E Fee Avenue, 
Melbourne. 
         

 Contact: - Omar Powell at omar@dailybreadinc.org 
 - Betsy at (321)723-1060 ext. 121 

Dr. Dennis Sommers, PhD, an author and Professor 
of Irish Studies from Trinity College in Dublin, will 
be speaking about "Prehistoric Ireland" at 1:00pm, 
Sunday, February 23, at Kay's BBQ, 1552 W. King 
St., Cocoa.  Sponsored free by the Celtic-Norse      
Heritage Society of Brevard.  

HELPING SENIORS 
 

Helping Seniors, a nonprofit organization, will be here 
at Ascension Church after all weekend Masses on 
March 7/8 with tickets for their annual car raffle, which 
will be available to you for a donation of $25 each or 5 
for $100. This organization informs seniors about avail-
able resources through media programs and a senior help-
line, and connects people with the services they need. 
There is no charge for this assistance. The drawing for the 
car raffle will be held at the American Muscle Car Museum 
on April 25, 2020. Your ticket is your admission to the 
event, where you can see vintage classic muscle cars and 
enjoy refreshments. The winner of the drawing will get to 
choose one of the following 2020 basic models: Dodge 
Challenger, Mazda Miata convertible, Chevrolet Camaro, 
or Kia Sportage. 


