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THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
November 5, 2017 A 

 
Opening prayer:  Lord Jesus, thank you for gathering us together to share life and your Word.  Breathe your 
Spirit upon us so that we can be led by you as we break open your Word. 

Sharing life:  What are you most and least grateful for this week? 

Facilitator reads focus statement:  The first and third readings have some tough words for the religious leaders 
who lived in the time of Malachi and Jesus. In the second reading, Paul shows himself to be a good and effective 
leader by serving with love those whom he was sent to preach the Word to. 

If you have not read the commentary before your gathering, consider reading it before or after each reading. 

 
FIRST READING:  Malachi 1:14, 2:2, 8-10 
 
Roughly a century after the Babylonian exile and 
prior to the reforms of Ezra and Nehemiah, the 
priests play a central role in the life of Israel. In this 
reading, the leaders are castigated for failing to 
follow the ways of God and for leading others 
astray. For this, they will be cursed by God. They, 
like the Pharisees, have been poor and false 
teachers of their people.  
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 131 
 
This beautiful psalm calls for trust and confidence 
in God and for a spirit of humility—attitudes in 
sharp contrast with the pride and haughtiness 
present in the leaders mentioned in the first and 
third readings. 
 
SECOND READING:  1Thessalonians 2:7-9, 13 
 
In contrast to the priests in Malachi’s time and the 
Scribes and Pharisees in Jesus’ time, Paul proves 
himself to be an authentic teacher who nurses his 
flock into God’s ways. The passage is full of 
warmth and affection for the Thessalonians. While 
Paul is with them, he is like a “nursing mother.” 
Not only does he preach and teach, but he shares 
with them his very self. Because he does not want 
to be a burden to his new converts, he works for his 
own living. Finally, Paul reminds us that the Gospel 
he preaches is no mere human work but the power 
of God in our midst. 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 23:1-2 
 
The Gospel is a strong condemnation of the 
Pharisees and Scribes. This whole chapter must be 

read in the context of the historical situation that 
Matthew is dealing with. Around 85AD, Christians 
are being expelled from the synagogues, which 
resulted in a lot of antagonism between Jews who 
became Christians (people like Matthew himself) 
and Jews who did not convert to Christianity. While 
Jesus, most likely, did say some harsh things to the 
Pharisees and Scribes (just like the prophets of old 
condemned the leaders of their time (e.g. first 
reading), it seems that Matthew exaggerates Jesus’ 
words. For one thing, not all Pharisees and Scribes 
are bad. The language of chapter 23 is that of a 
prophet who chastises a stubborn people. 
 
Also, when reading Matthew 23, we need to 
remember that Matthew’s primary concern or focus 
is not the Pharisees and Scribes but the leaders of 
his own community, some of whom may have been 
throwing their weight around and beginning to 
manifest the bad traits of the Pharisees and the 
Scribes who lived in Jesus’ time. Some of the 
leaders may have been more concerned about their 
own self-importance than about the Gospel. The 
warning for the leaders in the Christian Church is 
that they should not follow the bad example of the 
Pharisees and Scribes. If God did not spare them or 
their temple, surely he will not spare an unfaithful 
church. In today’s section of chapter 23, Jesus 
specifically levels three criticisms at the Scribes 
and Pharisees. They do not practice what they 
preach. They are too legalistic in their interpretation 
of the Scriptures. They are full of their own self-
importance, seeking the front seats and titles. This 
Gospel challenges today’s shepherds and all 
disciples to look into their own hearts and see to 
what extent the spirit of the Pharisee lies within. 
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FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 
1. What verse, idea or image in the readings spoke 
to you most? Why? 
 
2. Paul showed great affection for his 
communities and yet he often chastised them for 
their failings. As parents, teachers, leaders, 
managers, etc., what suggestions do you have for 
balancing these two roles? 
 
3. Are there forms of Phariseeism present in 
today’s Church? If so, how do they manifest 
themselves? How might a spirit of Phariseeism 
manifest itself in us? 
 
4. What qualities in leaders turn you off the most? 
What qualities attract you the most? 
 
5. To whom is it easy for you to offer service? To 
whom might you offer it to begrudgingly? 
 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Name one way you can act on this Sunday’s 
readings. Suggestion: Pray for leaders, including 
yourself, that all may have a deep desire to follow 
the humble servant leadership style of Jesus. 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF PETITION 
AND INTERCESSION 
 
Especially pray for government and church leaders. 
Pray also for teachers and coaches of the young. © 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the Date!! 
Saturday, March 10, 2018  
Annual Day of Reflection 

by the Space Coast Alliance of  
Small Christian Communities with  

Father Dave Pivonka, TOR,  
The Wild Goose Is Loose! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	FIRST READING:  Isaiah 25:6-10a
	RESPONSORIAL PSALM 23
	RESPONSORIAL PSALM 96
	SECOND READING: Thessalonians 1:5-10
	THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	November 12, 2017 A

	THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
	November 19, 2017 A

	THE SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST THE KING


