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THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
November 11, 2018 B 

 
Facilitator:  Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God and ask Him to 
help us to hear the Word He wants us to hear this week. 
 

Pause for a moment and then play a religious song. 
 
Opening prayer:  Loving and gracious Lord, thank you for gathering us together.  Bless our time together and open 
our minds and hearts to hear the Word you want us to hear in this time of faith-sharing and fellowship.  This we pray 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Response to last week’s Word:  Let us spend a few minutes sharing how the Word we heard God speak to us last 
week has unfolded in our lives during the week.  Did the Word impact your thinking and/or behavior?  Did change 
occur and how was it? 
 
Facilitator:  This week’s readings are powerful examples of God at work in the word of his prophets. In this tenth 
lesson on the nature of true discipleship, we are told in the first reading and the Gospel that the true disciple is one 
who places his complete trust in God to provide for his needs. When it comes to sharing our financial resources, the 
true disciple is one who gives sacrificially—out of his/her needs and not out of his/her surplus. The second reading 
speaks of Jesus’ sacrifice which lasts forever.  
 
Let us listen to God’s Word to hear what it is He wants to say to us in these readings today.  As you hear a Word, 
you may want to write it down to remember.   
 
Read the assigned Scripture readings, pausing briefly after each one.  Consider going over the commentary after each 
reading if you have not done so prior to your meeting.  
 
FIRST READING:  1Kings 17:10-16 
 
There are several themes or stories in this reading. One 
story tells of the hospitality of a destitute widow who 
shares from the little she has. Generous with her 
limited resources, she receives a promise that God will 
care for her in her time of need. 
 
The other story is about the power of God at work in 
the word of his prophet. The pagan widow of 
Zarephath is doubly disadvantaged. When her husband 
dies, her rights die with him. And now there is a 
famine brought on by a severe drought.  Despite the 
difficulty of her situation, she offers hospitality to 
God’s prophet even if her giving means that she and 
her son will go without. The prophet then invites the 
widow to place her trust in God’s providential care. 
When she gives from the little she has, God rewards 
her with an abundance of oil and flour. The prophet’s 
word proves to be very effective. In a time of drought, 
God provides for what is lacking. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 146 
 
Praise dominates this psalm which was often sung 
during morning prayers in the synagogue. The very 
God who made the heavens and the earth also cares 

enough to give a healing touch to the hungry, the blind, 
the widowed and the oppressed. 
 
SECOND READING:  Hebrews 9:24-28 
 
The author of Hebrews continues to contrast the 
priesthood of Christ with the Levitical priesthood. On 
the Day of Atonement, the high priest of the tribe of 
Levi enters a sanctuary made by human hands to offer 
the blood of animals for the sins of the people. He 
performs this ritual act each year for the sins of the 
people. 
 
In contrast to the high priest, Jesus enters a sanctuary 
not made by human hands; rather, he enters ‘heaven 
itself.’ Moreover, it is not the blood of animals that 
Jesus offers, but his own blood. Finally, there is no 
need for Jesus to repeat his sacrifice for he was 
“offered once to take away the sins of many.” 
 
PROCLAMATION GOSPEL: Mark 12:38-44 
 
As we listen to this first reading of the Gospel, let us 
listen with our minds for the content. 

A participant reads the Gospel, 
then all pause to reflect. 
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As we listen to this second reading of the Gospel, let 
us listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying to us. 
Be aware of what draws us in and what part of the 
Gospel might be a challenge to embrace. You may 
want to write down the Word you hear.  

A participant reads the Gospel again, 
then all pause to reflect. 

 
GOSPEL COMMENTARY:  Mark 12:38-44 
 

Let us now read the Gospel commentary privately. 
 
Jesus differentiates the false religious spirit with the 
true one.  He does not condemn scribes who are the 
religious professionals, but he roundly denounces the 
ones who misuse their authority. He rebukes them for 
(1) their hunger for prominence, (2) their desire for 
deference, and (3) their propensity to use their position 
for self-gain and self-advancement. 
 
In stark difference to these false disciples, there is the 
poor widow who seeks no attention and is a wonderful 
example of sacrificial giving.  Mark tells us that Jesus 
wants to make sure that his disciples notice the 
generosity of the poor widow: “Jesus calls his 
disciples to himself. ‘Look, she has given more than all 
the rest. For they all contributed from their surplus 
wealth while she gave from her poverty.’” Jesus is not 
telling us to bankrupt ourselves and put all our money 
in the next collection. But he is  holding up the poor 
widow as a symbol of faithful discipleship, an example 
of one who has radical trust in God to care for all her 
needs. The sacrificial giving spirit of the poor widow 
also symbolizes Jesus who sacrificed all for us. In 
today’s lesson on true discipleship, Jesus tells us that 
true disciples never seek to draw attention to 
themselves.  Rather, they are known for their spirit of 
sacrificial giving to God and others. 
 
FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 
1. Turn to the person next to you and share what verse 
in the Gospel caught your attention. Why? 
 

Share the next questions in small groups 
of  2 or 3 or with the whole group. 

 
2. Placing one’s total trust in God is very hard for the 
vast majority of us. What has helped or currently helps 
you to be trustful in difficult situations? 
 
3. In the Gospel, Jesus condemns the Pharisees for 
seeking to take places of honor and draw attention to 

themselves. What can help us to do good without 
seeking attention or applause? 
 
4. What helps you to be a good steward of your time, 
treasure and talent? 
 
5. What is the one thing Jesus is saying to us in this 
Sunday’s Gospel about how a disciple should speak or 
act? And what do you need to do or change to be a 
better disciple? 
 
JOURNALING: Having listened to the Word of God, 
let us now take some quiet moments to write down 
what is coming to us. What are you hearing God say 
to you? Your response will be what you bring to 
Eucharist on Sunday, asking Jesus to help you respond 
as He asks of you. Go wherever the Spirit leads you. 
 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Consider sharing with one other person how you can 
act on or respond to the message of this Sunday’s 
Gospel.  Suggestions: Look into your heart and see if 
you seek recognition for your good deeds. Do an 
inventory of your giving when it comes to time, 
treasure and talent. Do God, the Church, and the wider 
community merely receive your leftovers or do they 
receive from your substance? 
 
SHARE PRAYER RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 
 
Share a prayer, however brief, on the Gospel you have 
just heard, discussed and journaled about. For 
example: Lord, help me to look only at my own giving 
and not compare with others—OR—Lord, when I 
want to grumble at my own wants, help me to give 
sacrificially like the widow. In other words, the prayer 
at this time should flow from the readings. (Consider 
standing in a circle and hold hands.) 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYER OF PETITION 
AND INTERCESSION 
 

Let us now share personal prayers of petition (prayers 
for self) and intercession (prayers for others). 
 
Pray especially for a spirit of generosity and for the 
faith to place your total life in God’s hands. Pray for 
the souls in purgatory.  
 
CONCLUDE WITH A SONG © 
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