
Our Sense of Fairness - Clashing with God’s Generosity 
 

Opening Prayer: Let us pray it together 
 

 Heavenly Father we gather together  
to listen to your holy word. 

 May your Holy Spirit help us to see  
and hear what message you  
want us to see and hear. 
This we pray through Jesus your Son. Amen  

 
Father Eamon: In our first reading, God says that his thoughts are not our thoughts and neither are his 
ways. 
 

So a big challenge for us as followers of Jesus is getting on the same wavelength as God, to think and act 
like God, to look at a situation and wonder how does God see this situation. As we will see in the Gospel 
this is not always easy to see. 
 

The Children will Read the Gospel - attached 
 

Father Eamon will facilitate discussion 
Fairness is important for all of us for children and for us adults. None of us likes to be treated unfairly. 
 

As we reflect on the Gospel how does it seem to be unfair?       
 

Answer: What occurred seems unfair because the people who went out last got paid first and received the 
same wage as those who went out first. 
 

As we look at the story more closely is the landowner being unfair? 
 

Answer: The landowner is not being unfair because he paid the early workers the usual wage. We might 
say ‘the agreed upon wage’. 
 

The lesson of the parable is not about fairness but about the generosity of the landowner. 
 

Question: How does the parable teach the lesson of generosity? 
 

Response: By paying those who worked lesser hours the same wage as those who worked many hours.  
 

Challenge for the early workers: Rather than focusing on their wage, they are challenged to get the focus 
off themselves and look to the generosity of the landowner. If they can do so, they will be seeing as God 
sees. 
 
Lesson 
 

As you may know, Jesus told parables as a way to teach a lesson. 
 

In the parables, the different characters stand for someone. 
 

Who do you think the landowner represents in the story? (God) 
 



Who do you think the first workers, early morning workers represent? The Pharisees and all those who see 
themselves as being faithful to God all their lives. 
 

Who do you think the late workers represent? The Gentiles (non-believers) and sinners who come to believe 
in Jesus later in life. Remember the good thief on the cross, he had what is called a death-bed conversion. 
And yet he received the same wage (Heaven) as those who had been working all day, that is, faithful to God 
all their lives. 
 

Question: Might some people think that is unfair? What about us? How do we honestly feel about ‘death-
bed conversions’ who ‘steal heaven’? 
 
So the parable is about God’s generosity towards all who turn to him later in life. 
 
God’s generosity: Our call is to grow in generosity. So the question is what are some ways that each of 
you can grow more like our good and generous God? 
 
Some examples:  

• After doing our chores, we can ask a sibling or parent can I help you with something.  
• We may take some of our allowance money (if we have some) and share it with a needy person. 
• We can ask ourselves, what can we do as a family to be more generous? 
• Parents can also think of ways that they can go the extra mile in giving their time and attention to 

one of their children or to each other. 
 
At this time pause and think how you can be more generous therefore more like Jesus. 
 
We end with spontaneous prayer 
 
I usually say. 
 
For what and for whom do you want us to pray. We can pray for things going on in the world, in school 
and or in our family.  
 
For example: 
 
Lord, I pray for . . .  
Jesus, I thank you . .. 
 
Closing Prayer Together – the Our Father   
 
Final Blessing 
 
 


