
November 1 All Saints Day – The Beatitudes 
 

Opening Prayer:  
Holy God, we praise you today for setting before us the witness of so many holy men and women who have 

gone before us in faith, and who have modeled for us the ways of Jesus. As we break open your Word, may 

your Holy Spirit be with us to guide us in our sharing. This we pray through Christ our Lord, Amen.  

 

Introduction: 
 

Scripture scholars tell us that the Beatitudes are at the heart and center of Jesus’ teaching. One author calls the 

Beatitudes the badges of a disciple of Jesus. Let us now read the Beatitudes and then we will spend time talking 

about some of them. The word Beatitude means Blessing. We are blessed greatly when we live the 8 

Beatitudes. 

 

Reader 1: A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, 

and after he had sat down, his disciples came to him.  

He began to teach them, saying: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. 

Reader 2: 

Blessed are they who mourn, 

for they will be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, 

for they will inherit the land. 

Reader 3: 

Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  

for they will be satisfied. 

Blessed are the merciful, 

for they will be shown mercy. 

Reader 4: 

Blessed are the clean of heart, 

for they will see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, 

for they will be called children of God. 

Reader 5: 

Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,  

for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you 

and utter every kind of evil against you falsely because of me. 

Rejoice and be glad, 

for your reward will be great in heaven.” 

 

The Word of the Lord.  

  

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.  

 



 

Comments on the Eight Beatitudes 
 

First Beatitude: Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.  

     Blessed are those who know their need for God for they are already a part of God’s kingdom (where God 

reigns over hearts). 
 

Question: Many good people do not seem to have a need for God. Why do you think this is? 
 

Possible Answers:  
 

 Perhaps some people may think they are dealing with life pretty good without God. 

 In their up-bringing they were never helped to see how God could be a big help as they deal with life.  

 Any other ideas on this question? 

 

Second Beatitude: Blessed are those who mourn, they shall be comforted. 

     Blessed are those who are moved to tears because of the injustices they see around them. Blessed are those 

who are able to grieve life’s losses for they will be comforted. 

 

Third Beatitude: Blessed are the meek, they will inherit the land. 

     Blessed are they who have a gentle (not weak) spirit, they will be greatly blessed. 

 

Fourth Beatitude: Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be satisfied. 

     Blessed are they who fight for justice, they will be glad they did. 

 

Fifth Beatitude: Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 

     The Fifth Beatitude says: Blessed are the merciful. 
 

Question: When is it easy and when is it hard to show mercy? 
 

Easy: Possible Answers 
 

 When someone sincerely apologizes 

 When the offense was not big. 

 What else?  
 

Hard: Possible Answers 
 

 When the offender has hurt you several times. 

 When it is a big betrayal of some confidence 

 What else? 

All of us receive God’s mercy when we ask for it. God expects us to show mercy and love (our Parish Magnet) 

to others. One way to be sure we will receive God’s mercy is by showing God’s mercy to others. 
 

Sixth Beatitude: Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see God. 

     The clean of heart are people of integrity, a person who is honest and consistent in his/her dealings with 

others. Such people ‘will see God’ i.e. will be united in spirit with God. 

 

 

 



Seventh Beatitude: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

     The Seventh Beatitude speaks about the blessing of being a peacemaker. 
 

     Peacemakers are not just those who live peacefully with others, they are also those who work to bring about 

peace between people who are not getting along with each other.  
 

Question: Would you generally say you are a peacemaker? If yes, why would you say that? 
 

Question: What opportunities do you have in your family or school or elsewhere to be a peacemaker? 
 

[Notice you were not given any suggestions for an answer because we feel you can come up with answers.] 

 

Eighth Beatitude: Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of evil 

against you falsely because of me. 

     The eighth and final Beatitude speaks about being persecuted for doing right. 
 

     Sometimes when we stand up for what is right, fair and just, we may be persecuted, and laughed at. The 

early Christians were often thrown in prison for preaching the good news. 
 

Question: When might we get push back or even be treated badly for doing right? 
 

Possible Answers 
 

 You are in a group situation and no one seems to notice someone is being bullied and when you stand 

up for the person, you may suddenly become the target of their negativity 

 Any other examples? 
 

Question: This is All Saints Day weekend when we thank God for all the holy men and women we know or 

do not know. What are some characteristics of a holy person? 
 

Possible Answers 
 

 A person who is very loving to everyone 

 A person who prays a lot. 

 A person who shows a lot of compassion to those in need 

 What else? 
 

Question: Who is the holiest person you know? 
 

Prayer: For what and for whom shall we pray for? 
 

This is an opportunity for you to name people and things we can pray for. 
 

Conclude with the Our Father. 
 


