
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time A 
 

Introduction: 

Banquets are very special events. Be it a wedding celebration, a special birthday, Thanksgiving 

dinner or Christmas dinner. People are invited and they have the option to come or not to come. 

Those who do not come may have a good excuse like a prior engagement or no excuse. They 

may just not want to go. A couple of other remarks before we read the Gospel. 

 

 Banquets are often used in the Bible as an image of Heaven. 

 Banquets are a place where people share delicious food and conversation. 

 Sometimes when we talk about the Eucharist, we talk about it as a banquet that Jesus 

invites us, to which we can say ‘yes’ or ‘no’. 

 

Question: Can you remember a special banquet or celebration that you may have attended? If 

so, what made it special? 

 

Children Read the Gospel: Matthew 22: 1-14 

READER 1:  A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus again in reply spoke to the chief priests and elders of the people  

in parables, saying,  

"The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king 

who gave a wedding feast for his son.  

He dispatched his servants 

to summon the invited guests to the feast, 

but they refused to come. 

READER 2:  
A second time he sent other servants, saying, 

‘Tell those invited: “Behold, I have prepared my banquet, 

my calves and fattened cattle are killed, 

and everything is ready; come to the feast.”’ 

Some ignored the invitation and went away, 

one to his farm, another to his business.  

The rest laid hold of his servants, 

mistreated them, and killed them.   

READER 3: 

The king was enraged and sent his troops, 

destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.  

Then he said to his servants, 'The feast is ready, 

but those who were invited were not worthy to come.  

Go out, therefore, into the main roads 

and invite to the feast whomever you find.’ 



 

READER 4:  
The servants went out into the streets 

and gathered all they found, bad and good alike, 

and the hall was filled with guests.  

But when the king came in to meet the guests, 

he saw a man there not dressed in a wedding garment.  

The king said to him, 'My friend, how is it 

that you came in here without a wedding garment?' 

 

READER 5:  

But he was reduced to silence. 

Then the king said to his attendants, 'Bind his hands and feet,  

and cast him into the darkness outside, 

where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.’ 

Many are invited, but few are chosen." 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Question: Who do you think the king symbolizes?  

Answer: God. So God is inviting people to come and dine with him. How special is that? We 

might think all those invited would be glad to go. 

 

Question: But were all those invited glad to go? 

 

Answer: No, they were not.  

We can wonder why some people turned down the king’s offer or ask why might people say 

‘No’ to our invitation to come to a Birthday party? 

 

Possible Answers:  

 Maybe they had a prior engagement 

 Maybe they don’t like the people who might be going. 

 Maybe they didn’t want to be bothered dressing up. 

 

Can you think of any other excuses or reasons why people did not want to go to the king’s 

banquet or why the people may not go to your Birthday party? 

 

Invitation into a relationship with God. 

 

In the Bible, an invitation to a banquet is an invitation into a relationship with God or Jesus. 

 



Question: Why might people not want to accept an invitation into a relationship with God or 

Jesus? 

 

Possible Answers: 

 They might wonder what the relationship may cost them, meaning how would they have 

to change their lives. 

 Maybe they might feel they are already very busy and do not have time for another 

relationship. 

Can you think of any other reasons why you may not want to be in a relationship with God? 

 

In the Gospel, some of the people who are invited then abuse and kill the king’s servants who 

invited them and the king is portrayed as being “enraged and sent his troops, destroyed those 

murderers, and burned their city.”  

 

Scripture scholars tell us that this refers to the Roman emperor’s destruction of Jerusalem in 

70 AD and Matthew may have interpreted that event as God’s punishment for rejecting and 

killing Jesus. But we know that that doesn’t square with Jesus’ love for all people Jew and 

Gentile alike so it’s more a reflection of what Matthew thought than what Jesus would have 

taught. 

 

Question: What might be some good reasons to say ‘yes’ to God or Jesus’ invitation to have 

a close relationship with him? 

 

Possible Answers:  

 God is our Creator, Jesus is our Savior. We hope to live with them forever. It might be 

good to be friends with them while on earth. 

 Having a relationship with God and Jesus can be a big help in difficult times.  

 Can you think of other reasons it might be good to have a relationship with God and 

Jesus? 

 

I said earlier, the invitation to come to Mass every Sunday is like an invitation to come to a 

banquet with Jesus. 

 

Question: Why might people reject Jesus’s invitation to come to the Eucharist and receive 

Jesus into our souls? 

 

Possible Answers: 

 People may feel that they are too busy with other things. 

 People may feel the Mass is boring. 

 



Can you think of any other reason? 

 

While lots of people did reject the invitation to the banquet, some came, unlikely ones like the 

homeless. They symbolize the Gentiles – unbelievers.  

But, there’s another troubling image; the king calls a man his friend, then asks why he wasn’t 

wearing a wedding garment? When the man doesn’t respond, the king has him cast outside.  

 

Question: Why do you think that is? 

 

Possible Answers: 

 If the man truly was a friend, he would have taken the time and effort to dress – prepare 

himself – appropriately to respond to the honor of being invited.  

 His failure to respond was not the behavior of a friend – a friend would have explained 

all the reasons because he wouldn’t want to hurt the king. 

This underlines the importance of not only saying Yes to Christ but also living according to 

his values. We must “clothe ourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness and 

patience” (COL. 3: 12) 

 

Practicing the Gospel 

 

Practicing this Gospel involves being attentive to God’s call and responding to it. Your being 

here today, your preparing for Mass on Sunday by reflecting on the Gospel is a good example 

of your being not just invited, but chosen for God’s kingdom.  

 

Question: How might God call us today? And to what might he call us? 

 

Possible Answers: 

 

 In our thoughts, and prayers we may feel God calling us to reach out to someone in need. 

 In a homily at church, something may strike us. 

 We may read a story in the Bible. 

 

How else may God call us and to what may he call us to do? 

 

Closing Prayers 

 

For what and for whom might we want to pray for? 

 

Our Father 


