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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
May 5, 2019 C 

 
Facilitator:  Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God and ask him to help 

us to hear the Word he wants us to hear this week. 
 

Pause for a moment and then play a religious song. 
 

Opening prayer:  Risen Christ, we rejoice in your presence and in your offer of new life.  May we never be afraid to 

speak in your name and may we willingly share in our Church’s mission to feed all those who are hungry for your 

Word.  Open our hearts to the message of the readings we are about to share.  Amen. 
 

Response to last week’s Word:  [Facilitator briefly recalls last week’s Gospel.]  Let us spend a few minutes sharing 

how the Word we heard God speak to us last week has unfolded in our lives during the week.   
 

Facilitator:  In the first reading, Peter, who is reinstated as leader of the Church (in the Gospel), is fearless in his 

witness to Christ.  In the second reading, we are taken to a heavenly realm where the Risen Lamb, carrying the marks 

of his passion, is praised by heavenly and earthly voices. 
 

Let us listen to God’s Word to hear what it is he wants to say to us in these readings today. As you hear a word, you 

may want to underline it or write it down to remember.  
 

Read the first reading, the psalm and the second reading, pausing briefly after each one. 

 

FIRST READING:  Acts 5:27-32, 40-41 
 

There is a rising tension between the Jewish 

authorities and the disciples of Jesus. It is a struggle 

between light and darkness as in Jesus’ time. Filled 

with the power of the Holy Spirit, the Apostles will not 

be silenced. Peter, the former coward and “denier,” 

now becomes a courageous proclaimer. The Apostles 

are full of joy that they are found worthy of ill 

treatment for the sake of Jesus. Jesus’ Resurrection is 

always central to their witness. We may not be dragged 

before a court of law to defend our commitment to 

Jesus, but each of us stands daily before the court of 

public opinion to give an account of our faith life. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 30 
 

This prayer of deliverance from earthly tribulation 

echoes the sentiments of the persecuted Apostles in the 

first reading. 
 

SECOND READING:  Revelations 5:11-14 
 

A victory celebration is taking place in the heavenly 

realm for Jesus, the victorious Lamb who has returned 

home to heaven and to God, having conquered sin and 

death.  Seven great possessions of the victorious Lamb 

are mentioned: power, riches, wisdom, strength, 

honor, glory and blessing. 
 

In the Eucharistic celebration, we sing of the “Lamb 

of God who takes away the sins of the world.” Our 

earthly liturgies seek to pattern themselves after the 

heavenly liturgy described here. Both seek to give 

fitting honor and praise to the Lamb of God. 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL:   

John 21:1-19 
 

As we listen to this first reading of the Gospel, let us 

listen with our minds for the content. 
 

A participant reads the Gospel, 

then all pause to reflect. 
 

As we listen to this second reading of the Gospel, let 

us listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying to us. 

Be aware of what draws us in and what part of the 

Gospel might be a challenge to embrace. You may 

want to underline or write down the word you hear.  
 

A participant reads the Gospel again, 

then all pause to reflect. 

 

GOSPEL:  John 21:1-19 
 

Today’s Gospel is another resurrection story. Two 

scenes are interwoven: the miraculous catch of fish 

which ends with Jesus feeding the disciples, and the 

questioning of Peter which ends with his being 

commissioned to feed God’s flock.  
 

In the first story, Jesus appears to seven of his 

Apostles. The incident is built around Peter. A 

constant feature of the resurrection stories is the 

transformed Jesus whom even the disciples do not 

immediately recognize.  It takes some word or familiar 



7 
 

gesture for him to be known. This is how the 

evangelists let us know that the Risen Christ has taken 

on a new form. He is the same Jesus, yet transformed.  

He is not as he was, but he is still who he was. 
 

The miraculous catch symbolizes the mission of the 

Apostles and the central role of Jesus in the mission. 

They are called to be “catchers of people” but only if 

they rely on Jesus. The 153 fish represent every type 

of fish. The Church welcomes and offers salvation to 

all who are open to the message of Christ. Then in a 

gesture of humble service, Jesus prepares a meal for 

his disciples. He is the one who provides nourishment 

(Eucharist) for us. 
 

In the second scene, we have the reinstatement of Peter 

as leader of the new Church. He who denied Jesus 

three times is now given three chances to profess his 

love. He is then given the mandate to care for and feed 

the flock of Christ. In giving authority to the one who 

denied him, Jesus wants to show that he is establishing 

his Church, not on human strength but on his own love 

and faithfulness.  Finally, Jesus tells Peter that his 

‘yes’ to him will lead him into conflict with the 

authorities. 

 

FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 

1. Turn to the person next to you and share what 

word/s or image/s in the readings caught your 

attention?  Did they comfort or challenge you or touch 

you in some other way?  
 

The facilitator can decide which is more helpful: to 

share the next questions with the whole group, or to 

share in smaller groups of three or four. 
 

2. In the first reading, Peter says: “We must obey God 

rather than men.” Can you think of a situation when 

this was true or might be true for you ― when obeying 

God may mean disobeying some government law or 

even Church law? 
 

3. If asked how we love Jesus, what would we 

answer? 
 

4. What hinders you most when it comes to sharing 

your faith with others? If you have grown in this area, 

what, besides God’s grace, helps you to be more 

courageous in this area of your Christian life? 
 

5. Name one thing today’s Gospel says to us that we 

disciples of Jesus need to heed and act on. 

 

 

JOURNALING Having listened to God’s Word and 

listened to others reflections on it, take a quiet moment 

to reflect on what you are hearing God say to you. 

Your response will be what you bring to Eucharist on 

Sunday, asking Jesus to help you respond as he asks 

of you. When ready, jot down your reflections. 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

Share with the person next to you one way you can act 

on this week’s readings.  Suggestion: Come up with a 

plan of action on how you can “catch” someone for 

Christ. 

 

PRAYING WITH THE WORD 
 

FACILITATOR: Let us now pause to see how 

something(s) said in the reading might lead us into 

shared prayer.  Suggestions: 
 

  Jesus, when tempted not to speak up for you and 

your Gospel, give me courage. 
 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on me. 

 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, 

PETITION AND INTERCESSION 
 

FACILITATOR:  Let us now conclude with prayers 

of thanksgiving, petition and intercession. What are 

we grateful for?  For what and for whom do we wish 

to pray? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER (together) 

 

PRAYER FOR EVANGELIZATION 
 

God of truth, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

hear our prayer for those 
who do not know you 

so that your name may be praised 
among all people of the world. 

Sustain and inspire your servants 
who bring them the Gospel. 

Bring fresh vigor to wavering faith; 
sustain our faith when it is still fragile. 

Renew our missionary zeal. 
Make us witnesses to your goodness, 
full of love, of strength, and of faith, 
for your glory and for the salvation 

of the world.  Amen. 
- Pope Paul IV 

 


