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For groups using the Gospel Centered Format  
 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
July 15, 2018 B 

 
(Before starting, allow a few minutes for the members to exchange greetings, then call the group together to prayer.) 
 
Facilitator: Let us take a minute to consciously place ourselves in the presence of God and ask him to help us to hear 
the Word he wants us to hear this week. 
 
(Pause for a minute.) 
 
(Play a religious song if you are able to do so.) 
 
Opening prayer: Lord Jesus, we gather in your name to listen to your Word. You have called us and commissioned 
us to be your agents in the world. Help us to be faithful witnesses no matter what the cost. This we pray through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
(Prior to your meeting you are encouraged to read the first and second readings and the commentary on them. After 
the opening prayer, go to the section titled Proclamation of the Gospel, i.e., skip the first and second readings as 
well as the commentaries.) 
 
FIRST READING:  Amos 7:12-15 
 
Amos is a shepherd and a migrant worker in the 
southern Kingdom of Israel when God calls him to go 
to the northern Kingdom to preach the Word. He sets 
out and lands at Bethel, the King’s sanctuary. A man 
who minces no words, Amos roundly condemns the 
injustices and religious hypocrisy that are very 
prevalent in and around Bethel. His message is not one 
that the people would want to hear. 
 
In today’s reading, we have the local pastor running 
Amos out of town. “Off with you, visionary, flee to the 
land of Judah! Amaziah does not want this young 
upstart from the south coming to his parish and giving 
hell-fire-and-damnation sermons. He also assumes 
that Amos belongs to a group of false prophets who 
get paid for their ministry. So Amos lets Amaziah 
know that he belongs to no group of prophets. He was 
happy being a shepherd when God called him to go 
prophesy to those “Yankees” up north. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 85 
 
This psalm, among other things, is a proclamation of 
peace.  It describes what will happen when the people 
repent and turn back to God. 
 
SECOND READING:  Ephesians 1:3-14 
 
This week, we begin to hear the first of six passages 
from Ephesians. The first is a beautiful hymn that may 
have been used in a baptismal liturgy. It explains how 

a Christian is “blessed…chosen... destined…sealed.  
In Christ, we are called to become the loved children 
of God (vv 3-6). In Christ and through his blood, we 
have been forgiven and redeemed (vv 7-10). In Christ 
we have the hope of pledged inheritance. 
 
PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL 
 
Facilitator: As we listen to this gospel, let us listen 
with our heads for the content of the message.  
 
(A member of the group reads the gospel.) 
 
(After the reading pause . . .) 
 
Facilitator: In this second reading of the Gospel, let 
us listen with our heart to what Jesus is saying to us. 
Be aware of what draws us in and what part of the 
Gospel might be a challenge for you to embrace  
 
Facilitator: Let us now take a moment to quietly 
meditate on the Gospel text. 
 
GOSPEL COMMENTARY 
 
Facilitator: Let us now read quietly the gospel 
commentary. 
 
GOSPEL:  Mark 6:7-13 
 
Just as Amos was sent to the people of northern Israel, 
“the Twelve” (representing the New Israel) are sent 
out two by two to replicate the work of Jesus, namely, 
to heal, teach and cast out demons. They are to travel 
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light and believe that God will act through them, and 
they are to depend on the hospitality of others for food 
and lodging. If rejected (as Jesus was in last week’s 
Gospel), they are to “shake the dust off their feet”—a 
symbolic gesture which would have let the people 
know they were rejecting God’s Word. If welcomed, 
they should preach repentance. The passage ends on a 
joyful note:  evil is conquered and the sick anointed 
and healed. 
 
FAITH SHARING QUESTIONS 
 
1. Turn to the person next to you and share what verse 
in the Gospel caught your attention. Why?  
 
Share the next questions with the whole group. 
 
2. In today’s gospel, Jesus sends out missionaries, very 
ordinary people to do his work. All baptized and 
confirmed Catholics are missioned and anointed to do 
God’s work. Why do so few know and act on this?  
What about you, do you have a sense of being 
missioned by God? If so, what helped you to come to 
that sense? If not, what might be blocking you from 
having that sense? 
 
3. Can you recall one or more times when you felt God 
was using you? If you can, what was that experience? 
 
4. Jesus tells his disciples to travel light. Do you tend 
to travel light? Do you ever take stuff from your home 
to the local thrift store? 
 
5. What is one thing Jesus is saying to us in this 
Sunday’s gospel about how a disciple should speak or 
act? 
 
JOURNALING ON THE WORD  
(2 or 3 minutes) 
 
(Gather the group back together.) 
 
Facilitator: This section of your time together gives 
you the opportunity to express in writing further 
thoughts on the gospel. What is the gospel asking of 
you and how can you respond in prayer to the message 
of the gospel. 
  
In this time of journaling, go wherever the Spirit leads 
you. 
 
 
 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Consider sharing your response to this question with 
one other person. How can you name one way you can 
act on or respond to the message of this Sunday’s 
Gospel? 
 
Suggestions: Look in your house, especially your 
wardrobe and see what items you can give to a local 
thrift store. Be aware that you have been sent or 
missioned to share your faith with others. Pray for an 
opportunity to do this with at least one other person 
this week. 
 
SHARE PRAYER RESPONSE TO GOD’S 
WORD 
 
Stand, form a circle and if comfortable, hold hands. 
See if you can share a prayer, however brief on the 
gospel you have just heard, discussed and journaled 
on. 
 
Facilitator:  Do not be afraid of long pauses. When all 
or some have shared a prayer on the gospel say:  
 
Let us now conclude with any personal prayers of 
petition (prayers for self) and intercession (prayers for 
others).  
 

PRAYER FOR EVANGELIZATION 
 

God of truth, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

hear our prayer for those 
who do not know you 

so that your name maybe praised 
among all peoples of the world. 

Sustain and inspire your servants 
who bring them the Gospel. 

Bring fresh vigor to wavering faith; 
sustain our faith when it is still fragile. 

Renew our missionary zeal. 
Make us witnesses to your goodness, 
full of love, of strength, and of faith, 
for your glory and for the salvation 

of the world. 
Amen. 

Pope Paul IV 
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