
17 
 

THE SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST THE KING 
November 26, 2017 A 

 
Opening prayer:  Jesus, our good Shepherd and King, rescue us from the power of sin and heal our wounds. 
Instruct us in your ways and guide us as we journey in faith and love.  Let your coming at the end of time be an 
occasion of rejoicing for each of us as we strive to live out your Great Commandment of Love.  Amen. 

Sharing life: Name three things that you are very grateful for this Thanksgiving. 

Facilitator reads focus statement:  On this last Sunday of the Liturgical Year, the Church celebrates the Kingship 
of Christ. This year (Cycle A), Christ is presented as a King unlike any other. In the first reading, God is the 
Shepherd and Provider of his people. In the Gospel, Christ is presented as the Judge who will evaluate all human 
conduct in the context of compassion for others. In the second reading, Paul states that one day all things will be 
brought to completion in Christ. At the end of time, Christ will triumph over all evil, the last evil being death itself. 

If you have not read the commentary prior to the meeting, consider doing so either before or after each reading. 

 
FIRST READING: Ezechiel 34:11-12, 15-17 
 
The leaders of Israel (34:1-10) are reproached for 
living off the sheep without responding to their 
needs. They provide no care for those who remain 
close, and leave those who stray to their own 
resources. With their people in great danger, the 
religious leaders provide for themselves even when 
many people are lost. There is no noticeable 
difference in their leaders’ care for their flock. Now 
God himself will assume the role of shepherd. He 
will bring back the exiled and go after the lost, the 
wounded, and the sick. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 23 
 
This psalm uses the imagery of the Good Shepherd to 
describe God’s care for his people. 
 
SECOND READING:  1Corinthians 15:20-26, 28 
 
Paul says that when the carpet is rolled up on time 
itself, this is how it is going to go. First, the 
faithful—dead and living—will be lifted up.  Then, 
every power on earth will be smashed to bits, and all 
will be subdued under Christ, including death. 
Finally, Christ will surrender to God, and God is all 
in all. 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 25:31-46 
 
Commenting on this Gospel, Patricia Sanchez writes:  
 
Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910), the great Russian author, is 
also a Christian who took seriously the demands of 

the Great Sermon (Matthew 5-7) and attempted to live 
his life accordingly. One day, a beggar stopped him 
while he was out walking and asked him for alms. 
Tolstoy searched his pockets for a coin but, finding 
none, he said with regret, “Please don’t be angry 
with me, my brother, but I have nothing with me. If I 
did, I would gladly give it to you.” At that, the 
beggar’s face brightened with joy. “You have given 
me more than I asked for,” he said, “you have called 
me brother!”  Tolstoy had not only grasped the intent 
of the Great Sermon but he had also penetrated the 
truth of today’s Gospel. He regarded the poor man 
asking him for alms as a brother because he had 
understood and made his own the great 
commandment (Matthew 22:37). But he had also 
learned to see the face of Christ in the poor and, 
because of that insight, he met the criteria of 
judgment set forth for our consideration in this 
Matthean text. 
 
So many of the important themes of Matthew’s 
Gospel come to a climactic crescendo in this 
eschatological (end times) scene. Up to this point, 
readers of Matthew have been told that wheat and 
weeds will grow together until harvest, that all 
species of fish will be hauled together in one net, that 
good and bad will grow together until the final 
separation. Believers have also been instructed, 
through many parables, with lessons of watchfulness 
and waiting. With this passage, it becomes evident 
that the time of growing together and waiting has 
passed, yielding to the moment of separation and 
judgment. In this Gospel, Jesus is revealed as the 
King who will judge us on the criteria of compassion 
for the least of our brothers and sisters. The blessed 
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are those who have ministered to the needs of the 
poor. In doing so, they have ministered to Christ 
himself. 
(Used with permission The Word We Celebrate: Commentary on 
the Sunday Lectionary Years A, B, C, by Patricia Sanchez, - 
Sheed & Ward publisher (9-1-89.) 
 
FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 
1. What verse, idea or image in the readings spoke to 
you most?  Why? 
   
2. Images of God as judge and shepherd are brought 
together in the first and third readings. How can we 
hold both images together? 
 
3. How do you seek to live the call to compassion 
presented in today’s Gospel? 
 
4. How does the beggar looking for a ‘handout’ 
challenge your call to be compassionate to the least 
of our brothers and sisters? 
 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Name one way you can act on this Sunday’s 
readings. Suggestion: Express your concern for the 
poor in some concrete way. 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF PETITION 
AND INTERCESSION 
 
Especially pray for all those who daily seek to 
improve the lot of the poor. © 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the Date!! 
Saturday, March 10, 2018  
Annual Day of Reflection 

by the Space Coast Alliance of  
Small Christian Communities with  

Father Dave Pivonka, TOR,  
The Wild Goose Is Loose! 
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