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in Ordinary Time
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ASCENSION CATHOLIC SCHOOL
www.ascensioncatholicsch.org
U.S. Department of Education
School of Excellence
Pre-Kindergarten through Eighth Grade

FAITH FORMATION
Religious Education
Pre-K3— Gr. 8 Tuesdays, 2:00-3:30pm
Pre-K8— Gr. 6 Tuesdays, 4:00 - 5:15 p.m.
Pre-K3— Gr. 6 Wednesdays, 4:00 - 5:15 p.m.
Gr. 1-6 Wednesdays, 6:15 - 7:30 p.m.

YOUTH MINISTRY
Ascension Catholic Life Teen
Sundays 6:4:5-8:30pm
Edge (Grades 7&8) Wednesdays 6-7:30pm

Ascension Social Concerns: 259-5685

Religious Articles Gift Shop
Open after all weekend Masses

SCHEDULE OF MASSES

Saturday Vigil Mass
4:30 pm
Sunday Masses

11:30 am
5:30 pm
(Contemporary Music)

Weekday Masses
Monday-Friday: 7:30 am
Sat. 9:00 am

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 3:15-4:25
Wednesday: 5:00 pm
(or by appointment)

Asa good steward of the |_ord’s blcssings, Plcasc remember to consider
your Parish ]:amﬂg or School [ ndowment in your [ast Will and T estament.
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A WORD
FROM THE

PASTOR

-

+ Parable of the wheat and weeds:
Leaving it to God to judge who is
good and who isn’t

+ An example of flawed goodness

+ Three witnesses to goodness

+ A prayer for a granddaughter

In today’s Gospel, we hear the story of another farmer
who goes to sow good seed in his field. But at nighttime
an enemy comes and sows bad seeds. The farmer orders
his servants to pluck up the bad seeds or weeds, saying:
“Don’t let us wait until harvest time to do the sorting
out.”

Commentators tell us that this parable was directed
at the Pharisees and all those (perhaps early Church
leaders) who needed to separate the law abiders from
the law breakers.

Jesus tells his audience that they are not to
get into the business of judging who is
good and who is bad. God, and God alone,
can see into the hearts of people and judge
who is and isn’t good. Ironically enough,
Jesus is considered a “weed” by many of
the religious leaders of his day and, in
time, they do, in fact, pluck him out
because they judge him to be a bad weed

in their midst. rest of us.

In 1Cor 4:5, Paul says that there must be no passing of
premature judgment. Leave that until the Lord comes.
Paul knows quite well that we can get it terribly wrong
about people. After all, he himself gets it terribly wrong
about Jesus and his followers for many years. He is
very convinced that they are weeds that need to be
plucked up. During those years, we can say that Paul
(then Saul) is a weed in God’s eyes. But when God
touches his life, he repents and becomes wheat. After
Paul’s conversion, his enemies regard him as weed.

A parable with a stern warning

The parable of the wheat and weeds has two warnings:
(1) Those of us who are weeds had better change our
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There is so much
bad in the best of
us, and so much
good in the worst
of us, that it ill
behooves any of
us to judge the
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ways before the day of judgment or else we will find
ourselves severely judged by God; (2) We should all
refrain from judging who is weed and who is wheat. As
the saying goes: “There is so much bad in the best of us,
and so much good in the worst of us, that it ill behooves
any of us to judge the rest of us.” In other words, patches
of weeds can be found in the best of gardens. Each of us
should occupy ourselves by plucking the weeds out of
our own garden that we would have no time to be
concerned with the weeds in our neighbor’s garden.
Such message should be received as a ‘“restraining
order” on any of us who tend to be busy judging others.

In the world of American politics, Republicans tend to
look upon Democrats as weeds—and vice versa. The
truth, of course, is that in the context of Jesus’ Gospel,
the policies promoted by these political parties are either
in harmony with or in conflict with Gospel values.
In other words, both parties have their wheat and weeds.

We can apply today’s parable to our own spiritual lives.
All of us wish we only had flowers (virtues) growing in
our garden. But the reality is that, we, like the world of
politics and the Church, have weeds (i.e., sin, weakness
and darkness) in our soul. The Lord exercises great
patience with us hoping that we will get rid of our weeds
before he comes to take us. In the meantime, we must
learn to live with both wheat and weeds.

Fr. Tom Green, S.J., in his book Wheat
Among the Weeds, says that sometimes, God,
in his mysterious ways, can use our weeds
(vices) just as much, if not more, as our
wheat (virtues) to draw us closer to him. I’'m
sure that many an alcoholic would testify to
the truth of this statement. Recall St. Paul’s
famous “thorn in the flesh.” Three times he
asks the Lord to remove his “weed,” but three
times the Lord refuses. It must have been
frustrating for the perfectionist Paul to learn
to live with his particular weed. But along the way, he
obviously sees the wisdom of God’s way. In actual fact,
he comes to a point where he rejoices in his weaknesses
because it is the place where he, most of all, experiences
God’s grace and touch (2Cor 12). Amazing!

God in his amazing way uses our sin and weaknesses
to draw us to himself. What a consoling thought. Never-
theless, in no way is this meant to justify an attitude of
softness toward patterns of sin in our lives. It is
comforting to know that God, in his infinite and
mysterious way, can use our sins to draw us to himself
and can use us to touch others despite our sins and
weaknesses.
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Two other parables

The other two parables in today’s Gospel form a couplet
in that both parables carry the same message. The
contrast is between the small and promising beginnings
of the Kingdom and its full, triumphant expansion. The
tiny mustard seed gradually sprouts into a tree. The small
amount of yeast makes the entire loaf rise. Jesus is an
itinerant preacher and many scoffed at his efforts. In
response, Jesus says: “Look at the mustard seed and the
leaven. Just wait and be patient and you’ll notice the
growth of the Kingdom.” Growth in ourselves and in our
children is often like the mustard seed. It is slow and
hardly noticeable, but it is happening. Small beginnings
can produce results far beyond what is apparent. God is
the yeast making growth happen slowly, gently and
sometimes imperceptibly.

Flawed goodness - Oscar Schindler
Reflecting on today’s Gospel, Fr. Flor McCarthy writes:

We have a tendency to divide people into two catego-
ries: saints and sinners. However, this division is quite
unreal. People are not so easily categorized. Human
beings are complex, and we find things that are at odds
with one another coexisting in the same human being.

Many people were inspired by the story of Oskar
Schindler, the German industrialist, who saved over a
thousand Polish Jews from the concentration camps.
One of the people he saved said of him, “He was our
father, our mother, our only hope. He never let us
down.” Yet many who saw the film Schindler’s List were
surprised, if not quite put off, by his vices. He was a man
endowed with all the human vices. Hence, he constitutes
something of a moral puzzle.

Schindler certainly was no saint. In fact, he was
riddled with contradictions. Unfaithful to his wife, he
certainly knew how to enjoy the so-called good life—
cigars, drink, women. ...He was a Catholic, but in name
only. He was also a member of the Nazi party, and his
avowed aim was to end the war with “two trunks full of
money.” He exploited the Jews as a source of cheap
labour.

But there was another and better side to him, and in
spite of his lapses, he always returned to that better side.
There was basic goodness about him. As the war went on
he became appalled at the horrors of ‘the final solution.’
At considerable personal risk (he was twice arrested by
the Nazis), he protected his workers from the death
camps, thereby showing that he was undoubtedly a
courageous man.
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But Schindler was no angel. He was a mere human
being, an essentially good human being, even though his
goodness was seriously flawed. We wonder what he
might have achieved had he not been so divided. And the
Nazis, for all the horrific things they did, weren’t totally
evil either. They were not devils incarnate. They too
were human beings, though bad human beings.

Some people don’t seem to have any understanding
of the divided nature of each human being—of the coex-
istence in every person of good and evil, strength and
weakness, loyalty and betrayal.... As soon as they
discover a weakness in someone, they write the person
off. Their hero must be perfect. As soon as a flaw or a
crack appears, they lose faith in him.

But things are not that simple. Human beings are
complex—and that includes each of us. We are an
extraordinary mixture of good and bad. Moreover, the
roots of good are so entwined with the roots of evil that
one can’t be pulled up without pulling up the other.

We must learn to be patient and lenient, towards
ourselves in the first place. We must be hospitable
towards all that we are. We must acknowledge the dark
side of ourselves, without conceding victory to it. We
must struggle on inspite of the weeds, confident that with
God’s help, the good will finally triumph. It is through
struggle that we grow, provided we don’t throw the
towel in.

And we must then be lenient towards others. Even
though we see only part of a person’s life, we tend to
rush to judgement. We are too quick to classify people,
and once we have classified them as evil, for them there
is no redemption. Only God has the right and the
knowledge to judge, yet God is patient and tolerant.

By concentrating on people’s vices, we become blind
to their virtues. We are too eager to voice our criticisms,
but reluctant to give a single word of encouragement,
and in this way we bar every road to improvement.
Therefore, let us not knock others. Let us seek the good
in everyone, reveal it, bring it out.

A person will be judged, not by a single act or stage
in his life, but by his whole life. That is why judgement
can’t come until the end. A man may make a great
mistake, but by the grace of God redeem himself.

“Attempts to hide the streakiness of our holy
people, though sometimes successful, are always
dishonest™ (Anthony de Mello).

[Permission was granted by Dominican Publications
www.dominicanpublications.com—New Sunday & Holy Day
Liturgies by Fr. Flor McCarthy.]
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THREE CHRISTIAN WITNESSES

Pope Leo XIII - Pope (1810-1903)

On February 20, 1878, Vincenzo Pecci, the 68-year-old
archbishop of Perugia, was elected to succeed the long-
reigning Pope Pius IX. Pius had done more than any
other pope in modern times to enhance the image and
power of the papacy. But having defined the mission of
the Church largely in terms of negative opposition to
the modern age, he left little opening for constructive
engagement with issues of the day. The new pope, who
took the name Leo XIII, was keen to overcome this
defensive posture.

Without doubt, Leo’s most significant contribution
was in his pronouncements in the social realm. With his
encyclical Rerum Novarum (1891), he inaugurated the
modern era of Catholic social teaching. Leo was the
first pope to address the problems associated with
the rise of industrial capitalism and to declare the
sympathies of the Church with the working class.

While rejecting socialism, Leo’s encyclical implied a
strong critique of unbridled capitalism. Most of all, it
declared the Church’s vital interest in the social and
material, as well as spiritual, welfare of human beings.
It articulated a commitment to principles of social
justice, the dignity of labor, and defense of the poor—a
commitment that would undergo further elaboration in
the subsequent century of Catholic social teaching.

Pope Leo died on July 20, 1903, at the age of 93.

“I want to see the church so far forward that
my successor will not be able to turn back.”
-Pope Leo XIII
[Robert Ellsberg, Blessed Among Us: Day By Day with Saintly

Witnesses, a Give Us This Day book (Collegeville, MN: Liturgical
Press, 2016), page 415. Used with permission.]

Lawrence Jenco - Priest (1934-1996)

In 1985, Fr. Lawrence Jenco, a Servite priest from
Illinois and the director of Catholic Relief Services in
Lebanon, was taken hostage in Beirut by a Shiite group
called Islamic Holy War. He would spend 564 days in
captivity before his release and return to the United
States.

Days of unrelenting boredom—often blindfolded,
locked in a closet, or handcuffed to a radiator—were
interspersed with bursts of terror. During transport from
one hiding place to another, he was bound in tape from
head to toe or wrapped with explosives. He endured
beatings and several times expected execution.
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Nevertheless, he sustained himself with prayer,
reciting a homemade rosary, or celebrating a clandes-
tine Mass—sometimes in the company of fellow
American hostages. The night before he was released,
one of the guards asked him if he could forgive his
captors. Jenco realized his faith was being put to the
test. While he would not forget his treatment, he chose
the way of forgiveness in place of vindictiveness.

After his release, Jenco remained remarkably free
of bitterness, sharing a message of peace and reconcilia-
tion. (He was more disturbed to learn that his freedom
had been purchased by the sale of arms to Iran.)
He served as a campus minister at the University of
Southern California and died of cancer on July19, 1996.

“God, give me a new heart and a new spirit. You
have asked me to love unconditionally. May |
forgive as you have asked me to forgive, uncondi-
tionally. Then you will be my God and | will be
your son.”
-A prayer by Fr. Lawrence Jenco,
composed the night of his release

[Robert Ellsberg, Blessed Among Us: Day By Day with Saintly
Witnesses, a Give Us This Day book (Collegeville, MN: Liturgical
Press, 2016), page 417. Used with permission.]

Albert Luthuli - Zulu Chief, Nobel Laureate
(1898-1967)

Albert Luthuli, a member of the Zulu tribe, was raised
in a Christian mission reserve in Natal, South Africa.
Eventually, he was elected chief in the village of
Groutville, an office that enabled him to promote the
rights of his poor and oppressed people. To the white-
minority government, chiefs were regarded as useful
intermediaries in their management and control of the
black masses. Luthuli, however, had come to believe
the interests of his people could best be served by the
overthrow of apartheid. After he joined the Affrican
National Congress, the government “dismissed” him as
chief. This only freed him for a more active role in
the antiapartheid struggle, and he became the national
leader of the ANC.

As a result of his activities, he was repeatedly arrest-
ed, “banned,” and confined to house arrest. In 1955 he
was arrested, along with the ANC leadership, and
charged with high treason. He was eventually freed and
helped bring the case against apartheid to the world. In
1960 he was awarded the Nobel Peace prize.
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Throughout his life, Luthuli held to a deep
Christian faith. He disagreed with those activists who
dismissed Christianity as the religion of the oppressor.
But he challenged the Church to “be with the people
in their lives.” Speaking for himself, he said, “I am in
Congress precisely because I am a Christian.”

Albert Luthuli died on July 21, 1967.

“It is inevitable that in working for Freedom,
some individuals and some families must take
the lead and suffer: The Road to Freedom is
via the CROSS.“
-Albert Luthuli
[Robert Ellsberg, Blessed Among Us: Day By Day with Saintly

Witnesses, a Give Us This Day book (Collegeville, MN: Liturgical
Press, 2016), page 419. Used with permission. ]

A Prayer for My Granddaughter

Aideen Madden shares a prayer for her grand-
child. (The feast of Joachim and Anne, the parents of
Mary, is celebrated on July 25.)

Hannah, you are as yet too young to read
and understand my prayer for you.

That day may sometime in the future come
when your mother, taking from some box
of souvenirs which she may own, my
prayer —may hand it as my gift to you.

I send you no beautiful card, Hannah,
but the message of a grandmother’s love
and care and prayers for you;

I send you words of thanks for your
trusting smiles;

I thank you for your Easter visit
so full of joy.

I have hopes and wishes for you, Hannah.
May you grow up to be a kind, generous
and loving person;
(I sense already that your presence
is making the world a better place.)
May you be ambitious for the higher gifts
for those that lie within;
May you dance and sing often,
dear granddaughter;
May you enjoy swimming and tennis;
May you read good literature;
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May you see beautiful scenery,
art galleries, great cities;

May you have a happy home and remain
close to it in spirit wherever you go.

May you be a true friend, granddaughter;
May you be blessed with loyal
life-long friends;
May you endure suffering with
dignity and courage;
May you remember me with love.

I'love you, Hannah Grace —

May God go with you on life’s journey;

May his mother wrap her mantle
around you.

(Copyright © 2018 “A Prayer for my Granddaughter” by
Aideen Madden, The Sacred Heart Messenger Magazine,
Messenger Publications, Dublin, Ireland, Used with permis-
sion. All rights reserved.)

P.S. If you think others may be blessed by reading any
part of this column, I hope you will share it with them.
Those of you who work might consider leaving the
bulletin in a place that may lead to a faith conversion.

Check out Vaticano on EWTN
Sundays at 1:30am

The relgn of God is
like a farmer who
sowed good seed

//// ;’ .'L

Have a blessed week,

74- ?arm

tobin2@live.com
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Next Sunday’s Readings
July 26, 2020 A

Seventeenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
1Kings 3:5, 7-12
Psalm 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-130
Romans 8:28-30
Matthew 13:44-52

What about you being described as the
“pearl of great price”?

What are the gifts that are uncovered

by being related to each other

as members of the same community?

vk ee72020

LIFE TEEN

WE ARE A HIGH SCHOOL
YOUTH MINISTRY THAT
LEADS TEENAGERS INTO
A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP
WITH JESUS AND HIS
CHURCH
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JOIN US SUNDAY
EVENINGS @7:30 PM AS
WE RENEW OURSELVES
IN CHRIST WITHIN OUR
DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS.
AT THE MOMENT BOTH
GROUPS ARE MEETING
ON ZOOM BUT MAY
BEGIN MEETING IN
PERSON AFTER JULY
15TH PER DIOCESAN
REGULATIONS.

-
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CARA GIULIANO & ANNA NAGY

ASCENSIONCATHOLICTEENS@GMAIL.COM

321.254.1595 EXT 3501

JULY 15, 7-8:30 PM HIGH
TOWER BEACH-
SATELLITE BEACH.

JOIN US FOR ICE CREAM
& A SAND CASTLE
BUILDING COMPETITION.
BRING YOUR OW/N SAND
BUCKET (IF YOU HAVE
ONE). SIGNED FORMS
REQUIRED.

TUESDAY NIGHTS @7
TEENS GATHER
TOGETHER TO READ
SCRIPTURE AND DIVE
INTO THEIR FAITH. IF YOU}
ARE WANTING TO BUILD
COMMUNITY IN AN
ENVIRONMENT MADE
FOR YOU, JULY 22ND
BACK IN YOUTH RM. NO
MEETING JULY 14TH.

FOLLOW US: INSTAGRAM @ASCENSIONCATHOLICTEENS
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YOUTH MINISTRY

Ascension Catholic
Life Teen

Life Teen and Edge

Our Life Teen and Edge programs have
been meeting virtually for the past few
months and will be ending for the summer.

Keep an eye on our Facebook/Instagram
for additional information and special
virtual events at Ascension Catholic Teens.

Life Teen-High School Teens

Summit Bible Study on Zoom every
Tuesday at 7:00pm until we can meet
again in person. All graduated 8th
graders-graduated seniors are welcome!

Edge - 7th and 8th Grade Teens

Edge: Summit Bible Study coming soon
for all those entering 7th & 8th grade!

Questions about Youth Ministry?
Contact Cara Giuliano, Director of Youth
Ministry, or Anna Nagy, Associate Youth

Minister, EDGE program at
ascensioncatholicteens@gmail.com

See Summer 2020 Information

Ascension Catholic
School
Mission Statement

Ascension Catholic School is committed
to maintaining a Catholic Community of
companions on the journey toward
academic excellence, global service and
lifelong learning. We live this out by
showing respect to all people, by being
responsible for our actions, by showing
reverence, and by making right choices.
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Pray The Rosary With Your Parish Family!

3 | !

Join Father Eamon every Sunday night at 7:00 pm.

This Sunday we will pray the Sorrowful Mysteries for millions of people who are refugees.
We will gather virtually, quiet ourselves, and pray the rosary
to prepare for the busy-ness of the week ahead.

Join Father Eamon by phone, computer or tablet via our parish website:
https://www.ascensioncatholic.net/. Click on Ascension Catholic Media
or Parish Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ACCMelbourne.
Together we will honor Jesus and Our Blessed Mother in prayer.

Come Zoom With Us!!!
Wednesday, July 22, at 7:00 pm

join us for a
Zoom Small Christian Community

We will proclaim the Sunday readings,

read Father Eamon’s commentaries for understanding,

and reflect on God’s Word in our lives — in this moment.

We will virtually break into small groups to discuss and share faith.

Already in an SCC? Invite your whole group!
Father Eamon will be our special guest visiting each group!

Call or email today for your password!
Contact ldodson@ascensioncatholicsch.org or 321-254-1595 ext.3067.

NEED HELP CONNECTING TO ZOOM?
We will be available to help from 6:30 to 7:00pm,
Call 321-626-1842 and we will assist.

Want to just see what it’s like?
Join Father Eamon by phone, computer or tablet via our parish website:
https://www.ascensioncatholic.net/. Click on Ascension Catholic Media
or Parish Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ACCMelbourne.
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- \Qg ASCENSION CATHOLIC

SCHOOL

Space is VPK Now Enrolling

.. FOR THE 2020-2021
limited! SCHOOL YEAR!

AT g | ~ - - 3 -
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Why Ascension VPK? ] 1 Rigorous, faith based curiculum

Wrap_aro'und and extended care available
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT | MORAL RESPONSIBILITY | I

\ Qﬁ% ()fﬂ/@ . .
B Esabished Ascension Catholic School

3000 North Harbor City Bivd For more information contact
Melbourne, Florida 32935 info@ascensioncatholicsch.org

LEADERSHIP | FAITH FORMATION

ving students in PreK 3 - 8th Grade | Visit www.ascensioncatholicsch.org for more information

Ser
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Kevin & Natalie went
through Bolt with =
their sister Sam & £
cousin Ansley! We r wgﬁ
had so much fun L
watching it!

We are enjoying VBS. This
way is so fun and the
whole family can be

involved which is so nice.

Due to popular request,
we’ll keep the links up until July 24th!
Be sure to share pictures of your family’s fun too!

www.ascensioncatholic.net >
Faith Formatlon > V.B.S.

........

GIRL SCOUT
GOLD AWARD

My name is Katherine Laird and [ am working
towards earning my Girl Scout Gold Award!

I am creating a Life Skills Leaming Library in
the Ascension School Library encouraging
students to master important life skills, including:
civics, recycling, effective listening skills, healthy
living, budgeting, time management, navigating
without electronics, and basic first aid. I would
love to include the parish family in this project!

If you have any books or resources that teach
these subjects, are appropriate for grades K-8, and
are 15 years old or newer, please contact me at:

katherine.laird@melbournecc.org

or at 321-200-3378. (If I do not answer, be sure to
leave a message. [ will return your call as soon as
I can.)

Thank you for helping me to make this project
a success!

Fair Trade Coffees, Teas, I
Olive Oil and a few s E}ﬁgﬁi
Chocolate Bars! '

If you are interested in pur- [
chasing these items, call Barb
Warwick at 321-242-2036.

I can safely deliver them to your home. I am
not sure if I will be able to order items at this
time. Thank you for supporting Fair Trade
farmers!

While most of our parish ministries have been shut down
during this pandemic, our Prayer Shawl Ministry members
have continued to knit and crochet for those in need. We

Ascension ROSARY-MAKING MINISTRY
Prayer shaWI Ministry We are unable to hold meetings right now due to the
It's easier to pray when pandemic but we need to continue making rosaries and not
you are wrapped in Love! get discouraged. | would like for all current members of the

Rosary Ministry to continue making rosaries. When you
have rosaries made, please contact me at (321) g
537-9168 or michidavis@cfl.rr.com so we can

: arrange a time and place to meet to give me the
have prayer squares and prayer shawls available for anyone rosaries. If any other parishioners want to find

who would like one or knows someone who could benefit out more about this ministry’ you are welcome
from one. Please call Carol at 330-806-8928 and we will get to contact me, Michi Davis, at the above tele-
you what you need. phone number or email address.
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Braver Angels: Reuniting America Documentary Screening

What: It all began in southwest Ohio, where Trump voters and Clinton voters gathered in our Red/Blue
workshops in the weeks and months after the 2016 election. Now, the second workshop and its aftermath
have been captured in Braver Angels: Reuniting America, a one-hour documentary film by Emmy-winning
director Jim Brown and produced by Peter Yarrow of the legendary Peter, Paul, and Mary trio.

Braver Angels: Reuniting America shows 8 Democratic-leaning voters and 7 Republican-leaning voters
moving through a Braver Angels signature Red/Blue workshop, from initial skepticism to more profound
understanding and empathy. You’ll get an inside look at how a Democratic voter went from threatening to
cut off relationships with Trump voters to becoming dear friends with one—and how a Republican voter
moved from disdaining progressives to taking co-leadership with one in a movement that now spans the
country.

Who can participate? Anyone interested in learning more about Braver Angels and wishing to improve the
level of conversations with those who hold opposing views.

When: Tuesday, July 28, 2020, 7:00-8:30 pm

Where: Grab your popcorn in the comfort of your own home and join us via Zoom Cloud
Meetings
Interested? Register at:

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcuc-GtpzluEtY3vb20Q0Wm7bre3 mCegrVxO0
or contact Paul Witte at pwitte@braverangels.org or 321-243-0161 for additional information.

About Braver Angels:

Launched in 2016, Braver Angels is a bipartisan citizen's movement to unify our divided nation. By bringing
red and blue Americans together into a working alliance, we're building new ways to talk to one another,
participate together in public life, and influence the direction of our nation.

We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be enemies. Though passion may have strained, iz must not break
our bonds of affection. The mystic chords of memory will swell when again touched, as surely they will be, by the
better angels of our nature. — Abraham Lincoln, 1861 - First Inaugural address

For more information about Braver Angels: www.braverangels.org

+ Thank You, Good Seeds
Ocus A . Today Jesus continues to speak to his followers using
fellowship of Catholic scension parables. What a rich treasure we are given today in three
<« universty students parables about the kingdom of heaven! The kingdom is
When I spoke at Mass 3 weeks ago, I received an over- | ' likened to a man sowing good seed in his field, a mustard
whelming outpouring of support from seed, and yeast mixed with flours. As they did last week,
our parishioners at Ascension. Thank today the disciples press Jesus for an interpretation of one
you so much for your hospitality of the parables—the parable of the man sowing good seed.
toward me and all missionaries. I am Lest we think that these parables are simply amusing little
so blessed to call Ascension my home anecdotes, Jesus’ interpretation should be seen for what it
and to have this parish join me in this | is—a warning. Wailing and grinding of teeth in a fiery
mission to bring Jesus Christ to the furnace await those who are children of the evil one. This
college campus. As First Communions parable points to the struggle for today’s believer. Some-

continue to happen, I wanted to share § times, through sin, we sow weeds and prevent the love of
this photo of me and Fr. Eamon at my Christ from blossoming. ——

First Communion in 2004! Ascension Let today’s Gospel help put - e
truly fostered my faith and growing up us back on track. Let US| Those whoare Iu o
here allowed the Lord to shape my recommit ourselves to pre- e

heart in a way that has led me to give paring for the last days, the
my life fully to Him. Thank you again harvest, by blossoming as

for all your prayers and support! the good seeds we were [§
Carina Marchetti created in love to be. :
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Mass [nfentions

A - Wedding Anniversaries
DI\ For The Week

Alfred & Cecilia Sanchez 62 years July 19

Walter & Diana Bandish 58 years  July 21 Week beginning Monday, July 20, 2020
John & Charlene Wood 56 years July 18 and ending Sunday, July 26, 2020
Stan & Carolyn Schmelzer 56 years July 25
Alfred & Iris Annas S4years  July 23 Mon. 7:30 am T Robert Gann
1+ Mike Carney
;;aYSF_OIf( Greg Grasso, Betty Elko, Claire Grasso, Mia Moore, Tues 7:30am Birthday Intention for
°SCX Carmelia Navarretta, Peggy McKelvey, Cathi Hurd, Marie Duong
Ted Stoner, Betsy Coradine, CVNS, Joan Barco, . hn Heaph
Rose Struzinski, Mary Laird, John Kelly, Jim Wed 7:30am T John Heaphy )
Eisenmann, Laurie Chatman, Marge Pearsall, Terri T Beverly Morrif
Sills, K.J. Baker, Richard Furstenburg, Amanda Oudwa, Janice Thur. 7:30am 1+ Donald & Lanora Penner
Roberson, Robert Hinnant, Mary Ellen Ritter, Maureen Kurtz, Elizabeth (Betty) Herrman
Theo Reaves, Leo Shumaker, Mary Ann Shumaker, Shirley . ) I ( y)
Mattai, John DeStefon, Thomas Horan, Margie Boozer, Bill Fri.  7:30am T Lenore Penner
Porzio, Wayne Fogel, Anthony Tynes, John Hemel, John 1 Eleanor Amicucci
Thorstad, J oan Cantwell, Tim Durkin, Art Coridine, St.eve Wein- Sat.  9:00am ¥ Chuck Mathey
hold, Leslie Selage, Jonah Powers, Werner Schulz, Justine Miller, li .
Cosanne Mistretta, Elizabeth Mengel, Patrick Kenny, AJ John- T Cornelia Yorio
son, Marion Sampieri, Ron St. Clair, Fr. Mike DiRenzo, Elisa 4:30pm 1 Anthony Nguyen
Fernandez, Eric Farrell, Frank Cavaliere, Jim Thgrstad, Traci  Eleanor Amicucci
Wood, Frances Moberly, Joey Tauper, James Shifflett, Sarah S 730 J H
Morawa, James Price, John Brower, John Fox, John Loft, Susan un.  /.3v am T am?s ayes
Costner, Adrienne Matteucci, Nancy Grimaldi, Catherine 1 Daniel Murphy
DeLorenzo, Karen Papp, Jerry Golson, Eugene Parsons, Rewa 9:30 am People of the Parish
Donley, D Dillard .
oney, Zonna Hitar . . 11:30 am 7 Rosalie Colon
Please pray for those in the nursing homes. + Gary Ford
Pray for our Armed Forces Personnel here & overseas 5:30pm + Leonor Acosta
Joseph Marci, Robert Crowl, Bryan Calenda, David Barlow, 1+ Thomas Cook
Dylan Traver, Marty Martinez, Jonathan Martinez, Bryan Satter-
white, John Kinsora, Josh Grier, Robert Grover, Rory O’Connor,
Shane O’Connor, Alex Ritner, Kyle Mimbs, Kristin Agresta,
Andrew Nemethy, Lance Freeberg, Theresa Mavity, Matthew WORDS AND WEEDS
Hammond, Daniel Amulong, Dr. Jerry Higman, Margaret-Anne
Sytxma, Matt Maurer USAF, Daniel Sosa, Ray Romano, Matthew A man Of WOf'dS Clnd nO'l' Of deed
Cavalcante, Chad Bloomstine, Logan Solio, Nick Owens, Nicho- 3 o
las Jon DeDominici, Benjamin Fredrick DeDominici, Reece IS I'ke a garden fu" Of weeds’
Sampieri, Andrew Conklin -Anonymous nursery rhyme

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

By the dawn of the fourteenth century, the sacrament of confirmation was ripe for a rescue, since vast numbers
of the faithful never received it, and when it was celebrated, it was done so in isolation from baptism and
Eucharist. A bishop named William Durandus set out to reclaim this liturgy, but he had a creative touch and added
some things into the mix that had never been thought of before. One was a slap. Oddly, he replaced the kiss of
peace at the end of confirmation with a slap on the cheek that endured to modern times. This “wake-up call” was
related in his imagination to a custom in the military, wherein ceremonies of knighthood and investiture involved a
symbolic wound as a sign of willingness to suffer.

Within every congregation today, there are people who have memories of fretting through their confirmation
liturgies, anxious to know how enthusiastic a slap the bishop would bestow. Durandus loved symbolism and had a
reason for every ritual and practice, but his creative spin on the celebration shows how sadly adrift confirmation
was from its anchorage in baptism. How far off-course from its home port of the Eucharistic community.

- Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch
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AND MORE

Joseph Stevens and Sons
Florida’s Premier Home Painting and Restoration Experts

Popcorn Removal * Knockdown Texture  Drywall Repair
Exterior House Painting ° Interior Painting * Orange Peel
Sparkle/Glitter - Water Damage Repair
~ Family Owned ~ Brevard County - 321.984.8091
Serving Florida Indian River County - 772.569.0200

Since 1970 Palm Beach County — 561.745.1336
St. Lucie County & Martin County — 772.871.5702

www.popcornremoved.com

Remojeds:

et this

delivered by

Sign up here:

Brownlie - Maxwell
Funeral Service
Since 1915
Melbourne, Florida
321-723-2345

/T
FLORIDAEYE | HEARING Dept.

321.727.2020 ext.4058
502 E. New Haven Avenue | Melbourne

Jobi FREE HEARING TEST

FOSTER Parishioners receive $500 off

weekly bulletin

email - for FREE!

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

R & R Roofing

of Brevard, Inc.
Reroofs & All Repairs
Leaks My Specialty!

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then....
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

Vinyl & Aluminum
Soffit & Fascia
Senior Discount

Dr.M

m HAS, BC-HIS

P

\\*\\::1%7;[ m]

MDA E‘?ﬁ‘gﬁ melbourne
- hand center
JARED B.MOYLES,DPM  KYLE J. MOYLES, MD, MBA

Downtown Melbourne

1515 Dr.Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Melbourne, FL 32901
(321) 723-3500

Palm Bay

590 Malabar Rd. SE #5
Palm Bay, FL 32907
(321) 417-0822

2010 W. Eau Gallie Blvd,, Ste. 104
Melbourne, FL 32935
(321) 500-4263

- ®
AMANDA MOYLES GONNELLA
Licensed Realtor (321)693-0906

Alumni, parishioners, and parents of students serving your feet, hands, and home.

Pediatric Dentistry

ike MacKay

2 year Interest Free Financing Par';si%,-g‘nlen;,'_”v J taking care of smiles from infants through teens
WAX REMOVAL e FREE TRIAL 259-3731  481N. Harbor City Blvd., Ste. 102 254-7474
Helping those who were in an accident.
| will prepare and settle your insurance accident claim
with the insurance companies.
:D/'DZ'BCZ'/'/'IQ Seniors TROPICALil‘g SMILES

Nationwide

$2 9. 95/ 'Mo. billed quarterly

Kendall R. Schumacher, DMD A  Family Dentistry

321-722-3337 www.tropicalsmiles.com

418 E. New Haven Ave., Melbourne, FL 32901
*FORMER OFFICE OF DR. AMY ADDINGTON*

¢ One Free Month

* No Long-Term Contract
* Price Guarantee

* Easy Self Installation

Chad R. Reddick, DMD, MS

Specialist in Orthodontics m

www.melbourneorthodontics.com
Offices in Melbourne and Indian Harbour Beach

< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”

and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Thank Yo

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

514065 Ascension Church (C)

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-432-3240
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Noreen & Bill Goldsmith

Parishioners

1749 Wickham Rd.
Melbourne, FL 32935

)

EAST COAST PLUMBING CO. INC.

Serving Brevard County Families and Businesses for over 40 years

321.724.5588

Certified, Licensed and Insured
www.eastcoastplumbingcoinc.com

Our Family Serving Yours
Family Owned & Operated Since 1978 .
Pre-Arranged Funerals ¢ Out of State Funerals & Transportation
0 Funeral Homes We Honor All Pre-need Arrangements

Our 2 Locations
& Crematory: 5400 Village Dr., Viera, FL 32955  321-635-1973
www.beckmanwilliamson.com 101 North Brevard Ave., Cocoa Beach, FL 32931 ¢ 321-784-0117

GILLIN, GILLIN, & LINDBAEK PA

\ Our attorneys are devoted to injury and insurance issues
Christian Lindbaek - Parishioner
www.BREVARDJUSTICE.com

Beckman-Williamson

WEATHER
ENGINEERS

~_Air Conditioning and Heating
T
Ggm (321)727-2542
v HNJ Parishioners Since 1976
unomeevens” _ICENSED TO CHILL®

Ty

CUSTOM OPTIONS ¢ EXPERT INSTALLATION
® PLANTATION SHUTTERS ® PORCH SHADES ® DRAPERIES
® VERTICAL BLINDS ® WOODEN BLINDS © & MORE
7954 N. Wickham Rd., Suite #118, Melbourne, FL 32940
(Corner of Baytree and Wickham Rd.) 321 '752'7288

Become a Hospice Volunteer
Join Us in Service to Our Mission of:
Uplifting Lives. Uplifting Each Other.

Uplifting Our Community.

For more information
(321) 269-4240
HospiceOfStFrancis.com

Hospice\@ ,
o St Francis

Established 1977 Licensed 1990

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

v’Ambulance ] 95
+Police vFire SoluttonsafLatj/as $ 1 9. amonth
FREE Shipping
- This Button SAVES Lives!

|/Friend_s!Famin FREE Activation
80 0 809 33 52 Lowertpree Goaranted!
1 . GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection

' CALL
~ Now!

ind )
O endent!
i 3K

3 NO Long Term Contracts
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

2\
MDMedA/ert EAsYset-up, NO Contract

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! ~ 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

Parishioner’s Choice

Auto-Truck Repair g~ 321-727-0110

Your Complete

(321) 729-1444

ATLANTIC
EYE MD

* Cataracts * Glaucoma

Parishioner

(43 omforts
of

JO_]’IE v @ar € Associates, Inc.

Your Senior Care Specialists
Serving Brevard County since 1996

Homemakers « Companions
General Assistance

Free-in-home Assessment

All CAREgivers are screened,
licensed, bonded & insured

When Seniors
need help!
We put the CARE
in CAREgiving!

Melbourne * 255-0107

e Laser * Diabetes
* Pediatric %" 4 * and More

FrEDERICK Ho, MD
Voted One of the Top Doctors &
Ophthalmologists In America

321.757.7272
8040 N. Wickham Road

Parishioners Choice * State of the Art Surgery
www.AtlanticEyeMD.com

Genna<p

Jewelers

THE DIAMOND PROFESSIONALS
* Repairs performed on premise
(Most repairs completed in 3 days)

* Two goldsmiths on premise
* AGS Certified Appraiser

* GIA Graduate Gemologist

Next to TJ Maxx & Ulta
2304 Remi Drive Ste. #103 * Viera, FL 32940
(321) 215-2222 « www.gennajewelers.com

Parish Family « Parishioner

VALDERRAMA

w ORTHODONTICS
321°425°5050

Natalia Valderrama, DDS
Parishioner

www.ValderramaOrtho.com

Classic Wood Flooring
Serving Brevard Since 1971
www.classicwoodflooring.com
3115 Aspinwall Ave.

(Next to Florida Today)

Julie Moren-Herndon ~ Parishioner
253-8847

Blue Sky
Painting
Tile & Stucco

Drs. Gerald Bird & Jag Johnson

Board Certified Oral and
Maxillofacial Surgeons

Offices: Cacoa & Melbourne
321-631-7000

No Jobs too Big or too Small
Pressure Washing
Bathroom Remodels
Stone & Tile Specialist
Additions ® Patches
Int/Ext Paint ® Whole House

Dental Implants
Removal of Impacted Teeth
Oral Biopsies
Reconstructive Surgery

wwwDrsBirdandJohnson.com

Rich Hogarth, Parishioner
Bill Sullivan
Office: 259-8626
Cell: 480-9293

Laura Ulrich
321-306-8422

(TTY: 711)
Se habla espariiol

ONE Y PARISH

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

& Tire Service 1982 3100 W. New Haven Ave.

ZRIDGESTONE YT Fivestone BFEGoodrich
www. KendallAutomotive.com

514065 Ascension Church (B)

& Fovsioe > Gox

www.jspaluch.com

, j , 4
M-F: 10AM-6PM CM_WW‘

SAT: 10AM-1PM

FREE Delivery
We Welcome Express Script Customers

BeMedicine
Shoppe'é

PHARMATLCY

F 321-242-
The Nelson Family 2176 Sarno Rd #120

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-432-3240



Monica McKu N€, Broker Associate

Parishioner/School Parent
ey
Contact Us For All Your Real Estate Needs!
MCKUNE TEAM  Monica@McKuneRealty.com
Download My Mobile App! 32 I .794.7253
B R <ELLERWILLIAMSs. WWW.McKuneRealty.com
SE HABLA ESPANOL FALA-SE PORTUGUES PALM BAY ALUMINUM KIM'S TﬂII.ORI“G

B‘EAC]H[ Since 1977 | Alterations & Dry Cleaning Zd«ae %ﬁdma‘

Screen Rooms, Mobile Home Additions

Jeff Leonard, CeriFiED FINANCIAL PLANNER ™
Fipuciary SEervices
cal e &D:Financial Planning

Complimentary Review

321.259.6239 |~ \Wealth Management
' Wealth Protection

www.leonardfinancialgroup.com

Parishioner

S Pool Enclosures, Room Additions 920 W. New Haven Ave.
T CREMATION SERVICES Vinyl & Glass Windows Melbourne e 768-8700 AI R & H E AT I N C .
Owned & Operated by 725-5444 411 5th Ave o Indialantic ¢ 768-1493
the Vieira Family SALES ® SERVICE ® INSTALLATION
“Our Family Serving Yours” ‘WM'* —1°4 “ . ’”
Two Serving Locations RVMK =B [ | | LGGI’OUp We cm?e £¢ the ;aﬂ, not @ the lioar!

West llte ...be home be happy! 777 -2664

4999 N. Wickham Road,

Melboume/Suntree. F1. 35540 Cristina Babilonia §  REEEN M0 CAC 058617

321-751-6012

East ~ feoe  School Parent / Parishioner Keyin M. Mmrhi Esq.
S e e Call /Text; (321) 591-8237 LD AIGy) el

321-777-4640 B Email: cristinababilonia525@gmail.com

* Wills * Trusts ¢ Estate Planning
Free Consultation
(321) 600-4989

Kmurtha@murthalaw.us
Discount to Parishioners

www.beachfuneralhome.com [RVATAVAE R4 e I EH LIS T Ko )1

SALES & SERVICE §
G el i 8 it fl THOMAS C. TEATHER, M.D.

[l agghes Adult & Pediatric Ophthalmology
Mooney Family Since 1980 Medicare Health First

321.727.0101 % 242-2026

www.bandbairconditioning.com 1478 Highland Ave., Suite A

+ FHAPEDIATRICS

I N B R E V A R D
Certified Pediatric Nurse Practitioners |

Historic Eau Gallie  Parishione ; : PARISHIONERS

o L REWIRIIEW Margarer  321.724.5437  Nancy
Nemeth Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm Silva
(T CREUNOCITCINN o2 PEDSINBREVARD.COM APRN
Wi 254-0930 1755 W. Hibiscus Blvd., Melbourne, FL 32901
“Keep Your House in Order”
Adoption - Custody - Support - DCF - Wills ecorpestcontrol.com Consider Remembering
; Me:ou;"i (:"3 :Ious: = LR EERCCLE TR SQ%. | Your Parish in Your Will
andol Tracy Masters ichi . ; . .
masterslawoffice@aol.com —] Parishioners pR = For further information,
www.masterslawoffice.com School Parents please call the Parish Office.

Family Promise of Brevard works to
empower families experiencing

FamilyPromiSe homelessness to reclaim and

of Brevard, Inc. maintain their independence.
To help support or learn more about us, please visit us at www.familypromiseofbrevard.org

h o
[~ Curri Kirschner

waterfrontbrevard.com

David Cu rri, Broker/Owner

321.890.9911
davidcurri.com
deurriteam@myckhome.com
325 Fifth Ave., Indialantic
Downtown Eau Gallie Arts District

It is the way we serve others that our greatness is felt.

DR. ANNE M GREGAS
/ Board Certified Optometrist

¢ Custom Glasses & Contacts
* Glaucoma, Diabetes, Dry Eye
Medicare, Health First & VSP
3200 N. Wickham Rd.
321-253-3550 parishioner

O’Rourke FINANCIAL SERVICES INCE=SFFH HAIR
IRS ENROLLED AGENT |STYLIST
H A R BO R aal 29 Years Experience
C | TY TAX PREPARATION AND PLANNING

HEARING SOLUTIONS

Dr. Liz White Parishioner, School Parent
7155 Murrell Road | Suite 101

FOR INDIVIDUALS AND BUSINESSES
COLLEGE - RETIREMENT - INSURANCE

7. ..p.

Melcoure B.2240 al R 321-242:2270 2255 e lbourne (A
www.harborcityhearing.com Q 4" oEeT o 6767 N. WICKHAM RD. STE. 400 MELBOURNE FL 32940 321.302.0551
Attorney at Law State Farm® —
Providing | Financial Servi
RAYMONDA CHAKHTOURA, ESQUIRE rowdmg' nsurance'and |narTC|é Services (f"f."
Wills. T Social S itv Disability & Family L Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710 (Life)(Fire)
1lls, ‘Trusts, Socia e.curlty 18ab1lity : amily Law Eric Ponce, Agent INSURANCE
730 E. Strawbridge Avenue, Suite 208 2240 N.Wickham Rd.
Melbourne. FL 32901 Melbourne, FL 32935
' Bus:321-773-7500 Parishioner of|
321-327-3707 raymonda@chakhtouralaw.com | ross o eric.ponce.co6g@statefarm.com Our Lady of Lourdes

514065 Ascension Church (A) www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-432-3240



