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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
March 29, 2020 A 

 
Facilitator:  Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God and ask him to help 
us to hear the Word he wants us to hear this week. 
 

Pause for a moment and then play a religious song. 
 

Opening prayer:  God of all creation, we gather together to share our lives in the context of your life-giving Word. 
You came that we might have life in abundance. Help us to reject sin and evil so that we might come to a fuller life 
in you.  Open our graves to new life in your Son, Jesus.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Response to last week’s Word:  [Facilitator briefly recalls last week’s Gospel.]  Let us spend a few minutes sharing 
how the Word we heard God speak to us last week has unfolded in our lives during the week.   
 

Facilitator reads focus statement: On the Fifth Sunday of Lent, our series of three Johannine Gospel readings reach 
their climactic conclusion in the Story of Lazarus raised from the dead. In communities where the Elect have been 
celebrating the scrutiny rites in preparation for Baptism, this story about resurrection from the dead serves to remind 
them and us of the ultimate purpose of Christian initiation: eternal life with Jesus Christ, the Risen One. All three 
readings speak of the victory over sin and death that we experience from living our lives in union with Christ. 
 

Let us listen to God’s Word to hear what it is he wants to say to us in these readings today. As you hear a word, you 
may want to underline it or write it down to remember.  
 

Read the first reading, the psalm and the second reading, pausing briefly after each one. 
 
FIRST READING:  Ezekiel 37:12-14 
 
This reading is intended to be a prophetic word of hope 
for the Israelites living in physical exile from their 
homeland and in spiritual exile from God. They feel 
God has abandoned them. We listen to the final verses 
of Ezekiel’s famous ‘dry bones’ vision that God gives 
him while living in exile with his people in Babylon. 
The scene is one of complete devastation and 
desolation. The ground is covered with the bones of 
countless soldiers killed in battle. After bringing 
Ezekiel to this horrible scene, God asks him a startling 
question: “Son of Man, can these bones come to life?” 
These prophetic verses are a challenging call to the 
people to believe that God will deliver them from the 
death of exile. Read in the context of Christian faith, 
one could understand these verses as a reference to 
personal, individual resurrection beyond bodily death. 
When this text is read today with Paul’s words to the 
Romans (8:11): “The one who raised Christ from the 
dead will give life to our mortal bodies,” we 
understand how comforting the fullness of Christian 
faith can be in the face of whatever darkness, defeat or 
disaster may strike us. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 130 
 
This is a cry to God from the depths of one’s being, a 
cry in which the psalmist puts his trust in God as he 
awaits forgiveness and deliverance.  

SECOND READING:  Romans 8:8-11 
 
Paul contrasts ‘life in the spirit’ with ‘life in the flesh.’ 
He reminds us that we are to live ‘in the spirit’ and not 
‘in the flesh.’ This does not mean that we are to deny 
our human nature as flesh-and-blood creatures. When 
Paul uses the word ‘flesh,’ he is referring to that part 
of us that is not yet surrendered to God and 
transformed by grace, that part of us that continues to 
be self-centered and rebellious against God and his 
ways. When Paul uses the term ‘spirit,’ he is referring 
to that part of us that seeks to follow God and his ways 
over our sinful cravings. But we can only make such 
good choices because our spirit has been infused with 
the Holy Spirit at Baptism. For Paul, the Spirit is the 
life force behind Jesus’ Resurrection and is the same 
Spirit who will raise our mortal bodies from death to 
life. Our incorporation into Christ at Baptism makes it 
possible for us to share in his victory over death. 
 
PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL: John 11:1-45 
 
As we listen to this first reading of the Gospel, let us 
listen with our minds for the content. 
 

A participant reads the Gospel,  
then all pause to reflect. 

 

As we listen to this second reading of the Gospel, let 
us listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying to us.  
Be aware of what draws us in and what part of the 
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Gospel might be a challenge to embrace. You may 
want to underline or write down the word you hear. 
 
GOSPEL:  John 11:1-45 
 
In last week’s Gospel, Jesus declares himself “Light 
of the World” and he proves it by giving physical and 
spiritual sight to a blind man. This week, Jesus 
declares himself to be “The Resurrection and the 
Life” and proves it by raising a dead man from the 
sleep of death. The raising of Lazarus prefigures 
Jesus’ own hour of Death and Resurrection. 
 
The great paradox of the story is that as Jesus gives 
life to Lazarus, the authorities begin to plan his death 
(vv 49-53). Jesus is condemned to death for being a 
life-giver. How strange and evil! We also notice again 
the struggle between light and darkness, belief and 
unbelief. Many come to believe in Jesus, but others 
recede into the darkness of unbelief.  
 
This particular story gives us a beautiful blending of 
both the divinity and humanity of Jesus. We witness 
the human side of Jesus in his reaction to the death of 
his friend.  As he ‘weeps’ and is ‘troubled in spirit’ 
the bystanders observe: “See how much he loved 
Lazarus.” We see the divinity of Jesus at work when 
he raises Lazarus from the tomb. The heart and center 
of this story is found in verses 25-26, in which Jesus 
declares: “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever 
believes in me, though he should die, will come to life. 
Whoever is alive and believes in me will never die.” 
 
When Jesus goes to the tomb of Lazarus, he is 
confronted by the reality of death and is ‘troubled in 
spirit.’ It seems Jesus is angered by the power and 
hold that death has over humanity. At the tomb, Jesus 
speaks three commands: “Take away the stone.” 
“Lazarus, come out.” “Untie him and let him go 
free.” By raising Lazarus from the dead, Jesus shows 
that he is more powerful than death. Of course the 
‘life’ Jesus offers is much more than biological life; it 
is ‘eternal life’ that begins here and now as soon as we 
unite ourselves to Jesus. In John 5:28-30, Jesus says: 
“The dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God…and 
shall live.” The raising of Lazarus actualizes this 
promise.   
 
FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 
1. Turn to the person next to you and share what verse 
or image in the readings caught your attention or draws 
you in. Was there a verse or aspect of the readings that 
challenged you? 
 

The facilitator can decide which is more helpful: to 
share the next questions with the whole group, or to 
share in smaller groups of three or four. 
 
2. Name types of graves people can find themselves in 
today, e.g., grave of depression, grief and poverty. 
What can we do to lift ourselves out of a grave we may 
find ourselves in? 
 
3. According to John’s Gospel, our three big enemies 
are the world, the flesh and the devil. The ‘flesh’ is that 
tendency in us to live life without reference to God and 
his ways. What causes us to sometimes live in the flesh 
and to ignore God and his ways? 
 
4. At the grave of Lazarus, Jesus says, “Unbind him 
and let him go free.” What can hold us bound (e.g., an 
addiction, resentment) so that we are prevented from 
living life as freely and as fully as God wishes for us? 
What can help us to get unbounded and go free? 
 
5. Name one thing today’s Gospel says to us that we 
disciples of Jesus need to heed and act on. 
 
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
Share with the person next to you one way you can act 
on this week’s readings. Suggestion: If you, a friend, 
neighbor, or co-worker are in a season of death (grief, 
depression, failure), be aware of and use the resources 
that can help one another. Name the things that may be 
keeping you bound at this time and stopping you from 
being fully alive. Decide on a step you can take to set 
yourself free. 
 
JOURNALING. Having listened to God’s Word and 
listened to others’ reflections on it, take a quiet      
moment to reflect on what you are hearing God say to 
you. Your response will be what you bring to Eucharist 
on Sunday, asking Jesus to help you respond as he asks 
of you. When ready, jot down your reflections. 
 
PRAYING WITH THE WORD 
 
FACILITATOR: Let us now pause to see how 
something(s) said in the reading might lead us into 
shared prayer. Suggestion: Lord Jesus, you are the 
resurrection and the life, draw me away from fleshly 
desires that hinder me from hearing and responding to 
the promptings of the Holy Spirit. 
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CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, 
PETITION AND INTERCESSION 
 
Facilitator: Especially pray for the dying and for 
spiritual freedom, the freedom to say ‘yes’ to the Spirit 
no matter what it costs you. 
 
 

CLOSING PRAYER (together) 
 

With Jesus, we pray: 
Father, we thank you for hearing us. 

Help us to go to the tombs in our lives 
so your Spirit can open our graves 

and raise us from them. 
Amen. 

 
 
REMINDER: Next week’s Gospel will be the  
Passion story according to Matthew. Decide if you 
wish to have participants read it prior or during your 
get-together. 
 
REQUEST:  Please help to spread the word about my 
writings on the Catechism, and miscellaneous articles 
on topics such as Anger, Guilt, Grief, etc.  These can 
be found on our website: www.ascensioncatholic.net 
(on homepage, click on Fr. Tobin’s Writings). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ascensioncatholic.net/
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