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 Mieszko I, first ruler of  a unified Polish state, 
converts to Christianity and the “Baptism of  Poland” 
ensues (966)
 Pagans in Poland reacted violently, especially so 

during a rebellion 1035-1037
 Catholicism became the dominant religion of  

Poland by the end of  the 12th century

 Kingdom of  Hungary was Christianized from 970 to 
1038

 Christianization of  the Kievan Rus’ began in the 8th

century but was largely unsuccessful until the 10th

century with the baptism of  Vladimir the Great in 
980
 By the beginning of  the 11th century, most of  the 

Slavic world was Eastern Orthodox

 Scandinavia was the last portion of  Europe to be 
Christianized, gradually over the 9th through 12th

centuries, but pockets of  paganism persist to this 
day
 King Olav Tryggvason tried to Christianize Norway, 

building the first church there in 995, his death at 
the Battle of  Svolder in 1000 slowed the process

Christianization of  Poland. A.D. 
966 by Jan Matejko, 1888/9, 

Museum Narodowe, Warsaw

The Baptism of  Kievans, a 

painting by Klavdiy Lebedev, 

c.1916
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 John VIII (14 Dec 872 – 16 Dec 882)
 First pope to be assassinated

 Formosus (6 Oct 891 – 4 April 896)
 Postumously tried and ritually executed

at the “Cadaver Synod” held by Stephen
VI (22 May 896 – 14 Aug 897)

 Cadaver Synod was so scandalous that even Formosus’ enemies 
protested to the point where Rome rebelled and Stephen was killed

 Saeculum Obscurum (904 to 964)
 From the installation of  Sergius III to death of  John XII

 Popes heavily influenced by a powerful and corrupt noble family, 
the Theophylacti, who held many roles in Roman government and 
controlled the County of  Tusculum

 Even after the end of  this period, the family continued to have 
family members as Pope (or Antipope) until 1059

 Ended when Emperor Otto I intervened and installed his own 
candidate, Leo VIII (Antipope since 963, legitimate until 965)

 John XV (20 Aug 985 – 1 April 996)
 First pope to canonize a saint

Jean-Paul Laurens, Le Pape Formose et 
Étienne VII ,1870
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 Gregory V (3 May 996 – 18 Feb 999)
 Fifth pope (after John II, John III, John XII, and John XIV) to 

take a different regnal name than his personal name
 Since this time, all popes have selected a regnal name 

(sometimes still their personal name)

 “Council” of  Sutri (December 1046)
 HRE Henry III intervened in a papal succession conflict 

between rival claimants Benedict IX, Sylvester III, and 
Gregory VI

 Henry deposed all of  them and installed his own candidate, 
Clement II, who crowned Henry III and his queen

 After Clement’s death, Benedict claimed the papacy again, 
eventually deposed and excommunicated

 St Leo IX (12 February 1049 – 19 April 1054)
 Leo and  Patriarch of  Constantinople Michael I Cerularius

mutually excommunicated each other to begin the Great 
Schism

 The anathematizations were rescinded by Pope Paul VI and 
Patriarch Athenagoras in 1965
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 Nicholas II (6 December 1058 – 27 July 1061)
 In nominee Domini declares the College of  Cardinals to be 

the sole body of  papal electors

 Alexander II (30 September 1061 – 21 April 1073)
 Authorized the Norman Conquest of  England, giving a papal 

banner to Duke William of  Normandy

 St Gregory VII (22 April 1073 – 25 May 1085)
 Initiated Gregorian Reforms against simony, regulating 

clerical marriage (celibacy for priests and above), banned 
certain degrees of  affinity and consanguinity for all 
marriages, got involved with Investiture Controversy, 
restricted use of  “Papa” to Bishop of  Rome

 Affirmed Pope’s authority as absolute head of  the church, 
with the power to depose secular rulers

 Blessed Urban II (12 March 1088 – 29 July 1099)
 Preached the First Crusade

 Honorius II (21 December 1124 – 13 Feb 1130)
 Authorized formation of  Knights Templar
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 Innocent III (8 January 1198 – 16 July 1216)
 Convened 4th Lateran Council
 Called for the Fourth Crusade, but distanced himself  from it 

and called for excommunication of  participants when it became 
clear they were going to attack Constantinople and other 
Christian cities instead of  focusing on the Holy Land

 Urban IV (29 August 1261 – 2 Oct 1264)
 Instituted Feast of  Corpus Christi

 John XXI (8 September 1276 – 20 May 1277)
 Skipped the number 20 because he thought that there had 

been an error in counting the number of  Johns prior to his time

 Sede vacante Interregnum (4 April 1292 – 5 July 1294)
 Deadlock in papal election following death of  Nicholas IV led to 

no pope until compromise election of  St Celestine V
 Celestine (who had founded the Celestine branch of  the 

Benedictine order) didn’t want to be pope and became one of  
the few Popes to voluntarily abdicate

 Wanted to return to monastic life but next Pope, Boniface VIII, 
would not permit it – historians disagree whether Celestine was 
murdered
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 Clement V (5 June 1305 – 20 April 1314)

 Moved the Papacy from Rome to Avignon

 Initiated persecution of  Knights Templar at the 

behest of  King Philip IV of  France

 Another 2-year interregnum followed his death

 Gregory XI (30 December 1370 – 27 March 1378)

 Returned the Papacy from Avignon to Rome

 Western Schism occurred following his death over 

who would succeed him as Pope
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 St. Anselm of  Centerbury

 Born c. 1033 AD (Aosta, Italy)

 Died 21 April 1109 (Canterbury, England)

 Born into a Lombard noble family relating to the ruling

family of  Burgundy

 Wanted to become a monk at 15 but father wouldn’t

let him – lived a somewhat carefree life until age 26,

eventually being reattracted to the monastic life;

following his father’s death (after his father had also

entered a convent), he joined the Benedictine abbey

at Bec where Lanfranc of  Pavia was prior

 Elected abbot at 30 when Lanfranc sent to Caen

 Transformed Bec into the premier center of  learning in Europe with his 

writing and effective administration

 In 1093, became Archbishop of  Canterbury after that see was vacant for a 

time (had also been Lanfrac’s)

 As Archbishop, as he had previously done as Abbot, protected the rights of  

the church to be independent from interference by secular rulership, 

involving him deeply in the Investiture Controversy in England and leading to 

two periods of  exile

The seal of  Anselm 

of  Canterbury
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 Peter Abelard
 Born c. 1079 AD (Le Pallet, France)

 Died 21 April 1142 (Abbey of  Saint-Marcel, France)

 The Chambers Biographical Dictionary describes
him as "the keenest thinker and boldest theologian
of  the 12th Century“

 Son of  a knight, pursued an academic career

 Traveled widely across France, studying,  and
debating, eventually settling at the cathedral school
of  Notre-Dame de Paris

 Eventually became master of  Notre Dame and a
canon of  the cathedral of  Sens

 Sought after as a teacher and tutor; had an affair
with one of  his students, Héloïse d'Argenteuil, that
produced a son she named Astrolabe
 They initially tried to marry secretly, but a big scandal ensued

 Héloïse’s family attacked and castrated Abelard and forced her to become a nun

 They continued a correspondence for the rest of  their lives

 Abelard produced a number of  key theological and philosophical works, as 
well as music
 One work on the Trinity was deemed heretical, and was personally compelled to burn it

 Reconciled and returned to Cluny as revered scholar rather than a condemned heretic

 One of  the earliest founders of  Humanism

From an old edition 

of  a collection of  

Abelard's works
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 St. Bernard of  Clairvaux
 Born c. 1090 AD (LeFontaine-lès-Dijon, France)

 Died 20 August 1153 (Clairvaux, France)

 3rd child of  prominent Burgundian nobles, Bernard
was destined from an early age for an academic
career, eventually joining a Cistercian monastery at
Cîteaux at age 22

 After 3 years as a monk, was sent with 11 other
monks to Vallée d'Absinthe to found a new monastic
community – this became Claire Vallée, or Clairvaux,
where he was abbot for 13 years

 Participated in Council of  Troyes in 1128 as secretary
for the council, and after leading the Synod of  Étampes
called by King Louis VI to resolve the Papal election of
1130, became involved in the Papal curia on special
missions for the Pope and various bishops, particularly as a traveling 
preacher to combat heresies (he was instrumenting in labeling Peter 
Abelard as a heretic and summoning Abelard to defend himself)

 Following the fall of  Edessa in 1144, was called upon to preach the Second 
Crusade – lived his twilight years saddened by the failure of  this Crusade

 Theological writings very influential
 However, he (among others) denied the doctrine of  the Immaculate Conception

 A number of  early Protestants later used his writings to justify their positions

St Bernard in "A Short 

History of  Monks and 

Monasteries" by Alfred 

Wesley Wishart (1900)
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 St. Thomas Aquinas
 Born c. 1225 AD (Lazio, Italy)

 Died 7 March 1274 (Lazio, Italy)

 Born to a noble family in the Kingdom of  Sicily, 
educated at Benedictine monastery of  Monte 
Cassino where his uncle was abbot

 Decided at 19 to become a Dominican, greatly 
distressing his family, who kept him under 
house arrest and attempted to dissuade him 
until he “escaped” with help from his mother

 Educated at University of  Paris under Albertus 
Magnus

 Declined offer of  Pope Innocent IV to make him 
Abbot at Monte Cassino (as a Dominican) in 
order to continue studying 

 Other students thought him slow because he 
was quiet, but Albertus said of  him, "You call 
him the dumb ox, but in his teaching he will one 
day produce such a bellowing that it will be 
heard throughout the world.“

 Wrote liturgies and hymns as well as theology

Altarpiece by Carlo Crivelli

Ascoli Piceno, Italy,

(15th century)
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 St. Thomas Aquinas
 Born c. 1225 AD (Lazio, Italy)
 Died 7 March 1274 (Lazio, Italy)
 Wrote several important commentaries on 

Aristotle
 Rejected the concept of  “double truths” that 

permitted philosophy and theology to arrive at 
different conclusions and both still be true –
believed that there could be no conflict between 
Faith and Reason

 His Summa theologiae is considered one of  the 
most important and influential works of  Western 
literature – intended as an instructional guide for 
seminarians and theology students

 Briefly condemned in 1270 and 1277 his 
interrelating classical philosophy and theology 
and for creating a logical proof  of  God’s existence 
– the Bishop of  Paris felt that God’s omnipotence 
transcended logic
 Defended by Albertus Magnus and others and 

exonorated

 As a result of  the publicity, his fame grew

 Canonized 50 years after his death and 
proclaimed a Doctor of  the Church in 1567 with 
his feast day ranked in prominence equivalent to 
Ambrose, Augustine of  Hippo, Jerome, and 
Gregory

Altarpiece by Carlo Crivelli

Ascoli Piceno, Italy,

(15th century)
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 St. Bonaventure (1221 – 15 July 1274)
 Known as Doctor Seraphicus, an early leader

of  the Franciscan Order of  Friars Minor – his 
leadership made the Franciscans the most
prominent Order until the coming of  the Jesuits

 Instrumental in the election of  Pope Gregory X, who 
asked him to lead the 2nd Council of  Lyon in 1274

 Albertus Magnus (1193 – 15 November 1280)
 Scientist, philosopher, astrologer, theologian, spiritual 

writer, ecumenist, and diplomat known, even during his 
lifetime, as Doctor Universalis and Doctor Expertus, 
referred to as Magnus even late in life

 Member of  the Dominican order, becoming a provincial  
during which time he helped, along with his student 
Aquinas, codify the teaching curriculum for the Order (he 
later defended Aquinas’ writings when Aquinas was 
accused of  heresy following his death)

 His commentaries on the works of  Aristotle is the 
foundation of  most modern understanding and scholarship

Justus 

van Gent, 

1475

Claude 

François,

17th c.
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 St. John Duns Scotus (1266 – 8 November 1308)
 Known as Doctor Subtilis, considered with Aquinas

and William of  Ockham as one of  the most important 
philosopher/theologians of  the High Middle Ages

 Thought deeply about states of  being and how
different things are both universal and different

 Developed a complex argument for the existence of  God
and argued for the Immaculate Conception of  Mary

 St. Catherine of  Siena (25 March 1347 – 29 April 1380)
 Member of  the Sisters of  the Penance of  St. Dominic and was 

quickly influential as one of  mystical and spiritual significance
 Influenced Popes, princes, cardinals, and other women with 

numerous letters as well as visits – instrumental in Pope 
Gregory XI decision to end the Avignon Papacy and return to 
Rome

 Her set of  spiritual treatises The Dialogue of  Divine 
Providence, is a dialogue between a soul who "rises up“
to God and God himself; along with her 26 prayers, this
provide a window into her experiential mysticism
focused on achieving an incorporeal union with God

Justus van 

Gent, c. 1470

Giovanni Battista 

Tiepolo, 1746
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 Julian of  Norwich (late 1342 – after 1416)
 Not officially a saint, reported in 1997 as being under

consideration to be named a saint and Doctor of  the Church
 Her Revelations of  Divine Love is the earliest surviving book

to be written in the English language by a woman, teaches an
optimistic theology of  God’s omnibenevolence in terms of  joy
and compassion, likening God’s love as motherly in nature
and characterizing God as both Father and Mother, writing of
the Trinity in domestic terms

 Her status as an anchoress may have led to the institutional
Church of  her time overlooking them – became very popular later

 St. Peter Damian (c. 988 – c. 1072/1073)
 Began his academic career as a secular teacher and

was accomplished until ~1035 he entered the religious
hermitage of  Fonte Avellana, he quickly became popular
among other monks as a teacher and lecturer, becoming
prior in 1043

 Oversaw significant reforms in Benedictine practices
and reformed not only monastic practices but also began
writing a constant stream of  letters to religious and
secular leaders

 His De divina omnipotentia is an important defense of
divine omnipotence and was one of  the first to posit tha
God acts outside of  time

Norwich 

Cathedral, 

2014

Public domain
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 Eckhart von Hochheim “Meister Eckhart” (c. 1260 –
c. 1328)
 Prominent Dominican preacher during the Avignon Papacy
 Contemplative who wrote about the God’s overabundance 

of love
 Sometimes (wrongly) accused of  heresy for trying to make 

his sermons too practical – by avoiding theological terms he 
sometimes strayed into imprecise meaning

 William of  Ockham
 Important in formulating Conciliarism – a

doctrine that ecclesial reform should be
accomplished within the structure of  the
universal church rather than through
schism

 Concept that the Church is the universal
body of  all the faithful, not just the priests

 Commonly known for his formulation of
Ockham’s Razor, a methodological
problem-solving method

William of  Ockham, from stained 

glass window at a church in Surrey
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 St Anthony of  Lisbon and Padua (1195-1231)
 Portuguese Franciscan priest who was a gifted preacher and 

scripture scholar
 Began as an Augustinian friar before joining the newly-formed 

Franciscan order
 Canonized in 1232 and named a Doctor of  the Church in 1946

 St Hildegard of  Bingen (1098-1179)
 German Benedictine abbess and mystic who a prolific writer in 

theology, medicine, natural science, as well as a composer of  
liturgical music

 Went on several preaching tours condemning clerical 
corruption, most notably simony.

 Named a Doctor of  the Church in 2012 by Pope Benedict XVI

 St Gregory of  Narek (c. 960 – c. 1103)
 Armenian monk, mystical and lyrical poet
 His Book of  Lamentations , similar in tone to St Augustine’s 

Confessions, is considered a  masterpiece of  Christian spiritual 
literature

 Canonized and named a Doctor of  the Church in 2015 by Pope 
Francis
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 Benedictine reforms
 Cluniac Reforms

 Began at Cluny Abbey in France in 910, founded 
by Duke William I of  Aquitaine

 Reformed component within Benedictines, 
seeking stricter rules and more time in prayer

 Encouraged art and concern for the poor

 Had spread to about 300 monasteries by 12th 
century, all subordinate to abbot at Cluny

 Cistercians (also called the “White Monks”)
 Founded Citeaux, France in 1098 by 

Benedictine monks from the abbey of  Molesme

 Valued manual labor, self-sufficiency, and a 
return to more literal observance of  the Rule of  
St. Benedict

 Most famous member was Bernard of  Clairvaux 
(d. 1153), well known for involvement in 
political and ecclesiastical issues

 Major contributions to culture and technology 
in medieval Europe, especially architecture.

 About 750 Cistercian houses in Europe by the 
15th century

St. Benedict and St. Bernard by 

Diogo de Contreiras (1542)
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 Mendicant (traveling) orders
 Franciscans (also called the “Grey Friars”)

 Founded in 1209 by St. Francis of  Assisi
 Members support themselves by working or begging 

for food, but cannot accept money
 Focus on preaching, pastoral, and missionary work
 Fun fact: Francis set up the first Nativity Scene in 1223
 “Poor Clares” (Order of  St. Clare, or Second Order of  

St Francis)
 Founded in 1212 by Sts. Clair and Francis of  Assisi
 Contemplative order of  nuns affiliated with the 

Franciscans

 Dominicans (Order of  Preachers)
 Founded in 1216 by St. Dominic to preach the Gospel 

and oppose heresy
 Focus on preaching and education
 Has produced many theologians and philosophers, 

including St. Thomas Aquinas and St. Catherine of  
Siena

 Over 600 priories for men and 150 for women by the 
middle of  the 14th century

 Dominican tradition holds that the Rosary was given to 
St. Dominic in a vision by the Blessed Mother.

St. Francis, fresco at 

Subiaco abbey (1228)

The Perugia 

Altarpiece, Side Panel, 

Fra Angelico, 1437
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 Other Orders
 Carthusians 

 Founded in Chartreuse in 1084 as
a cloistered monastic order

 Identity is one of  “shared solitude”
with each monk having a private
cell and devoting most of  his day to
prayer and contemplation

 Carthusians live a life of  silence
and minimize contact with the
outside world

 Has chapterhouses for both monks and nuns
 By the 15th century there were over 200 monasteries for men 

and 20 for women

 Premonstratensians (also known as Norbertines or “White 
Canons”)
 Founded in 1120 in Prémontré, France by St. Norbert of  Xanten
 Combined contemplative life with active preaching and pastoral 

ministry
 Involved with converting pagan peoples in Eastern Europe
 By the middle of  the 14th century, there were 1300 monasteries 

for men and 400 for women

This file is licensed under 

the Creative Commons Attribution-

Share Alike 3.0 Unported license

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Creative_Commons
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
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 First Council of  the Lateran (1123) 

 Addressed investment of  bishops and the Holy 

Roman Emperor's role therein

 Second Council of  the Lateran (1139)

 Reaffirmed Lateran I and addressed clerical 

discipline (dress, marriages)

 Third Council of  the Lateran (1179) 

 Restricted papal election to the cardinals, 

condemned simony, and introduced minimum 

ages for ordination (thirty for bishops)

 Fourth Council of  the Lateran (1215) 

 Defined transubstantiation, addressed papal 

primacy and clerical discipline
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 First Council of  Lyon (1245) 

 Proclaimed the deposition of Emperor Frederick II and 

instituted a levy to support the Holy Land

 Second Council of  Lyon (1274) 

 Attempted reunion with the Eastern churches, 

approved Franciscan and Dominican orders, a tithe to 

support crusades, and conclave procedures

 Council of  Vienne (1311–1312)

 Disbanded the Knights Templar

 Council of  Pisa (1409)

 Attempted to solve the Western Schism

 The council is not numbered because it was not 
convened by a pope and its outcome was repudiated 
at Constance
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 Council of  Constance (1414–1418) 

 Resolved the Western Schism

 Condemned John Wycliffe and Jan Hus

 Began Conciliarism reform movement

 Council of  Siena (1423–1424)

 Addressed church reform

 Council of  Basel, Ferrara and Florence (1431–1445)

 Addressed church reform and reunion with the 

Eastern Churches, but split into two parties

 The fathers remaining at Basel became the apogee 

of Conciliarism

 The fathers at Florence achieved union with various 

Eastern Churches and temporarily with the Eastern 

Orthodox Church
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 Bogomils
 Gnostic sect that was both Adoptionist and Manichean – a 

synthesis of  Armenian Paulicianism and the Bulgarian Slavonic 
Church movement

 Emerged in Bulgarian between 927 and 970 and spread

 Catharism
 Strong dualist influence against the physical world, regarded 

as evil, thus denied that Jesus could become incarnate and still 
be the son of  God

 Derived from Paulicians and Bogomils, existed in France in 11th

through 13th centuries until the Albigensian Crusade

 Free Spirit
 Mixed mystical beliefs with Christianity, teaching it was 

possible to reach perfection on earth through a life of  austerity 
and spiritualism

 Believed that they could communicate directly with God and did 
not need the Christian church for intercession

 Condemned at Council of  Basel in 1431
 Mostly small sects in Bohemia in 14th and 15th centuries, but 

aspects of  their beliefs persist to this day and influence others 
among our separated brethren
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 Fraticelli (Spiritual Franciscans)
 Extreme proponents of  the Rule of  St. Francis, especially with regard 

to poverty
 Lapsed into heresy and condemned in 1296 when they declared that 

individual churchmen could invalidate their status (and therefore their 
sacraments) through their actions – this is a form of  Donatism

 Henricans
 Existed 1116 to 1151 in Lausanne, France (the Languedoc was 

apparently a hotbed of  heresy…)
 Rejected doctrinal and disciplinary authority of  the church
 Insisted on an early form of  sola scriptura
 Refused to recognize any form of  worship or liturgy
 Condemned baptism of  infants, Eucharist, sacrifice of  the Mass, 

communion of  saints, and prayers for the dead

 Waldensians
 Originated as a reform movement ~1173 in Lyon and spread into the 

Alps (yet again, just north of  Languedoc…)
 Quickly became heretical for embracing a number of  the Henrican

doctrines
 Existed until the Protestant Reformation, influenced and merged with 

Genevan heresies of  Zwingli and Calvin
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 Lollards
 Originated as reformist followers of  John Wycliffe in the 1370s

 Wycliffe was a priest and scholar

 Teaching entered the realm of  the political when he began siding with 
secular factions in England (including the royal family) that were 
already beginning to contemplate the dissolution of  the monasteries 
that was finally accomplished in the 16th century by Henry VIII

 Refined earlier definitions of  sola scriptura from the Henricans and 
Waldensians and added the concept of  predestination

 Over time, embraced many of  the Henrican heresies and began 
issuing polemics against monasticism and the institutional Church

 Removed from teaching authority during his life but due
to his support for Crown authority over the church
continued to receive pay

 Completed a translation of  the Vulgate
into English in 1384

 Postumously declared a heretic at Council
of  Constance of  1451, which also ordered
that all his works be burned and his body
be removed from consecrated ground

Bernard Picart, 1714
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 Hussites
 Followers of  Jan Hus in Bohemia
 Hus became a priest in 1400 and quickly began preaching for reform, permitted 

by his Archbishop until a papal decree against John Wycliffe arrived in 1405
 Hus had embraced Wycliffe’s teachings and translated one of  Wycliffe’s works 

into Czech and helped distribute it
 Major division among the faithful in Prague, influenced by the Western Schism, 

local politics, and further bulls against Wycliffe
 Hus would not abandon Wycliffe’s teachings, so he

was declared a heretic in 1410
 King Wenceslaus IV made attempts to broker

reconciliation, but Hus was insistent despite the
preference of  many of  his followers to reconcile
(became a very common theme among “reformers”)

 Eventually tried and executed for heresy despite
repeated attempts to offer him the opportunity to
repent and recant

 People of  Bohemia felt that excommunication would
have been more appropriate than execution and
revolted against the Bohemian crown
 Wenceslaus’ brother Sigismund unable to form a government

 Pope Martin V declared a Crusade in 1420

 Eventually a more moderate form of  Hussitism reconciled with
the Church (kept some practices) and helped stamp out the
more radical and heretical members

 In 1999, John Paul II expressed “deep regret” for Hus’ death

Unknown artist, 16th c.
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 Long succession of  ecclesiastical, 
theological, and political factors led 
up to the Schism

 Formal rupture happened in 1054
 Greek churches in southern Italy 

were forced to close or conform to 
Latin practices

 Constantinople retaliated by 
ordering closure of  all Latin 
churches in Constantinople

 Emissaries sent back and forth 
made things worse

 Pope Leo IX and Ecumenical 
Patriarch Michael I Cerularius
excommunicated each other

 Periods of  reconciliation followed, it 
was not until centuries later that 
people began to think of  the Schism 
as a “great gulf  of  separation”

 Mutual anathemas nullified in 1965

 Joint International Commission for 
Theological Dialogue Between the 
Catholic Church and the Orthodox 
Church has existed since 1980 and 
meets regularly Public domain - Wikipedia
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 Bosnia was sort of  a 

no-man’s land with the 

Great Schism

 Ended up adopting 

aspects of  each while 

insisting fidelity to 

Rome’s leadership 

without adhering to all 

of  Rome’s practices

 No evidence of  

Bosnian Church after 

Turkish conquest in 

1463

Hvalov zbornik, illustrated slavic manuscript 

from medieval Bosnia, 1404
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 From 1378 to 1417 there were 
simultaneously two (or three) 
claimants to the Papacy, each 
excommunicating the other(s)

 Pope John XXIII called the Council of  
Constance in 1414 to resolve to 
dispute

 Council requested that all claimants 
abdicate so that the Council could 
hold a new election

 Antipope Benedict XIII refused to 
step down, so the Council addressed 
other issues and waited until he died

 Schism ended with election of  Martin 
V in 1417

 Now-Antipope John XXIII was later 
Dean of  the College of  Cardinals

 John XXIII was considered to be 
a legitimate Pope until the 
election of  St. John XXIII – was 
retroactively deemed an 
antipope when Cardinal Roncalli 
said that he would be John XXIII –
yet another question over 
numbering of  Johns…

This file is licensed under the Creative 

Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 

Unported license

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Creative_Commons
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 Beginning of  the Medieval Warm Period
 Lasting ~950 – 1100, the warmest period in the Northern hemisphere since the 

Roman Warm Period (~250 BC – 400 AD)
 Led to stronger agricultural stability and prosperity

 Byzantine Empire at its military and economic height

 Christian Nubian Kingdom at is height of  power

 Kievan Rus’ conquer Khazan Khaganate, leading to later Christianization of  
this area

 Viking Exploration
 Erik the Red founds and settles in

Greenland (985)
 Erik’s son, Leif  Ericsson founds the

earliest European settlement in North
America (1000)

 Use of  hops in making beer begins to
grow in popularity

 A number of  inventions in China
eventually make their way into Europe
via commerce
 Gunpowder
 New forms of  river locks
 Dry docks
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 Great Schism of  1054

 Byzantine loss of  Anatolia

 Investiture Controversy
 Dispute between Church and State over who could make 

appointments to ecclesial positions (especially Bishops and 
Abbots)

 Issue began as a conflict between HRE Henry IV and Pope 
Gregory VII – in this case, the HRE  blinked

 Persisted off  and on for centuries and was an issue several 
times in England
 Henry I vs St. Anselm
 Henry II vs St. Thomas à Becket
 Henry VIII vs Monasteries

 Rise of  a religious component to the definition of  what it 
meant to be a Knight
 Peace of  God
 Truce of  God
 Formation of  Military Orders as Crusades began

 Norman conquest of  Britain
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 The Byzantine Emperors saw 
themselves (with some justification) 
as successors to the Roman 
Emperors, with historical political 
dominance of  the West
 Their influence over the Eastern 

Patriarchs (especially 
Constantinople) was significant 
but not always absolute

 This influence sometimes 
extended to encouraging doctrinal 
issues that reflected political goals

 The rise of  Islam changed the 
political balance among the 
Patriarchates
 Jerusalem, Antioch, and 

Alexandria were gone – not only as 
theological influences but also as 
political counterpoints

 Need to counter Islam led later to 
the Emperor (and sometimes even 
the Patriarch) offering 
reconciliation in exchange for 
military support, but the 
monasteries and popular opinion 
generally ran against this Public domain - Wikipedia
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 A series of  disastrous 
military defeats led to the 
loss of  large regions in 
Anatolia
 In the short term, the 

Byzantine economy was 
not immediately greatly 
affected and popular 
opinion was against asking 
the West for help

 In the long-term aftermath 
of  these losses, Byzantine 
emperor Alexios I 
Komnenos began reaching 
out to the West for aid 
(1089), discussing the 
potential to end the Schism

 Sent emissaries to the 
Council of  Piacenza (1095) 
to ask Pope Urban II for aid

 Pope Urban didn’t exactly do 
what Alexios wanted…

Public domain - Wikipedia

 Political changes among 
Muslims led to fractured 
governance as well as different 
policies toward Christians and 
Jews visiting the Holy Land
 Fatimid Caliphate
 Seljuk Sultanate of  Rum
 Seljuk Sultanate of  Aleppo
 Seljuk Sultanate of  Damascus
 Seljuk Independent Atabegs
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 1st through 3rd Crusades

 Baltic, Norwegian, and Swedish Crusades

 Rise of  Universities

 Some had formed in the late 11th century

 Began as church schools and all students were 

considered clergy

 Scholasticism arose from attempts to reconcile 

classical philosophy with theology and to extend 

dialectic approaches to other studies

 Transition from Romanesque style to Gothic 

style of  architecture, especially for churches

 Angevin Empire (England and most of  France)
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 Byzantine Empire 

retakes portions of  

Anatolian coast along 

Mediterranean Sea and 

Black Sea

 Christian Principality of  

Armenian Cilicia formed

 Latin Crusaders form 

the Crusader States

 Kingdom of  Jerusalem

 Principality of  Antioch

 County of  Edessa

 County of  Tripoli
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 Loss of  most of  the County 
of  Edessa in 1144 led to the 
Second Crusade
 Scope of  the Crusade 

expanded by Pope Eugene 
III to permit Crusade status 
for attacks against pagan 
Slavs and supporting the 
Iberian Reconquista

 Results
 Decisive Muslim victory in 

Anatolia
 Edessa remained 

controlled

 Byzantines form separate 
peace with Turks

 Seljuks unite under Zengid
Dynasty

 Decisive Christian victory in 
Iberia
 Lisbon and Tortosa

liberated

 Christian Saxony expanded

Public domain - Pinterest
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 Latin attacks against the weakened 
Fatimid Caliphate in Egypt (1154 – 1169) 
temporarily strengthened Christian 
positions in the Levant, but brought unity 
to the Muslims under Turkish Nur ad-Din 
Zangi

 Nur ad-Din’s successor Salah ad-Din 
(Saladin) strengthened the unification and 
began a period of  reconquest (1174 –
1189) leading to the loss of  most of  the 
Crusader States and a call for a new 
Crusade
 Battle of  Hattin (1187) was particularly 

disastrous – garrisons were depleted to 
form a field army that was almost 
entirely wiped out

 1000 of  1200 knights were killed, 
enslaved, executed, or captured then 
ransomed, including all of  the Knights 
Templar and Knights Hospitaller

 With depleted garrisons, castles that 
otherwise could have withstood siege or 
assault quickly fell

 Pope Urban III reportedly died of  shock 
upon hearing the news of  the loss

Public domain - Pinterest
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 Called the King’s Crusade because 
the main leaders were kings
 Richard I “Lionheart” of  England
 Philip II “Augustus” of  France
 Frederick I “Barbarossa”, HRE

 Barbarossa drowned crossing a 
river in Turkey, leading most German 
troops to go home

 Philip and Richard had previously 
been friends but were currently 
enemies – Philip returned to Europe 
with most of  the French troops

 Richard and the remaining troops 
reconquered Jaffa and Acre but 
issues arose with remaining non-
English troops

 Richard and Saladin finalized a 
treaty granting Muslim control over 
Jerusalem but allowing unarmed 
Christian pilgrims and merchants to 
visit the city – Richard refused to 
visit Jerusalem

 Richard captured and held for 
ransom in Austria on his return trip Public domain - Pinterest



© Jason Asbell, 2019

This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license

 Although called in 1202 by Pope Urban III to recapture Jerusalem…

 Financial pressures led to the Latin Crusaders attacking other 
Christians instead…

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Creative_Commons
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en


© Jason Asbell, 2019

 Pope Innocent III and his 
successor Pope Honorius III 
organized crusading armies led 
by King Andrew II of  Hungary 
and Leopold VI, Duke of  Austria 
(whose father had participated 
in the Third Crusade and had 
captured King Richard I of  
England)

 Established alliance with the 
Seljuk Sultanate of  Rum for the 
Turks to attack the Abayyids in 
Syria while the Crusaders 
attacked Egypt

 Captured important port of  
Damietta
 Refused offer to trade 

Jerusalem for Damietta
 Failed attempt to conquer 

Cairo
 Crusader army cut off  by Nile 

flooding, defeated and 
surrendered

 Rus’ attack on Syria quickly 
defeated, permitting Abayyids
to focus on Egypt

 Damietta returned to Muslim 
control in exchange for release 
of  prisoners

 8-year truce negotiated

 Net effect: None
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 Holy Roman Emperor Frederick II 
had promised to participate in the 
Fifth Crusade but was unable to do 
so other than sending troops
 Frederick had married Isabella of  

Jerusalem (Yolande of  Brienne), 
whose father was titular claimant 
to the throne of  the Kingdom of  
Jerusalem

 This gave Frederick additional 
motivation and he claimed the title 
for himself, even though his father-
in-law was still alive

 Very little actual fighting

 With Abayyid Caliph dealing with a 
revolt in Syria, Kingdom of  
Jerusalem reestablished by 
negotiated treaty, with Isabella as 
Queen
 Conrad II, son of  Frederick and 

Isabella, became King of  
Jerusalem upon her death in 1228 

 10-year truce ended with calling 
for the Baron’s Crusade in 1239, 
which led to another negotiated 
settlement in 1241

This file is licensed under the Creative 

Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 Unported license

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Creative_Commons
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en


© Jason Asbell, 2019

 Jerusalem besieged, 
conquered, and razed by 
Mamluk Khwarazamian clans (at 
the invitation of  the Abayyids) in 
1244, leaving the city useless to 
both Christians and Muslims

 Seventh Crusade (1248 – 1254) 
was an attempt by King Louis IX 
of  France to attack Egypt before 
attempting to retake Jerusalem
 Damietta captured easily
 Crusaders again did not take 

into account Nile flooding, so 
army stuck in Damietta for 6 
months

 After the flood season, 
marched on Cairo and 
defeated at Battles at Al 
Mansurah and Fariskur (where 
Louis was captured)

 Louis’ ransom was 800,000 
bezants plus the return of  
Damietta – took the rest of  the  
army to fortify Acre and others

Gustave Doré’s

Saint-Louis Taken 
Prisoner, 19th

century
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 Antioch had fallen in 1268, leaving 
Acre and Tripoli the only remaining 
Crusader holdings

 Louis IX attempted a crusade again 
in 1270, this time an attack on Tunis
 Louis died of  disease shortly after 

arriving in Tunis
 Rest of  the disease-ridden army 

negotiated a treaty with the Sultan 
of Tunis before reinforcements 
could arrive from Egypt, 
negotiating a war indemnity and an 
open trade agreement in exchange 
for leaving

 Prince Edward of  England arrived 
the day before the other forces left 
Tunis, so he took his forces to Acre 
and undertook the Ninth Crusade

 Ninth Crusade (1271 – 1272) was 
perceived as successful
 Mamluk fleet destroyed
 Siege of  Tripoli lifted
 10-year, 10-month, 10-day truce
 Edward returned to England

 Mamluks breached treaty, Tripoli fell 
in 1289 and Acre in 1291
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 In a sense, began in
711 after the
Umayyad conquest 
of  Hispania, but
most historians date
beginning of
Reconquista to the
Battle of  Covadonga
(718 or 722), the
first known victory
in Iberia by Christian
forces since the
invasion, enabling the
formation of  the
Kingdom of  Asturias

 Fighting persisted off
and on until final
military victory in 1491

 A series of  decrees (1492, 1499-1526)
demanded conversion or expulsion of
Muslims and Jews

 Initially multiple separate kingdoms (Muslim and Christian) but 
eventually mostly unified under Ferdinand and Isabella

The Reconquista (AD 722 - 1492)

©2013-2019 Undevicesimus (Deviantart)
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 People’s Crusade or Pauper’s Crusade (1096)
 Prelude to the First Crusade – a popular movement in 

response to the call for Crusade but without waiting for 
proper preparation

 Thousands of  Jews massacred in Germany, which didn’t 
have anything to do with the Crusade

 When the mob reached the Levant, almost everyone was 
killed or enslaved after a single lopsided battle

 Crusade of  1101
 Called the Crusade of  the Faint-Hearted because it was 

largely composed of  people who had signed on for the First 
Crusade but turned back rather than continuing on

 Forces defeated while in Anatolia and retreated back to 
Constantinople without ever reaching the Levant

 Norwegian Crusade (1107-1110)
 First time a King went to the Holy Land
 Took almost 3 years to get to the Holy Land
 Besieged and captured Sidon, which remained in Christian 

hands until 1260
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 German or Emperor’s Crusade (1197 – 1198)
 Launched by Holy Roman Emperor Henry VI in response to 

limited German participation in the Third Crusade following 
his father’s death

 Henry died in Sicily while preparing for the Crusade
 German princes who had already departed continued on 

with the Crusade until they learned of  Henry’s death
 Managed to shore up defenses of  County of  Tripoli and 

capture Beirut before returning home

 Northern Crusades (12th – 13th centuries)
 Baltic Crusades, Wendish Crusade, Livonian Crusade, 

Prussian Crusade, and multiple Swedish Crusades
 Christianized the remoter extremes of  northern and 

northeastern Europe
 Led to formation of  Teutonic Order and Livonian Order
 Eventually came in conflict with Eastern Orthodox rulers

 Albigensian Crusade (1209 – 1222)
 Crusade to eradicate Catharism heresy in southern France
 Led to County of  Toulouse being held by the French crown
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 Bosnian Crusade (1235 – 1241)
 Campaign against the Bosnian church which was accused 

of  Bogomilism (Catharism) partially motivated by Hungarian 
territorial ambitions

 Mongol invasion of  Hungary led to other priorities and 
Bosniaks were able to fend off  whatever attacks came their 
way

 Minor Crusades against the Ottomans (14th and 15th

centuries)
 Crusade of  Nicopolis, Crusade of  Varna, Alexandran

Crusade, Smyrniote Crusades, and Savoyard Crusades
 Attempted to counter the Ottoman conquest of  the Balkans
 Were more economic and political than religious

 Hussite Crusade (1468 – 1478)
 Campaign against the heretical teachings of  Jan Hus, who 

began as a reformer (see Heresies) in Bohemia, mostly 
among Czech population

 Moderate Hussites reunited with the Roman church and 
together defeated and more-radical Hussite variants
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 Led to Christian acceptance of  the idea of  war in the 
name of  religion
 Prior to the Crusades, war in God’s Name was largely a sin of  Islam

 Christianity lost a bit of  moral high ground reciprocating the practice

 Radical and violent Islamic sects justify their behaviors by the Crusades

 Set the stage for later European colonialism

 Instead of  leading to an end to the Great Schism, added 
new difficulties against Eastern and Western 
reconciliation

 Use of  Indulgences to fund the Crusades, as well as use 
of  the Inquisition against the European crusades against 
heresies, led to abuses that became a catalyst for 
reformation

 Italian city-states became economic and mercantile 
powerhouses

 West was re-exposed to Eastern thought, which became 
a catalyst for renaissance
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 Fourth through Ninth Crusades

 Albigensian, Aragonese, Children’s Crusades

 Other Northern Crusades

 Scholasticism develops further to establish Natural 
Philosophy – beginnings of  modern science

 Fall of  the Angevin Empire to France

 Magna Carta

 Teutonic Knights attempt expansion into Russian 
Orthodox territory

 Mongol expansion westward
 Kievan Rus’ conquered (1237-1240)

 Hungary and Poland raided (1241, 1285)

 Baghdad, end of  Muslim Caliphate (1258)

 Marco Polo travels the Silk Road and visits China
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 Transition from the Medieval Warm Period to the 

Little Ice Age

 Great Famine of  1315-1317

 The Black Death (1346 – 1353)

 Crusade against the Tatars, Alexandrian Crusade

 Hundred Years War (1337 – 1453)

 Precursors to Protestantism

 Lollards (John Wycliffe)

 Hussites (Jan Hus)

 Castles began to be larger and more frequently built 

out of  stone

 Beginnings of  the foundation of  nation-states

 Rapid expansion and flourishing of  trade
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 Plague of  1346 – 1353
 The plague disease, caused 

by Yersinia pestis, is carried 
by fleas that infest various 
species of  rodents

 Originated in China steppes

 Climate change following the 
end of  the Medieval Warm 
Period  led to migration of  
rodents away from 
grasslands toward 
population centers

 Estimated 75-200 million 
deaths (30-60% of  the 
population) across Eurasia
 Population levels did not 

recover for ~200 years

 Plague outbreaks continue 
periodically to this day
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