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TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
September 10, 2017 A 

 
Opening prayer:  Loving God, you created us for a relationship with you.  When we stray from you, you call us 

back. When our brothers and sisters begin to follow a sinful lifestyle, you call us to help them see their erring 

ways.  Give us the wisdom and courage to help each other to follow your ways. This we pray through Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 

Sharing life:   What gave you life this past week and what drained life from you? 

Facilitator reads focus statement:  All three readings speak about the importance of right relationships and  

personal responsibility. The first and third readings address the issue of how to respond to someone in our 

church family who is walking a sinful and wrong path.  In the second reading, Paul tells us that in following the 

way of love, we fulfill the law.  

If you had not read the commentary prior to your meeting, consider doing so before or after each Scripture  

reading. 

 
FIRST READING:  Ezekiel 33:7-9 
 

“I will hold you responsible.” 
 

Ezekiel is a prophet in Israel during the Babylonian 

Exile. (The role of the prophet as “sentinel” is de-

veloped in this reading.) The sentinel, stationed 

high atop the city wall, is responsible for alerting 

the people to any approaching threats to their well-

being.  Once the sentinel sounds a warning, the  

responsibility for action lies in the hands of the 

people.  In a similar way, the prophet’s task is to 

warn the sinner of the impending disaster resulting 

from sin.  Once the prophet speaks a word of   

warning, it is up to the sinner to listen to the word 

and act.  If the prophet fails to issue the warning, he 

will be held responsible for the disaster that will 

befall the sinner. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 95 

 

The message imparted in the first and third read-

ings, “If today you hear his voice, harden not your 

hearts,” echoes the call to conversion. 

 

SECOND READING:  Romans 13:8-10 
 

“Love does no harm to one’s neighbor.” 
 

Paul speaks to us about the centrality of love when 

it comes to following Christ and living a normal 

life.  Christian love must be sincere, without hypoc-

risy, and must manifest itself in heartfelt affection 

for one’s brothers and sisters in the community, 

even for one’s enemies and anyone in need. In the 

context of today’s readings, it can also be noted that 

genuine love sometimes calls us to reach out to an 

erring brother or sister with the purpose of drawing 

him/her back into God’s ways. 

 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 18:15-20 
 

“If your brother commits some wrong against 

you….” 
 

Chapter 18 of Matthew’s Gospel provides the 

fourth major discourse of Jesus, the community  

discourse.  Jesus first insists that a childlike attitude 

is necessary for greatness in his Kingdom (18:1-5).  

He also teaches the terrible fate that will come to 

those who scandalize the “little ones” in the    

community (18:6-14). 
 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus gives instructions on how 

the local community should deal with a member 

who sins. The whole purpose of the steps that he 

outlines is to win the sinner back from sinful ways 

by true repentance.  The community must reflect 

the merciful love of Christ.  It is important to note 

that this is a practice entered into by the entire 

community, not just the leaders. Jesus suggests the 

following three steps:  First, go to the person pri-

vately.  This simple outreach may bring about the 

desired result. If this fails, take along a second per-

son to help the reconciliation effort and to empha-

size the seriousness of the situation.  If this still 

does not work, bring the sinner before the whole 

community. If he continues to be unrepentant, “treat 

him as you would a Gentile or tax collector,” i.e., as 

someone who has a disdain for the Gospel.  
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Some scholars say Matthew is telling his audience 

to excommunicate the unrepentant sinner. Others 

think that Jesus wants us to treat the sinner with 

unconditional love because that is how he treated 

Gentiles and tax collectors.  Jesus says that the de-

cision of the Church will be honored by God since 

he inspires the Church in making the decision. Jesus 

ends by saying that God will hear the prayer of 

those who gather together to pray in this kind of 

situation. 

 

FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 

 

1. What verse, idea or image spoke to you most? 

Why? 

 

2. Have you ever tried to intervene in the life of 

another adult who was on a destructive path or was 

about to make a decision that you believed would 

have destructive consequences?  If so, how was that 

experience for you? 

 

3. How easy or hard is it for you to confront some-

one who has hurt or failed you?  If you have grown 

in this area, what has helped you to grow in the area 

of conflict resolution? 

 

4. What is the blessing of being able to pray with 

others? 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

Name one way you can act on this Sunday’s read-

ings.  Suggestions:  If you need to confront some-

one about something, consider doing it.  First pray 

and ask for the right words to say. Be loving yet 

direct in your approach and avoid words that are 

condemnatory.  If someone you know is clearly on 

the wrong path, pray for the courage to confront 

that person. 

 

CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF PETITION 

AND INTERCESSION 

 

Pray for the grace to grow in your ability to        

confront and deal with wrongdoing in yourself or    

others.  © 

 

 
 
 
 

Save the Dates!! 
Friday, October 20 Workshop for Priests,  

Deacons and Pastoral Staff 
Saturday, October 21 Workshop for Pastoral  
Facilitators of Small Christian Communities 

 

     Fr. Art Baranowski and Theresa Doyle have 
worked together for 20 years and bring 50 plus 
years experience training Pastoral Leaders. 
     They will present from their new book “Eucha-
rist at the Center: A Parish Structured for Evangeli-
zation.” Here at Ascension Parish, 2950 N. Harbor 
City Blvd Melbourne, FL 32935; more info: 
laurad47@bellsouth.net  

Don’t miss this truly exciting opportunity! 
AND 

Saturday, March 10, 2018  

Annual Day of Reflection  

by the Space Coast Alliance of  

Small Christian Communities with  

Father Dave Pivonka, TOR,  

The Wild Goose Is Loose! 
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