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THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
November 3, 2019 C 

 
Facilitator:  Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God and ask him to help us 
to hear the Word he wants us to hear this week. 
 

Pause for a moment and then play a religious song. 
 

Opening prayer:  Loving and merciful God, thank you for gathering us together to share life in the context of your 
Eternal Word.  Today, your Word speaks to us about your wondrous mercy.  Help each of us to internalize this message 
in the deepest core of our being, and to share it with all who have offended us.  This we pray through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Response to last week’s Word:  [Facilitator briefly recalls last week’s Gospel.]  Let us spend a few minutes sharing 
how the Word we heard God speak to us last week has unfolded in our lives during the week.   
 

Facilitator: The first reading speaks of God’s mercy toward the sinner, of which the Gospel offers a practical example. 
In the second reading, Paul urges the Thessalonians to be worthy of God’s calling by cooperating with his saving grace. 
 

Let us listen to God’s Word to hear what it is he wants to say to us in these readings today. As you hear a word, you may 
want to underline it or write it down to remember.  
 

Read the first reading, the psalm and the second reading, pausing briefly after each one. 
 
FIRST READING:  Wisdom 11:22-12:2 
 
The Book of Wisdom is the last book of the Old 
Testament to be written. Today’s reading is a beautiful 
reflection on how our divine Creator is intimately 
involved with every aspect of his creation, even though 
it is only a tiny grain in contrast to his immensity. The 
Creator loves all that he has created and is rich in mercy 
to all who have sinned. God’s whole desire is not to 
condemn the sinner but to gradually draw him/her to 
repentance. “God rebukes offenders little by little … 
reminding them of the sins they are committing that they 
may abandon their wickedness and return to the Lord.” 
This reading prepares us to listen to a practical 
illustration of God’s mercy at work in the story of 
Zacchaeus. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 145 
 
The Lord’s anger is far outweighed by his patient 
forbearance and covenant fidelity. 
 
SECOND READING:  2Thessalonians 1:11, 2:2 
 
Our second reading for the next three Sundays will be 
from Paul’s Second Letter to the Thessalonians. In this 
letter, Paul is writing to a community which is having 
some erroneous views on the Second Coming of Jesus. 
Paul urges them not to be preoccupied with the Day of 
the Lord’s Coming, but to strive by cooperating with 
God’s grace to be “worthy of their calling,” which 
would be the best way to prepare themselves for that 
Day.  In other words, “The call of God, received in and 

by grace, must be accepted and assimilated, professed 
in faith and translated into a living witness to Christ and 
loving service of others” (Patricia Sanchez).  Zacchaeus, 
in today’s Gospel, is a good example of someone 
responding to God’s grace. 
 
PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL:   Luke 19:1-10 
 
As we listen to this first reading of the Gospel, let us 
listen with our minds for the content. 
 

A participant reads the Gospel,  
then all pause to reflect. 

 

As we listen to this second reading of the Gospel, let us 
listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying to us. Be 
aware of what draws us in and what part of the Gospel 
might be a challenge to embrace. You may want to 
underline or write down the word you hear. 
 
GOSPEL:  Luke 19:1-10 
 
This section of Luke’s Gospel is sometimes called “the 
Gospel of the outcast” because it has several accounts 
of Jesus reaching out to the outcast: lepers, blind, 
beggars, and the tax collector in the Temple. And in 
today’s Gospel, he connects with Zacchaeus. This story 
is also one of Jesus reaching out to a rich man because 
“nothing is impossible with God.”  Zacchaeus, as the 
chief tax collector for the Romans, is likely despised by 
his fellow Jews for being part of a very corrupt system 
which hurts his own people. Yet Jesus offers salvation 
to this man.  How come?  Because Zacchaeus opens his 
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heart to Jesus and responds to him.  By climbing up the 
tree to get a glimpse of Jesus, he is running the risk of 
becoming the laughing stock of the town. But he wants 
very much to see this man Jesus who, he has heard, “ate 
with sinners and tax collectors.” When Jesus sees him, 
he reaches out to him. Jesus does not ask for a 
confession but instead tells Zacchaeus of his plan to 
come to his house today. Zacchaeus is elated. His 
conversion is authenticated by his willingness to reach 
out to the poor by sharing his wealth with them. This is 
faith-bearing fruit in action. 
 

The Scripture scholar, Fr. Joseph Fizmeyer, has another 
interpretation of this story. He does not think that 
Zacchaeus said, “I shall start giving…” but rather, “I 
give…”―denoting that this is presently his practice.  
Zacchaeus is thus defending himself before Jesus.  “He 
stood his ground.” In this interpretation, the story is not 
about Zacchaeus’ conversion but about Jesus reaching 
out to a religious and just man who nevertheless is an 
outcast and shunned by society.  
 

Against the above interpretation, the following can be 
said. Nothing in the text says anything about Zacchaeus’ 
private life (he may or may not have been giving money 
to the poor) and we do know that he is a prominent 
official in a very corrupt system. Fred Craddock writes: 
“No one can be privately righteous while participating 
in and profiting from a program that robs and crushes 
other persons.” 
 
FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 

1. Turn to the person next to you and share what word/s 
or image/s in the readings caught your attention?  Did 
they comfort or challenge you or touch you in some 
way?  
 

The facilitator can decide which is more helpful: to 
share the next questions with the whole group, or to 
share in smaller groups of three or four. 
 

2. In the second reading, Paul exhorts the Thessalonians 
to try, with the grace of God, to be “worthy of God’s 
calling in their lives.” In your opinion, what does this 
involve? 
 

3. In climbing up a tree to see Jesus, Zacchaeus was 
stretching himself.  Lots of people may have laughed at 
him.  What would be a spiritually stretching exercise for 
you to grow in your relationship with Jesus? 
 

4. Do you think that we often tend to harshly judge 
individuals simply because they happen to belong to a 
certain group or race, or work in a particular profession? 
What are examples of such groups and professions 
today? 

5. Name one thing today’s Gospel says to us that we 
disciples of Jesus need to heed and act on. 
 
JOURNALING.  Having listened to God’s Word and 
listened to others’ reflections on it, take a quiet moment 
to reflect on what you are hearing God say to you. Your 
response will be what you bring to Eucharist on Sunday, 
asking Jesus to help you respond as he asks of you. 
When ready, jot down your reflections. 
 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

Share with the person next to you one way you can act 
on this week’s readings. Suggestions:  If burdened with 
sin, meditate on Jesus’ outreach to one who may have 
been a very corrupt public official. Reread the second 
reading, then with the grace of God, seek to be worthy 
of your awesome calling as a child of God and a disciple 
of Jesus. 
 
PRAYING WITH THE WORD 
 

FACILITATOR: Let us now pause to see how 
something(s) said in the reading might lead us into 
shared prayer. Suggestion:  Jesus, Zacchaeus put him-
self out there so he could see you. You responded by 
going to his house. Help me not to be afraid to go 
outside my comfort zone as I seek to draw closer to 
you.” 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, 
PETITION AND INTERCESSION 
 
Facilitator: Let us now conclude with prayers of 
thanksgiving, petition and intercession. What are we 
grateful for?  For what and for whom do we wish to 
pray? 
 
CLOSING PRAYER (together) 
 

Give us pure spirit so we can see you, 
A humble sprit so we can hear you, 
A loving spirit so we can serve you, 

A believing spirit so we can live with you. 
Amen. 

 
SAVE THE DATE! 

 

Our Space Coast Alliance 
of Small Christian Communities 

Annual Day of Reflection 
Saturday, January 25, 2020 

8:00am – 3:00pm 
St. John the Evangelist Catholic Community 

Viera, Florida 


