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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
May 10, 2020 A 

 
Facilitator:  Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God and ask him to help 
us to hear the Word he wants us to hear this week. 
 
Pause for a moment and then play a religious song. 
 
Opening prayer:  Risen Christ, you are the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  You lead us to the Father.  Today, as we 
gather in your name, nurture us with your Word.  May your Spirit breathe on us as we break open your Word.  This 
we pray through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Response to last week’s Word:  [Facilitator briefly recalls last week’s Gospel.]  Let us spend a few minutes sharing 
how the Word we heard God speak to us last week has unfolded in our lives during the week.   
 
Facilitator reads focus statement: The first reading tells us how the Diaconate ministry came to be. The second 
reading offers words of encouragement to a persecuted Christian community.  In the Gospel, Jesus offers some words 
of comfort to his Apostles who are sad because he speaks about leaving them. 
 
Let us listen to God’s Word to hear what it is he wants to say to us in these readings today. As you hear a word, you 
may want to underline it or write it down to remember.  
 
Read the first reading, the psalm and the second reading, pausing briefly after each one. 
 
FIRST READING:  Acts 6:1-7 
 
As the Christian community grows in numbers, there 
is conflict around the care for poor widows. It seems 
that Greek-speaking Jewish widows do not receive the 
same care as widows living in Jerusalem. This has also 
caused a problem for the Apostles. In caring for the 
widows, time set aside for the preaching of the word 
has been curtailed. 
 
The Apostles resolve both problems by having Greek-
speaking Jews select seven men to take over the 
ministry of caring for the widows. The Apostles lay 
hands on the chosen seven and pray over them. And 
thus begins a new ordained ministry in the church—
the diaconate.  It has been well said that “necessity is 
the mother of invention.” 
 
The reading also underlines how the first leaders of the 
church come to realize that true Gospel living involves 
caring for the poor. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 33 
 
This psalm applauds God’s fidelity. 
 
SECOND READING:  1Peter 2:4-9 
 
The author tells his readers that their high standing in 
God’s eyes more than compensates for their low 
standing in the eyes of society. These ‘resident aliens’ 

may be rejected by the world but they are precious in 
God’s eyes. These ‘nobodies’ are a “chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, a consecrated nation, a people God 
claims as his own.” The author is saying to a people 
who may be feeling that they do not belong, that they 
very much belong to God. The reading reminds those 
who are homeless that they have a home in God. 
 
A ‘stumbling block’ (Isaiah 8:4) seeks to convey 
notions of strength and challenge in adversity. The 
reference to “the rejected stone becoming the corner 
stone” (Ps 118:2) explains how Israel was considered 
insignificant by the empires over the centuries. The 
Christians in hostile Asia-Minor will be a ‘stumbling 
block’ and a ‘rejected stone’ in their environment. 
Recall that Peter is writing to a community living in an 
unbelieving and often hostile environment.  
 
PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL:  John 14:1-12 
 
As we listen to this first reading of the Gospel, let us 
listen with our minds for the content. 
 

A participant reads the Gospel,  
then all pause to reflect. 

 

As we listen to this second reading of the Gospel, let 
us listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying to us.  
Be aware of what draws us in and what part of the 
Gospel might be a challenge to embrace. You may 
want to underline or write down the word you hear. 
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GOSPEL:  John 14:1-12 
 
The setting for this Gospel is Jesus’s last meal with his 
disciples during which he speaks about going away to 
his Father. Jesus assures his disciples that he will not 
abandon them. Though he will be physically absent 
from them, he will remain with them in a new way. 
 
At this time, neither Thomas nor Phillip understands 
the new way that Jesus is talking about.  In response 
to Thomas, Jesus says he is the Way, the Truth and the 
Life. 
 
Jesus is the Way by which we travel to the fullness of 
God. United to Jesus, we enter into the life of God. 
Jesus—as the Way—includes the Way of the Cross. 
 
Jesus is the Truth. He not only speaks the truth, but 
the fullness of truth resides in him alone. The Truth 
which Jesus offers is not ‘catechism truth’ or some 
system of thought.  Rather, it is a person.  Jesus reveals 
to us the true nature of God and the truth about 
humanity. 
 
Jesus is the Life. Our life is totally wrapped up with 
Jesus through Baptism and the Eucharist. “In him, we 
live, move, and have our being” (Acts 17:28). 
 
Philip’s question gives Jesus the opportunity to speak 
about the closeness and intimacy that exist between 
him and the Father. The intimacy is so close that to 
see Jesus is to see the Father, and to ‘know’ Jesus is 
to experience the Father. 
 
FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 
1. Turn to the person next to you and share what verse 
or image in the readings caught your attention or drew 
you in. Was there a verse or aspect of the readings that 
challenged you? 
 

The facilitator can decide which is more helpful: to 
share the next questions with the whole group, or to 
share in smaller groups of three or four. 
 
2. The first reading is about the creation of the 
diaconate. What is your experience of this ordained 
ministry in your parish? If you have no deacons, do 
you wish you had? 
 
3. In the Gospel, Jesus urges his disciples to not let 
their hearts be troubled. What kinds of things can 
cause your hearts to be troubled? What helps you to 
calm a troubled heart? 
 

4. In what way is Jesus your Way, your Truth and 
your Life? 
 
5. Name one thing today’s Gospel says to us that we 
disciples of Jesus need to heed and act on. 
 
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
Share with the person next to you one way you can act 
on this week’s readings. Suggestions: Be aware of the 
things that worry and upset you. Try to do a better job 
of dealing with worry. 
 
JOURNALING. Having listened to God’s Word and 
listened to others’ reflections on it, take a quiet      
moment to reflect on what you are hearing God say to 
you. Your response will be what you bring to Eucharist 
on Sunday, asking Jesus to help you respond as he asks 
of you. When ready, jot down your reflections. 
 
PRAYING WITH THE WORD 
 
Facilitator: Let us now pause to see how                  
something(s) said in the reading might lead us into 
shared prayer.  Suggestion:  Jesus, you are my Way, 
my Truth and my Life. Help me to live accordingly and 
not allow other things and persons to take priority 
over me. 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, 
PETITION AND INTERCESSION 
 
Facilitator: What are we grateful for? What or for 
whom do we need to pray for? 
 
CLOSING PRAYER (together) 
 

Jesus, 
You are the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
Help us daily to be a little more aware 

of this great belief. 
Thank you preparing a permanent place 

for us in Heaven. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	SECOND READING:  1Peter 1:3-9
	- St. Augustine


