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THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
October 27, 2019 C 

 
Facilitator:  Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God and ask him to help us 
to hear the Word he wants us to hear this week. 
 

Pause for a moment and then play a religious song. 
 

Opening prayer:  Thank you, good and caring God, for gathering us together once more to share life and your Word. 
May our prayer and sharing help us to grow in sensitivity and responsiveness to those in need of our compassion.  Amen. 
 

Response to last week’s Word:  [Facilitator briefly recalls last week’s Gospel.]  Let us spend a few minutes sharing 
how the Word we heard God speak to us last week has unfolded in our lives during the week.   
 

Facilitator: The first and third readings tell us that the Lord hears the cry of the poor and the humble person. In the 
second reading, Paul reflects on how the Lord has been his defender in tough times. 
 

Let us listen to God’s Word to hear what it is he wants to say to us in these readings today. As you hear a word, you may 
want to underline it or write it down to remember.  
 

Read the first reading, the psalm and the second reading, pausing briefly after each one. 
 
FIRST READING:  Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18 
 
While “God has no favorites,” he does have a special 
place in his heart for the prayer of the poor and the 
oppressed. “The prayer of the lowly pierces the clouds.” 
The “lowly” is one who knows his need for God (e.g., 
the tax collector in today’s Gospel) in contrast to one 
who is arrogant and egotistical (the Pharisee in today’s 
Gospel).  In a male-dominated society such as Israel, 
widows and orphans are especially vulnerable, and God 
is keenly responsive to them. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 34 
 
This is a psalm of thanksgiving highlighting God’s 
presence to the poor in their affliction. 
 
SECOND READING:  2Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
 
Paul is aware that his days on earth are numbered. He 
does not resent it, but neither does he run toward it 
eagerly.  He faces it with calm resignation that springs 
from deep faith.  He uses athletic imagery to speak of 
his fidelity to God.  He has “fought the good fight,” he 
has “finished the race,” he has “kept the faith.” Like 
Jesus, in his time of need, all his friends abandon him.  
But God does not fail him.  God stands by his side 
offering him strength. 
 
PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL:   Luke 18:9-14 
 

As we listen to this first reading of the Gospel, let us 
listen with our minds for the content. 
 

A participant reads the Gospel,  
then all pause to reflect. 

 

As we listen to this second reading of the Gospel, let us 
listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying to us.  Be 
aware of what draws us in and what part of the Gospel 
might be a challenge to embrace. You may want to 
underline or write down the word you hear. 
 
GOSPEL:  Luke 18:9-14 
 
Today’s parable (only found in Luke) features two men 
in prayer. The Pharisee belongs to a group within 
Judaism who pride themselves on their fidelity to the 
Law. This particular Pharisee has several good qualities: 
he prays, fasts twice a week, tithes, and is honest.  (What 
Pastor wouldn’t like him?)  In contrast, the tax collector 
is a “bad egg.” He is a participant in a very corrupt 
system that cheats his own people. Politically, he is a 
traitor and, religiously, he is unclean.  Plain and simple, 
the guy is detestable on all counts. He is the kind of 
unsavory character that respectable people will not have 
in their company.  There is no doubt as to which of these 
men live a righteous life. 
 
So the Pharisee and the tax collector go off to pray in the 
Temple. When they finish praying, Jesus says that God 
is pleased with the tax collector’s prayer but frowns on 
the Pharisee’s prayer.  How come? 
 
First, the Pharisee’s thanking God that he is not like 
everyone else is not a genuine prayer but rather a 
commendation of his own goodness.  He replaces praise 
of God with self-congratulation.   
 
Second, he elevates himself by putting down the other 
person, an absolute no-no for Jesus’ disciples.  And for 
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that, he gets a D-.  In judging and condemning the other, 
the Pharisee has judged and condemned himself.  
 
Third, he has no sense of his own sinfulness or need 
before God.  He pretty much gives himself all the credit 
for his own goodness.  Even though he may be living a 
righteous life, he is misguided in his approach to God 
and in his way of praying.  
 
Fourth, in thanking God that he is not like the rest, he 
separates himself from sinful humanity. True prayer 
brings us closer not only to God but also to wounded 
humanity. 
 
What is good about the tax collector’s prayer?  Why 
does he get an A+ for his approach to God? 
 
First, his humility, as expressed in his prayer, makes him 
pleasing to God. “He who humbles himself will be 
exalted.” Sirach says: “The prayer of the lowly (humble) 
person pierces the clouds.” 
 
Second, he is deeply aware of his sinfulness before God. 
“Lord, be merciful to me, a sinner.” He goes home 
justified because of his humble approach to God and his 
sense of his need for God. 
 
If we want to go home justified, we should live like the 
Pharisee (is honest and faithful, fasts, and tithes 
generously), and pray like the tax collector (who is 
deeply aware of his need for God’s mercy). 
 
FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 

1. Turn to the person next to you and share what word/s 
or image/s in the readings caught your attention?  Did 
they comfort or challenge you or touch you in some 
way?  
 

The facilitator can decide which is more helpful: to 
share the next questions with the whole group, or to 
share in smaller groups of three or four. 
 
2. “Humbition” is a term used in the business world to 
describe people who work at balancing humility with 
ambition. How can we as disciples of Jesus balance 
“competing well” (like Paul), striving to be the best we 
can be and, at the same time, remaining humble about 
our accomplishments? 
 
3. Why do we sometimes try to make ourselves look 
good by casting another in a poor light?  What drives 
this tendency in us?  What can help us to overcome it? 
 
4. How do we keep a true balance between having a 
healthy sense of self and, at the same time, being ever 
aware that before God, we are sinners? 

5. Name one thing today’s Gospel says to us that we 
disciples of Jesus need to heed and act on. 
 
JOURNALING.  Having listened to God’s Word and 
listened to others’ reflections on it, take a quiet moment 
to reflect on what you are hearing God say to you. Your 
response will be what you bring to Eucharist on Sunday, 
asking Jesus to help you respond as he asks of you. 
When ready, jot down your reflections. 
 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Share with the person next to you one way you can act 
on this week’s readings. Suggestion: Practice 
‘humbition,’ that is, be the best you can be while 
remaining humble. 
 
PRAYING WITH THE WORD 
 
FACILITATOR: Let us now pause to see how 
something(s) said in the reading might lead us into 
shared prayer. Suggestion: “Jesus, meek and humble of 
heart, make my heart like unto thine.” 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, 
PETITION AND INTERCESSION 
 
Facilitator: Let us now conclude with prayers of 
thanksgiving, petition and intercession. What are we 
grateful for?  For what and for whom do we wish to 
pray? 
 
CLOSING PRAYER (together) 
 

Just and faithful God, 
open my eyes to see you present 

in the cries of all my sisters and brothers, 
but especially those of the widow, 

the orphan, the oppressed, and the poor. 
Make me more aware of how you respond to my needs 

so that I might respond in kind to the needs of all. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Our Space Coast Alliance 
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