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THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
October 25, 2020 A 

 
Facilitator:  Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God and ask him to help 
us to hear the Word he wants us to hear this week. 
 
Pause for a moment and then play a religious song. 
 
Opening prayer:  Loving and compassionate God, today you place before us the Great Commandment of Love. You 
call us to love the stranger and people at risk in our society.  Fill us with your love for all people and breathe your 
Spirit upon us as we gather to share life and your Word.  This we pray through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Response to last week’s Word:  [Facilitator briefly recalls last week’s Gospel.]  Let us spend a few minutes sharing 
how the Word we heard God speak to us last week has unfolded in our lives during the week. 
 
Facilitator reads focus statement:  Let us take a minute to consciously place ourselves in the presence of God and 
ask him to help us to hear the Word he wants us to hear today. 
 
Let us listen to God’s Word to hear what it is he wants to say to us in these readings today. As you hear a word, you 
may want to underline it or write it down to remember. 
 
Read the first reading, the psalm, and the second reading, pausing briefly after each one. 
 
FIRST READING:  Exodus 22:20-26 
 
This reading from Exodus illustrates that there is an 
integral connection between love of God and love of 
neighbor. It especially underlines the call of the men 
in Israel to care for three groups of vulnerable people: 
women, orphans and aliens. In those times, women 
depend on their fathers, husbands, and sons to care for 
them. If they lose their father or their husband, and 
have no sons, they are often reduced to begging for a 
living. Orphans are children with no legal male 
guardians. Aliens are those who are passing through 
the land and those without relatives. 
 
Today’s reading is a strong exhortation to the men of 
Israel to care especially for the disadvantaged. Failure 
to do so would bring down God’s wrath.  The words 
“I will kill you with the sword” are not to be taken 
literally. Rather, they are intended to convey how 
abominable it is in God’s eyes to fail to care for the 
most vulnerable in their midst.  Love of God and love 
of neighbor, especially the needy, are intimately 
connected. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 18 
 
This psalm is a prayer of confidence in God’s love and 
care. 
 
SECOND READING:  Thessalonians 1:5-10 
 
Thessalonica is a thriving crossroad city in the Roman 
Empire. As a result of Paul’s anointed preaching, a 

dynamic Christian community is established and 
nurtured. In fact, this small Christian community 
becomes a wonderful example for many others, a 
model for all believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 
Their “lived faith” sounds forth to all around them. 
People everywhere can see by their lifestyle how they 
have embraced Jesus and his teachings. 
 
PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL:  Matt. 22:34-40 
 
As we listen to this first reading of the Gospel, let us 
listen with our minds for the content. 
 

A participant reads the Gospel,  
then all pause to reflect. 

 
As we listen to this second reading of the Gospel, let 
us listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying to us.  
Be aware of what draws us in and what part of the 
Gospel might be a challenge to embrace. You may 
want to underline or write down the word you hear. 
  
GOSPEL:  Matthew 22:34-40 
 
Having failed to trap Jesus on the question of paying 
taxes, the Pharisees try it again. This time they have an 
expert in the law raise the question frequently asked of 
rabbis in those days: “Teacher, which commandment 
in the law is the greatest?”  Jesus’ answer combines 
two quotations from Deuteronomy and Leviticus. 
From Deuteronomy 6:5, Jesus takes these words: “You 
shall love the Lord your God, with all your heart, with 
all your soul, with all your strength.” From Leviticus 
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19:18, Jesus adds: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” Jesus and the Pharisees do not dispute the 
importance of the law. Their disagreement has to do 
with emphasis. The Pharisees, who tend to be 
legalistic, underscore compliance to the law. In 
contrast, Jesus places emphasis on love. Also, the 
Great Commandment joins together love of God and 
neighbor—something that has not been previously 
done.  In one of his epistles, John remarks: “How can 
you say you love God whom you do not see when       
you do not love your neighbor whom you can see”  
(1Jn 4:20). 
 
FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 
1. Turn to the person next to you and share what verse 
or image in the readings caught your attention or drew 
you in. Was there a verse or aspect of the readings that 
challenged you? 
 
The facilitator can decide which is more helpful: to 
share the next questions with the whole group, or to 
share in smaller groups of three or four. 
 
2. When it comes to civil law or church law, do you 
tend to be a strict follower of the law?  Explain. 
 
3. Jesus was constantly challenging the traditional 
beliefs and interpretations of the law as seen by the 
scribes and Pharisees. Would you say you are usually 
open to new ideas or new insights—or resistant? 
 
4. The Great Commandment includes ‘love of self.’ 
What is the difference between selfish love and true 
love of self?  What does the latter mean? 
 
5. What is Jesus saying to you this Sunday about how 
a faithful disciple should act? 
 
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
Share with the person next to you one way you can act 
on this week’s readings.  Suggestion: As you move 
through this week, be aware of how you are—or are 
not—living the Great Commandment to love God, 
neighbor and self.  
 
JOURNALING 
 
Having listened to God’s Word and listened to others 
reflections on it, take a quiet moment to reflect on what 
you are hearing God say to you. Your response will be 
what you bring to Eucharist on Sunday, asking Jesus 
to help you respond as he asks of you. When ready, jot 
down your reflections. 
 

PRAYING WITH THE WORD 
 
Facilitator:  Let us now pause to see how some-
thing(s) said in the reading might lead us into shared 
prayer.  Suggestion:  Jesus, your Great Commandment 
is the fulfillment of the whole Law and the heart of 
Christianity. Show me concrete ways that I can live 
this Commandment more fully. 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, 
PETITION AND INTERCESSION 
 
Facilitator:   What are we grateful for?  For whom and 
for what do we need to pray? 
 
CLOSING PRAYER (together) 
 

Love is our origin. 
Love is our constant calling. 

Love is our final fulfillment in heaven. 
Father, you have given us Jesus 

to show us how to walk the way of love. 
In and through your Holy Spirit, 

your love has been poured into our hearts. 
Help us to remember that life here on earth 

is all about growing in love of you, others and self. 
Amen. 
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