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For groups using the Gospel Centered Format  
 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
July 8, 2018 B 

 
(Before starting, allow a few minutes for the members to exchange greetings, then call the group together to prayer.) 
 
Facilitator: Let us take a minute to consciously place ourselves in the presence of God and ask him to help us to hear 
the Word he wants us to hear this week. 
 
(Pause for a minute.) 
 
(Play a religious song if you are able to do so.) 
 
Opening prayer: God of yesterday, today and tomorrow, help us to be alert to the presence of your Spirit as we seek 
to discern your message for us in today’s Word. Help us to recognize the true prophets in our midst and may we not 
be led astray by the false ones.  This we pray though Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
(Prior to your meeting you are encouraged to read the first and second readings and the commentary on them. After 
the opening prayer, go to the section titled Proclamation of the Gospel, i.e., skip the first and second readings as 
well as the commentaries.) 
 
FIRST READING:  Ezekiel 2:2-5 
 
The call and commission of Ezekiel are recounted in 
this brief reading. “The spirit entered me and set me 
on my feet. “The Spirit of God enables the prophet to 
stand tall. The Spirit will energize and empower 
Ezekiel to speak the word God places in his heart. The 
prophet is told that the Israelites, to whom he is being 
sent, are a rebellious people, hard to face, and obstinate 
of heart. Thus Ezekiel is being prepared for the 
resistance he will face when he delivers God’s 
message. Even though the people will reject God’s 
Word, they will know that a prophet has been in their 
midst. Ezekiel’s role is to announce God’s message. 
He is not responsible for Israel’s lack of response. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 123 
 
This psalm opens with a statement of trust in God. The 
last stanza expresses the sentiments of one under a lot 
of stress: Israel in exile or Ezekiel’s feelings when his 
message is rejected. 
 
SECOND READING:  2 Corinthians 12:7-10 
 
So many of the people we regard as great have had 
tremendous obstacles to overcome along their 
respective paths to greatness. John Milton was blind. 
Beethoven and Thomas Edison were deaf. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt was crippled. Abraham Lincoln failed in 
two businesses, had a nervous breakdown, was 

rejected from law school, and lost four jobs and eight 
elections before he became President. 
 
Paul speaks about his own struggles. We cannot know 
for sure what he means by the phrases “thorn in the 
flesh” and “an angel of Satan to beat me.” While Paul 
could have had some inner psychological weakness or 
physical problem, scholars tend to believe that “thorn 
in the flesh” is some outer problem he encountered in 
his opponents and critics. Whatever the problem, Paul 
prays three times for the Lord to remove it (recall that 
Jesus prayed three times in Gethsemane for God to let 
his cup of suffering pass from him). We can presume 
Paul was reluctant to accept his “thorn in the flesh” not 
because he did not want to suffer, but because he saw 
it as an impediment to his ministry. 
 
God’s response to Paul is: “My grace is sufficient for 
you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” God 
wants to use Paul’s crisis to keep him humble and 
dependent on God. Paul’s supernatural visions and 
revelations could have led to spiritual pride. 
Gradually, Paul comes to see that he experiences 
divine power most when he is vulnerable, humble, and 
powerless before God. This experience leads Paul to 
boast or rejoice in his weakness or in the insults and 
hardships of his ministry because it is in those 
moments that he most of all experiences God’s power, 
divine touch and sufficient grace. 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL 
 
Facilitator: As we listen to this gospel, let us listen 
with our heads for the content of the message.  
 
(A member of the group reads the gospel.) 
 
(After the reading pause . . .) 
 
Facilitator: In this second reading of the Gospel, let 
us listen with our heart to what Jesus is saying to us. 
Be aware of what draws us in and what part of the 
Gospel might be a challenge for you to embrace  
 
Facilitator: Let us now take a moment to quietly 
meditate on the Gospel text. 
 
GOSPEL COMMENTARY 
 
Facilitator: Let us now read quietly the gospel 
commentary. 
 
GOSPEL:  Mark 6:1-6 
 
Just as Ezekiel and Paul experience opposition and 
rejection in their ministry, so does Jesus. This Gospel 
passage tells us that it is the “hometown people” who 
reject him. This is a story of those who knew Jesus the 
most but understood him the least. They “wrote him 
off.” He is a “thorn in the flesh” to them. The 
hometown crowd could not believe that someone just 
like them could be the Messiah. Their small-
mindedness, lack of openness, lack of faith, and their 
preconceived beliefs, are all an obstacle to Jesus 
working miracles in their midst. As with Ezekiel and 
Paul, Jesus continues to faithfully proclaim God’s 
Word regardless of his rejection by the people.  (The 
mention of Jesus’ siblings could have been a reference 
to his cousins.) 
 
FAITH SHARING QUESTIONS 
 
1. Turn to the person next to you and share what verse 
in the Gospel caught your attention. Why?  
 
Share the next questions with the whole group. 
 
2. “Jesus came to his native place . . .” What was it 
like growing up in your native place? 
 
3. What causes people to be skeptical about 
Christianity and church? What causes people to close 
their minds to Jesus and his church? 
 
4. Have you experienced rejection because of your 
faith? If so, what was that experience like for you? 

5. What is one thing Jesus is saying to us in this 
Sunday’s gospel about how a disciple should speak or 
act? 
 
JOURNALING ON THE WORD  
(2 or 3 minutes) 
 
(Gather the group back together.) 
 
Facilitator: This section of your time together gives 
you the opportunity to express in writing further 
thoughts on the gospel. What is the gospel asking of 
you and how can you respond in prayer to the message 
of the gospel. 
  
In this time of journaling, go wherever the Spirit leads 
you. 
 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Consider sharing your response to this question with 
one other person. How can you name one way you can 
act on or respond to the message of this Sunday’s 
Gospel? 
 
Suggestions: If you know someone who is currently 
closing their mind and heart to Jesus, pray for them. If 
possible try to engage them in conversation.  
 
SHARE PRAYER RESPONSE TO GOD’S 
WORD 
 
Stand, form a circle and if comfortable, hold hands. 
See if you can share a prayer, however brief on the 
gospel you have just heard, discussed and journaled 
on. 
 
Facilitator:  Do not be afraid of long pauses. When all 
or some have shared a prayer on the gospel say:  
 
Let us now conclude with any personal prayers of 
petition (prayers for self) and intercession (prayers for 
others).  
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