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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
January 12, 2020 A 

 
Facilitator:  Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God and ask Him to help 
us to hear the word He wants us to hear this week. 
 

Pause for a moment and then play a religious song. 
 

Opening prayer:  God our Creator, you offered your servant Jesus as Savior to all humankind.  His coming among us 
opened our eyes to the light of justice, peace and salvation.  By the River Jordan you anointed Jesus to carry out his 
mission. Anoint us now with your Holy Spirit so that we can hear the Word you are speaking to us. This we pray 
through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 
 

Response to last week’s word: [Facilitator briefly recalls last week’s Gospel.]  Let us spend a few minutes sharing 
how the word we heard God speak to us last week has unfolded in our lives during the week.   
 

Facilitator:  This feast celebrates Jesus as the anointed servant of God, the one who suffers (first reading) for all   
(second reading).  It is a bridge between the end of the Christmas season and the beginning of Ordinary Time. 
 

Let us listen to God’s word to hear what it is He wants to say to us in these readings today. As you hear a word, you 
may want to underline it or write it down to remember.  
 

Read the first reading, the psalm and the second reading pausing briefly after each one. 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 
 
This reading is the first of four Isaian poems that speak 
of a mysterious suffering servant who will be God’s 
instrument in bringing salvation and justice to our 
world. As Isaiah is writing these poems, he is not 
thinking about a future Messiah named Jesus. More 
likely, he imagines a transformed and purified Israel 
who will be God’s instrument among the nations. 
 
After the death and Resurrection of Jesus, the first 
Christians see in these poems a description of Jesus— 
the Suffering Servant par excellence—the one who 
through his suffering, death and Resurrection, has 
brought salvation and light to a dark world. Modest, 
gentle and compassionate, this Servant does not fit the 
popular image of a militaristic leader who would bring 
military victory to Israel over her aggressors.          
This gentle Servant will be empowered by God to carry 
out his mission. 
 
Most significant in the description of the Servant is his 
endowment with God’s spirit. The Servant will exer-
cise justice, but not the harsh, exacting kind. In and 
through Baptism, each of us is called to imitate the 
Servant spoken about in this reading. We have in Jesus 
and many of the saints—especially those who were   
advocates for the poor—great models whom we can 
seek to imitate through the help of the Holy Spirit. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 29 
 
“The voice of the Lord over the waters” connects this 
psalm to the baptism of Jesus. 

SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-38 
 
Addressing the household of Cornelius, a Roman cen-
turion and Gentile, Peter tells Cornelius that because he 
has opened his heart to the message of Jesus, he is 
saved. The key point in this reading is that salvation is 
available to all who open their hearts to God. “God 
shows no partiality.” 
 
PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL:  Matthew 3:13-17 
 
As we listen to this first reading of the Gospel, let us 
listen with our minds for the content. 
 

A participant reads the Gospel,  
then all pause to reflect. 

 

As we listen to this second reading of the Gospel, let 
us listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying to us.  
Be aware of what draws us in and what part of the 
Gospel might be a challenge to embrace. You may 
want to underline or write down the word you hear. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17 
 
Jesus comes to the River Jordan to be baptized by 
John. But John has a problem with Jesus’ request    
because his baptism is for sinners – which Jesus is not. 
Yet Jesus insists that John baptize him “to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Remember that Matthew is writing 
mainly to a Jewish Christian community. He is anxious 
to show them that Jesus is the fulfillment of all Old 
Testament prophecies concerning the Messiah. The 
‘sky opening,’ the ‘Spirit of God descending,’ and ‘a 
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voice from the heavens’ all resonate with messianic 
prophecies that are fulfilled in Jesus. 
 
Many scholars believe that Jesus insisted on receiving 
a “sinner’s baptism” as a way to identity himself with 
sinful humanity. In his Incarnation, Jesus takes upon 
himself the sins of the world. Scholars also believe that 
it is during his baptism experience that Jesus becomes 
aware of the type of Messiah that he is to become, 
namely, a suffering Messiah like the one described in 
Isaiah 53 (from which the first reading on Good Friday 
is taken). 
 
FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 
1. Turn to the person next to you and share what 
word/s or image/s in the readings caught your atten-
tion?  Did they comfort or challenge you or touch you 
in some way?  
 

The facilitator can decide which is more helpful: to 
share the next questions with the whole group, or to 
share in smaller groups of three or four. 
 
2. Have you ever suffered for doing what was just and 
right? Or do you know someone who has? How was 
that experience for you? 
 
3. The second reading states that our God is an all-
inclusive God who shows no partiality. What are some 
forms of partiality we witness in our Church or society 
today? 
 
4. Each of us has been “baptized with the spirit and 
fire.” What does this mean to you? What should it 
mean for the way we live our lives as baptized     
Christians? 
 
5. Name one thing today’s Gospel says to us that we 
disciples of Jesus need to heed and act on. 
 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

Share with the person next to you one way you can act 
on this week’s readings.  Suggestions:  Be more aware 
of your baptismal call to be the presence of Christ in 
our world and how you have received the power of the 
Holy Spirit to help you live out this call. 
 
JOURNALING.  Having listened to God’s Word and 
listened to others’ reflections on it, take a quiet      
moment to reflect on what you are hearing God say to 
you. Your response will be what you bring to Eucharist 
on Sunday, asking Jesus to help you respond as he asks 
of you. When ready, jot down your reflections. 
 
 

PRAYING WITH THE WORD 
 
FACILITATOR:  Let us now pause to see how some-
thing(s) said in the reading might lead us into shared 
prayer. Suggestion: “Jesus, in and through the Sacra-
ment of Baptism, you filled me with your life and love. 
Help me to be more fully aware of this blessing in my 
daily life. 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, 
PETITION AND INTERCESSION 
 

Facilitator: Let us now conclude with prayers of 
thanksgiving, petition and intercession. What are we 
grateful for?  For what and for whom do we wish to 
pray? 
 
CLOSING PRAYER (together) 
 

God of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
you are the creator of all of us.  

We are your handiwork.  
Fill me with an awareness of your Holy Spirit  

that I might see all people the way you do.  
Empower me to follow the example of your Son  

and servant, Jesus Christ. 
Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCC Annual Day of Reflection:  We Are Mission! 
January 25, 2020, 8:00am – 3:00pm 

Presented by 
Fr. Blake Britton & Dr. Carol Razza 
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Info and $12 Tickets at sccspacecoast@gmail.com 
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	RESPONSORIAL PSALM 72
	Prayer for Family Unity
	Teach me to appreciate the gift
	of being part of a family.



