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TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
September 17, 2017 A 

 
Opening prayer:  Merciful God, in today’s readings you challenge us to forgive life’s hurts and not hug them 

close to our heart.  You forgive us over and over.  Help us to offer the same forgiveness to others.  This we pray 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Sharing life:  As you look on this past week, what are you most and least grateful for? 

 

Facilitator reads focus statement:  The first and third readings build on last week’s readings which dealt with 

the handling of disputes among individuals within the community. Both readings give us a strong message on 

forgiveness.  If we are to be like God, we must forgive each other over and over.  In the second reading, Paul 

addresses a dispute that persist between the Gentile and Jewish Christians. 
 

If you had not read the commentary prior to your meeting, consider doing so before or after each Scripture   

reading. 

 
FIRST READING:  Sirach 27:30; 28:7 

 

The reading begins with two proverbs followed by a 

strong statement about forgiveness. If we do not 

forgive one another, what right have we to ask God 

to forgive us? The refusal to forgive and our ten-

dency to seek revenge are in themselves a manifes-

tation of sin, warns Sirach.  Those united with God 

by virtue of the covenant are the blessed recipients 

of his constant love and mercy. As brothers and 

sisters covenanted to the same God, the people of 

Israel are called to manifest a similar love and mer-

cy toward one another.  To do less will be a breach 

of the covenant. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 103 

 

This psalm is a meditation on the merciful face of 

God, which the Israelites have come to know so 

well through their history of sin and forgiveness. 

 

SECOND READING:  Romans 14:7-9 

 

Commenting on these verses, Patricia Sanchez 

writes: 
 

Paul would probably not object to being para-

phrased if it means that his message is rendered 

more pertinent. To that end we respectfully take 

Paul’s words today and say: None of us lives     

solely as liberal or conservative, as Democrat or 

Republican.  None of us lives solely as an Iraqi or 

an American, as a Sunni or a Shiite. None of us 

lives solely as black or white, male or female, 

young or old, rich or poor. In all we are, in all we 

say, in all we do, we are the Lord’s. Therefore, that 

belonging inspires and influences us in all things, 

among all peoples, in every situation, in all places. 

 

GOSPEL:   Matthew 18:21-35 

 

The story opens with Peter seeking to put limits on 

forgiveness. Jesus tells Peter: God does not put  

limits on how often he forgives; neither must you 

put limits on how often you forgive others. Jesus 

tells us a parable to reinforce his point and to show 

how forgiveness freely given can be lost if not 

freely shared. The King in the story is God and we 

are the servants.  In failing to imitate his master, the 

servant is severely judged and reprimanded. He is 

called a “wicked servant.” The story is a “Kingdom 

parable”:  God is like a King who expects his serv-

ants to offer each other the same mercy that he has 

shown them. To experience the reign of God is to 

experience the mercy of God in such a powerful 

way that we are, in turn, able to extend to others the 

same mercy God has given to us. The parable 

grounds forgiveness in the nature of God. We are to 

heed the intent of the parable at its conclusion:  it 

solemnly warns us that we must fervently pray for 

strength to resist the temptation of getting even with 

those who have hurt us and pray for the grace to 

reflect the majestic generosity of the Kingdom of 

God.  

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 

 

1. What verse or image in the readings spoke to 

you most?  Why?  

 

2. What are the obstacles to forgiving others? 

Name as many obstacles as possible, e.g., pride, the 
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belief that someone does not deserve mercy, etc., 

then name the primary obstacle that you may face 

in forgiving a hurt. 

 

3. What helps you to forgive life’s hurts? What 

might help you to overcome whatever you named as 

the primary obstacle to forgiving life’s hurts? 

 

4. In the second reading, Paul addresses two parties 

engaged in a bickering battle over dietary laws.  

Can you name some issues Christians or Catholics 

bicker about today?  How might these be resolved? 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

Name one way you can act on this Sunday’s read-

ings. Suggestion: If there is someone whom you 

have not forgiven, begin to pray for that person and 

for the grace to forgive him/her. 

 

 

CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF PETITION 

AND INTERCESSION 

 

Especially pray for all who have little or no desire 

to forgive those who have hurt them.  © 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Dates!! 
Friday, October 20 Workshop for Priests,  

Deacons and Pastoral Staff 
Saturday, October 21 Workshop for Pastoral  
Facilitators of Small Christian Communities 

 

     Fr. Art Baranowski and Theresa Doyle have 
worked together for 20 years and bring 50 plus 
years experience training Pastoral Leaders. 
     They will present from their new book “Eucha-
rist at the Center: A Parish Structured for Evangeli-
zation.” Here at Ascension Parish, 2950 N. Harbor 
City Blvd Melbourne, FL 32935; more info: 
laurad47@bellsouth.net  

Don’t miss this truly exciting opportunity! 
AND 

Saturday, March 10, 2018  

Annual Day of Reflection  

by the Space Coast Alliance of  

Small Christian Communities with  

Father Dave Pivonka, TOR,  

The Wild Goose Is Loose! 
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