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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
May 12, 2019 C 

 

Facilitator:  Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God and ask him to help 

us to hear the Word he wants us to hear this week. 
 

Pause for a moment and then play a religious song. 
 

Opening prayer:  Jesus, you are our Good Shepherd who calls each of us by name. You lead us to the rich pastures 

of your Word.  Open our hearts today that we may hear the Word you wish us to hear as we gather in your name, 

this we pray through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Response to last week’s Word:  [Facilitator briefly recalls last week’s Gospel.]  Let us spend a few minutes sharing 

how the Word we heard God speak to us last week has unfolded in our lives during the week.   
 

Facilitator: The Fourth Sunday of Easter is known as Good Shepherd Sunday. The readings in all three cycles use 

images of sheep and shepherd to explore the relationship between Jesus and those who belong to him. In today’s 

second reading and Gospel. Jesus is portrayed as shepherd and lamb who cares for his flock.  In the first reading, Paul 

and Barnabas preach the Good News.  The Jews reject it, but the Gentiles receive it with joy. 
 

Let us listen to God’s Word to hear what it is he wants to say to us in these readings today. As you hear a word, you 

may want to underline it or write it down to remember.  
 

Read the first reading, the psalm and the second reading, pausing briefly after each one. 

 

FIRST READING:  Acts 13:14, 43-52 

 

In the early chapters of Acts, Peter has center stage. In 

the later chapters, Paul’s missionary journeys are 

highlighted. During these journeys, Paul always tries 

to reach his own people first; hence, the reference to 

him preaching in the Synagogue. Only when his own 

people reject him does he turn to the Gentiles. When 

Paul starts to draw big crowds, the Jewish leaders 

become jealous of him and Barnabas, and throw them 

out of town. But neither Paul nor Barnabas are easily 

quieted. “Both spoke out boldly.” After being ejected 

from the town by “women of prominence” and 

“leading men of the city,” Paul and Barnabas, like 

Jesus’ disciples, shake the dust from their feet and 

leave. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 100 

 

This is a psalm of thanksgiving to God for his 

goodness to Israel, a suitable psalm for Paul and 

Barnabas as they see the Gentiles open their hearts to 

the Gospel. 

 

SECOND READING:  Revelation 7:9, 14-17 

 

Jesus, the victorious Lamb, is surrounded by a huge 

crowd of people from every nation on earth, who listen 

to the voice of the Good Shepherd and follow his ways 

despite difficulties and persecutions. Because of their 

faithfulness to Jesus, they will be safe forever and 

share in his divine life. 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL:   

John 10:27-30 

 

As we listen to this first reading of the Gospel, let us 

listen with our minds for the content. 
 

A participant reads the Gospel, 

then all pause to reflect. 
 

As we listen to this second reading of the Gospel, let 

us listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying to us. 

Be aware of what draws us in and what part of the 

Gospel might be a challenge to embrace. You may 

want to underline or write down the word you hear.  
 

A participant reads the Gospel again, 

then all pause to reflect. 

 

GOSPEL: John 10:27-30 
 

Jesus the Good Shepherd speaks of his relationship with 

his flock and with his Father.  Jesus’ flock are those who 

hear his voice and follow it. Then Jesus makes two bold 

promises: (1) he will give eternal life to those who are 

his sheep, and (2) he will not allow anyone to take them 

away from him, assuming of course that they continue to 

listen to his voice. Because Jesus has power over death, 

he can offer his followers eternal life. Those who heed 

his voice will never perish, nor will they be snatched 

away from him. 



9 
 

FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 

1. Turn to the person next to you and share what 

word/s or image/s in the readings caught your 

attention? Did they comfort or challenge you or touch 

you in some other way?  
 

The facilitator can decide which is more helpful: to 

share the next questions with the whole group, or to 

share in smaller groups of three or four. 
 

2. In the second reading, when the Jewish leaders saw 

the crowds, they were filled with jealousy. What kinds 

of situations does or might fill us with jealousy? What 

can help us deal with jealous feelings? 
 

3. What helps you to hear Jesus’ voice in the midst of 

the sounds that compete for your attention? 
 

4. What can pastors and parishes do to foster vocations 

to the priesthood and religious life?  Should they be 

doing more? 
 

5. Name one thing today’s Gospel says to us that we 

disciples of Jesus need to heed and act on. 

 

JOURNALING:  Having listened to God’s Word and 

listened to others reflections on it, take a quiet moment 

to reflect on what you are hearing God say to you. 

Your response will be what you bring to Eucharist on 

Sunday, asking Jesus to help you respond as he asks 

of you. When ready, jot down your reflections. 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

Share with the person next to you one way you can act 

on this week’s readings. Suggestions: Pray for priests 

and the religious life, especially those who minister in 

hostile environments. Pray that those whom the Good 

Shepherd is calling to the priesthood and religious life 

will hear and answer God’s call. 

 

PRAYING WITH THE WORD 
 

FACILITATOR: Let us now pause to see how 

something(s) said in the reading might lead us into 

shared prayer. Suggestion: 
 

 Jesus, help me to always know you as my Good 

Shepherd. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF 

THANKSGIVING, PETITION AND 

INTERCESSION 
 

FACILITATOR: Let us now conclude with prayers of 

thanksgiving, petition and intercession. What are we 

grateful for?  For what and for whom do we wish to pray? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER (together) 
 

PRAYER FOR PRIESTS 

AND VOCATIONS 
 

Jesus, good and gentle Shepherd, 
I thank you for the men 

who have heard and responded 
to your call to the priesthood. 

 

Place in their hearts 
a deep desire to love and serve you 

and the people you have placed 
in their care. 

May their word to us be your Word. 
And may we hear and act on your Word. 

 

Protect and guard your priests 
from false and sinful ways. 
Keep them in your truth. 

Help them to grow in holiness. 
 

Help us, your people, 
to love and support your priests 

by word and deed. 
 

Lord of the harvest, 
may all those whom you are calling 
to the priesthood and religious life 

hear and answer your call. 
Show us, as a parish, 

ways to foster vocations. 
Jesus, bless all Vocations Directors. 
Help them to discover effective ways 

to call men and women 
to the priesthood and religious life. 

Amen. 
- Fr. Eamon Tobin 

 

 


