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SERVED BY: 
 

Rev. Eamon Tobin .......................Ext. 3070 
Pastor, email: tobin2@live.com 
 

Rev. Martin Fitzgerald ....... 321-254-1595 
Assistant Priest 
rmartinfitz@gmail.com 
 

Deacon Sergio A. Colon ..............Ext. 3082 
Bereavement Ministry, Hispanic Community 
scolon@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Deacon Tom Stauffacher 
proftom369@cfl.rr.com—321-242-4504 
 

Deacon Bill Terneus 
bterneus@ascensioncatholicsch.org—254-1595 
 

Deacon Chris Meehan 
cmeehan@ascensioncatholicsch.org —242-8003 
 

Anita Brady ...................................Ext. 3001 
School Principal  
abrady@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

John Baillie ....................................Ext. 3044 
Technology Administrator  
jbaillie@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Victoria Dunn ...............................Ext. 3003 
Director, School Development Office  
vdunn@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Betsy Glasenapp ...........................Ext. 3080 
Faith Formation Director  
dre@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Shelly Wackley .............................Ext. 3080 
Faith Formation Assistant 
swackley@ascensioncatholicsch.org  
 

Cara Giuliano ................................Ext. 3501 
Director of Youth Ministry 
ascensioncatholicteens@gmail.com 
 

Anna Nagy .....................................Ext. 3501 
Associate Youth Minister 
 

Katie Gander .................................Ext. 3068 
Music/Liturgy Director 
kgander@ascensioncatholicsch.org.   
 

Laura Dodson ...............................Ext. 3067 
Pastoral Associate/RCIA 
ldodson@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Ashley Breaux ...............................Ext. 3077 
Contemporary Music 
abreaux@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Monica Sutton ..............................Ext. 3076 
Volunteer Coordinator 
msutton@ascensioncatholic.net 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Friday - 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 PARISH OFFICE STAFF 
 

Teresa Romano ........................... Ext. 3050  
Front Office Manager 
tromano@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Mary Russo....................................Ext. 3078 
Business Manager/Bookkeeper 
mrusso@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Anne Whelan ................................Ext. 3074 
Assistant Bookkeeper  
awhelan@ascensioncatholicsch.org  

 

Maria Sittig .................................. Ext. 3072  
Secretary/Bulletin  
msittig@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Brian Carley 
Special Projects Manager  
bcarley@ascensioncatholicsch.org 

ASCENSION CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

2950 N. Harbor City Blvd., Melbourne, FL 32935 
Tel. 321-254-1595 -Fax 321-255-3490 

www.ascensioncatholic.net 

ASCENSION CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
www.ascensioncatholicsch.org 

U.S. Department of Education  
School of Excellence 

Pre-Kindergarten through Eighth Grade 
 

FAITH FORMATION 

Religious Education  

Pre-K3– Gr. 3 Tuesdays, 2:00-3:30pm 

Pre-K3– Gr. 6 Tuesdays, 4:00 - 5:15 p.m. 

Pre-K3– Gr. 6 Wednesdays, 4:00 - 5:15 p.m. 

Gr. 1-6 Wednesdays, 6:15 - 7:30 p.m. 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Ascension Catholic Life Teen  

Sundays 6:45-8:30pm 
Edge (Grades 7&8) Wednesdays 6-7:30pm 

 

Ascension Thrift Store:  259-7291 

Ascension Social Concerns:  259-5685 

Religious Articles Gift Shop 
Open after all weekend Masses 

 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass 
4:30 pm 

Sunday Masses 
7:30 am 

 
  

    9:30 a.m. (free childcare) 
(choir)          

 

11:30 am (free childcare) 
 

5:30 pm 
(Contemporary Music) 

 

Weekday Masses 
Monday-Friday:  7:30 am 

Sat. 9:00 am  
 

 Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday:  3:15 - 4:25 pm  

Wednesday: 5:00 pm 
(or by appointment) 

As a good steward of the Lord’s blessings, please remember to consider  
your Parish Family or School Endowment in your Last  Will and Testament. 
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In the second reading today, Peter states: “Always be 
ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for 
a reason for your hope but do it with gentleness and    
reverence” (1Pt 3:15). 
 

This verse could be interpreted on two levels: spiritual 
and theological. 
 

On the spiritual level, the verse exhorts us to be always 
ready to witness to our faith. Millions of believers belong 
to a church family today because of the witness of other 
believers. This is especially true of Protestant evangelical 
churches. Their leaders have done a great job at teaching 
and inspiring their people to witness to their Christian 
beliefs and in motivating them to invite others into their 
church. While we all know that ‘witness of life’ is more 
important than ‘witness of words,’ words are also        
important—especially when people are going through a 
tough time spiritually. If the Samaritan woman in John 4 
had not been willing to share her witness with the people 
of her village, they might never have come to know Jesus. 
Fortunately for them, she had no desire to make her      
encounter with Jesus her best-kept secret. 
 

I sometimes wonder how many people are lost to our 
Catholic Church because so many of us are timid about 
inviting others to Church or sharing our faith with others. 
Needless to say, ‘witness of life’ is our best advertisement 
for our faith. After all, St. Francis of Assisi used to say: 
“Speak the gospel always. If necessary use words.” 
Sometimes, example is the best way to go. But some-
times, example can and should be accompanied by words. 
In the often used words of the late Pope John Paul II:  
“Do not be afraid.”  Do not be afraid  to share your faith.  
Do not  be afraid  to  invite a  non-churchgoer  or  a  seek-
ing non-Catholic to Church or to a retreat experience—
Alpha or CRHP. I do know that some of you have grown 
very much in this area of your spiritual development   
because I have met people who now come to our Church 
because of your good example and witness. 
 

On the theological level, the above verse from our second 
reading could also be interpreted to mean that we Catho-
lics should be prepared to explain to others why we     
believe what we believe. I acknowledge that this is not an 
easy thing to do for the majority of Catholics, especially 

those who go through life with an elementary school   
understanding of our faith. 
 

Thankfully, more and more Catholics are making time to 
become educated on Catholic beliefs and practices. More 
and more are becoming skilled at explaining, among other 
things: 
 

 why we have a devotion to Mary and have certain   
beliefs about her, such as her Immaculate Conception 
and her Assumption into heaven  (see Art 10 of my 
Catechism articles). 

 why we have devotion to saints (see Art. 10). 

 why we have the practice of Confession (see Art.15). 

 why we believe Jesus founded our Church and        
intended for the Pope to be the successor of St. Peter; 
why we believe in papal infallibility when it comes to   
matters of faith and morals (see Arts 8 and 9). 

 why Catholics believe in Purgatory when it is nowhere 
mentioned in the Bible. 

 

Being a proud and humble Catholic  
 

There was a period in our Church’s history when we 
Catholics believed that we were better than everyone else, 
and that we were the only ones to go to heaven. The    
recent clerical sex scandals have humiliated and humbled 
us—and rightly so. But such horrible failures in our 
Church should not lead us to be ashamed of our Church. 
We always have been, and always will be, a church of 
sinners. If there was one condition for entry into our 
Church, the sign on the door would read: Only Sinners 
may enter. 
 

Despite the terrible sinfulness of the Church down 
through the ages, God has used this weak instrument to   
do many great things. In his introduction to his book    
Rediscover Catholicism, Matt Kelly gives us some great 
reasons why we as Church should be humbly proud of its  
achievements. 
 

 Education.  The Catholic Church is the institution that 
educated the masses of people who were not born into 
nobility or wealth. Matt Kelly writes: 
 

 The global reach and contribution of the Church is 
enormous, but the national impact of the Church on every 
aspect of society is also impressive, though largely      
unknown. In the United States alone the Catholic Church 
educates 2.6 million students every day, at a cost of ten 
billion dollars a year to parents and parishes. If there 
were no Catholic schools, these same students would  
have to be educated in public schools, which would cost 
eighteen billion dollars. The Catholic education system 
alone saves American taxpayers about eighteen billion 
dollars a year. 
 In the field of secondary education, the Church has 
more than 230 colleges and universities in the U.S., with 
an enrollment of seven hundred thousand students. And 
the Catholic and non-Catholic students educated in our 
schools and colleges go on to occupy many of the highest 
positions in any field.  (p.18)   

 Being Ready to Explain Our Catholic Beliefs 
 Novena to the Holy Spirit 
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 Healthcare. The Catholic Church has a nonprofit 
healthcare system comprising 637 hospitals that treat one 
in five patients in the United States every day. 
 Outreach to the poor. After the federal government, the 
Catholic Church in the United States helps the poor more 
than any other agency or institution. Wherever a global 
disaster occurs, Catholic Relief Services is present and 
helping. At home, Catholic Charities and many other 
Catholic agencies are on the front lines of outreach to the 
poor. Here in our own city, our Church is vigorously   
involved in outreach to the poor through our Thrift Store, 
Social Concerns, participation in Daily Bread, and over-
seas in Uganda.  
 The Catholic Church has produced thousands and 
thousands of holy  men and women. While holiness is the 
work of God in the life of an individual, the individual 
must cooperate with God’s grace. We need guidance and 
help as we seek to live a holy life. Millions of us have 
found that help and guidance in the Catholic Church. 
 Down through the ages, especially in the Middle Ages, 
the Church has been a great patron of the arts—which 
elevates the human mind and heart to God.  
 

While the sex scandals have caused us rightly to hang our 
heads for a while, we have so many good reasons to be 
proud of the achievements of our Church. It would be sad 
if we allowed the sins and imperfections of the Church to 
prevent us from recognizing its tremendous accomplish-
ments. 
 

What sets them apart? 
 

A few years ago, we sold 2,250 copies of Matt Kelly’s 
book Rediscover Catholicism—A Spiritual Guide to    
Living Life with Passion and Purpose. One of the things I 
like about Kelly’s book is that it inspires us to be the best 
that we can be, to be the best version of ourselves. The 
following is an excerpt. 
 

 What is it that sets those who achieve extraordinary 
things apart from the rest of us? Some people would tell 
you it is mere chance, that they simply found themselves 
in the right place at the right time. Others will tell you 
that these favored few had better connections with people 
of power and influence. Some people believe that God has 
favorites and these men and women are his chosen ones. 
 Do not allow your heart and mind to be deceived. 
There are two great differences between the heroes,   
leaders, champions, and saints that fill the history books 
and the rest of us. In the first place, they tended to have a  
singleness of purpose that penetrated every activity of 
their lives. And in the second place, they formed habits 
that helped them to achieve their goal. These weren’t the 
mindless habits that are acquired by choosing the path of 
least resistance and maximum pleasure, but the life-giving 
habits that lead to excellence and holiness. 
 

Singleness of purpose 
 

 As you study the lives of extraordinary people, you will 
discover that they are all marked by these two qualities. It 
doesn’t matter if it is Bill Gates, Michael Jordan, or 

Mother Teresa; these characteristics can be found in each 
of their lives. Bill Gates wanted to dominate the software 
industry. He clearly defined his goal and thus had single-
ness of purpose. Then he developed habits in his life that 
would help him achieve his goal. Michael Jordan wanted 
to become the greatest basketball player in history. He 
had a clearly defined goal, a singleness of purpose. He 
did the things that moved him toward his goal and didn’t 
do the things that didn't move him toward his goal. The 
same is true of  Mother Teresa  and of  all  the saints that 
honor the pages of Christian history. Mother Teresa 
wanted to love God with all her heart in every moment of 
every day. She clearly defined her goal and allowed this 
singleness of purpose to penetrate the everyday activities 
of her life. 
 It matters not whether it is in the field of business, 
sports, or spirituality. The same principles apply. They 
are the fundamentals of human excellence. 
     You may object, saying, “To dominate the software 
industry or be the greatest basketball player in history are 
not the noblest goals.” This is true. The question now  
becomes, “What is your goal?” Do you even have a 
clearly stated goal? Do you have this singleness of      
purpose that gives focus to a person’s life and allows him 
or her to excel beyond imagining? 
 This singleness of purpose will save you from wasting 
your life in shallow and superficial activities that mean 
almost nothing to anyone and will mean even less one 
hundred years from now. Imagine how many people want-
ed to distract Michael Jordan from practicing  basketball. 
Imagine how many nights his friends wanted him to go 
out and party and he didn’t, either because he had to 
practice or because he had to get up early the next morn-
ing for practice. Imagine how many people tried to dis-
tract Bill Gates from building Microsoft when he was in 
his late teens and early twenties. Similarly, imagine how 
many people tried to distract Mother Teresa from her 
prayer time or from her work with the poorest of the poor. 
 When you have singleness of purpose, everything else 
is embraced or discarded according to whether or not it 
moves you in the direction of your goal. When you don’t 
have this singleness of purpose, you get lost in the tossing 
and turning of daily life. 
 The whole world will get out of the way for the man 
who knows where he is going. For the man who does not, 
the world becomes a playground filled with distractions 
and nothingness. (pp 119-120) 
 

(Copyright© New and expanded second edition Rediscover Catholi-
cism by Matthew Kelly, Kakadu, LLC. Published by blue Sparrow. 
Www.dynamiccatholic.com. Used with permission. All rights         
reserved.) 
 

Have a blessed week, 
 
 
 
 
  

tobin2@live.com 



Page 4                                                 SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER A                   MAY 17, 2020 

 

 

NOVENA TO THE HOLY SPIRIT  
May 21-29, 2020 

Beginning Friday after Ascension through Saturday, Vigil of Pentecost  
 

Before Jesus’ Ascension into Heaven, he tells his disciples to return to Jerusalem and to 
wait in prayer for the coming of the Holy Spirit (see Acts 1:4-5).  For the next nine days, 
the disciples, along with Mary and some other women, “devoted themselves to constant 
prayer” (Acts 1:14).  This time of prayer is often called the first novena (meaning nine).  A 
novena is a nine-day period of prayer for a particular intention. 
 

You are invited to pray the following Novena to the Holy Spirit for any particular intention. 
You are encouraged to also pray for our Church family—that we will have a greater sense 
of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  
 

The Holy Spirit is God’s greatest gift to us. For the next nine days, make a particular       
effort to be attentive and responsive to the presence and activity of the Holy Spirit in    
your daily life. 
 

NOVENA OUTLINE  
 

 Opening Prayer 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, 

fill the hearts of your faithful  

and enkindle in us the fire of your love. 

Send forth your Spirit 

and we shall be created 

and you shall renew the face of the earth. 
 

 Meditate on Scripture assigned for each day (see next page).  
 

 Pray one decade of the Rosary asking Mary to help you to become more attentive 
and responsive to the promptings of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 Closing Prayer 
 

Father of Light, 

from whom every good gift comes, 

send your Spirit into our lives 

with the power of a mighty wind …. 

And by the flame of your wisdom, 

open the horizons of our minds. 

Loosen our tongues to sing your praise 

in words beyond the power of speech,  

for without your Spirit 

we could never raise our voices in words of peace 

or announce the truth that Jesus is Lord! 

Amen. 
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Scripture Readings for the Nine Days  
 

Day One 
 

Luke 1:35 Mary conceives Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Luke 3:21-22 Jesus is baptized with the Holy Spirit. 
 

  “Jesus, baptize me anew with your Holy Spirit.” 
 

Day Two 
 

John 7:37-39 Jesus promises to send the Holy Spirit. 
 

  “Come, Holy Spirit, possess my whole being.” 
 

Day Three 
 

Acts 2:1-12 The promised Holy Spirit descends upon the disciples. 
 

  “Holy Spirit, awaken in me the fire of your love.” 
 

Day Four 
 

Acts 4: 32-37 Led by the Holy Spirit, the first followers of Christ join together in a small 
Christian community to share life and God’s deeds in their midst. 

 

  “Holy Spirit, may my faith friends and I grow in love for you.” 
 

Day Five 
 

Acts 10:44-48 The Holy Spirit is poured out on the Gentiles. 
 

 “Holy Spirit, help me to be open to your workings in the most surprising   
places and ways.” 

 

Day Six 
 

Acts 13:1-12 Through the power of the Holy Spirit, Paul and Barnabas are discerned to 
go on their first missionary journey. 

 

 “Holy Spirit, help me to hear your voice when you call out to me.” 
 

Day Seven 
 

Rom 8:26-27 The Holy Spirit helps us in our prayer. 
 

 “Holy Spirit, teach me to pray.” 
 

Day Eight 
 

1Cor 3:10-16 The Holy Spirit helps us to understand the deep things of God. 
 

 “Holy Spirit, show me God’s path for my life.” 
 

Day Nine 
 

Gal 5:16-26   Paul names some of the fruits of the Holy Spirit.  We are holy and Spirit-
filled to the extent that the fruits of the Holy Spirit are operative in our 
lives. 

 

 “Holy Spirit, fill me with a Spirit of love, patience and joy.” 
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Next Sunday’s Readings 

May 24, 2020 A 
 

 The Ascension of the lord 

 

Acts 1:1-11   

Psalm 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 

Ephesians 1:17-23;  Matthew 28:16-20 

 

How do you pray differently today 
from when you first learned  

to pray? 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

     

         Ascension Catholic  

Life Teen  
 

Life Teen and Edge  
 

     Our Life Teen and Edge programs have been 

meeting virtually for the past month and will 

continue to do so each week until further no-

tice. Links are sent out via Email & Remind each 

week. Keep an eye on our Facebook/Instagram 

for additional challenges and special virtual 

events at Ascension Catholic Teens. 
 

Life Teen-High School Teens 
 

Sunday - Join us on YouTube live at 5:00pm 

and then on Zoom immediately afterward to 

meet in our small groups. 
 

Tuesday - Join us on Zoom at 7:00pm for Sum-

mit (Bible Study). 
 

Edge - 7th and 8th Grade Teens 
 

Wednesday - Join us on Zoom at 7:00pm for 

Edge Night 
 

Questions about Youth Ministry?  
Contact Cara Giuliano, Director of Youth Ministry, or  

Anna Nagy, Associate Youth Minister, 
EDGE program at 

ascensioncatholicteens@gmail.com  

 

STRENGTHENED TO LIVE 

AS CHRIST’S OWN 
 

     We might look at the world around us and conclude 

that this is the most challenging time in history during 

which to live as a person of faith. Yet we know this is 

not so. Throughout the ages, people of faith have faced 

mockery, persecution, and even death as a result of their 

commitment to Christ. Still, it is important for us to 

acknowledge the challenge of living as a Christian    

today, when faith is viewed with ambivalence at best, 

and often with antagonism. Some do not understand how 

faith and reason can sit side by side, even though many 

of the world’s greatest scientific discoveries have been 

made by people of faith. Others see the failures of the 

Church or its leaders and discount faith as a result.     

We rely on the powerful presence of the Holy Spirit      

to be with us when we are mocked or simply misunder-

stood on account of our faith in Jesus Christ. Through 

the   Holy Spirit, we will find the grace to live with   

conviction as Christian people. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

 

A message for all 
our supporters of  

Ascension Catholic School 
 

     While we are very sad to have to cancel the 
26th Annual Gala, we do have the opportunity 
to support our school by going ahead with our 
silent auction. Lots of items for you to enjoy 
either in isolation or time out. 

 

Watch this space, it's coming soon!  
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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 

     There is a geography to the liturgy of baptism that distills the journey of faith. Each part of the liturgy is assigned 

to a distinct part of the church building. Baptism, whether of infants carried to church by their parents or of adults 

following the paschal candle into a darkened church at Easter, starts at the door. First, a threshold must be crossed 

and a new community of meaning and memory encountered for the first time. Then, the celebration moves to the 

place for God’s Word. Next, as the litany of the saints is sung, there is a procession to the font. Finally, the move-

ment is to the table, the altar of the Eucharist. There, newly baptized adults are brought to the sacred meal, or the  

parents of infants are blessed and reminded that their child will one day share fully in the table’s banquet. 

     Many Catholic churches honor this geography by placing the font near the door, or at least small vessels with   

water. The doorway of our church is a place of memory, and a passageway to a new way of living. 
 
 

 —Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mon. 7:30 am  †   Fernando & Carmen Palacios 

Tues  7:30am   †   Fr. Joe Walsh 

    †   Kathy Jagdmann  

Wed  7:30am  †   Eleanor Amicucci 

    †   Sally Flick 

Thur. 7:30am  †   Nuncio & Christine Sampieri 

    †   Bill & AJ Sittig 

Fri. 7:30am  †   Joe & Helen Garlusky 

    †   Don Paternoster 

Sat.  9:00am  †   Deceased members of the 

          Grimaldi & Kalinosky Families 

 4:30pm  †   Kelly Family 

    †   Irene Weaver 

Sun. 7:30 am   †   Lee Dague 

    †   James Krupp  

 9:30 am  †   Claire Moore 

    †   Andrew Jonelis 

          11:30 am  People of the Parish 

 5:30pm  †   Baltazar Family 

    †   Aida Arellano   

 

Week beginning Monday, May 18, 2020 

and ending Sunday, May 24, 2020 

 

Orion & Marjorie Bessinger 65 years May  21 

Alfred & Joan Cantwell 59 years May  20 

Edward & Lottie Godzak 55 years May 22 

Luis & Lydia Vazquez-Pola 53 years May  20 

Gerald & Teri Zinone 40 years May  17 

Wedding Anniversaries 

Greg Grasso, Betty Elko, Claire Grasso, Mia Moore, 

Carmelia Navarretta, Peggy McKelvey, Cathi Hurd, 

Ted Stoner, Betsy Coradine, CVNS, Joan Barco, 

Rose Struzinski, Mary Laird, John Kelly, Jim Eisen-

mann, Laurie Chatman, Marge Pearsall, Ann McKel-

vey, Terri Sills, K.J. Baker, Richard Furstenburg, Amanda Oud-

wa, Janice Roberson, Robert Hinnant, Mary Ellen Ritter, 

Maureen Kurtz, Theo Reaves, Leo Shumaker, Shirley Mattai, 

John DeStefon, Thomas Horan, Margie Boozer, Jim Warwick, 

Bill Porzio, Wayne Fogel, Anthony Tynes, John Hemel, John 

Thorstad, Joan Cantwell, Tim Durkin, Art Coridine, Steve Wein-

hold, Leslie Selage, Jonah Powers, Phyllis Powers, Werner 

Schulz, Justine Miller, Cosanne Mistretta, Elizabeth Mengel, 

Patrick Kenny, Pam Conner, AJ Johnson, Marion Sampieri, Ron 

St. Clair, Matther Rabel, Fr. Mike DiRenzo, Anita Byers, Ava 

Barone, Jennifer, Elisa Fernandez, Eric Farrell, Frank Cavaliere, 

Jim Thorstad, Traci Wood, Reca Downey, Jeannette Nissen,  

Kristen Reid, Frances Moberly, Joey Tauper, James Shifflett, 

James Meegan, Anthony Prisco, Sarah Morawa, Charles Janus 

Please pray for those in the nursing homes. 
 

Pray for our Armed Forces Personnel here & overseas 
 

Joseph Marci, Robert Crowl, Bryan Calenda, David Barlow,  

Dylan Traver, Marty Martinez, Jonathan Martinez, Bryan Satter-

white, John Kinsora, Josh Grier, Robert Grover, Rory O’Connor, 

Shane O’Connor, Alex Ritner, Kyle Mimbs, Kristin Agresta,  

Andrew Nemethy, Lance Freeberg, Theresa Mavity, Matthew 

Hammond, Daniel Amulong, Dr. Jerry Higman, Margaret-Anne 

Sytxma, Matt Maurer USAF, Daniel Sosa, Ray Romano, Matthew 

Cavalcante, Chad Bloomstine, Matthew Carney, Logan Solio, 

Nick Owens, Nicholas Jon DeDominici, Fredrick DeDominici, 

Reece Sampieri 


