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TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
August 18, 2019 C 

 
Facilitator:   Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God and ask him to 
help us to hear the Word he wants us to hear this week. 
 

Pause for a moment and then play a religious song. 
 

Opening prayer:  Jesus, we are gathered in your name to share life and to share our reflections on your Word. May 
your Holy Spirit purify our minds and hearts of anything that will hinder us from hearing the message you want us 
to hear. Amen. 
 
Response to last week’s Word:  [Facilitator briefly recalls last week’s Gospel.]  Let us spend a few minutes sharing 
how the Word we heard God speak to us last week has unfolded in our lives during the week.   
 
Facilitator: The first and third readings speak about the prophet’s pain when he and his word are rejected.  In the 
second reading, the author seeks to offer a word of encouragement to people who are tempted to lose faith. 
 
Let us listen to God’s Word to hear what it is he wants to say to us in these readings today. As you hear a word, you 
may want to underline it or write it down to remember.  
 
Read the first reading, the psalm and the second reading, pausing briefly after each one. 
 
FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10 
 
King Zedekiah is a good example of a leader with no 
backbone. The opponents of Jeremiah want to kill him 
because they resent the word he speaks. Even though 
Zedekiah knows that Jeremiah speaks for God, he, like 
Pilate, hands him over to the crowd. Later, when an 
advocate of Jeremiah, Ebed-melech, petitions the king 
to release Jeremiah, he also agrees. The divisions in 
Zedekiah’s kingdom can be found wherever God’s 
truth is being spoken, as we shall see in today’s 
Gospel. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 40 
 
This psalm celebrates God as deliverer. He will draw 
us out of the pit we may find ourselves in. 
 
SECOND READING:  Hebrews 12:1-3 
 
This is a beautiful reading on encouragement to people 
who may be despondent and tempted to lose faith. As 
a source of encouragement to the despondent, the 
author offers the example of a “cloud of witnesses” 
(faith-filled people spoken about in Chapter 11) and of 
Jesus who endured rejection and the Cross.  Readers 
of this letter are encouraged to free themselves from 
entanglement with sin, bad habits, self-indulgence, 
fear and doubt. 
 
 
 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL:   
Luke 12:49-53 
 
As we listen to this first reading of the Gospel, let us 
listen with our minds for the content. 
 

A participant reads the Gospel, 
then all pause to reflect. 

 
As we listen to this second reading of the Gospel, let 
us listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying to us. 
Be aware of what draws us in and what part of the 
Gospel might be a challenge to embrace. You may 
want to underline or write down the word you hear.  

 
A participant reads the Gospel again, 

then all pause to reflect. 
 
GOSPEL:  Luke 12:49-53 
 
This Gospel passage contains two sayings about “fire” 
and “division.” The “fire” Jesus refers to is the fire of 
the Holy Spirit. The “baptism” Jesus refers to is his 
suffering and death. After his death, the Pentecostal 
fire will be ignited which, in turn, will force people to 
make decisions for or against Jesus. This time of 
decision is a great divider. In Luke 2:34, Simeon 
prophesies that Jesus will be the cause of the rise and 
fall of many. Some members of a family will accept 
Jesus’ word and become his disciples. Some will reject 
Jesus’ word and even persecute those who accept him. 
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FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 
1. Turn to the person next to you and share what 
word/s or image/s in the readings caught your 
attention?  Did they comfort or challenge you or touch 
you in some way?  
 
The facilitator can decide which is more helpful: to 
share the next questions with the whole group, or to 
share in smaller groups of three or four. 
 
2. Ebed-melech is an advocate and rescuer of 
Jeremiah (first reading).  For whom or for what cause 
have you been or would like to be an advocate?  If you 
are an advocate for some person or cause, what 
motivates you in this work of advocacy? 
 
3. Who have been some of the “cloud of witnesses” in 
your faith journey – people whose faith inspired you? 
How can you be more like them? 
 
4. Have you experienced a time when religion caused 
division in a family?  If so, what helped you to deal 
with this experience? 
 
5. Name one thing today’s Gospel says to us that we 
disciples of Jesus need to heed and act on. 
 
JOURNALING.  Having listened to God’s Word and 
listened to others’ reflections on it, take a quiet 
moment to reflect on what you are hearing God say to 
you. Your response will be what you bring to Eucharist 
on Sunday, asking Jesus to help you respond as he asks 
of you. When ready, jot down your reflections. 
 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
Share with the person next to you one way you can act 
on this week’s readings. Suggestion: Reach out to 
someone who is in a pit of depression for whatever 
reason. 
 
PRAYING WITH THE WORD 
 
FACILITATOR: Let us now pause to see how 
something(s) said in the reading might lead us into 
shared prayer. Suggestion: Jesus, even though you 
come to bring peace on earth, your message causes 
division in families, neighborhoods and countries. 
Open the hearts of all who continue to open to you. 
 
 
 
 
 

CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, 
PETITION AND INTERCESSION 
 
Facilitator: Let us now conclude with prayers of 
thanksgiving, petition and intercession. What are we 
grateful for?  For what and for whom do we wish to 
pray? 
 
CLOSING PRAYER (together) 
 

Jesus,  
you came to enlighten the eyes of our hearts  

so that we might see you as our leader,  
hear you as the very Word of God,  

and follow you along the way you have led.  
Do not let us grow weary and lose heart,  

but set our spirits afire with your life-giving Spirit. 
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