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SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass 
4:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday Masses 
7:30 a.m. 

 
  

    9:30 a.m. (free childcare) 
(choir)          

 

11:30 a.m. (free childcare) 
 

5:30 p.m. 
(Contemporary Music) 

 

Weekday Masses 
Monday-Friday:  7:25 a.m. 

Sat. 9:00 a.m  
 

 Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday:  3:15 - 4:25 p.m.  

Wednesday: 6:00 p.m. 
(or by appointment) 

ASCENSION CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
www.ascensioncatholicsch.org 
U.S. Department of Education  

School of Excellence 
Pre-Kindergarten through eighth grade 

  

FAITH FORMATION 
Religious Education (Pre-K - 6) 

Tuesdays, 4:00 - 5:15 p.m. 
Religious Education (Grades 1-8) 

Wednesdays, 6:30 - 7:45 p.m. 
  

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Sundays after 5:30 p.m. Mass 

  

OUTREACH 
Ascension Thrift Store:  259-7291 

Ascension Social Concerns:  259-5685 
  

BINGO 
Mondays & Thursdays 
6:00 p.m., Parish Hall 

As a good steward of the Lordõs blessings, please remember to consider  
your Parish Family or School Endowment in your Last  Will and Testament. 

A SCENSION  CATHOLIC  COMMUNITY  

2950 N. Harbor City Blvd., Melbourne, FL 32935 
Tel. 321-254-1595   ·   Fax 321-255-3490  

www.ascensioncatholic.net 

SERVED BY: 
 

Rev. Eamon Tobin ....................... Ext. 3070 
Pastor, email: tobin2@live.com 
  

Rev. BK Tran ................................ 254-1595 
Associate Pastor 
Email: thadbkt0035@msn.com 
  

Deacon Sergio A. Colon ............. Ext. 3082 
Bereavement Ministry, Hispanic Community 
scolon@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Deacon Tom Stauffacher 
proftom369@cfl.rr.comñ321-242-4504 
 

Deacon Bill Terneus 
wt1of6@cfl.rr.comñ321-259-6168 
 

Deacon Chris Meehan 
chrismeehan2@gmail.comñ321-242-8003 
 

Sr. Joseph Barden ........................ Ext. 3003 
Development Director 
jbarden@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Sr. Immaculata ............................. Ext. 3039 
Pastoral Care 
mknox@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Anita Brady ................................... Ext. 3001 
School Principal  
abrady@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Betsy Glasenapp ........................... Ext. 3080 
Religious Education Director  
dre@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Mary Birmingham........................ Ext. 3068 
Music/Liturgy Director, Catechumenate   
mbirmingham@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Mark Kniepmann ......................... Ext. 3501 
High School Youth Minister 
ascensioncatholicteens@gmail.com 
 

Mary Blucker ................................ Ext. 3069 
Middle School Youth Minister 
jhministry@ascensioncatholic.net  
 

Ashley Breaux ............................... Ext. 3077 
Contemporary Music 
abreaux@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Monica Sutton .............................. Ext. 3076 
Volunteer Coordinator 
msutton@ascensioncatholic.net 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Friday - 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 PARISH OFFICE STAFF 
 

Teresa Romano ............................ Ext. 3050  
Receptionist 
tromano@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Maria Sittig ................................... Ext. 3072  
Secretary/Bulletin  
msittig@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Mary Russo ................................... Ext. 3078 
Business Manager/Bookkeeper 
mrusso@ascensioncatholicsch.org 
 

Anne Dorros ................................. Ext. 3074 
Assistant Bookkeeper  
adorros@ascensioncatholicsch.org  

 

Brian Carley 
Facilities Manager  
bcarley@ascensioncatholicsch.org 

mailto:jhministry@ascensioncatholic.net
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In proclaiming the Year of Mercy, Pope Francis envisions a non-
judgmental and non-condemning church. 
 

Writing from Vatican City, Joshua McElwee of National Catholic 
Reporter shares with us the following reflections on the upcoming 
Year of Mercy. 
 

     Officially proclaiming the upcoming jubilee year of mercy, 
Pope Francis has powerfully called on the entire Catholic church 
to refashion itself as a place not of judgment or condemnation but 
of pardon and merciful love. 
     Writing in an extensive document convoking the year, which 
will begin Dec. 8, the pontiff states that the churchôs "very credibil-
ity is seen in how she shows merciful and compassionate love." 
     "Perhaps we have long since forgotten how to show and live 
the way of mercy," writes Francis in the document, released Sat-
urday evening with the Latin title Misericordiae Vultus ("The Face 
of Mercy"). 
     "The temptation ... to focus exclusively on justice made us 
forget that this is only the first, albeit necessary and indispensable 
step," the pope continues. 
     "The time has come for the Church to take up the joyful call to 
mercy once more," he states. 
     "It is time to return to the basics and to bear the weaknesses 
and struggles of our brothers and sisters," writes the pontiff. 
"Mercy is the force that reawakens us to new life and instills in us 
the courage to look to the future with hope." 
     Francis also notes that Dec. 8 will mark the 50th anniversary 
of the closing of the Second Vatican Council and says: "The 
Church feels a great need to keep this event alive." 
     Francis' document, released Saturday during a prayer service 
at St. Peter's Basilica for the celebration of Divine Mercy Sunday, 
officially proclaims the extraordinary jubilee year the pontiff first 
announced last month. 
     The jubilee, which is to be called the Holy Year of Mercy, will 
begin on this year's Catholic feast of the Immaculate Conception. 
It will close on Nov. 20, 2016, the day celebrated that year as the 
feast of Christ the King. 
     Explaining his reasons for calling the mercy jubilee with the 
some 9,500-word document Saturday, the pontiff firmly identifies 
mercy as the central function of the church and the key aspect of 
Jesus' ministry and work. 

     Exhaustively citing from the teachings of previous popes and 
stories from the Old and New Testaments, Francis also says 
mercy is a key attribute of God's actions towards human beings 
and that our own exercise of pardon will determine how we will 
eventually be judged. 
     In one section, the pope quotes from Peter's question in Mat-
thew's Gospel about how many times it is necessary to forgive, 
where Jesus responds: "I do not say seven times, but seventy 
times seventy times." 
     "This parable contains a profound teaching for all of us," 
states Francis. "Jesus affirms that mercy is not only an action of 
the Father, it becomes a criterion for ascertaining who his true 
children are." 
     "In short, we are called to show mercy because mercy has 
first been shown to us," he continues. "Pardoning offenses be-
comes the clearest expression of merciful love, and for us Chris-
tians it is an imperative from which we cannot excuse ourselves." 
     Later in the document, the pope mentions that every holy year 
involves a process of pilgrimage for people -- whether it be in 
coming to Rome to celebrate the year or in personal prayer. 
     Then, quoting from Luke's Gospel, Francis outlines two steps 
everyone needs to make on their own pilgrimages. 
     "The Lord asks us above all not to judge and not to condemn," 
states the pontiff. "If anyone wishes to avoid Godôs judgment, he 
should not make himself the judge of his brother or sister." 
     "Human beings, whenever they judge, look no farther than the 
surface, whereas the Father looks into the very depths of the 
soul," writes Francis. 
     A jubilee year is a special year called by the church to receive 
blessing and pardon from God and remission of sins. The Catho-
lic church has called jubilee years every 25 or 50 years since the 
year 1300 and has also called special jubilee years from time to 
time, known as extraordinary jubilee years. 
     The pope begins Saturday's document by explaining the pro-
cess of the holy year, saying that on Dec. 8 he will be opening 
the special holy door of St. Peter's Basilica to mark the beginning 
of the jubilee. 
 

óDoor of Mercyô 
 

     Francis states that he hopes that with its opening, the door 
"will become a Door of Mercy through which anyone who enters 
will experience the love of God who consoles, pardons, and in-
stills hope." 
     To emphasize that the special year is just not for those able to 
come to Rome, the pontiff says he is going to ask every diocese 
to identify a similar "Door of Mercy" at a cathedral or other special 
church to be opened during the year. 
     "Every Particular Church, therefore, will be directly involved in 
living out this Holy Year as an extraordinary moment of grace and 
spiritual renewal," writes the pope. 
     Francis notes that the holy year will begin on the 50th anniver-
sary of the closing of the Second Vatican Council. 
     "With the Council, the Church entered a new phase of her 
history," writes Francis. "The Council Fathers strongly perceived, 
as a true breath of the Holy Spirit, a need to talk about God to 
men and women of their time in a more accessible way." 
 

 

The Year of Mercy begins  

December 8, 2015  
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     "The walls which too long had made the Church a kind of   
fortress were torn down and the time had come to proclaim the 
Gospel in a new way," he continues. "It was a new phase of the 
same evangelization that had existed from the beginning." 
     Among other special initiatives for the holy year, Francis also 
announces Saturday that during the 2016 season of Lent he will 
be asking some priests to serve as special "Missionaries of     
Mercy." 
     The pontiff says he will ask those priests to go around the 
world to hear confessions and that he will grant them "the authori-
ty to pardon even those sins reserved to the Holy See." 
     With that authority, the pope states, the priests will be "living 
signs of the Fatherôs readiness to welcome those in search of his 
pardon." 
     "I ask my brother Bishops to invite and welcome these Mission-
aries so that they can be, above all, persuasive preachers of   
mercy," writes Francis. 
     The pontiff also says he is giving the holy year a motto taken 
from Luke's Gospel: "Merciful like the Father." 
 

'Godôs justice is his mercy' 
 

     Francis spends about two pages in the document addressing 
the relationship between mercy and justice, which he says, "are 
not two contradictory realities, but two dimensions of a single reali-
ty that unfolds progressively until it culminates in the fullness of 
love." 
     Mentioning the Bible's frequent use of the image of God as a 
judge, Francis says that in many passages, "justice is understood 
as the full observance of the Law and the behavior of every good 
Israelite in conformity with Godôs commandments." 
     But he continues: "Such a vision ... has not infrequently led to 
legalism by distorting the original meaning of justice and obscuring 
its profound value." 
     "To overcome this legalistic perspective, we need to recall that 
in Sacred Scripture, justice is conceived essentially as the faithful 
abandonment of oneself to Godôs will," writes the pope. 
     Quoting Jesus' response to the Pharisees in Matthew's Gospel 
ðñGo and learn the meaning of óI desire mercy not sacrifice."ð 
Francis says, "Jesus is bent on revealing the great gift of mercy 
that searches out sinners and offers them pardon and salvation." 
     "One can see why, on the basis of such a liberating vision of 
mercy as a source of new life, Jesus was rejected by the Phari-
sees and the other teachers of the law," he continues. "In an   
attempt to remain faithful to the law, they merely placed burdens 
on the shoulders of others and undermined the Fatherôs mercy." 
     Meditating then on Paul's letter to the Philippians, Francis 
states that, "Paulôs understanding of justice changes radically. He 
now places faith first, not justice." 
     "Salvation comes not through the observance of the law, but 
through faith in Jesus Christ, who in his death and resurrection 
brings salvation together with a mercy that justifies," writes the 
pope. 
     "Godôs justice now becomes the liberating force for those   
oppressed by slavery to sin and its consequences," he continues. 
"Godôs justice is his mercy." 
     Continuing on that theme by exploring the words of the prophet 
Hosea, Francis states: "If God limited himself to only justice, he 

would cease to be God, and would instead be like human beings 
who ask merely that the law be respected." 
     "But mere justice is not enough," he writes. "Experience 
shows that an appeal to justice alone will result in its destruction. 
This is why God goes beyond justice with his mercy and         
forgiveness." 
 

Jesus:  'Nothing but love' 
 

     Earlier in the document, Francis focuses on Jesus' ministry 
during his earthly life as a sign of the centrality of mercy in the 
Christian faith. 
     Citing St. Thomas Aquinas, Francis says that "Godôs mercy, 
rather than a sign of weakness, is the mark of his omnipotence." 
     "The mercy of God is not an abstract idea, but a concrete   
reality through which he reveals his love as that of a father or a 
mother, moved to the very depths out of love for their child," 
states the pope. 
     "It is hardly an exaggeration to say that this is a 'visceral' love," 
he says. "It gushes forth from the depths naturally, full of tender-
ness and compassion, indulgence and mercy." 
     Francis mentions how the Gospel of Matthew's account of  
Jesus' passion states that before his death Jesus sang a hymn 
that may have been Psalm 136: "For his mercy endures forever." 
     "While he was instituting the Eucharist as an everlasting     
memorial of himself and his paschal sacrifice, he symbolically 
placed this supreme act of revelation in the light of his mercy," 
writes Francis. 
     "Within the very same context of mercy, Jesus entered upon 
his passion and death, conscious of the great mystery of love that 
he would consummate on the cross," he continues. 
     "Knowing that Jesus himself prayed this psalm makes it even 
more important for us as Christians, challenging us to take up the 
refrain in our daily lives by praying these words of praise: 'For his 
mercy endures forever.'" 
     Jesus' person, says Francis, "is nothing but love, a love given 
gratuitously." 
     "The relationships he forms with the people who approach him 
manifest something entirely unique and unrepeatable," states the 
pope. "The signs he works, especially in the face of sinners, the 
poor, the marginalized, the sick, and the suffering, are all meant 
to teach mercy.  Everything in him speaks of mercy." 
     "Nothing in him is devoid of compassion," he says. 
     Jesus, Francis says, also reveals God's nature "as that of a 
Father who never gives up until he has forgiven the wrong and 
overcome rejection with compassion and mercy." 
     Mentioning the fifth beatitudeð"Blessed are the merciful, for 
they shall obtain mercy"ðthe pope states that is the beatitude "to 
which we should particularly aspire in this Holy Year." 
     Speaking of how God acts with humans, the pope says, 
"mercy is a key word that indicates Godôs action towards us." 
     "The mercy of God is his loving concern for each one of us," 
writes Francis. "He feels responsible; that is, he desires our well-
being and he wants to see us happy, full of joy, and peaceful." 
     "This is the path which the merciful love of Christians must 
also travel," he continues. "As the Father loves, so do his       
children. Just as he is merciful, so we are called to be merciful to 
each other." 
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     Applying that attribute to the level of the church, Francis 
states:  "Mercy is the very foundation of the Churchôs life." 
     "All of her pastoral activity should be caught up in the tender-
ness she makes present to believers; nothing in her preaching 
and in her witness to the world can be lacking in mercy," writes 
the pope. 
 

'Opening our hearts' 
 

     The pontiff also asks that people live the Holy Year by 
"opening our hearts to those living on the outermost fringes of 
society:  fringes modern society itself creates." 
     "How many uncertain and painful situations there are in the 
world today!" exhorts Francis. "How many are the wounds borne 
by the flesh of those who have no voice because their cry is   
muffled and drowned out by the indifference of the rich!" 
     "Let us not fall into humiliating indifference or a monotonous 
routine that prevents us from discovering what is new!" he contin-
ues.  "Let us ward off destructive cynicism!ò 
     "Let us open our eyes and see the misery of the world, the 
wounds of our brothers and sisters who are denied their dignity, 
and let us recognize that we are compelled to heed their cry for 
help!" he exhorts, again. 
     Francis also says that is his "burning desire" that during the 
jubilee year people reflect on the corporal and spiritual works of 
mercy, Christian actions and practices attributed to Jesus'      
directive in Matthew's Gospel for how his followers should act. 
     "We cannot escape the Lordôs words to us, and they will serve 
as the criteria upon which we will be judged: whether we have fed 
the hungry and given drink to the thirsty, welcomed the stranger 
and clothed the naked, or spent time with the sick and those in 
prison," states Francis. 
 

Inter-religious dimension 
 

     Francis also refers the practice of the mercy jubilee to Juda-
ism and Islam, saying: "There is an aspect of mercy that goes 
beyond the confines of the Church." 
     The pope notes both that "the pages of the Old Testament are 
steeped in mercy" and that Muslims often refer to the creator as 
"Merciful and Kind." 
     "I trust that this Jubilee year celebrating the mercy of God will 
foster an encounter with these religions and with other noble  
religious traditions," states Francis. 
     "May it open us to even more fervent dialogue so that we 
might know and understand one another better; may it eliminate 
every form of closed-mindedness and disrespect, and drive out 
every form of violence and discrimination," he asks. 
 

Ways to live this Year of Mercy 
 

§ Act Merciful: the motto for this jubilee year is óMerciful like 
the Father.ô  Every time we show mercy, we become a little 
more like our merciful God. 

 

§ Refrain from judging and condemning.  That is Godôs job. 
Our job is to love. 

 

§ Practice the Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy, e.g., 
feeding the hungry, caring for the sick, welcoming the 
stranger. 

§ Be a missionary of mercy in your home, workplace and neigh-
borhood. 

 

 
Have a blessed week, 
 
 
 
 
 

tobin2@live.com 

Pope Francisô Prayer of Mercy 
 

Lord Jesus Christ,  

 you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father,  

 and have told us that whoever sees you sees Him.  

Show us your face and we will be saved.  

Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew 

 from being enslaved by money; 

 the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness 

 only in created things; 

 made Peter weep after his betrayal, 

 and assured Paradise to the repentant thief.  

Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, 

 the words that you spoke to the Samaritan woman: 

 "If you knew the gift of God!"  
 

You are the visible face of the invisible Father,  

 of the God who manifests his power above all 

 by forgiveness and mercy:  

Let the Church be your visible face in the world, 

  its Lord risen and glorified.  

You willed that your ministers would also be clothed 

 in weakness in order that they may feel compassion 

 for those in ignorance and error:  let everyone 

 who approaches them feel sought after, loved, and forgiven 

by God.  
 

Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us 

with its anointing, 

 so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace 

 from the Lord, 

 and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, 

 may bring good news to the poor, proclaim liberty to captives 

and the oppressed, and restore sight to the blind.  
 

We ask this through the intercession of Mary, Mother of 

Mercy, You who live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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Middle School  

Ministry  

For all 6th, 7th, & 8th graders, 
no matter where you attend school 

 

Dec 2,   Wednesday After School!  
  Every Wednesday, come to the Ministry Center 
  Rm 313 anytime 3-6 pm for faith, fun and food! 

 

Dec 10,  Thursday:  Matt Maher in Concert at Holy Name 
  

Dec 18,  Friday:  Advent campfire, dinner, and hayride         
 through the Christmas Lights at Wickham Park 

 

Check out www.ascensioncatholic.net/Middle  for news 
and forms.  We need updated forms for everyone.  

For more information, contact Mary Blucker at 254-1595  
ext. 3069 or  mblucker@ascensioncatholic.net.  

bŜȄǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΩǎ wŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ моΣ нлмр / 

 

 Third  Sunday of Advent  
 

½ŜǇƘŀƴƛŀƘ оΥмп-муΣ tǎŀƭƳ LǎŀƛŀƘ мнΥн-с 
tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛŀƴǎ пΥп-тΣ [ǳƪŜ оΥмл-му 

 

Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ǊŀŘƛŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǳǎΚ 

Sunday Action Nights  
after the 5:30pm Mass  

Youth Room 411 in Buescher Center 
 

Bible Study: Monday evenings, 7:00-8:30pm, 
youth room. . All high school teens are welcome to come, 
socialize with friends, learn and talk about our faith. 
 

For info regarding Youth Ministry, contact Mark Kniepmann 
at ascensioncatholicteens@gmail.com. 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH MINISTRY  

 

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE 

Wednesday, December 9 

4:00pm & 7:00pm 

CHRISTMAS 2015 SCHEDULE 
 

Tuesday, December 8 

Immaculate Conception 

Masses at 7:00am, 8:30am (school Mass) 7:00pm   
 

INDIVIDUAL CONFESSIONS 

Tuesday, Dec. 15, 1:00pm & 6:00pm 

Tuesday, Dec. 22, 6:00pm 
 

DECEMBER 24, CHRISTMAS EVE 

4:00pm ï CHURCH ï Childrenôs Mass 

4:00pm ï HALL 

6:30pm ï CHURCH 

9:00 pm ï CHURCH - Contemporary  

11:00pm PRELUDE   

MASS AT 11:30pm 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

 9:00am & 11:00am 
 

 NEW YEARôS EVE  

5:30pm 

 NEW YEARôS DAY   

9:00am  

During the 2015-2016 school year,     
Ascension will be undergoing a Third 
Year Progress Appraisal under the 
guidelines of the Florida Catholic Con-
ference. The faculty and staff are re-
viewing our current  mission  statement.   

We would like to share this mission statement with you as 
we go through the process of self-evaluation. 

 

Ascension Catholic School Mission Statement  
 

Ascension Catholic School is committed to            
maintaining a Catholic Community of companion 
on the journey toward academic excellence, global 
service and life-long learning. We live this out by 
showing respect to all people, by being responsible 
for our actions, by showing reverence, and by mak-
ing right choices. 

 

Christmas Church Decorations 
 

    Anyone wishing to donate for the Christmas 

decorations of the Church in memory of a loved one, 

please put your donation in the collection basket with 

your name and your loved oneõs nameñor mail it to the 

Church Office.  The usual donation is $25.00.  
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VOCATIONS CUP 
 

The Vocations Cup for December will go out at the 
Sunday 11:30am Mass. Rose Miller will be taking 
the Cup home this Sunday, December 6. 
 

If youôd like to sign up, please contact Jim Chatman  
at 321-223-8963 or jimchat@cfl.rr.com. 

Door -to -Door Ministry  
Seeking brief testimonials of people who quit going to 

Mass several years ago and now happy to return!  
 

You can help our Door-to-Door Ministry by sharing with 

us your experience as it applies to your faith journey. 
 

If you quit going to church for some years, share the   

reason why.  Next, tell us what moved you to return.  

Lastly, what has it been like to be back in church? 

 

Ascension Council of  

Catholic Women 
 

In lieu of our regular 2nd Tuesday 

meeting  for  December,  the ACCW 

will be enjoying a Christmas luncheon at Amiciôs 

Italian Restaurant in Suntree on Sunday, Decem-

ber 13, at 11:30am. Please contact Margaret at 

321-253-3015 or email NANA41838@aol.com for 

further information and required reservations.  
 

January 12, 2016 is our next meeting date. 
 

The ACCW meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month in the     
Parish Hall at 7:00pm.  All women of Ascension are     
cordially invited to join us. 
 

For more information, call Carolyn Paternoster,          
President, at 321-480-6926, or Connie Skipper, Member-
ship  Chairwoman, at 321-543-0599. 

 

Small Christian Community 

Annual Advent Dinner 

Sunday, December 13 
 

      5:30pm:  Recommitment Mass  

      6:30pm:  Pot Luck Supper in the Hall 
 

The parish will provide the ham and participants 

are asked to bring the following by last name ini-

tial: 

A-L vegetables, M-R salads, S-Z desserts 

Please RSVP to your SCC facilitator or call       

Margaret Connors at 321-752-6314 by December 9. 

Santa will be with us! Bring your gifts for foster 

children.  We will be taking our Parish directory  

photos. 

 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK 
AND HOMEBOUND 

 

     There will be Confession, Mass and Anointing of the Sick for                
homebound parishioners on Tuesday, Dec. 15, at Ascension 
Catholic Church.  Confession at 10:45am and Mass at 11:00am, 
followed by a luncheon in the Parish Hall. 
     To the MINISTERS to the Sick:  Please invite your home-
bound parishioners to this event. Your presence and assistance 
in the Mass and the luncheon will be much appreciated. RSVP 
by December 6 to Pat Apfelthaler at (321) 254-2865. 

 

Marriage Enrichment  
for Married Catholic Couples 
Second Friday of Every Month  

7:00-9:30pm, Ministry Bldg, Rm 313 
 

Topic on Friday, December 11, 2015:  

ñADVENT in our Livesò 
Waiting for what is to come! 

 

Our monthly Gatherings include social time, food, fun and games, 
and time to discuss matters of the heart and soul of a marriage 
within a group and, most importantly, time given for you and your 
spouse to chat about ñstuffò you may usually not set time aside to 
do.  Come when you can, as often as you like, and stay as long 
as you care to. 
 

Bring a snack or beverage to share if you would like, 
and come as you are.  

 

Looking Ahead 
 

January 8, 2016:   Friday Night Monthly Gathering 
 

February 6, 2016:  Marriage SPA:  Spiritual, Prac-

tical and Affirming Day Retreat for Married Couples  

Space is limited to 50 couples and childcare is  

FIRST COME FIRST SERVE. 

To reserve Parish-provided childcare—birth to 2nd grade 

and 3rd grade and up— and/or a spot for you and your 

spouse, RSVP to Katie and Jay Gander at  

katiegoose_2000@yahoo.com or 321-243-9285. 

RSVP for childcare must be done by September 8 to  

assure proper care for your child(ren). 
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{ƻŎƛŀƭ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ϧ CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ 

ROSARY-MAKING MINISTRY 
Rosary Ministry meets Sundays, 1:00-3:00 pm 

in Buescher Center, Room 413 
Next Meeting:  December 13, 2015                          

If interested in joining, call Michi Davis 
at 242-8092.  

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS: Canned Goods: soups & 
stews, canned meats (ham, chicken), tuna, vegetables 
(all varieties), tomatoes, fruits  Dry Goods:  beans (all 

kinds), rice, cereal, pasta/maca- 
roni, tomato sauce, mac & cheese, peanut butter, jelly, instant 
mashed potatoes, shelf sustainable milk, juice, tuna helper 
Baby items:  diapers, baby wipes 
Toiletries:  deodorant, sample size shampoo, soap, toothpaste.  
Travelers:  If you are a frequent traveler and stay in hotels, we 
would love those unused toiletries and coffee packets the hotels 
put in your room each day.   

ADORATION CHAPEL  
 

ñIt was not until 1973. when we began our daily Holy Hour that our communi-
ty started to grow and blossomò. Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
 

Vacations, illness, absent snowbirds and just life take a toll on the 
availability of adorers. If you can find an hour to commit to Jesus, 
consider the Adoration Chapel. Jesus wants you there and through 
the Holy Spirit is calling you! 

For information, please contact Sam Rodríquez at 321-795-9813 
or adoration.ascension@gmail.com. 

 

Sunday 1am, 2am,3am, 4am, 7am, 10am,12pm, 1pm, 
 8pm 
Monday  12am, 1am, 2 am, 3am, 1pm 
Tuesday 12am, 1am, 6pm, 8pm 
Wednesday    1am, 2am, 4am, 6pm, 11pm 
Thursday        12am, 1am, 3am, 10am, 1pm 
Friday  2am, 3am, 7am, 12pm 
Saturday          1am, 4pm, 5pm, 6pm, 7pm, 8pm 

Knights of Columbus Council #14573 
 

We meet every 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month in 
Ministry Building Room 312.  We pray the Rosary in Our Lady's 
Chapel at 6:30pm on the 3rd Thursday of the month. 

For more information, call Grand Knight Jim Voltaire 
at 557-1694, or Membership Director John Miller 

at 794-6620, or Jerry Grillo at 652-2266. 

YOUNG ADULT PROFESSIONALS 
Young Adult Prayer Group 

 

Meet us Wednesday nights in the Ministry Bldg, 
Room 307 at 7:00pm.  For more information, contact  

Annette Opbroek at  adopbroek@gmail.com 

MILITARY MINISTRY 

Seventy four years ago on Dec 7, the naval 
base in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, was attacked. Only 

through determination and God's will did America over-
come. Please remember Pearl Harbor and the impact the 
attack had on so many lives. 
Our country is so blessed to have men and women who will 
stand and defend its people and way of life. We must always 
remember that a high price is paid every day for our way of 
life. 

     A heartfelt 'Thank You' to all our veterans. 
 

Come join us.  Our next meeting is Monday, Dec. 7, 
at 7:00pm in Ministry Building, Room 300. 

The Ascension Knights of Columbus   
Monsignor Martin B. Power, Council 

#14573 is selling "Keep Christ in       
Christmas" magnets as a fundraiser. It 
is a great way to spread an important 
message   as  we   enter  the  Christmas 
season. The durable and attractive mag-

nets will last for years. They will be sold after the Sunday Mass-
es at $5 each and will also be available in the church office. 

For more information, please contact Rich Passarella 
at 321-431-0982 or rich@passarella.orgΦ 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
to benefit 

Ascension Catholic School Library 

 Sponsored by Girl Scout Troop 1978 
 

Saturday, Dec. 5, after the 4:30pm Mass  

Sunday, Dec. 6, after 11:30am & 5:30pm Mass  

Donations accepted 
 

This is a fundraiser for our bronze award project to 

raise money for the Ascension Catholic School  

Library to get new books requested by the students. 

Hurricane Helpers 
 

Once again, we are profoundly grateful 

that another hurricane season has passed 

without any impact on us. Still, we are also 

more than aware of those who have been impacted by 

inclement weather and we are more deeply prayerful 

that they are blessed with all they need to recover.  

     A big thank you to Marie Higbie and her Hurricane 

Helpers for being at the ready to assist our elderly and 

handicapped parishioners should there have been a 

need. 

mailto:adoration.ascension@gmail.com
mailto:adopbroek@gmail.com
mailto:rich@passarella.org
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GRIEF RECOVERY GROUP 
 

Monday,  December 14, 2015, 1:00 - 2:30 pm,  

Church Library.  For more information,  

contact Carol Gessler  at 779-7850. 

 

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER  (Prayer of the Heart) 

  ñBe still and know that  I am Godò (Ps 46:10)  
 

Ministry Bldg, Rm 304, every Tuesday at 7:00 pm  
We begin with 1/2 hour of  silence (method explained).   

For more info, contact Pam Lackie at 259-2431. 

 

Ladies Auxiliary - Knights of  Columbus #14573  
 

We invite all Ladies of the parish whose husbands are current 
or past members of the Knights of Columbus to please join  us 
for our monthly meetings held on the 3rd Thursday of the 
month at 7:00pm in Ministry Bldg, Rm 311.  Our mission is to 
support the men's Council #14573 Knights of Columbus. 

For membership, please contact Doreen Boudreau at 
bdoreen52@aol.com or Laurie Chatman at  lschat@cfl.rr.com. 

 

If you do not want your name, address and 

phone number in the new  

Parish Directory,  please call the church office 

and let us know before the  end of the year. 

(321) 254-1595 Ext 3050 

 

DAILY BREAD VOLUNTEERS 
 

About 250 homeless and needy folks eat each day at the Daily 
Bread, Melbourne's free downtown soup kitchen. Be a friend to 
them and serve at the Kitchen located at 815 Fee Avenue, just a 
block off U.S. 1. Let us know if you would like to help on any of 
the following days: 
 

Thursday, Dec. 10: Contact Stella Warnock at 
 321-757-9653 
 

Saturday, Dec. 12: Contact Rachel Benevente at 
rbenevente@yahoo.com or 

 (813) 735-0352 
 

Tuesday, Dec. 22: Contact Betsy or Bill Hampton at 
 321-254-0418 

New Church Sign on US1  
 

If you entered our church off US1, you would have noticed our new Ascension Catholic Church welcome 
sign.  

 

We would like to thank and acknowledge the following people and companies for their work on our new 
sign. 

 

¶ Paul Joyal of Joyal Construction 
 

¶ Don Luchetti Construction Company for the fill 
 

¶ John Kerr for his time and equipment to knock down and haul away the old sign 
 

¶ Kevin Downey for removal of brush and tree limbs 
 

¶ And of course, our own Maintenance Staff! 
 

¶ Don Luchetti and John Kerr have children who  attend Ascension Catholic School 

 

Pictured are our 

Maintenance Staff 
 

Anita Brady 

Ascension School 

Principal 
 

Mary Russo 

Ascension Church 

Business Manager 

mailto:bdoreen52@aol.com
mailto:lschat@cfl.rr.com
mailto:rbenevente@yahoo.com
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Richard & Mary DelGallego 73 years  December  6 

Ronald & Dyanne Bourque 55 years December  12 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

Mon. 7:30 am         †  John Ferry 

   †  Jennifer McComb 

December 8 Immaculate Conception of Mary 

Tues. 7:00 am À  Theresa Sciarappa 

   À  Renee Bailey 

 8:30 am À  Norma Finglas 

   À  Eulalia Bermudez 

 7:00 pm À  Placido J. Villari 

   À  Joseph Ryan 
 

Wed. 7:30 am †  Willia Frankenfield 

   †  Gorge Juan LaBoy 

Thurs.  7:30 am Special Intention Premature Babies 

Fri.  7:30 am          †  Bob VanDyck 

   †  William C. Waugh 

Sat. 9:00 am         Special Intention- Charles Funk  

      and unborn souls  

 4:30 pm †  Jane Thomas Dietrich 

   †  Shirley Losi 

Sun. 7:30 am †  Karen LeFlower 

   †  James Shutt 

 9:30 am †  Helen Sharpe 

   †  Connie Chirico 

          11:30 am †  Lawrence Vasile 

   †  Lorraine Mattucci 

  5:30 pm People of the Parish 
 

 

Flowers on the altar in celebration of  

Rick & Mary DelGallegoôs 

73rd Wedding Anniversary 
 

   
 

SERVERSô SCHEDULE ï  December 12/13, 2015  
 

Sat   4:30 pm: Dominik & Emilio Quiroz 

        Owen Wells 

Sun  7:30 am: Jack & Liam Hachmeister 

        Daniel Erb   

Sun  9:30 am:   Coleman Anderson, Carson Chavez 

        Jimmy Corcione     

Sun 11:30 am: Quinlan McMenamy, Amanda Olson 

        Elisa Perez-Mena 

Sun  5:30 pm: Abriella & Pierson Mauldin 

        Gabriella McDermott 

Week beginning Monday, December 7, 2015 

and ending Sunday, December 13, 2015 

Wedding Anniversaries  

Michael Stitzel, David Humes, Ava Sophia, 

CVS, LKM Barone, Flo McCaffrey, Daniel 

Walsh, Greg Grasso, Gerald Cardile, Harry 

Wright, Fred Barlow, Betty Elko, Madeline 

Maiello, Magda/Claire Grasso, Lydia Vazquez, 

Mia Moore, Grace Carlin, Brian Robinson, John Toppa, Nancy 

Costello, Denise Buckley Mayhew, Catherine Reid, Chuck Heg-

land, Kenneth Pearsall, Walker Alldredge, John Doyle, Caridad 

Mederos, Carmelia Navarretta, Peggy McKelvey, Donna & Susan 

Baker, Mary Moore, Baby Ethan, Helen Burzese, Mike Bobitka, 

Michelle Tocci, Marie Passarella, Cathi Hurd, Jim Eisenmann, 

Gary Tam, Fran Kammerdener, Al Odorizzi, Connie Fears, Or-

lando Sanchez, Shirley Peck, Joe Sarino, Bill Sears, Justin Miller, 

Lynette Carney, Rita Chabot, Patricia Shemp Robinson, Cliff 

Farides, Ted Stoner, Jeanne Danenza, Anthony Tynes, Louise & 

Ira Adams, Betsy Coradine, Gwen Myers, Leticia Ortiz, Elizabeth 

Johnson, Tom Falcone, Gerri Peek, Katherine Fidermutz, Sarah 

Martinez, Els Hinderdael, Klinedale Baker, Rita Stanley, Deacon 

Joseph Richiuso, Joe Tekerman, Dottie Masucci, Frank Jindrak, 

Jean Milmark, Teresa Tyson, Barbara Mathey, Frances Collins, 

Rose Struzynski, Midge Sauer, Helen Miller 
 

 Please pray for those in the nursing homes. 
 

Pray for our Armed Forces Personnel overseas 
 

 Dan Murray, Steve Cabsky, Joseph Marci, Amanda Outly,   Josh-

ua Outly, Bryan Outly, Jesse Outly, Jason Brown, Andrew Graz-

ing, Heather Schmitt, Paul Wells, Anthony Torres, Craig Static, 

Jason Melbourne, Sherwin Separa, Jesse Catellier, Joseph 

McDuffie, Samuel Luke, Michael Walsh, Robert Crowl, Bryan 

Calenda,  David Barlow, Dylan Traver, Brian Fleming, Wesley 

Henry, Marty Martinez, Jonathan Martinez, Bryan Satterwhite, 

Capt. Kyle McDermott, John Kinsora, Nicholas Owens, Nick 

Dorros, Josh Grier, Robert Grover, Rory O’Connor, Shane 

O’Connor, Alex Ritner, Kyle Mimbs, Kristin Agresta, Edwin 

Cuebas, Troy Schaber, Andrew Nemethy 

{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōȅ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ  

¸ŀƴƪŜŜ /ŀƴŘƭŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜΦ  Wǳǎǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ  

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦȅŀƴƪŜŜŎŀƴŘƭŜŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎΦŎƻƳκǎǘƻǊŜΦƘǘƳ 

ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ !ǎŎŜƴǎƛƻƴ DǊƻǳǇ І ффллмлпртΦ 

Cƭŀǘ ǊŀǘŜ ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ƻŦ ϷрΦффτƻǊ ŦǊŜŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǎǇŜƴŘ Ϸмлл 

ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜΦ  !ƭƭ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ 

ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ς ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎΗ 

Thank You 
Many thanks to all of you for the many prayers, cards 

and well wishes during my recent operation and         

recuperation. I sincerely appreciated the many thoughts 

sent my way. 

God bless,  

Bettina Mondo 

https://www.yankeecandlefundraising.com/store.htm
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MCC  ANNUAL CAREER DAY 
 

     Volunteers are being sought who would enjoy speaking about 
their career/profession to students at Melbourne Central Catholic. 
The annual career day is scheduled for Friday, January 29, 2016, 
from 8:30am to 12:00pm. 
     This is the day when alumni and friends speak to the     stu-
dents about career choices. We are always in need of   enthusi-
astic professionals to share with our students the    intricacies of 
their occupation. To participate or request further information, 
please contact John Kaier at jkaier1956@gmail.com with your 
name,  profession, and contact information, or call (720) 233-
8739. 

The Brevard Association for the     

Advancement of the Blind, located at 

674 S. Patrick Dr. in Satellite Beach, 

will offer its Program for Independent 

Living   for   adults  with   low   vision,  

beginning on Friday, Jan 22, 2016. The classes run for seven 

weeks, on Fridays only, from 9:00am to 2:15pm. We teach 

skills needed for people with low vision to remain in their 

homes without having to hire outside help. 
 

To register or for more information, contact Program Director 

Sulli Schultz at (321) 773-7222.  

Help us Pack  
40,000 Meals! 

 
 

Join fellow parishioners to package meals to 
ship to Burkina Faso in Africa. In addition to 
feeding people, our event will assist educa-
tion in life/work skills to help the recipients 
become financially independent.  

 

3 Shifts of 100 people each  
 

Shift 1 from 11:00am to 1:00pm  

Shift 2 from 1:00pm to 3:00pm or  

Shift 3 from 3:00pm to 5:00pm  
 

You can register at http://crs.donordrive.com/event/ascension2016/. 
  

Please call or email questions to Betsy Glasenapp or Mary Blucker 
Betsy at 254-1595 x 3030ð dre@ascensioncatholicsch.org  
Mary at 254-1595 x 3069ðmblucker@ascensioncatholic.net  

 Catholic Days at the Capitol, February 16-17, 2016 
provides the opportunity to put your faith into action and effect positive change in 

Florida's laws. Help strengthen the presence of Catholic values in the public square 

by joining with Floridians from across the state  to  advocate for laws that protect and 

defend  human  life  and dignity.  Your  participation in this event  can give  a voice to some of the most vulnerable and marginalized 

populations in our state and help promote the common good for all of Florida's residents.  
 

Catholic Days activities include:  a legislative briefing on policy issues affecting human life and dignity;  pre-scheduled meetings with   

lawmakers;  a luncheon for Catholic Days participants, Florida's bishops and legislators;  group photos of each diocesan delegation 

with their bishop;  tours of the current and historic capitol buildings;  41st Annual Red Mass of the Holy Spirit celebrated by the bishops 

of  Florida to pray for those working in the legislative, judicial and executive branches of government. 
 

Registration forms are available on the FCCB website at www.flaccb.org/cdac.  Pre-Registration is required.  

For questions, contact Georgette Hoppenbrouwer at 321 537-9576 or ghoppenbrouwer@cfl.rr.com. 

Make the trip.  Make a Difference. 

mailto:jkaier1956@gmail.com
http://crs.donordrive.com/event/ascension2016/
mailto:ghoppenbrouwer@cfl.rr.com

