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THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
January 21, 2018 Cycle B 

 
Opening prayer:  God, our loving Father, we gather in your name to share your holy Word. May your Spirit 
break open for us the true meaning of the Word we share. May your Spirit bind us together so that we may 
become a praying and loving small church family. Above all, help us to become doers of your Word.  We make 
our prayer through your Son, Jesus.  Amen. 

Sharing life:  What are you most and least grateful for this past week? 

Facilitator reads focus statement:  This week, the Church places before us readings that are filled with a sense of 
urgency with regard to the call to conversion. In the Gospel, Jesus calls his contemporaries to conversion. In the 
first reading, the Ninevites surprisingly respond to Jonah’s message of conversion.  In the second reading, Paul 
encourages the Corinthians to make the best of the time that they have by conforming their lives to Christ. 

Consider reading the commentary before or after each Scripture reading. 
 
FIRST READING:  Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
 
The purpose of the book of Jonah written after the 
Israelites had returned from exile, was to teach the 
people that God loved all people, even Israel’s 
greatest enemies. 
 
Earlier in the book, Jonah ran away from God when 
he was asked to go to the city of Nineveh to preach a 
message of repentance. After spending three days in 
the belly of a whale, Jonah finally obeys God’s call 
and goes to Nineveh. To Jonah’s utter surprise, the 
Ninevites from the King down to the lowest person 
all respond immediately to Jonah’s call to 
repentance. This response of an evil people to 
Jonah’s preaching is an example of the 
transformative power of the word of God. 
 
The final verse of today’s reading which says that 
“God repented of the evil he had threatened to carry 
out” is an example of anthropomorphic language. 
The author speaks of God as if he were a human 
being. 
 
For this Sunday’s Mass, the Jonah reading is used to 
teach the kind of repentance that Jesus is calling 
people to as he begins his public ministry.  
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 25 
 
This psalm stresses the rightness of God’s ways, 
which, if followed, lead us to life. 
 
SECOND READING:  1Corinthians 7:29-31 
 
There is a sense of urgency in this reading as there is 
in the first and third readings. Paul believes Jesus’ 
Second Coming is imminent so he sets out to show 

his readers how to live in a world that is transitory. 
In light of the fact that the world will soon be 
coming to an end, it is foolish to treat as permanent 
that which is transitory. Paul is not suggesting that 
people sit around and do nothing but that their 
primary focus should be on “higher things”—that 
they should use their time to conform their lives to 
Christ. 
 
GOSPEL:  Mark 1:14-20 
 
This Sunday, we return to Mark’s Gospel. The 
mention of John the Baptist’s arrest signals that the 
reign of God would not be established without 
sacrifice and that following Jesus could be 
dangerous. 
 
Then the gospel recounts two stories of calls to 
discipleship. First, Jesus calls Simon and his brother 
Andrew. A little later Jesus calls James and his 
brother John. All four immediately leave what they 
are doing to follow Jesus. Both stories were used in 
the early church to convey the radical and 
wholehearted response that is necessary in order to 
become a disciple of Jesus. Nothing on earth, not 
family ties or earning a living should be allowed to 
get in the way of one’s relationship with Christ. The 
call of Jesus leads to a total conversion of one’s 
heart and life. 
 
Then the gospel states that discipleship leads to 
mission: “Come after me and I will make you fishers 
of men.” They were called to become disciples and 
make disciples. So it is with us: we are called to 
radical conversion to Christ and called to lead others 
to Christ. 
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FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 
1. What verse or part of the Gospel drew you or 
caught your attention? Why? 
 
2. The Israelites hated the Ninevites because they 
conquered ten of the Northern tribes and took many 
of them into slavery. What groups, tribe or nation 
might you hate and why? What might help you to 
begin to love an archenemy? 
 
3. In the second reading, Paul says “The world in its 
present form is passing away.” Recently, a large 
part of many people’s world passed away due to 
hurricanes, earthquakes, fires and gun violence. 
What, if any part of your world might be passing 
away at this time? What can help you or others to 
deal with such a new normal? 
 
4. “Follow me and I will make you fishers of 
people.” True discipleship should lead to mission, to 
catching others for Christ. Where are you when it 
comes to living this part of the Christian life? If you 
are becoming an evangelist for Christ, what is 
helping this to happen? If not, what one step can you 
take to make you a ‘fisher of people’? 
 
5. What is Jesus saying to you in the gospel about 
how a Christian disciple should act? 
 
 
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
Name one way you can act on today’s readings. 
Suggestion: Try to be awake and aware to what 
Jesus might be calling you to leave behind, so that 
you can give yourself more fully to him. 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF PETITION 
AND INTERCESSION 
 
Especially pray that God show you how your life 
still needs conversion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the Date!! 
Saturday, March 10, 2018  
Annual Day of Reflection 

by the Space Coast Alliance of  
Small Christian Communities with  

Father Dave Pivonka, TOR,  
The Wild Goose Is Loose! 
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