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ASCENSION CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
2950 N. Harbor City Blvd., Melbourne, FL 32935 

Tel. 321-254-1595 -Fax 321-255-3490 
www.ascensioncatholic.net 

ASCENSION CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
www.ascensioncatholicsch.org 

U.S. Department of Education  
School of Excellence 

Pre-Kindergarten through Eighth Grade 
 

FAITH FORMATION 
Religious Education  

Pre-K3– Gr. 6 via various methods 
See 

www.ascensioncatholic.net  
for more information 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Ascension Catholic Life Teen  

Sundays 6:45-8:30pm 
Edge (Grades 7&8) Wednesdays 6-7:30pm 

 

Ascension Social Concerns:  259-5685 
Religious Articles Gift Shop 

Open after all weekend Masses 

As a good steward of the Lord’s blessings, please remember to consider  
your Parish Family or School Endowment in your Last  Will and Testament. 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass 
4:30 pm 

Sunday Masses 
                      7:30 am 

                     9:30 a.m.   

                     11:30 am   
                      5:30 pm 

(Contemporary Music) 
 

Weekday Masses 
Monday-Friday:  7:30 am 

Sat. 9:00 am  
 

 Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday: 3:15-4:25   

Wednesday: 5:00 pm 
(or by appointment) 

Sign  
Language 

Mass 
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Greetings and Merry Christmas to you, dear reader! 
 

Depending on the circumstances of our lives, each     
particular Christmas has its own unique flavor. 
 

For those who recently lost a loved one, this Christmas 
will be especially sad. For those who just became      
engaged or got married, or had their first child, this 
Christmas will be happy and special for other reasons. 
 

Because of the Coronavirus and the havoc it has wreaked 
on our global family, this Christmas will be like no    
previous Christmas.  Fortunately, as I write this column 
(December 11), we are hearing the great news that    
people are already receiving the vaccine in Britain.  
Please, God, let it be effective. 
 

 Since March, hundreds of thousands of Americans 
have died due to this deadly virus. Globally, perhaps 
millions have lost their lives. 

 Millions will live with a pre-existing condition 
which may cause a lot of health issues in the years to 
come. 

 Because of Covid-19, millions of our elderly are  
living in isolation. 

 Countless numbers have lost their jobs and are expe-
riencing poverty for the first time in their lives. 
Thousands of small businesses have shut down and 
many will never re-open. 

 Only time will tell what the after-effects of the Coro-
navirus will have on family life. We already know 
its destructive impact on the lives of many families.  

 In time we will find out the impact of Covid-19 on 
the education of children and their emotional lives. 

 Certainly, the virus has greatly impacted church life. 
But as I often say: “Everything is relative.” Church 
life in Florida is very different from places like Cali-
fornia.  Here, a pretty large number of people can go 
to church, whereas in California and other places, 
hardly anyone can attend church. Again, only time 
will tell the full impact of Covid-19 on the spiritual 
and church lives of Christians. As we know, millions 
of churchgoing Christians stopped going to church 
because of Covid-19. We wonder how many will 
return to church after we have a vaccine that is 
shown to work well? 

 

Thank God, it seems help is on the way 
 

The discovery of a vaccine for a deadly virus can take 
years or can never happen. It seems we may have three 
vaccines that are almost ready to roll out and, hopefully, 
expeditiously to protect everyone from Covid-19. The 
rapid discovery and projected roll-out of the vaccine is 
almost miraculous. Let’s continue to pray that these  
newly discovered vaccines will, in fact, be as effective as 
they promise. 
 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us  
 

Each Advent/Christmas Season, Christians pause to   
reflect on the great mystery that we call the Incarna-
tion—the Word of God becoming flesh. Wouldn’t we 
have loved to be a fly on the wall when God decided to 
join the human family in the very unique way that he 
did? 
 
Reflecting on the mystery of God we celebrate at Christ-
mas, Maryknoll priest Fr. Joseph Veneroso writes: 
 

     They mystery and miracle of Christmas is God didn’t 
just take on our human nature but entered fully into time, 
transforming our chronos (routine, chronological time) 
into God’s Kairos (the fullness of time). The eternal   
became finite, the almighty became small and vulnera-
ble. The Creator of the universe deigned to be born in a 
small galaxy, in a minuscule solar system, on an insig-
nificant planet, in a remote corner of the empire, to 
an oppressed people, in a little village. 
     Centuries before, the prophet Micah foretold Bethle-
hem was by no means least among the tribes of Judah, 
for from it would come one to shepherd Israel—the 
promised and long-awaited Messiah! 
     St. Paul writes to both Galatians and Ephesians that 
Christ came “in the fullness of time.” The prophesies, the 
expectations, the people were all in place, whether they 
realized it or not. In other words, the Messiah finally 
came, not when the world was ready, not when the time 
was right. Jesus announced the chronos of the kingdom 
had come: at the right time, in the right place, through 
the right events, in the right person. 
     So wonderful and amazing were the birth, life, teach-
ings, death and resurrection of Jesus that Western civili-
zation divides history between B.C. (before Christ) and 
A.D. (Anno Domini—Year of the Lord), consecrating 
humanity, history and time in the process. 
     When early Christians wanted to celebrate the birth of 
Christ, since the exact date is not mentioned in the    
Gospels, the Church chose what was then the darkest day 
of the year (the winter solstice in the Northern Hemi-
sphere) to emphasize that Christ, our true Light, came 
when humankind needed him most. 
     Catholicism encourages us to ask what God is calling 
us to do with this precious, irreplaceable gift of time.    
St. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 6:2, “Behold, now is an 
acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” 
Christ continues to transform our chronos into Kairos. 

 A Covid-19 Christmas 
 Some Lovely Reflections on the Great 

 Mystery of God Becoming Human 
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Christ calls us each year to begin anew. Our faith       
responds:  “It’s about time.” 
 

(Copyright © 2020 Christ, the fullness of time by Joseph R. Veneroso, 
M.M. pp. 16, 17. Winter 2021. reprinted with permission from Maryknoll 
Magazine, Maryknoll, New York. Read the full article at https://
www.maryknollmagazine.org/wp-content/uploards/2020/12/mk-mag-
winter.) 
 

Those of you who frequently read my columns know I 
often rely on Fr. Flor McCarthy for his lovely insights 
into the Sunday readings. The following are some of    
Fr. Flor’s reflections on the Feast of Christmas. 
 

Why December 25?  Christ, Our Light 
 

     It may come as a surprise to some to learn that the 
actual date of Christ’s birth is unknown. December 25 
was chosen by Rome around the year 300 AD. Why this 
particular date? 
     In olden times, before artificial light was invented, the 
season of winter was long, dark and dreary. And all of 
this was due to the fact that the sun had gone away. 
However, the people knew that at a certain point the sun 
began to come back, and things changed for the better. 
So they had a feast to celebrate the rebirth of the sun. It 
was known as the feast of the Unconquerable Sun (Sol 
Invictus). 
     To counter this pagan feast the Church chose     
December 25, which is close to the winter solstice 
(December 21) to celebrate the birth of Christ.        
Instead of worshipping the sun god, people were    
encouraged to worship Christ, the Son of God. 
     December is the darkest month of the year (in the 
northern hemisphere). It is a time when we appreciate the 
value of light. Christians saw the coming of Christ as 
fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah: “The people that lived 
in darkness have seen a great light; on those who live in 
a land of deep shadow a light has shone.” With the   
coming of Christ a great light has dawned on the world. 
     Christmas means the coming of God’s light into the 
darkness of our world. This night is made radiant by the 
light of Christ. The liturgy is filled with references to 
light and to the glory of God. Christmas is a pool of light 
in the inky darkness of winter. 
     How dark the world would be if the light of Christ 
had never shone. The great Russian writer, Dostoevsky, 
put it like this: “While we are on earth, we grope in the 
dark, and but for the precious image of Christ before us, 
we would lose our way completely and perish.” 
     The teaching of Christ was truly a source of light to 
all who accepted him. But it was above all through his 
deeds and encounters with people that his luminous 
goodness manifested itself. Countless people came to 
him in darkness and went away bathed in light. 
     Christ’s light was not lit in Bethlehem once and then 
extinguished. Unlike the sun, Christ’s light knows no 
setting. It continues to shine for all who believe in him 
and follow him. The light of Christ has the power to 
draw people to its shining. 
     It’s not an illusory comfort, or a false reassurance that 
all is well when this is clearly not the case. It shines in 

the midst of devastation, disaster and upheaval. The light 
of Christ is a persistent and defiant light that no darkness 
can overpower. 
     Christ’s light comes as a friend. It brings healing not 
hurt, freedom not oppression, life not death. Those who 
follow him will always have the light of life. He teaches 
us who we are and what our destiny is. We are children 
of God, destined for eternal glory. 
     May the Lord in his goodness give us a taste of that 
joy which the shepherds experienced when the light of 
God’s glory shone around them on that First Christ-
mas night. 
 

How a bunch of birds in winter led one man to believe 
in the mystery of God becoming man 
 

     Even though Christmas is not as important as Easter, 
it is still a very important feast. It is concerned with 
something that constitutes the very heart of the Christian 
faith, namely, the Incarnation. The Incarnation means 
that God’s Son came down on earth, took on our human 
nature, in order to confer on us the dignity of children of 
God. 
     The Incarnation is a mystery. To say that something is 
a mystery doesn’t mean we can’t know anything about it. 
It just means that we can’t know everything about it. 
Faith doesn’t contradict reason; it transcends it. 
     A great story. Once there was a man who had a 
problem with the Incarnation. He just couldn’t believe 
that God’s Son became one of us, and was too honest to 
pretend. So on Christmas Eve, when his wife and chil-
dren went to church, he stayed at home. 
     Shortly after they had left, it began to snow. He went 
to the window to watch it fall. “If we must have Christ-
mas,” he thought, “then let it be a white Christmas.” A 
short while later he heard a thudding sound. It was quick-
ly followed by another, then another. It sounded as if 
someone was throwing snowballs at the window of the 
living room. 
     He went to the front door to investigate. There he 
found a flock of birds huddled miserably in the snow. 
They had been caught in the storm, and in their desperate 
search for shelter, had seen the light and flew into the 
window. 
     “I can’t let these little creatures lie there and freeze to 
death,” he thought. He wondered what he could do to 
help them. 
     Then he remembered the barn. It would provide a nice 
warm shelter for them. He put on his coat and made his 
way through the snow to the barn. There he put on the 
light, but the birds wouldn’t come. 
     “Food will bring them,” he thought. So he scattered a 
trail of breadcrumbs all the way into the barn. But the 
birds still wouldn’t come. Then he tried to shoo them into 
the barn by walking around them and waving his arms at 
them.  But they took alarm and scattered in all directions. 
     Then he said to himself, “They find me a strange and 
terrifying creature. If only there was some way I could 
get them to trust me.” 
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     At that moment the church bells began to ring.       
He stood silently as they rang out the glad tidings of 
Christmas: “The Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us.  To those who accepted him he gave power 
to become children of God.” 
     Then he sank to his knees in the snow and said, 
“Lord, now I understand why you had to become one of 
us.” 
     Why did God who is all-powerful, become small, 
weak and vulnerable?  Because that was the only 
way he could reach us. The only way to win our 
trust. “It was essential that he should in this way  
become completely like his brothers” (Heb 2:17). 
     The Incarnation is a mystery of love. Jesus is       
Emmanuel, God with us. He placed himself at our side. 
He made himself our friend, our brother, our companion 
on the road to God’s kingdom. He walked the way   
himself.  Then he said to us, “Follow me.” This was not 
a command but an invitation. 
     The Son of God comes not as a judge but as a  
savior.  He comes to reveal to us our dignity as God’s 
children, and the glory of our eternal destiny in 
heaven. This is the good news. This is the great joy 
that the angels announced to the shepherds, and that 
is announced to us tonight (today). Let us open our 
hearts to receive the great joy. 
 

The shepherds teach us that religion is not about find-
ing God outside of our lives but inside of our lives. 
 

     It is sometimes said that religion is an escape from 
the harsh realities of life.  This is a complete misunder-
standing of religion. 
     Consider the story of the shepherds. Even though the 
story depicts a way of life that is gone, we shouldn’t 
dismiss it because of that. 
     At the time of Jesus, the status of shepherds was a 
lowly one. Society had pushed them to the margins. The 
world passed them by. Yet it was to such as these that 
the good news of Jesus’ birth was announced, and it was 
just such as these who welcomed the news of that birth. 
     We can picture them in the quiet countryside, keep-
ing watch over their sheep. They were poor and in  
darkness. But that meant they were ripe for the Good 
News. God comes especially to those who are poor, and 
who are not afraid to admit it.  Material poverty is the 
most obvious kind of poverty.  But there is a worse kind 
of poverty—spiritual poverty. 
     It was while the shepherds were engaged in their 
lowly task of minding sheep that the great news came to 
them: “Today in the town of Bethlehem a saviour has 
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” God came to 
them as they were watching over their flocks. Religion 
is not about finding God outside of our lives, but within 
our lives—in the midst of our daily occupations. 
     Having received the message of the angel, the    
shepherds went to Bethlehem, and found that it was as 

the angel said.  With their outward eyes all they saw 
was a child “wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying a   
manger.” But with their inward eyes, the eyes of faith, 
they recognized this child as the Saviour sent by God.  
     What difference did the experience make to them?  
In one sense, it made no difference. When the excite-
ment died down, and the brightness faded, they had to 
go back to the same lowly work and the same obscure 
lives. 
     But in another sense, it made the world of differ-
ence. The Gospel tells us that they went back 
“glorifying and praising God for all they had seen and 
heard.” Afterwards they were the same persons but with 
a different consciousness. 
     They now had a new vision, and a new hope. Their 
lowly lives were illuminated by a sense of God’s good-
ness to them. The world might have forgotten them, but 
God had not forgotten them. “Today a saviour has been 
born for you.”  Yes, for them! 
     Even though we haven’t seen the angel, we have 
heard the message of the angel. And tonight (today) we 
have come to see the Christ Child. Like the shepherds, 
we must try to see him with the eyes of faith. In this 
way, we won’t just see a tiny baby. We will see our 
Saviour, Christ the Lord. We will see God’s love for us 
made flesh. 
     And, like the shepherds, we have to go back to our 
homes and to the tasks that go to make up our daily 
lives. But we will see those tasks differently, because 
we see ourselves differently.  In the divine Child, we 
see our own divinity. 
     Religion is not an escape from life. Religion leads 
to a deeper commitment to life. We have to learn 
how close God can be to us, and how close we can be 
to God, in the midst of our sometimes painful and 
sometimes joyful lives. 
     Religion addresses our deepest longings. It       
extends human life, adding a dimension that fuels 
the life deep inside us, that fleeting but precarious 
life that we are called upon to live and live to the 
full. 
 

(Used with permission granted by Dominican Publications, 
www.dominicanpublications.com. New Sunday and Holy 
Day Liturgies, by Flor McCarthy.) 
 
 
 

A Very Happy Christmas, 
 
 
 
 

 
tobin2@.ive.com 
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Next Sunday’s Readings 
December 27, 2020 B 

 

The Holy Family of  
             Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

 

Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3; Psalm 105:1-6, 8-9 
Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19 

Luke 2:22-40 
 
 

In what way(s) does your family express 
the love of God to each other?  
To others outside the family? 

The Ascension High School Youth Ministry 
And the Middle School Edge Ministry 

wish the  
parishioners of Ascension  
a Wonderful Christmas  
and a Happy New Year! 

 

Cara Giuliano & Anna Nagy  
254-54150  ext. 3501 

ascensioncatholicteens@gmail.com 
 

Follow us on Instagram/
Facebook@ascensioncatholicteens 

 

Ascension Catholic School 
Mission Statement 

 

Ascension Catholic School, founded by the     
Sisters of Mercy and rooted in the charism of 
compassion, is a community of Companions on 
the Journey. We strive to foster the growth of 
each unique child by living the Gospel    values, 
achieving academic excellence, and serving our 
global family. 

 

CHRISTMAS  MASS 
2020 SCHEDULE 

    
Christmas Eve (Thursday)  

 

 4:00pm  – Church *** 
Presider: Fr. Martin 

 

4:00pm – Hall 
Presider: Fr. Tobin 

 

7:00pm – Church  
Presider: Fr. Tobin 

 

7:00pm - Hall 
Presider: Fr. Martin 

 

11:00pm – Church 
Presider: Fr. Martin 

 

11:00pm - Hall (if needed) 

Overflow    
 

Christmas Day (Friday)  
9:00am  

Presider: Fr. Stan Murray 

                      11:00am ***  
                       Presider: Fr. Tobin 

 

 New Year’s Eve (Thursday) 
5:30pm Vigil - Presider: Fr. Martin 

 

 New Year’s Day (Friday)  
9:00am - Presider: Fr. Tobin 

 

   ***Streamed 

Confession  

Advent Special   

Monday, December 21  

               12 noon and 4:00pm 

 

The Parish Office will be closed 
for Christmas starting Wednesday, 
December 23 at noon, and will  
reopen on Monday, December 28. 

 

We, the Parish Office staff,  
wish all our parishioners 

a most Blessed Christmas! 
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It’s almost Christmas! 
We’re missing family but parish family is here!  

Come Zoom with us!!! 
 

 We proclaim the Sunday Mass readings. 
  We read Fr. Eamon’s Commentary to understand. 
  We discuss what it means to us in our lives. 
  We pray for each other, our parish, the world. 
  We focus on God—and it’s so very good! 

                             

To join ZOOM, get your password! 
 

Call or email today for your password: ldodson@ascensioncatholicsch.org or 254-1595 ext. 3067 
Join Us Wednesday, December 23, at 7:00pm — Come ZOOM with us or watch on YouTube 

Parish website:  https://www.ascensioncatholic.net/  (click on Ascension Catholic Media) 
—or Parish Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/ACCMelbourne 

Prefer an afternoon?  Come ZOOM with us… 
Join Leigh Osgood-Barry on Wednesday afternoons at 1:00pm on ZOOM!   

Call or email for your password: (321) 254-1595 ext. 3067 or ldodson@ascensioncatholicsch.org 

Pray the Rosary  
With Your Parish Family! 

 

Join Father Eamon Sunday night at 7:00pm  
and pray the Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary  

with the Hymel Family           
 

We will gather virtually, quiet ourselves, and pray the  
Rosary to prepare for the busy-ness of the week ahead. 
Join Father Eamon by phone, computer or tablet 
via our parish website: 

https://www.ascensioncatholic.net/.  Click on Ascension Catholic Media or Parish Facebook:   
https://www.facebook.com/ACCMelbourne. 
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ROSARY-MAKING MINISTRY 
 

Rosary Ministry meets on Sundays, 1:00-3:00 pm, 
Buescher Center, Rm. 410 

Next meeting: December 20 
 

If interested, contact Michi  Davis at  
242-8092 or michidavis@cfl.rr.com. 

Social Concerns & Food Pantry 

MINISTRY OF INTERCESSIONS 
 

     The Ministry of Intercessions has been praying for 
members of our parish, the world and our parish needs 
for the past 25 years. Prayer is the greatest gift we can 
give. Thank you to all members who have been praying 
for us and our community. 
     During this time of social distancing and caution, it 
would be wonderful to have more people praying with 
us. There are no meetings to attend. Each month,     
members receive a letter with petitions to pray for dur-
ing the month. All that is needed is a heart willing to 
give your time and love to pray for others. 
     If you or someone you know would like to join us, 
please contact Terry Roy at (321) 779-9502, cell (321)
917-0172, or Theresa.roy1@gmail.com. 

ADORATION 
 

The Adoration Chapel is open. Only two confirmed 
adorers are permitted each hour.  No DROP-INS!   
 

     The Chapel will be sanitized every day by Ascension 
staff.  A Hepa filtration system will be in place to help 
clean the air during the hours of adoration.  Masks are 
required and must always be worn while in the 
Chapel. We ask that you follow the protocol so that we 
can all be safe. 

If you would like to participate in this ministry, please 
contact Lyn Becker at accadoration2950@gmail.com 

or (561) 531-3173. You must have a completed 
COVID waiver on file, which can be accessed at  

https://tinyurl.com/y2dn2mmk or  obtained 
from the Church Office. 

 

HOURS IN NEED OF AN ADORER 
 

Sunday 12pm, 2pm 
Tuesday 6pm 
Thursday 6pm 
Friday 1pm, 5pm 
Saturday 10am, 12pm, 5pm 

 
Other hours are available for single adorers. Please 
email Lyn Becker (see above) if you are interested in  
reserving an hour. Once confirmed, you will be given 
the new door code. 

 CBNoB is a newly formed non-profit that brings together Catholic businesspeople to  
foster business relationships. 

 The Network also provides coaching for jobseekers. 

 Members range from CEOs to unemployed people who are looking for work. 

 Being a member gives you: 

 access to senior managers in other local companies; 

 access to well qualified job seekers; and/or 

 the opportunity to jumpstart your job search. 

 We’re also looking for volunteers who can help us grow... 

Learn more and sign up at www.cbnob.org 
Note that members are only connected with other members after they have reviewed a 
"connection request" and agreed to the introduction.  

 

Founded by  
Ascension and 
HNJ parishes 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS  
from all of us at Social Concerns 
and a Safe and Healthy New Year 

 

Social Concerns will be closed star ng on Wednesday, 
December 23, and will reopen on Monday, January 4, 
2021. Thank you all for your con nued support 
throughout the year, we could not do it without you 
and our wonderful volunteers. 
 

Pantry food items: Soup, jelly, pasta sauce, tomato 
sauce, spaghe , ravioli, powdered milk 
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Military Ministry 
 

     We are once again collecting items for the 
Veterans Transitional Housing in Melbourne. 

They can use paper products (toilet paper, paper towel, 
tissue), laundry and dish detergent, bath soap, shampoo, 
towels, blankets, socks, t-shirts, clothes in good        
condition. 
     There will be a Military Ministry container in front 
of the Church during the weekend Masses. Please bring 
any donations in by Sunday, Dec 20. We will  deliver a 
few days after. Any help is very much appreciated! 

 

BRAVER ANGELS AN EXCLUSIVE INVITATION TO ASCENSION PARISHIONERS 
 
At Braver Angels we have been bringing conservative leaning individuals and liberal leaning individuals together 
for constructive conversations since 2016.  Our goal is not to change minds but to change hearts: to change our 

perceptions of those who hold different political beliefs, to listen to and seek to understand those on “the other side,” and 
to be heard and to be understood by them.     
     In early February, we are offering our “flagship” workshop to a group of Ascension parishioners.  In our Red/Blue 
Workshop, we bring 5-8 conservative leaning individuals (“reds”) and 5-8 liberal leaning individuals (“blues”), and up to 
20 observers/alternates for three hours of highly structured and carefully moderated conversations.  Our goal is to go    
beyond the stereotypes we typically have of those holding different political views, to identify common ground, and to     
re-discover our shared humanity.   
     The workshop will be conducted on Saturday, February 6, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. via Zoom.  If you would like to learn 
more about the workshop itself, you may visit the Braver Angels website at: https://braverangels.org/what-we-do/red-blue-
workshops/  or you may contact Paul Witte at pwitte@braverangels.org or 321-243-0161.   
     If you are interested in hearing how others have reacted after attending this workshop, you may check out this video 
from the Franciscan Peace Center, Iowa: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mr6E062i8Sk&feature=youtu.be.  (Note that 
at the time of this recording our organization was known as “Better Angels.”  We changed our name early in 2020 because 
of a trademark dispute regarding the use of the name.) 
     If you would like to join us for this free event, you may register at Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/redblue-
workshop-session-1-ascension-community-melbourne-fl-registration-131690173855. 

 

Wax Candle Stubs Needed! 
 

Girl Scout Troop 1978 is seeking 
your old Thanksgiving, Advent, and 
Christmas candle  stubs to make fire 

starters for their camping trips. We can’t make 
s’mores without a campfire!  
There will be a collection box in the back of 
the Church in the Lady’s Chapel from         
December 19 to January 17. Please contact 
Michelle Devoid at (321) 242-9476 with 
questions. 

 

 

Elementary 

Faith 

Formation 

Spring  

Schedule 

2021 
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Monsignor Martin B. Power  
Council 14573 

 

The Knights of Columbus is open to all 
Catholic gentlemen 18 and older. We have dedi-
cated men of all ages who help meet the Knights’ 
mission of helping those in need and our Parish. 
Some members participate much less than oth-
ers because of family and job pressures. We can 
use your help as little as once per year. 

 

Grand Knight Rob Light @ 321-626-9641 
Deputy Grand Knight Eddy Merlet @ 954-882-3687 
Membership Director John Miller @ 321-794-6620 

 

Ladies Auxiliary K of C  
 
 
 

We invite all ladies of the parish, to join us.           
Our mission is to support the Knights in Council 
#14573. 
 

For membership information, please contact 
Ginny Reeder at 978-460-1972 
Kris Webster at 321-914-7813 

DAILY BREAD 
 

2020 has been a challenging year for all, 
especially for the homeless and those in 

need. This Christmas season, our Ascension volun-
teers can bring not only food, but hope and love. If 
you are available to help, please call or email one of 
our contacts listed below. Your help is needed—we 
look forward to hearing from you.  
     Due to Covid-19, there have been adjustments 
made to ensure the health and safety of our volun-
teers and the public. Daily Bread has modified 
hours: 10:30am to 12:30pm. Masks are required. 
Daily Bread is located at 815 Fee Ave., Melbourne. 
 

Contact information: 
  Tues. , Dec. 22: Ginny Crews 407-376-5984 or 
   jincrews12@gmail.com 

Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians 
 

The Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians invites 
anyone of Irish ancestry who wishes to pre-
serve their Irish heritage to join LAOH. We 

meet the third Wednesday of each month in the Buescher 
Center, Room 411, at 1:00pm. 

Any questions, please call Eileen Chandler at 
321-259-3841 or Doris Cassario at 772-538-4782. 
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Mon. 7:30 am  †    Richard Russell 
    †    Susan Adams 
Tues  7:30am   †    Richard Owen 
    †    Leo Shumaker 

Wed  7:30am  †    Marge Pearsall 
    †    Erik Adamson 
 

Christmas Eve 
Thur. 4:00pm (C)  †   Mitchell & Hooper Families 
 4:00pm (H)  †   Frank Proch 
 7:00pm (C)  †   Fran Kammerdener & 
         Sonny Kammerdener 
 7:00pm (H)  †   Fr. Dan Freitas 
         11:00pm   People of the Parish 
Christmas Day  
Fri.     9:30am  †   Anne Milo 
    †   Gaeton Siciliano 
         11:30am  †   Patricia & George Hovarth 
    †   Bob Waseleski 
 

Sat.  9:00am  Special Intention for 
 Sisters Immaculata & Joseph 
 4:30pm  †   Brundza & Boudreau Family 
    †   Lawrence & Vincenze Vasile  
Sun. 7:30 am   †   Larry Stout 
    †   Marion & George DeLibro 
 9:30 am  †   Barbara Yoli 
    †   Orlando Santiago 
          11:30 am  †   Ercilia Lopez 
    †   Donald Clifford 
 5:30pm  People of the Parish 

Week beginning Monday, December 21, 2020 
and ending Sunday, December 27, 2020 

 
 

Jose & Ana Martinez 69 years Dec   23 
Robert & Donna Rafanello 53 years Dec   23 
Thomas & Mary Kay Neuens 45 years Dec   20 
Robert & Mary Lynn Marines 40 years Dec   20 

Wedding Anniversaries 

Howard & Mercedes Buescher, Greg Grasso,  Betty 
Elko, Claire Grasso, Mia Moore, Carmelia Navarret-
ta, Peggy McKelvey, Cathi Hurd, Betsy Coradine, 
CVNS, Rose Struzinski, John Kelly, Jim Eisenmann, 
Laurie Chatman, Terri Sills, K.J. Baker, Richard 
Furstenburg, Amanda Oudwa, Janice Roberson, Rob-

ert Hinnant, Mary Ellen Ritter, Maureen Kurtz, Theo Reaves, 
Mary Ann Shumaker, Shirley Mattai, John DeStefon, Thomas 
Horan, Bill  Porzio, Wayne Fogel, Anthony Tynes, John Hemel,  
Joan Cantwell,  Tim Durkin, Art Coridine, Leslie Selage, Werner 
Schulz, Justine Miller, Patrick Kenny, AJ Johnson, Marion 
Sampieri, Ron St. Clair, Frank Cavaliere, Rose Cavaliere, Traci 
Wood, John Brower, Arlene Ditta, Tom Lantry, Marie Odorizzi, 
Eugene Parsons, Stephen Borrelli, Betty Stroup, Charles Janus, 
Anthony Moss, Ruby Wright, Virginia Malinowski, Larry Kawa, 
Melissa Italiano, Liah Italiano, Ashley Davis, Muzette Lewis, 
Jennifer Alexander, Don Wilson, Jack Buontempo 
 

Please pray for those in the nursing homes. 
 

Pray for our Armed Forces Personnel here & overseas 
 

Joseph Marci, Robert Crowl, Bryan Calenda, David Barlow,   
Dylan Traver, Marty Martinez, Jonathan Martinez, Bryan Satter-
white, John Kinsora, Josh Grier, Robert Grover, Rory O’Connor, 
Shane O’Connor, Alex Ritner, Kyle Mimbs, Kristin Agresta,  
Andrew Nemethy, Lance Freeberg, Theresa Mavity, Matthew 
Hammond, Daniel Amulong, Dr. Jerry Higman, Margaret-Anne 
Sytxma, Matt Maurer USAF, Daniel Sosa, Ray Romano,       
Matthew Cavalcante, Chad Bloomstine, Logan Solio, Nick    
Owens, Nicholas Jon DeDominici, Benjamin Fredrick DeDomi-
nici, Reece Sampieri, Andrew Conklin, Sebastian Marzano 

  HOLY HOUR 
 

Weekly Holy Hour every  
Wednesday, 5:00-6:00 pm, in Church 

 

There will also be an opportunity for 
Reconciliation during that time. 

 

The Religious Articles Gift Shop  
will be closed December 26-27, 2020 

 and January 2-3, 2021. 
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Dr. Mike MacKay
Pediatric Dentistry

taking care of smiles from infants through teens
 481 N. Harbor City Blvd., Ste. 102 254-74744848

Brownlie - Maxwell
Funeral Service

Since 1915
Melbourne, Florida

321-723-2345

321-722-3337 www.tropicalsmiles.com
418 E. New Haven Ave., Melbourne, FL 32901

*FORMER OFFICE OF DR. AMY ADDINGTON*

R & R Roofing
of Brevard, Inc.

Reroofs & All Repairs
Leaks My Specialty!

Vinyl & Aluminum
Soffit & Fascia

Senior Discount
Lic. & Ins.

Parishioner/HNJ

259-3731

HEARING Dept.

321.727.2020 ext.4058
502 E. New Haven Avenue | Melbourne

FREE HEARING TEST
Parishioners receive $500 off 
2 year Interest Free Financing
WAX REMOVAL • FREE TRIAL

JODI 
FOSTER
HAS, BC-HIS

Chad R. Reddick, DMD, MS
Specialist in Orthodontics

www.melbourneorthodontics.com
Offices in Melbourne and Indian Harbour Beach

321.254.5232

Joseph Stevens and Sons
Florida’s Premier Home Painting and Restoration Experts
Popcorn Removal • Knockdown Texture • Drywall Repair
Exterior House Painting • Interior Painting • Orange Peel

Sparkle/Glitter • Water Damage Repair
Brevard County – 321.984.8091

Indian River County – 772.569.0200 
Palm Beach County – 561.745.1336

St. Lucie County & Martin County – 772.871.5702
www.popcornremoved.com

~ Family Owned ~ 
Serving Florida 

Since 1970

AND MORE

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

For Information ... Call
800.432.3240

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.comThe Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes
CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY. Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations
Holy Land Discovery • Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines of Spain • Grand Catholic Italy

Footsteps of Apostle Paul • Shrines of Alpine Europe • Pilgrimage to Lourdes
Scottish Highlands • Camino, A walking journey for the soul

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Mass is included with all our tours

(CST 2117990-70)

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.432.3240

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?
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FREE Delivery
We Welcome Express Script Customers

321-242-2440
M-F: 10AM-6PM F 321-242-2125
SAT: 10AM-1PM The Nelson Family 2176 Sarno Rd #120

Classic Wood Flooring
Serving Brevard Since 1971

www.classicwoodflooring.com
3115 Aspinwall Ave.

(Next to Florida Today)
Julie Moren-Herndon ~ Parishioner

253-8847

Our Family Serving Yours
Family Owned & Operated Since 1978

Pre-Arranged Funerals • Out of State Funerals & Transportation
We Honor All Pre-need Arrangements

Our 2 Locations
5400 Village Dr., Viera, FL 32955 • 321-635-1973

101 North Brevard Ave., Cocoa Beach, FL 32931 • 321-784-0117www.beckmanwilliamson.com

Blue Sky
Painting

Tile & Stucco
No Jobs too Big or too Small

Pressure Washing
Bathroom Remodels

Stone & Tile Specialist
Additions • Patches

Int/Ext Paint • Whole House
Rich Hogarth, Parishioner

Bill Sullivan
Office: 259-8626
Cell: 480-9293

Our attorneys are devoted to injury and insurance issues
Christian Lindbaek - Parishioner  (321) 729-1444

www.BREVARDJUSTICE.com

• Cataracts • Glaucoma
• Laser • Diabetes
• Pediatric • and More

FREDERICK HO, MD
Voted One of the Top Doctors &
Ophthalmologists In America

321.757.7272
8040 N. Wickham Road

Parishioners Choice • State of the Art Surgery
www.AtlanticEyeMD.com

Drs. Gerald Bird & Jay Johnson
Board Certified Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgeons

Offices: Cacoa & Melbourne
321-631-7000

Dental Implants   
Removal of Impacted Teeth

Oral Biopsies       
Reconstructive Surgery

wwwDrsBirdandJohnson.com

(321)727-2542
Air Conditioning and Heating

(321)727-2542 
HNJ Parishioners Since 1976 

LICENSED TO CHILL®

www.weather-engineers.com   Free Estimates for New Systems

$20 OFF
Service
Repairs

CUSTOM OPTIONS • EXPERT INSTALLATION

• PLANTATION SHUTTERS • PORCH SHADES • DRAPERIES
• VERTICAL BLINDS • WOODEN BLINDS • & MORE

7954 N. Wickham Rd., Suite #118, Melbourne, FL 32940

(Corner of Baytree and Wickham Rd.) 321-752-7288
Call For Your FREE In-Home Consultation & Estimate

Great Style &
Great Prices!

Your Senior Care Specialists
Serving Brevard County since 1996

Homemakers • Companions
General Assistance

Free-in-home Assessment

All CAREgivers are screened,
licensed, bonded & insured

When Seniors
need help!

We put the CARE
in CAREgiving!

Melbourne • 255-0107

Parishioner

SINCE 
1982

KENDALL
         AUTOMOTIVE CENTER

Your Complete 
Auto-Truck Repair 

& Tire Service

www.KendallAutomotive.com

Parishioner’s Choice

321-727-0110
3100 W. New Haven Ave.

          AUTOMOTIVE CENTER

Noreen & Bill Goldsmith
Parishioners

1749 Wickham Rd.
Melbourne, FL 32935

321-255-3785

Become a Hospice Volunteer 
Join Us in Service to Our Mission of:
Uplifting Lives. Uplifting Each Other.

Uplifting Our Community.
For more information
(321) 269-4240
HospiceOfStFrancis.com

EAST COAST PLUMBING CO.  INC.
Serving Brevard County Families and Businesses for over 40 years

321.724.5588
Certified, Licensed and Insured

www.eastcoastplumbingcoinc.com

Parishioner

• Repairs performed on premise
(Most repairs completed in 3 days)

• Two goldsmiths on premise
• AGS Certified Appraiser

• GIA Graduate Gemologist
Next to TJ Maxx & Ulta

2304 Remi Drive Ste. #103 • Viera, FL 32940
(321) 215-2222 • www.gennajewelers.com

Parish Family • Parishioner

The Diamond Professionals

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin.
It Is Through Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call
J.S. Paluch at 1-800-432-3240
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 Eric Ponce, Agent
 2240 N. Wickham Rd.
 Melbourne, FL 32935
 Bus: 321-773-7500
 eric.ponce.cp6g@statefarm.com

Parishioner of
Our Lady of LourdesPO45151   4/04

Attorney at Law
RAYMONDA CHAKHTOURA, ESQUIRE

Wills, Trusts, Social Security Disability & Family Law
730 E. Strawbridge Avenue, Suite 208

Melbourne, FL 32901
321-327-3707  raymonda@chakhtouralaw.com

Monica McKune, Broker Associate
Parishioner/School Parent

Our Family Helping Yours!
Contact Us For All Your Real Estate Needs!

Monica@McKuneRealty.com
321.794.7253

www.McKuneRealty.com
Download My Mobile App!

Text KW273ULi9 To 87778

ECOR Lawn Spray
& Pest Control
254-0930

ecorpestcontrol.com
Mike & Lisa Garoust

Parishioners
School Parents

• Wills • Trusts • Estate Planning
Free Consultation
(321) 600-4989

Kmurtha@murthalaw.us
Discount to Parishioners

Kevin M. Murtha, Esq.
Attorney at Law

$10 OFF WITH MENTION OF AD
SALES & SERVICE
Owned and Operated by the
Mooney Family Since 1980

321.727.0101
www.bandbairconditioning.com

Air Conditioning
and Heating

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL FALA-SE PORTUGUES

 & CREMATION SERVICES
Owned & Operated by

the Vieira Family
“Our Family Serving Yours”

Two Serving Locations
West

4999 N. Wickham Road, 
Melbourne/Suntree, FL 32940 

321-751-6012
East

1689 S. Patrick Drive, Indian 
Harbour Beach, FL 32937 

321-777-4640
www.beachfuneralhome.com

PALM BAY ALUMINUM 
Since 1977

Screen Rooms, Mobile Home Additions
Pool Enclosures, Room Additions

Vinyl & Glass Windows
725-5444

Dave Mastro
AIR & HEAT INC.

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION
“We charge by the job, not by the hour!”

777-2664
PARISHIONER - HNJ CAC 058617

KIM’S TAILORING
Alterations & Dry Cleaning

920 W. New Haven Ave. 
 Melbourne • 768-8700

411 5th Ave • Indialantic • 768-1493

HAIR
STYLIST
29 Years Experience

Virginia Price
PARISHIONER

2255 N. Wickham Rd.
Melbourne

321.302.0551

Certified Pediatric Nurse Practitioners

PARISHIONERS 

321.724.5437
Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

PEDSINBREVARD.COM
1755 W. Hibiscus Blvd., Melbourne, FL 32901

Margaret
Nemethy
APRN

Nancy
Silva
APRN

Dr. Anne M Gregas
Board Certified Optometrist

• Custom Glasses & Contacts
• Glaucoma, Diabetes, Dry Eye

Medicare, Health First & VSP

3200 N. Wickham Rd.
321-253-3550 Parishioner

Cristina Babilonia
School Parent / Parishioner

Call / Text: (321) 591-8237
Email: cristinababilonia525@gmail.com

www.SearchHomesInBrevard.com

...be home be happy!

Dr. Liz White  Parishioner, School Parent
7155 Murrell Road | Suite 101

Melbourne, FL 32940
Phone: 321.723.4663

www.harborcityhearing.com

It is the way we serve others that our greatness is felt.

David Curri, Broker/Owner
321.890.9911

davidcurri.com
dcurriteam@myckhome.com
325 Fifth Ave., Indialantic
Downtown Eau Gallie Arts District

 Masters Law

 772.770.9777

 321.394.8816

“Keep Your House in Order”
Adoption • Custody • Support • DCF • Wills

Melbourne Office - House Calls

Randol Tracy Masters

masterslawoffice@aol.com
www.masterslawoffice.com

Family Promise of Brevard works to
empower families experiencing 
homelessness to reclaim and
maintain their independence.

To help support or learn more about us, please visit us at www.familypromiseofbrevard.org

DISCOVER
AMAZING YOU

Kim Miller
Mentor and

Certified Life Coach

Addiction • Coaching & Mentorship
Tramautic Brain Injuries

321.613.8521
discoveramazingyou@gmail.com

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.
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