
26th Sunday Year A (September 27, 2020) 

Our Yes & No to God and Others 

 
Opening prayer together:  God of mercy, lead us on your path of goodness.  Enlighten our minds so that 

we may come to know your truth and guide our footsteps in the way of righteousness.  Be with us as we 

gather to break open your holy Word.  This we pray through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Father: Every day we frequently use two words ‘Yes’ and ‘No’. Not only that, but sometimes we may 

change our minds – we may change our initial ‘Yes’, into a ‘No’ and change an initial ‘No’ into a ‘Yes’. 
 

As we listen to this Sunday’s Gospel, we will notice two sons change their minds when it comes to ‘yes’ 

and ‘no’. There is a part of us in both sons which means we can learn from both of them. So let’s listen. 
 

Children Read the Gospel: 

 

Reader 1: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 21: 28 - 32: 

Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people:  

"What is your opinion? 

A man had two sons. 

He came to the first and said, 

'Son, go out and work in the vineyard today.' 

 

Reader 2: He said in reply, 'I will not, ' 

but afterwards changed his mind and went. 

 

Reader 1: The man came to the other son and gave the same order.  

 

Reader 3: He said in reply, 'Yes, sir, ‘but did not go.  

 

Reader 1: Which of the two did his father's will?" 

 

Readers 2 and 3: They answered, "The first." 

 

Reader 1: Jesus said to them, "Amen, I say to you, 

tax collectors and prostitutes 

are entering the kingdom of God before you. 

When John came to you in the way of righteousness, 

you did not believe him; 

but tax collectors and prostitutes did. 

Yet even when you saw that, 

you did not later change your minds and believe him.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
 



Father: Comments/Conversation 
 

The first son said ‘No’ to his father who asked him to go out into the vineyard and work. He symbolizes 

the Gentiles and all non-believers and lukewarm Catholics and Christians who for a time said ‘No’ to Jesus 

or only said a lukewarm ‘Yes’. But then they allow God’s grace to touch their lives and now a former ‘No’ 

to God is changed to a ‘Yes’ to God. 
 

For some the change may be sudden like St. Paul’s conversion on the road to Damascus. Sometimes people 

who are away from church suddenly decide to return to God and church. For others the process is gradual. 
 

Questions: 
 

What might keep us from saying ‘yes’ to any request someone might make to us be it a sibling, a parent, a 

teacher or a co-worker? 
 

Possible Answer: We have stuff to do or we do not want to be bothered. Can you think of any other reason? 
 

What might keep us from saying ‘Yes’ to Jesus and his Word? 
 

Possible Answer: Maybe we are afraid of what Jesus and his Word might ask of us. Maybe none of my 

friends are ‘into Jesus’. What are other possible reasons? 
 

What might cause us to change our minds and switch an earlier ‘No’ into a ‘Yes’?  

 

What might cause people to change their minds about Jesus and change an earlier ‘No’ to Jesus and his 

ways into a ‘Yes’ to Jesus and his ways?  
 

The second son represents all who said ‘Yes’ to God at an earlier time in their lives and now are saying 

‘No’ to Jesus. In the Gospel this son represents the religious leaders who were saying ‘Yes’ to God by 

following the laws of Moses but are now saying ‘No’ to Jesus. Despite his many miracles and teaching, 

they did not want to believe Jesus was from God. 
 

Question: 
 

What can cause us to change an earlier ‘Yes’ to a “No’? We might tell someone we will help them with 

something and then change our mind. Why might we do this? 
 

Possible Answer: Maybe we realize that our ‘Yes’ is going to cost us something, going to demand a 

sacrifice that we are not willing to pay. What might be another reason why we would change our minds 

from an initial ‘Yes’ to a ‘No’? 
 

What might cause people who at one time followed Jesus and his ways and then suddenly or slowly started 

to say ‘’No’ to Jesus? 
 

At the beginning, I said that there is a part of us in both sons; can you see why I said that? 
 

Answer: Sometimes we promise to do something and then don’t do it and vice versa. Sometimes we may 

say ‘Yes’ to Jesus and his teaching and sometimes we may say ‘No’.  
 



As we know the Christian life is all about saying a consistent ‘Yes’ to Jesus. But being human we sometimes 

will say ‘No’. Then we can tell Jesus we are sorry by saying an Act of Contrition or by going to the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
 

How can we act on this Sunday’s Gospel? 
 

St. James in his letter tells us to be ‘doers of the Word’ and not just ‘hearers’. Ideally, each Sunday, we go 

away with some concrete sense of how we can act on God’s Word, on how we can put it into our lives. 
 

Question: As you look at this Sunday’s Gospel, what might be one way we can act on it, put it into practice? 
 

Possible answer:  
 

• We can be more aware of the ‘Yes’ and ‘No’s’ in our lives, aware of how often we may promise to 

do something and change our minds to a ‘No’. 
 

• Also, we can be more aware of how our ‘Yes’ to others can be also a ‘Yes’ to Jesus. 
 

• We can make a stronger ‘Yes’ to Jesus by being faithful to prayer, loving others. 
 

Can you think of any other ways we can act on this Sunday’s Gospel? 

 

Closing Prayer Together: Our Father… 


