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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
May 3, 2020 A 

 
Facilitator:  Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God and ask him to help 
us to hear the Word he wants us to hear this week. 
 
Pause for a moment and then play a religious song. 
 
Opening prayer:  God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, though your people walk in the valley of darkness, no 
evil should they fear, for they follow in faith the call of the Shepherd whom you have sent for their hope and strength. 
Attune our minds to the sound of his voice and lead our steps in the path he has shown, that we may know the strength 
of his outstretched arm and enjoy the light of your presence forever. We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Response to last week’s Word:  [Facilitator briefly recalls last week’s Gospel.]  Let us spend a few minutes sharing 
how the Word we heard God speak to us last week has unfolded in our lives during the week.   
 
Facilitator reads focus statement:  Traditionally, the fourth Sunday of Easter is called “Good Shepherd Sunday” 
because the Gospel readings in all three cycles are taken from the tenth chapter of John, in which Jesus uses the 
image of a shepherd to describe his relationship to us.  In the first reading, Peter stresses the importance of repentance 
and baptism for those who want to participate in the salvation won for us by Jesus.  In the second reading, Peter seeks 
to give meaning to the sufferings of Christians.  In the Gospel, Jesus uses images of the Good Shepherd and Sheepgate 
to describe his ministry. 
 
Let us listen to God’s Word to hear what it is he wants to say to us in these readings today. As you hear a word, you 
may want to underline it or write it down to remember.  
 
Read the first reading, the psalm and the second reading, pausing briefly after each one. 
 
FIRST READING:  Acts 2:14, 36-41 
 
This reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon to the 
Jews assembled in Jerusalem for the feast of Pentecost. 
The first paragraph summarizes the whole sermon. 
Jesus’ death reveals humankind’s complicity with evil 
and God’s immeasurable love for humankind. 
Convinced of their own sin and of God’s love for 
them, Peter’s audience is “deeply shaken” and asks, 
“What must we do?” Peter tells them that they must 
“repent, be baptized, and receive forgiveness and the 
Holy Spirit, who is given for you and for all who are 
far off.” 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 23 
 
In this well-loved psalm, the psalmist expresses a 
tremendous trust in God, our Good Shepherd. 
 
SECOND READING:  1Peter 2:20-25 
 
Peter is addressing slaves who have become 
Christians.  He does not condemn the evil institution 
of slavery; he simply takes it for granted as Christians 
did for several hundred years after the coming of Jesus. 
Accepting that slavery is going to be around for a long 

time and that some slaves will become Christians and 
continue to suffer, Peter seeks to help them find some 
meaning in their suffering. He sets before them the 
example of Jesus who also suffered unjustly. Jesus’ 
attitude toward suffering is: if done for the right  
reason or motive, it can drastically change lives. A 
suffering servant can effect changes in the lives of 
those inflicting hardship and pain. 
 
PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL:   John 10:1-10 
 
As we listen to this first reading of the Gospel, let us 
listen with our minds for the content. 
 

A participant reads the Gospel,  
then all pause to reflect. 

 

As we listen to this second reading of the Gospel, let 
us listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying to us.  
Be aware of what draws us in and what part of the 
Gospel might be a challenge to embrace. You may 
want to underline or write down the word you hear. 
 
GOSPEL:  John 10:1-10 
 
This Gospel follows Chapter 9 of John in which the 
Pharisees are depicted as blind leaders and bad 
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shepherds. They fail to recognize Jesus as the “Light 
of the World.” They excommunicate from the 
synagogue the blind man who does recognize and 
accept Jesus. 
 
Jesus replaces these blind guides and assumes 
leadership of his flock. He is the Good Shepherd who 
does not abuse his flock by tossing them out; rather, 
he lays down his very life for them. His willingness 
to put his life at risk for his followers makes Jesus a 
much more qualified leader than the Pharisees who 
are “thieves and robbers” who do not really care for 
the sheep. 
 
Jesus is the Good Shepherd who knows his flock by 
name. They recognize his voice and follow him as he 
leads them to good pastures. There is a close personal 
relationship between Jesus and his flock. 
 
Jesus also describes himself as “the Gate for his 
sheep.” He is the way to the Father and to eternal life. 
 
FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 
1. Turn to the person next to you and share what verse 
or image in the readings caught your attention or drew 
you in. Was there a verse or aspect of the readings that 
challenged you? 
 

The facilitator can decide which is more helpful: to 
share the next questions with the whole group, or to 
share in smaller groups of three or four. 
 
2. In the first reading, Peter’s congregation is “cut to 
the heart” as they hear him preach. Has this kind of 
conviction or spiritual awakening ever happened to 
you as a result of a homily or as a result of some other 
event in your life? 
 
3. What are forms of slavery (second reading) in our 
world today? What if anything, can we do to oppose 
slavery? 
 
4. What are traits of a good shepherd? How can you 
be a good shepherd to others? 
 
5. Name one thing today’s Gospel says to us that we 
disciples of Jesus need to heed and act on. 
 
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
Share with the person next to you one way you can act 
on this week’s readings. Suggestion: Be a good 
shepherd for someone going through a tough time. If 
someone is or has been a good shepherd to you, 
consider letting him/her know.  

JOURNALING. Having listened to God’s Word and 
listened to others’ reflections on it, take a quiet      
moment to reflect on what you are hearing God say to 
you. Your response will be what you bring to Eucharist 
on Sunday, asking Jesus to help you respond as he asks 
of you. When ready, jot down your reflections. 
 
PRAYING WITH THE WORD 
 
Facilitator: Let us now pause to see how                  
something(s) said in the reading might lead us into 
shared prayer. Suggestion:  Thank you, Jesus, for being 
our Good Shepherd.  Help me to hear your voice.  Help 
me to make good use of the pastures you give me. 
Amen. 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, 
PETITION AND INTERCESSION 
 
Facilitator: Pray for an increase of vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life. Pray for all who are 
suffering and for their caregivers. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER (together) 
 

Prayers for Priests and for Vocations 
 

Jesus, good and gentle Shepherd, 
I thank you for the men 

who have heard and responded 
to your call to priesthood. 

Place in their hearts a deep desire 
to love and serve you and the people 

you have placed in their care. 
May their word to us be your Word. 

And may we hear and act on your Word. 
Protect and guard your priests 

from false and sinful ways. 
Keep them in your truth. 

Help them to grow in holiness. 
Help us, your people, to love and 

support your priests by word and deed. 
Lord of the harvest, may all those whom 

you are calling to the priesthood and 
religious life hear and answer your call. 

Show us, as a parish, ways to foster vocations. 
Jesus, bless all Vocations Directors; 
help them to discover effective ways 

to call men and women 
to the priesthood and religious life. 

Amen. 
 


	SECOND READING:  1Peter 1:3-9
	- St. Augustine


