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TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
October 8, 2017 A 

 
Opening prayer:  Lord Jesus, we gather in your name to share our lives and your Word.  We thank you for this 
opportunity.  Breathe your Spirit on us so that we may know the message you have for each of us today.  Amen. 

Sharing life:   What are you most and least grateful for this week? 

Facilitator reads focus question: The first and third readings present an image of Israel as a vineyard where 
God the Divine Planter and Cultivator has sown his seed. But Israel has failed miserably to produce a good   
harvest. In the second reading, Paul exhorts the Philippians to avoid anxiety, to be prayerful and to constantly 
seek to do what is honorable, good and true.   

If you had not read the commentary prior to your meeting, consider doing so before or after each Scripture 
reading. 
 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 5:1-7 
 
Historical context: Isaiah is prophesying in 
Jerusalem prior to the destruction of the northern 
kingdom.  Israel is God’s vineyard which he 
transplanted from Egypt into the land of Canaan 
and carefully cared for and cultivated. There is 
nothing that he did not do for his vineyard. “What 
more could I have done….?”  Isaiah’s listeners are 
compelled to admit that absolutely nothing has been 
wanting in God’s dealings with them. The Planter 
and Cultivator of the vineyard naturally expects the 
vineyard to produce good fruit. But all it yields is 
“sour grapes”—bloodshed, oppression and 
infidelity. 
 
God sowed choice grapes, but reaped stinking,   

rotted fruit. 
God sowed peace, but got violence from his people. 
God looked for true worship and got idolatry. 
God sowed seeds of justice, but injustice grew up. 
 
The message is clear. God has given all; Israel has 
yielded nothing. As a result, the owner is going to 
withdraw his protecting hand and Israel will be 
transplanted into exile, subjected to a drought, and 
given the opportunity to repent and make a new 
choice for God. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 80 
 
The theme of the vineyard is continued in this 
psalm. The psalmist petitions God to watch his 
vineyard. 
 
 
 

SECOND READING:  Philippians 4:6-9 
 
Paul addresses the “worry warts” in the Philippian 
community.  In times of worry and anxiety, they are 
exhorted to turn to God in prayer and place their 
trust in him. In doing so, they will come to know 
the “peace that surpasses all understanding.” Then 
Paul exhorts his readers to live lives patterned after 
Christ. Christian thinking and behavior will open 
them to the kind of peace that only God can give.   
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 21:33-43 
 
The Gospel picks up the theme of the vineyard 
found in our first reading, but it is not the fruit that 
is rotten, but the tenants. In this Sunday’s parable, 
God is the landowner and Israel is the vineyard.   
The wicked tenants are the people of Israel, but 
more especially, the religious leaders whom God 
put in charge of the vineyard. The servants are the 
prophets sent by God and so often rejected and 
killed. Despite Israel’s rejection of his 
representative, God never gives up on Israel. He 
continues to reach out to her, even sending her his 
only Son. But still and all, she rejects God’s Son. 
 
As in last week’s Gospel, this parable is intended as 
a warning to the religious leaders. Once again, they 
are offered a choice to accept or reject God’s    
servant in their midst.  Rejection will have dire 
consequences. But the warning goes unheeded.  The 
tenants come to a bad end, Jerusalem is destroyed, 
and the Gentiles take the chosen people’s place at 
God’s table. 
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FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 
1. What verse, idea or image in the readings spoke 
to you most?  Why? 
 
2. What can the experience of gardening teach us 
about the spiritual life? 
 
3. What helps you to cope in times of anxiety? 
 
4. Paul tells us that our thoughts should be directed 
toward all that is good. What helps you to “remain 
positive” about life? 
 
5. The Gospel is a constant call to conversion. 
What causes you to resist God’s call to change and 
grow?  And what helps you to say ‘yes’? 
 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Name one way you can act on this Sunday’s 
readings. Suggestion: This week, when you feel 
anxious, pray, “Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place my 
trust in you.”  Bear good fruit in the Lord’s 
vineyard. 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF PETITION 
AND INTERCESSION 
 
Pray for all who work in our church family: the 
Pope, bishops, priests, religious and laity.  Pray that 
the Lord sends more workers into his vineyard. © 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Register NOW! 
Friday, October 20, 9am-3pm 

 Workshop for Priests,  
Deacons and Pastoral Staff 

Saturday, October 21, 9am-3pm  
Workshop for Pastoral  

Facilitators of Small Christian Communities 
 

     Fr. Art Baranowski and Theresa Doyle have 
worked together for 20 years and bring 50 plus 
years experience training Pastoral Leaders. 
     They will present from their new book 
“Eucharist at the Center: A Parish Structured for 
Evangelization.” Here at Ascension Parish, 2950 N. 
Harbor City Blvd Melbourne, FL 32935; 
$10 includes the cost of continental breakfast and 
lunch.  
RSVP by Oct 17: ldodson@ascensioncatholicsch.org  
or 321-254-1595 ext. 3067 
 Don’t miss this truly exciting opportunity! 

AND 
Saturday, March 10, 2018  
Annual Day of Reflection 

by the Space Coast Alliance of  
Small Christian Communities with  

Father Dave Pivonka, TOR,  
The Wild Goose Is Loose! 
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