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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
GAUDETE SUNDAY 

December 16, 2018 C 
 

Facilitator:  Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God and ask Him to 
help us to hear the word He wants us to hear this week. 
 

Pause for a moment and then play a religious song. 
 

Environment note:  If possible, during the Advent Season, set up an advent wreath on the center table covered with 
purple cloth.  Light the wreath before you begin. 
 

Opening prayer: Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, ever faithful to your promises and ever close to our Church, the 
earth rejoices in hope of the Savior’s coming and looks forward with longing to his return at the end of time. Prepare 
our hearts and remove the sadness that hinders us from feeling the joy and hope which his presence will bestow.  For 
he is Lord forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Response to last week’s word: [Facilitator briefly recalls last week’s Gospel.]  Let us spend a few minutes sharing 
how the word we heard God speak to us last week has unfolded in our lives during the week.   
 

Facilitator:  Traditionally, the third Sunday of Advent is called Gaudete (“Let us rejoice!”)  Sunday, we are rejoicing 
because our salvation is near at hand. A spirit of joy pervades the first and second readings as well as the psalm. In 
the Gospel, John responds very concretely to people who ask him: “What must we do?” 
 

Let us listen to God’s word to hear what it is He wants to say to us in these readings today. As you hear a word, you 
may want to underline it or write it down to remember.  
 

Read the first reading, the psalm and the second reading pausing briefly after each one. 
 
FIRST READING:  Zephaniah 3:14-18 
 
Zephaniah is a “gloom and doom” book addressed to 
all who are not attentive to God’s call. Today’s 
passage is an exception. It is addressed to a small 
group of Israelites who have remained loyal to their 
covenant with God in tough times. “Zion” is another 
name for Jerusalem who is called to “shout for joy.” 
God, their mighty Savior, is in their midst to deliver 
them from their misfortunes. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  Isaiah 12:1-5 
 
The psalm response continues the theme of joy. 
Because God is in Israel’s midst, there is nothing to 
fear. 
 
SECOND READING:  Philippians 4:4-7 
 
Paul is in prison and is writing to a community with 
problems from within and without. Despite all this, he 
is joyful and he urges the Philippians to rejoice. The 
joy that Paul advocates is not superficial but one that 
flows from a life deeply rooted in Christ which cannot 
be taken away when earthly things are removed from 
our lives. 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL:  Luke 3:10-18 
 

As we listen to this first reading of the Gospel, let us 
listen with our minds for the content. 

A participant reads the Gospel, 
then all pause to reflect. 

 

As we listen to this second reading of the Gospel, let 
us listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying to us. 
Be aware of what draws us in and what part of the 
Gospel might be a challenge to embrace. You may 
want to underline or write down the word you hear.  

A participant reads the Gospel again, 
then all pause to reflect. 

 
GOSPEL COMMENTARY:  Luke 3:10-18 
 

Let us now read the Gospel commentary privately, 
underlining anything that strikes us. 
 
In the verses prior to today’s Gospel, John has been 
issuing a strong call to repentance as the way to 
prepare for the coming of the Messiah.  Some in the 
crowds open their hearts to John’s message and ask 
him three times: “What must we do?” Although John 
himself lives an austere life removed from the ordinary 
pursuits of people, he does not ask his inquirers to 
dissociate themselves from their own lives or 
occupations. Rather, he challenges them to “bloom 
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where they are planted,” carrying out their daily 
responsibilities with concern for others, and to live 
with honesty and integrity. All of the Baptist’s 
instructions are relational in nature. “Do what you can 
to relate to others in a fair and just way.”  John is very 
concrete in his responses. He tells one group: “Share 
your extras.”  He tells tax collectors: “Be just and fair.” 
He tells the soldiers: “Quit bullying people” and 
“Don’t give false witness.” 
 
Part two of today’s Gospel seeks to clarify the 
confusion about John’s identity. John is not the 
Messiah. His role is to prepare people for the coming 
of the Messiah.  He is a signpost pointing people to 
Jesus. He seeks to help his listeners to convert their 
desires into appropriate and authentic words and 
works. 
 
As you will see in his response, John, the fiery 
preacher, shows himself to be remarkably practical. 
He speaks of the “winnowing fan” (a tool for 
separating wheat from chaff) that Jesus will use to 
clear his threshing floor. The last verses are intended 
to scare the hardhearted who see no need for 
repentance. But for those who are making a reasonable 
effort to turn their lives entirely over to God (a lifetime 
task), there is no reason to fear. 
 
Having given the participants time to read the 
commentary, move into the faith-sharing 
questions. 
 
FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 
1. Turn to the person next to you and share what verse 
in the Gospel caught your attention.  Why? 
 
The facilitator can decide which is more helpful: to 
share the next questions with the whole group, or   to 
share in smaller groups of three or four. 
 
2. If you asked John the Baptist what you must do this 
Advent to become a better Christian, what might his 
answer be? 
 
3. What gives you joy?  What steals your joy? 
 
4. St. Thomas Aquinas once said: “No one can live 
without joy.  That is why one deprived of spiritual joys 
must turn to carnal joys.”  Comment. 
 
5. What might help you to live a more (Christian) 
joyful life? 

JOURNALING:  Having listened to God’s word and 
listened to others reflections on it, take a quiet moment 
to reflect on what you are hearing God say to you. 
Your response will be what you bring to Eucharist on 
Sunday, asking Jesus to help you respond as He asks 
of you. When ready, jot down your reflections. 
 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Share with the person next to you one way you can act 
on this week’s readings. Suggestion: Paul prays “that 
our love may increase.” Work at naming the things 
that block you from enjoying life and try hard not to 
allow small things to rob you of joy. If you have not 
been to the Sacrament of Reconciliation this Advent, 
plan to go and begin to prepare by asking the Holy 
Spirit to show you where there is sin in your life. See 
how your love can increase during this Advent season. 
 
SHARED PRAYER ON THE READINGS 
 
Let us now pause to see how something(s) said in the 
reading might lead us into shared prayer. Suggestions: 
“Lord, I pray that I can always acknowledge your 
presence and in that find my joy.” “Lord, please show 
me what I should do to love you more.” 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF 
THANKSGIVING, PETITION AND 
INTERCESSION 
 
FACILITATOR:  Let us now conclude with prayers 
of thanksgiving, petition and intercession. What are 
we grateful for? For what and for whom do we wish to 
pray? 
 
CLOSING PRAYER (together) 
 
O God, who created all things and who sent Jesus to 
be with us until the end of our days, hear our prayer 
this day that we may know the joy of the risen Lord. 
Give us an awareness that the Lord is indeed near, and 
send the peace that surpasses all understanding into 
our hearts. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“A New Intimacy with Christ” 
A Day of Reflection presented by 

Deacon Jim & Pat Brogdan  
Sat., Jan. 19, 8:30am–3:00pm 

Divine Mercy Parish, Merritt Island 
Tickets: $12    Info:  321-405-2374 

sccspacecoast@gmail.com 
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