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TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
October 15, 2017 A 

 
Opening prayer:   Good and gracious God, you lavish us with your Word and bless us with your presence. Be 
with us now as we gather to share life and break open your Word. This we pray through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Sharing life:   How was your week?  How did you experience God this past week? 

Facilitator reads focus statement:  In the first and third readings, Isaiah and Jesus use the image of a sumptuous 
banquet to describe the fullness of life that God offers us and the abundant mercy that God wishes to offer not 
only to Israel but to all people.  In the second reading, Paul shares how he has come, through grace, to depend 
on God in good times and in bad. 

If you have not read the commentary prior to the meeting, consider doing so either before or after each reading. 

 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 25:6-10a 
 
Images of a banquet are used to sum up the 
blessings that God’s people will experience on the 
last day. Notice that this heavenly banquet is 
prepared not only for the people of Israel, but for all 
people who hear and answer God’s call. At this 
feast, the “veil” or all that separates us from God 
will be lifted and the spider’s “web” that imprisons 
us in ignorance and isolation will be brushed aside. 
Tears, guilt and shame will be replaced with joy. 
 
The reading is intended to give hope to a people 
who may have felt abandoned by God because of 
some bad things that have recently happened to 
them. Isaiah also speaks of a time of restoration in 
these verses. The day will come when God will 
return and renew the broken covenant. This will 
take place symbolically on a mountain just as the 
original covenant was made with Moses on a 
mountain. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 23 
 
God’s shepherding care for his people is celebrated 
in both pastoral and banquet imagery. 
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20 
 
This reading concludes our month-long series of 
readings from Philippians. While in prison, some of 
the Philippians send Paul gifts to help him endure 
the hardships of prison life. While grateful for the 
gifts, Paul shares that through his missionary 
journeys he has learned to be content with both 
famine and feast. Eating well or going hungry 
cannot compare with the strength Paul experiences 

in surrendering his life to Christ. He learns what 
Mary, the sister of Martha, had also come to know: 
“that only one thing is necessary,” namely, 
belonging to and being possessed by Christ. With 
Christ, Paul can say: “My food is to do the will of 
him who sent me” (Jn 4:34). Paul concludes by 
exhorting his readers to place their trust in the 
“magnificent riches of God.” 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 22:1-14 
 
Like our first reading, the kingdom of God is 
imaged as a banquet to which all are invited to 
attend. The main focus of the parable is the 
response or lack of response of the invited guests. 
In this parable, Jesus continues to call the Pharisees 
and the religious leaders to conversion. Two 
invitations have been extended but the invitees 
refuse to come. Some even abuse and kill the 
servants delivering the invitations (a reference to 
the Old Testament prophets and the early Christian 
missionaries). 
 
By the time Matthew writes his Gospel (85AD), 
Jesus has died, Jerusalem has been sacked and 
burned by the Romans (70AD), and the Gentiles 
have been invited into the kingdom. It would be 
wrong to assume that the king in the story stands for 
God—which would leave us with a pretty nasty 
image of a punishing God, rather than of a God who 
saves. As stated above, the main point of the 
parable is not about what God is like, but about the 
negative response of the religious leaders and all 
invited to Jesus’ call to enter the kingdom that he is 
inaugurating. 
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The final piece about the ‘wedding garment’ 
underlines the importance of not only saying ‘yes’ 
to Christ, but also living according to his values.  It 
is one thing to present oneself for Baptism; it is 
another thing to live daily the Christian way of life. 
We must “clothe ourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, meekness and patience” 
(Colossians 3:12). While all are invited to the 
banquet of God’s kingdom, not all will respond.  
 
FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 
1. What verse or image spoke to you most in the 
readings? 
 
2. Why do you think the image of a beautiful 
banquet is often used in the Bible to describe 
heaven? 
 
3. Paul speaks of times of famine and feast when 
an economic downturn occurs, some people who 
used to have much suddenly have less. What advice 
would you offer people who have to move from 
having much to having less? 
 
4. God is always inviting us to his banquet (a closer 
relationship with him). What keeps us from 
sometimes going? What might cause us or others to 
keep God at a distance? 
 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Name one way you can act on today’s readings. 
Suggestion: Try to live the message of the second 
reading. Remember that while Baptism is a 
blessing, it is also a responsibility.  
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF PETITION 
AND INTERCESSION 
 
Especially pray for all who are presently saying 
‘no’ to God’s call to sit at his table;  for us who do 
come, that we may live out our baptismal 
commitment.© 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Register NOW! 
Friday, October 20, 9am-3pm 

 Workshop for Priests,  
Deacons and Pastoral Staff 

Saturday, October 21, 9am-3pm  
Workshop for Pastoral  

Facilitators of Small Christian Communities 
 

     Fr. Art Baranowski and Theresa Doyle have 
worked together for 20 years and bring 50 plus 
years experience training Pastoral Leaders. 
     They will present from their new book 
“Eucharist at the Center: A Parish Structured for 
Evangelization.” Here at Ascension Parish, 2950 N. 
Harbor City Blvd Melbourne, FL 32935; 
$10 includes the cost of continental breakfast and 
lunch.  
RSVP by Oct 17: ldodson@ascensioncatholicsch.org  
or 321-254-1595 ext. 3067 
 Don’t miss this truly exciting opportunity! 

AND 
Saturday, March 10, 2018  
Annual Day of Reflection 

by the Space Coast Alliance of  
Small Christian Communities with  

Father Dave Pivonka, TOR,  
The Wild Goose Is Loose! 
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