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TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
September 27, 2020 A 

 
Facilitator:  Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God and ask him to help 
us to hear the Word he wants us to hear this week. 
 

Pause for a moment and then play a religious song. 
 

Opening prayer:  God of mercy, lead us on your path of goodness.  Enlighten our minds so that we may come to 
know your truth and guide our footsteps in the way of righteousness.  Be with us as we gather to break open your 
holy Word.  This we pray through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Response to last week’s Word:  [Facilitator briefly recalls last week’s Gospel.]  Let us spend a few minutes sharing 
how the Word we heard God speak to us last week has unfolded in our lives during the week. 
 

Facilitator reads focus statement:  The first reading and the Gospel are connected in that both speak of a ‘yes’ and 
a ‘no’ to God.  In both readings, an initial ‘yes’ is later reversed into a ‘no’ and an initial ‘no’ into a ‘yes.’ 
 

Let us listen to God’s Word to hear what it is he wants to say to us in these readings today.  As you hear a word, you 
may want to underline it or write it down to remember. 
 

Read the first reading, the psalm, and the second reading, pausing briefly after each one. 
 
FIRST READING:  Ezekiel 18:25-28 
 
The historical context for this reading is Ezekiel 
addressing his fellow Israelites who are in exile in 
Babylon. They believe that they are being punished for 
the sins of their ancestors. This is why the reading 
begins with the statement: “The Lord’s way is not 
fair!” The overall focus of Chapter 18 of Ezekiel is 
personal responsibility. The prophet wants the exiles 
to know that they will not be held responsible for their 
parents’ sins, only for their own sins. Hence, the  
virtuous who sin and sinners who repent will receive 
consequences connected to their actions. This is also 
the message in the Gospel that Jesus is seeking to teach 
people. Our ‘yes’ and ‘no’ to him will have 
consequences. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 25 
 
This psalm speaks beautifully of God’s compassion 
for the sinner who turns to him. The note of 
conversion—as the Psalmist sees his own sins in the 
light of God’s goodness—makes this psalm a suitable 
accompaniment to the change of heart mentioned in 
the first and third readings. 
 
SECOND READING:  Philippians 2:1-11 
 
While in prison, Paul hears from his visitors about the 
bickering and division amongst his beloved 
Philippians.  From the deepest recesses of his heart, he 
appeals to them to change their destructive ways. 
Because they have been baptized into Christ, they are 

called to live in fellowship characterized by love, 
humility, mutual respect, altruism and unity. Paul 
holds Jesus up for his readers as their model for this 
transformation process. Look at Jesus; even though he 
is God, he is willing to surrender his equality with God 
in order to become fully human.  He is willing to forgo 
his innocence to take on the sins of humanity.  Because 
of his willingness to change, God fills him with his 
glory. In placing before them the self-emptying of 
Christ, Paul is suggesting to the Philippians a radical 
de-centering of their lives—from self-absorption to 
self-giving. 
   
PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL:  Matt. 21:28-32 
 
As we listen to this first reading of the Gospel, let us 
listen with our minds for the content. 
 

A participant reads the Gospel,  
then all pause to reflect. 

 
As we listen to this second reading of the Gospel, let 
us listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying to us.  
Be aware of what draws us in and what part of the 
Gospel might be a challenge to embrace. You may 
want to underline or write down the word you hear. 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 21:28-32 
 
Today’s Gospel is the first of three consecutive 
parables in Matthew on the theme of judgment and 
how each person is responsible for his/her choices. 
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Today’s judgment parable is about two sons’ response to 
a command by their father to go out and work in his 
vineyard.  The first son initially says ‘no’ to his father but 
afterwards complies. The second son, on the other hand, 
says ‘yes, sir’ at first, but then ignores his father’s 
command. 
 
The first son represents sinners (tax collectors, 
prostitutes, etc.) who initially said ‘no’ to God, but are 
now saying ‘yes’ to Jesus. The second son personifies 
Jesus’ audience, the religious leaders of the Jewish 
people and recipients of God’s revelation. They and their 
ancestors at one time said ‘yes’ to God, but are now 
saying ‘no’ to him by their rejection of Jesus. The first 
group, in cooperation with the grace of God, is able to 
turn around and open their hearts to Jesus. The latter 
group refuses to have a change of mind and heart, and is 
therefore shut out of the Kingdom.  
 
FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 
1. Turn to the person next to you and share what verse 
or image in the readings caught your attention or drew 
you in. Was there a verse or aspect of the readings that 
challenged you? 
 
The facilitator can decide which is more helpful: to 
share the next questions with the whole group, or to 
share in smaller groups of three or four. 
 
2. As you reflect on your life, do you identify with 
either of the brothers in today’s parable?  If so, share 
why. 
 
3. If someone complained to you that God isn’t fair, 
how would you respond? 
 
4. What can distract us from saying a whole-hearted 
‘yes’ to God? 
 
5. Name one thing today’s Gospel says to us that we 
disciples of Jesus need to heed and act on. 
 
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
Share with the person next to you one way you can act 
on this week’s readings. Suggestion: Try to be aware 
of how often you say ‘yes’ and ‘no’ to God and to 
people as you go through your day and week. 
 
JOURNALING 
 
Having listened to God’s Word and listened to others’ 
reflections on it, take a quiet moment to reflect on 
what you are hearing God say to you. Your response 
will be what you bring to Eucharist on Sunday, asking 

Jesus to help you respond as he asks of you. When 
ready, jot down your reflections. 
 
PRAYING WITH THE WORD 
 
Facilitator: Let us now pause to see how some-
thing(s) said in the reading might lead us into shared 
prayer.  Suggestion:  Dear Jesus, your Mother’s life 
was one big ‘yes’ to God. Help me to be more aware 
of how I say ‘yes’ and ‘no’ to you as I move through 
our day. 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, 
PETITION AND INTERCESSION 
 

Facilitator: Let us now take a few moments to add 
any other prayers of petition and intercession that we 
may have: prayers for our own needs, for family 
members, for our larger world. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER (together) 
 

Jesus,  
during your life on earth,  

your life was one big ‘yes’ to your Father.  
Help us to turn our ‘no’s’ to you into yes,  

one yes at a time. 
This we pray. 

Amen. 
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