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THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
October 28, 2018 B 

 
Facilitator:  Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God and ask Him to 
help us to hear the Word He wants us to hear this week. 
 
Pause for a moment and then play a religious song. 
 
Opening prayer:  God of Light, in today’s Gospel you restore sight and light to the blind man, Bartimaeus.  As we 
gather in your name, heal the blindness in our hearts.  Give us a clearer vision to see you and your ways.  Open our 
hearts now to hear your Word and help us to respond to it with generosity.  This we pray through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Response to last week’s Word:  Let us spend a few minutes sharing how the Word we heard God speak to us last 
week has unfolded in our lives during the week.  Did the Word impact your thinking and/or behavior?  Did change 
occur and how was it? 
 
Facilitator:  “The Lord has done great things for us” (Responsorial Psalm 126) sums up the sentiments of the first 
reading (exiles joyfully returning home) and the Gospel (blind man receives sight). In this eighth lesson on true 
discipleship, Jesus tells us that the true disciple is one who sees who Jesus is and follows him.  The second reading 
points to the superiority of Jesus’ priesthood. 
 
Let us listen to God’s Word to hear what it is He wants to say to us in these readings today.  As you hear a Word, 
you may want to write it down to remember.  
 
Read the assigned Scripture readings, pausing briefly after each one.  Consider going over the commentary after each 
reading if you have not done so prior to your meeting.  
 
FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 31:7-9 
 
There is great joy in the community on returning to 
their homeland after a long period of exile. The 
“remnant” is the name given to the small number of 
people who remain faithful to God during the time of 
exile. The joy of the exiles, and the blind being cared 
for, connect this reading to the Gospel where we meet 
a man full of joy after Jesus heals him of blindness. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 126 
 
This joyous psalm reflects the joy of the returning 
exiles: “Our mouths were filled with laughter and our 
tongues with rejoicing.” 
 
SECOND READING:  Hebrews 5:1-6 
 
One must possess two essential qualities to assume the 
responsibilities of the office of high priest.  He must 
be (1) called by God, and (2) able to empathize with 
the fragility of those he serves. Jesus, of course, was 
called and anointed by God.  Because he was fully 
human, he was able to empathize with the weaknesses 
and sufferings of others. 
 
PROCLAMATION GOSPEL:  Mark 10:46-52 

 

As we listen to this first reading of the Gospel, let us 
listen with our minds for the content. 

A participant reads the Gospel, 
then all pause to reflect. 

 

As we listen to this second reading of the Gospel, let 
us listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying to us. 
Be aware of what draws us in and what part of the 
Gospel might be a challenge to embrace. You may 
want to write down the Word you hear.  

A participant reads the Gospel again, 
then all pause to reflect. 

 
GOSPEL COMMENTARY:  Mark 10:46-52 
 

Let us now read the Gospel commentary privately. 
 
For several weeks, Jesus is on a journey to Jerusalem. 
As he travels, he acts as teacher, offering several 
lessons on the nature of true discipleship, and he 
speaks about his own identity and mission.  For the 
most part, his disciples and would-be disciples are 
blind and uncomprehending. They simply “do not 
see.”  But, finally, we encounter one who does see, 
namely, Bartimaeus. First, he shows that he recognizes 
the true nature of Jesus by calling him “Son of David,” 
a title reserved for the Messiah. After he receives his 



9 
 

physical sight, he becomes a follower of Jesus: “He 
started to follow Jesus up the road.” In contrast, the 
disciples do not know who Jesus is; they have not yet 
become true disciples. No doubt, it is Jesus’ hope that 
the presence of Bartimaeus (a new convert) in the 
midst of the disciples would help them to see who 
Jesus really is and also help them to become true 
disciples of Jesus, surrendering everything to follow 
him. 
 
Dianne Bergant, in her Commentary on the Lection-
ary, quotes Helen Keller: 
 

Helen Keller, who went blind and deaf at nineteen 
months, said:  “One day I asked a friend of mine who 
had just returned from a long walk in the woods what 
she had seen.  She replied, ‘Nothing in particular.’” 
    “How was this possible?” I asked myself, “when I, 
who cannot hear or see, find hundreds of things to 
interest me through mere touch. I feel the delicate 
shape and design of a leaf. I pass my hands lovingly 
over the rough bark of a pine tree. Occasionally, I 
place my hand quietly on a small tree, and if I’m lucky, 
feel the happy quiver of a bird in full song.” 
     “The greatest calamity that can befall people, is 
not that they should be born blind, but that they should 
have eyes, yet fail so see.” (p.88) 
 
FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 
1. Turn to the person next to you and share what verse 
in the Gospel caught your attention.  Why? 
 

Share the next questions in small groups 
of  2 or 3 or with the whole group. 

 
2. Can you think of something that your eyes of faith 
helped you to receive that you previously did not see? 
 
3. What is one of the great ‘eye-opening experiences’ 
that you have ever had? 
 
4. What is your general response to beggars? 
 
5. In the Gospel, Bartimaeus shows great persistence 
in the face of opposition. What kind of situations call 
for you to be persistent? Would you say you are a 
persistent person? 
 
6. What is the one thing Jesus is saying to us in this 
Sunday’s Gospel about how a disciple should speak or 

act? And what do you need to do or change to be a 
better disciple? 
 
JOURNALING: Having listened to the Word of God, 
let us now take some quiet moments to write down 
what is coming to us. What are you hearing God say 
to you? Your response will be what you bring to 
Eucharist on Sunday, asking Jesus to help you respond 
as He asks of you. Go wherever the Spirit leads you. 
 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Consider sharing with one other person how you can 
act on or respond to the message of this Sunday’s 
Gospel. Suggestions: Pray for those researching cures 
for blindness. Try to see every person with the 
compassionate eyes of Jesus.  Ask Jesus to help you 
see one blind spot in the way you live your life. 
 
SHARE PRAYER RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 
 
Share a prayer, however brief, on the Gospel you have 
just heard, discussed and journaled about. For 
example: Lord, help me to see where I am blind—
OR—Lord, when I want to grumble, help me to 
remember those less fortunate than myself. In other 
words, the prayer at this time should flow from the 
readings. (Consider standing in a circle and hold 
hands.) 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF PETITION 
AND INTERCESSION 
 

Let us now share personal prayers of petition (prayers 
for self) and intercession (prayers for others). 
 
Pray for those involved in finding a cure for blindness.  
Pray for those with no faith.  Pray for the virtue of 
perseverance. 
 
CONCLUDE WITH A SONG © 
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