
33rd Sunday – Developing and Using our Talents to Bless Others 
 

Opening Prayer: 

Loving God, in your Word today, you call us to be wise and industrious stewards of all that 

you have placed in our care. Help us to develop and utilize all that you have given us to bless 

the community we belong to. Breathe your Spirit upon us as we gather to share life in your 

Word. This we pray through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Introduction: 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus speaks to us about developing the talents he has given us. 

Let us now listen to the Gospel. 

 

Reader 1: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 25: 14 – 30 

Jesus told his disciples this parable: 

"A man going on a journey 

called in his servants and entrusted his possessions to them. 

To one he gave five talents; to another, two; to a third, one-- 

to each according to his ability.  

Then he went away. 

Immediately the one who received five talents went and traded with them,  

and made another five. 

Likewise, the one who received two made another two.  

But the man who received one went off and dug a hole in the ground 

and buried his master's money. 

Reader 2:  

"After a long time 

the master of those servants came back 

and settled accounts with them. 

The one who had received five talents came forward 

bringing the additional five.  

He said, 'Master, you gave me five talents.  

See, I have made five more.’ 

His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant.   

Since you were faithful in small matters, 

I will give you great responsibilities.  

Come, share your master's joy.’ 

Then the one who had received two talents also came forward and said, 

'Master, you gave me two talents.  

See, I have made two more.' 

His master said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant.   

Since you were faithful in small matters, 

I will give you great responsibilities. 

Come, share your master's joy.’ 



Then the one who had received the one talent came forward and said,  

'Master, I knew you were a demanding person, 

harvesting where you did not plant 

and gathering where you did not scatter; 

so out of fear I went off and buried your talent in the ground.  

Here it is back.' 

 

Reader 1:  
His master said to him in reply, 'You wicked, lazy servant! 

So you knew that I harvest where I did not plant 

and gather where I did not scatter?  

Should you not then have put my money in the bank 

so that I could have got it back with interest on my return?  

Now then! Take the talent from him and give it to the one with ten.  

For to everyone who has, 

more will be given and he will grow rich; 

but from the one who has not, 

even what he has will be taken away. 

And throw this useless servant into the darkness outside, 

where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.'" 

The Word of the Lord. 

ALL: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

As we know, God has given all of us some gifts and talents. In our church, we talk about three 

general types of gifts, time, talent and treasure. 

 

Time  

There are 24 hours in a day. We may spend 7 or 8 hours in bed. As school children you will 

spend several hours doing school work. Parents spend time with their jobs and caring for you. 

If home schooling, then mom spends a lot of time teaching her children. 

As you know, we can use our time well or misuse our time. So let us talk about good use of 

our time. What are some examples of how you can use your time in a way that would please 

God. Can you give me some examples? 

 

Possible Answers:  

 Do the best job you can to be attentive during school hours 

 When doing school homework, be attentive to what you are studying  

 

Can you think of any other examples of how you can make good use of your time? 

 

Bad use of time 

 Looking at too much T.V. or video games. 

Can you think of any other examples of bad use of your time? 



 

Talents 

Can you name some talents you have? Also, include personality traits. 

Possible Answers 

 You may have a talent for music or some sport 

 An example of a personality trait might be a willingness to include others in what you 

are doing. You may be kind or funny. 

How can you use your talents in such a way that your talent is a blessing to others? 

 

Possible Answer 

If you have a musical talent, you can share it with others. If you tend to be outgoing and 

friendly, you might choose to spend time with someone your age who does not have friends. 

You could call someone who is going through a tough time. 

Any other examples of how to use your talents or positive personality traits in a way that blesses 

others. 

Treasure  

While you may not have much money, you may occasionally have money that you can use in 

good or not so good ways. 

What would be good ways to use money? 

 

Possible Answer 

 Giving some money to a good cause. 

 Anything else? 

 

What might be a bad or not so good way to use money? 

 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus does remind us that when God blesses us with gifts, he does expect 

us to use them well, ideally in a way that blesses others. 

 

When we develop our Talents and use our Time and Treasure to bless others, we are being 

good stewards (or minders) of God’s blessings. 

 

Prayer 

For what and/or for whom do we need to pray for? 

 

Our Father 

 


