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For groups using the Gospel Centered Format  
 

TENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
June 10, 2018 B 

 
(Before starting, allow a few minutes for the members to exchange greetings, then call the group together to prayer.) 
 
Facilitator: Let us take a minute to consciously place ourselves in the presence of God and ask him to help us to hear 
the Word he wants us to hear this week. 
 
(Pause for a minute.) 
 
(Play a religious song if you are able to do so.) 
 
Opening prayer: Good and gracious God, thank you for gathering us together for this time of sharing faith and 
fellowship. You created us out of love and for love, but we insisted on doing our will and not your will. In the fullness 
of time, you sent your Son, Jesus, to redeem us from our sinful ways. May this time of sharing your Word draw us 
closer to you. This we pray through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
(Prior to your meeting you are encouraged to read the first and second readings and the commentary on them. After 
the opening prayer, go to the section titled Proclamation of the Gospel, i.e., skip the first and second readings as 
well as the commentaries.) 
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 3:9-15 
 
Adam and Eve’s sin of disobedience has resulted in 
the following consequences: 
 

• Rift in their relationship with God. When God 
comes looking for Adam and Eve, they hide. 
In their sinful state they become afraid of God. 
When we are fearful of God, we could say that 
the consequences of original sin are “eating at 
us.” 

 
• Shame for their nakedness. Prior to sinning, 

Adam and Eve were naked and unashamed. 
After disobeying God, their innocence is 
replaced by shame and disgrace. 
 

• Rift in their relationship between each other. 
When questioned by God about their sin, 
Adam blames Eve and Eve blames the 
serpent. Rather than taking responsibility for 
their sin, they blame someone else. This is the 
first story of the ‘blame-game’ so familiar in 
our society. 
 

The serpent is also punished for his role in seducing 
the woman: “On your belly you shall crawl and dirt 
you shall eat all the days of your life." 
 
The reading ends with what scholars call the 
Protoevangelium (“first good news”). The final verse 
indicates that there will be a big battle between the 
serpent’s offspring and the woman’s offspring. 

Ultimately, the offspring of the woman will prevail. 
The early Church Fathers saw in this verse a reference 
to Mary and her offspring Jesus, who would defeat 
Satan. In the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mary 
has her foot on the head of Satan. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 13 
 
The response to the verse of the psalm “With the Lord, 
there is mercy and redemption,” echoes God’s saving 
grace for Adam and Eve’s descendants. 
 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 
 
Paul’s words should encourage all of us who are 
experiencing some decay in our body. The strength of 
Paul’s faith, especially in the Resurrection, prevents 
him from being discouraged by his weakening body. 
 
While Paul’s outer body or self is beaten from 
persecution, afflictions, and perhaps illness his inner 
self continues to grow stronger. Paul’s faith in the 
Resurrection includes the belief that our human body 
(our earthly tent) will be transformed in the future. 
 
PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL 
 
Facilitator: As we listen to this gospel, let us listen 
with our heads for the content of the message.  
 
(A member of the group reads the gospel.) 
 
(After the reading pause . . .) 
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Facilitator: In this second reading of the Gospel, let 
us listen with our heart to what Jesus is saying to us. 
Be aware of what draws us in and what part of the 
Gospel might be a challenge for you to embrace  
 
Facilitator: Let us now take a moment to quietly 
meditate on the Gospel text. 
 
GOSPEL COMMENTARY 
 
Facilitator: Let us now read quietly the gospel 
commentary. 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 3:20-35 
 
This gospel is an example of the literary technique 
known as the “Marcan sandwich.” He begins a story, 
then interrupts the storyline with another story and 
thereafter returns to the original story. 
 
Jesus’ family believes that he is “out of his mind”. 
They are upset with him. His unpopularity with the 
religious leaders of the day is causing problems for 
them. Hence, they come to take him home and get him 
out of the public scene. 
 
Sandwiched between the opening and final scenes, 
which also has to do with his family, there is a 
confrontation between Jesus and the Pharisees. They 
claim that his miraculous powers come from Satan. 
Jesus responds with two parables. First, he asks them 
to ponder how a house divided against itself could 
possibly stand. The answer is that it could not. So the 
accusation that Jesus casts out unclean spirits through 
Beelzebub is clearly false; it would mean Satan’s 
kingdom is ended. The scheming of the scribes is 
evidence enough that Satan’s kingdom still flourishes. 
 
The second parable is about a strong man being tied 
up and his house plundered. Applied to Jesus, this 
means that Jesus does in fact have power over Satan. 
It has been demonstrated already by the miracles in 
which Jesus freed others from unclean spirits through 
the power of God. Satan’s kingdom, while not ended, 
is definitely on the road to failure through the work of 
Jesus. 
 
The unforgivable sin. Is there an unforgivable sin? 
Jesus says that it is blasphemous and unforgivable to 
call the work of God evil and to accuse God’s 
representative as an agent of Satan. But in truth, all sin 
is forgivable as long as the sinner is sincerely 
repentant. But sometimes people may become so 
consumed with darkness and evil that they have no 

desire to repent. In this part of today’s Gospel, Jesus 
issues a stern warning against aligning ourselves with 
Satan.  
 
The final part of today’s Gospel raises two questions 
for Catholics: “Did Jesus have brothers and sisters?” 
and “Was Jesus rude to his mother?” Speaking to this, 
Margaret Nutting Ralph writes: “The references to 
Jesus’ “brothers and sisters” do not conclusively 
answer the question of whether or not Jesus had full 
brothers and sisters, that is, siblings born of Mary, 
because the words brother and sister did not have that 
precise a meaning in Jesus’ culture. The word brother 
could be referring to any of the following: brother, 
half-brother, stepbrother, cousin, or follower. Notice 
the passage doesn’t say, “Mary and her children . . .” 
 
Regarding what some perceive as Jesus being rude to 
his mother, scholars tell us that Jesus wanted to 
communicate that the bond among his disciples is 
closer and more important than the bond among blood 
relatives. The closest relative of Jesus is he/she who 
hears his word and acts on it. No one did this better 
than Mary who is often called the “first disciple.” 
 
FAITH SHARING QUESTIONS 
 
1. Turn to the person next to you and share what verse 
in the Gospel caught your attention. Why?  
 
Share the next questions with the whole group. 
 
2. Why do you think Jesus’ relatives thought that he 
was ‘out of his mind’? Did you ever have someone 
believe that you were too religious? 
 
3. Why did the Scribes think that Jesus was possessed 
by the devil? What causes some people to have such 
twisted minds that they call evil what others see 
plainly as good? 
 
4. Jesus says that his closest relatives are those who act 
on his word, who follow his will. 
 

• When is it hard to follow God’s will? 
• What can help us to know we are following 

his will? 
 

5. What is one thing Jesus is saying to us in this 
Sunday’s gospel about how a disciple should speak or 
act? 
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JOURNALING ON THE WORD  
(2 or 3 minutes) 
 
(Gather the group back together.) 
 
Facilitator: This section of your time together gives 
you the opportunity to express in writing further 
thoughts on the gospel. What is the gospel asking of 
you and how can you respond in prayer to the message 
of the gospel.  
 
In this time of journaling, go wherever the Spirit leads 
you. 
 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Consider sharing your response to this question with 
one other person. How can you name one way you can 
act on or respond to the message of this Sunday’s 
Gospel? 
 
Suggestions: Be aware of how Satan may try to pull 
you away from following Jesus. Be grateful for 
spiritual brothers and sisters with whom you share 
Christian fellowship. Seek to follow God’s will in all 
you do and say.  
 
SHARE PRAYER RESPONSE TO GOD’S 
WORD 
 
Stand, form a circle and if comfortable, hold hands. 
See if you can share a prayer, however brief on the 
gospel you have just heard, discussed and journaled 
on. 
 
Facilitator:  Do not be afraid of long pauses. When all 
or some have shared a prayer on the gospel say:  
 
Let us now conclude with any personal prayers of 
petition (prayers for self) and intercession (prayers for 
others).  
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