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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
May 19, 2019 C 

 

Facilitator:  Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God and ask him to help 

us to hear the Word he wants us to hear this week. 
 

Pause for a moment and then play a religious song. 
 

Opening prayer:  Jesus, during this Easter season we celebrate the new life you gained from your death and 

Resurrection.  Help us to open our hearts more and more to your gift of new life.  Bless our sharing of your Holy 

Word.  Amen. 
 

Response to last week’s Word:  [Facilitator briefly recalls last week’s Gospel.]  Let us spend a few minutes sharing 

how the Word we heard God speak to us last week has unfolded in our lives during the week.   
 

Facilitator: All three readings speak about “newness.” The first reading speaks of new converts, the second reading 

about a new heaven and a new earth, and the Gospel about a new commandment of love. 
 

Let us listen to God’s Word to hear what it is he wants to say to us in these readings today. As you hear a word, you 

may want to underline it or write it down to remember.  
 

Read the first reading, the psalm and the second reading, pausing briefly after each one. 

 

FIRST READING:  Acts 14:21-27 

 

Paul and Barnabas have just concluded their first 

missionary journey. They are now retracing their steps 

back home. Along the way, they pay a   pastoral visit 

to churches that they have founded and formed. They 

encourage the newly formed communities to 

persevere―even if suffering comes their way, as it 

most surely will. After all, Christ suffered. Hence, his 

followers cannot expect to escape the cross. Finally, 

Paul shares with the communities their evangelization 

successes, stressing that God is the reason for the 

success. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 145 

 

This is a psalm of thanksgiving to God for his 

goodness and salvation. 

 

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-5 

 

John presents us with this final vision – of a new 

heaven and a new earth – when all the enemies of God 

will be destroyed. The old order will pass away, and 

the sea (the place of chaos and evil) will be no more. 

The New Jerusalem is depicted as God’s Bride. God is 

imaged as one living in the midst of his people – loving 

them and they loving him. When God brings about a 

New Heaven and a New Earth, his people will no 

longer experience trials, times of testing and 

purification. Instead, they will only experience glory, 

happiness and peace. 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL:   

John 13:31-35 
 

As we listen to this first reading of the Gospel, let us 

listen with our minds for the content. 
 

A participant reads the Gospel, 

then all pause to reflect. 
 

As we listen to this second reading of the Gospel, let 

us listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying to us. 

Be aware of what draws us in and what part of the 

Gospel might be a challenge to embrace. You may 

want to underline or write down the word you hear.  
 

A participant reads the Gospel again, 

then all pause to reflect. 

 

GOSPEL:  John 13:31-35 
 

Judas’ departure sets the scene for Jesus’ last discourse 

and glorification.  The die is cast; there is no going 

back now. Jesus’ hour has come. The events of 

salvation are about to start. Jesus begins by speaking 

about his “glorification,” i.e., his passion, death and 

Resurrection.  Jesus says, “The Son of Man is glorified 

and God is glorified in him.” The Son of Man is 

glorified both in his willingness to obey God even unto 

death and in the fact that God will glorify him by 

making his sacrifice effective for the salvation of all. 

By pouring out his life for us, Jesus not only saves us, 

but also gives us a perfect example of what love is. 
 

Jesus speaks to his disciples about a new 

commandment―to love one another. What is new 
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about Jesus’ commandment is that it calls his 

followers to show the same self-sacrificing love that 

he has shown them. The mark of a true disciple is his 

willingness to lay down his life for the Gospel. This 

new commandment of love is at work in the hearts of 

Paul and Barnabas for their willingness to be 

persecuted for the sake of the Gospel. It is at work in 

the heart of the beloved disciple, John, and the 

community he is writing to in the Book of Revelation. 

It was at work in the hearts of people down through 

the ages when they laid down their lives to preach the 

Gospel in hostile environments and to serve the poor. 

It is at work in many faith communities today who live 

in places very hostile to Christianity.  

 

FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 

 

1. Turn to the person next to you and share what 

word/s or image/s in the readings caught your 

attention? Did they comfort or challenge you or touch 

you in some other way?  

 

The facilitator can decide which is more helpful: to 

share the next questions with the whole group, or to 

share in smaller groups of three or four. 

 

2. In the first reading, Paul states that “it is necessary 

to undergo many hardships for us to enter the kingdom 

of God.” What are some of the hardships or trials 

involved in living a Christian life? What helps us to 

cope with them? 

 

3. In the second reading, John speaks of God who will 

“wipe away our every tear.” Can you recall a teary 

time in your life when you experienced God or Jesus 

to be a consoling and comforting presence? 

 

4. List five concrete ways you can obey the new 

commandments to love others. At the end of the week, 

look at the list and see how you did. 

 

5. Name one thing today’s Gospel says to us that we 

disciples of Jesus need to heed and act on. 

 

JOURNALING Having listened to God’s Word and 

listened to others reflections on it, take a quiet moment 

to reflect on what you are hearing God say to you. 

Your response will be what you bring to Eucharist on 

Sunday, asking Jesus to help you respond as he asks 

of you. When ready, jot down your reflections. 

 

 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

Share with the person next to you one way you can act 

on this week’s readings. Suggestions: Pray for those 

undergoing hardship at this time. If you know 

someone in this situation, personally reach out to 

him/her. 

 

PRAYING WITH THE WORD 

 

FACILITATOR: Let us now pause to see how 

something(s) said in the reading might lead us into 

shared prayer. Suggestion: 
 

  Jesus, fill me with your love so that I can love 

others, especially those I find it hard to love. 

 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF 

THANKSGIVING, PETITION AND 

INTERCESSION 

 

FACILITATOR:  Let us now conclude with prayers 

of thanksgiving, petition and intercession. What are 

we grateful for? For what and for whom do we wish to 

pray? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER (together) 

 

Loving God, 
you became one with us 

that we might become one with you 
and with one another. 
May your love for us 

made uniquely visible in Jesus, 
teach us how to love one another 

as he did, 
so you can make all things new. 

Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


