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THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
November 8, 2020 A 

 
Facilitator:  Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God and ask him to help 
us to hear the Word he wants us to hear this week. 
 
Pause for a moment and then play a religious song. 
 
Opening prayer:  Lord God, in today’s Gospel, you call us to be always ready for your coming.  Help us to develop 
a spirit of vigilance.  Be with us as we share our lives and listen to your Word.  This we pray through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
Response to last week’s Word:  [Facilitator briefly recalls last week’s Gospel.]  Let us spend a few minutes sharing 
how the Word we heard God speak to us last week has unfolded in our lives during the week. 
 
Facilitator reads focus statement:  Wise people make God the center of their lives and are prepared for God’s 
unexpected coming.  In the first reading, Wisdom personified comes to those who are morally attuned and prepared 
to receive her. The Gospel speaks about the importance of readiness for God’s visitation.  In the second reading, Paul 
speaks about the fate of those who had died before the Lord’s return. 
 

Let us listen to God’s Word to hear what it is he wants to say to us in these readings today. As you hear a word, you 
may want to underline it or write it down to remember. 
 

Read the first reading, the psalm, and the second reading, pausing briefly after each one. 
 
FIRST READING:  Wisdom 6:12-16 
 
The Book of Wisdom is one of the seven books of the 
Old Testament and only found in Catholic Bibles. It 
was written about 100 BC. 
 
Today’s reading describes how accessible wisdom is 
to all who seek her. 
 

 “She is readily perceived by those who love 
her, and is found by those who seek her.” 

 
For the Wisdom author, true wisdom is right 
relationship with God. Those who find wisdom will be 
free of worry. They will not worry over the coming of 
the Lord because they live in a spirit of vigilance. 
Those who do not seek wisdom will remain foolish 
and be filled with worry about many things. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 63 
 
This psalm is a beautiful song of one seeking a 
relationship with Divine Wisdom. Having this 
relationship is “greater than life” which reminds us 
that life without God and his love is no life at all. 
 
SECOND READING:  1Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 
The Thessalonians apparently believe that those who 
had died before the return of Christ have perished 
forever. Paul reminds them that the Resurrection of 
Christ is only a beginning, that all the baptized will be 

raised up as Christ was. That is why Paul can refer to 
the dead as having merely “fallen asleep.” Mourners 
for the dead should temper their grief with hope. 
 
Having assured his readers that believers—living and 
dead—will live forever with Christ, Paul tries to 
describe how the Second Coming will happen. 
Fundamentalist Christians interpret these verses 
literally and believe that Paul is giving us an exact 
account of how Christ will return. Their interpretation 
is known as the “rapture,” which means, “being caught 
up.” Most, if not all mainline churches, see Paul’s 
words as largely symbolic. He draws on the imagery 
of the prophet Daniel to express an indescribable 
theophonic (divine) experience. As Catholics, we 
would say that we do not know the when, how or 
where of Christ’s Second Coming.  We just believe 
that Christ will return and all the faithful who have 
ever lived and believed will enjoy his presence for all 
eternity. 
 
PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL:  Matt. 25:1-13 
 
As we listen to this first reading of the Gospel, let us 
listen with our minds for the content. 
 

A participant reads the Gospel,  
then all pause to reflect. 

 
As we listen to this second reading of the Gospel, let 
us listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying to us.  



14 
 

Be aware of what draws us in and what part of the 
Gospel might be a challenge to embrace. You may 
want to underline or write down the word you hear. 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 25:1-13 
 
Scholars tell us that many of Jesus’ parables have two 
or more levels of meaning to them. The first level is 
the intended meaning for the original audience.  In the 
original audience, the wise ones are those who hear 
and embrace the message of Jesus. The foolish ones 
are those who close their hearts to his message.  At the 
second level, the intended audience is Matthew’s own 
community (living some 40+ years later). His fellow 
Jews, who choose not to receive Jesus (the bride-
groom) or the Church, are the foolish and unprepared 
bridesmaids. But others, mainly Gentiles, accept the 
message of Jesus as preached by the early Christians. 
These are regarded as wise. 
 
At a third level, the parable is used by Matthew to 
teach a lesson to all believers about vigilance.  Here 
the wise ones are those believers who keep their lamps 
trimmed in preparing to meet Jesus by daily hearing 
and keeping his Word. The ‘foolish’ ones are those 
who hear Jesus’ message but do not act on it, just like 
the man who builds his house on sand and has nothing 
to fall back on in time of crisis. The Gospel ends with 
a warning for all readers:  since no one knows the day 
or hour of Jesus’ return, all would be wise to maintain 
an attitude of continuous preparedness. 
 
Some of us may criticize those who had oil for failing 
to share with those who had no oil. Scholars point out 
that the parable is not about compassionate giving to 
those without.  It is a call to personal readiness for the 
Lord’s return. “Stay awake for you do not know the 
day nor the hour.” In addition, there are some things 
that we cannot share, especially when others have 
closed minds and show no interest in hearing from us. 
 
FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 
1. Turn to the person next to you and share what verse 
or image in the readings caught your attention or drew 
you in. Was there a verse or aspect of the readings that 
challenged you? 
 
The facilitator can decide which is more helpful: to 
share the next questions with the whole group, or to 
share in smaller groups of three or four. 
 
2. What verse, idea or image in the readings spoke to 
you most? Why? 

3. What is your definition or description of wisdom? 
How can we grow in wisdom? 
 
4. How differently would you live your life if you 
knew that you had only six months to live? 
 
5. What can help us to remain vigilant for the Lord’s 
comings into our lives? 
 
6. Name one thing today’s Gospel says to us that we 
disciples of Jesus need to heed and act on. 
 
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
Share with the person next to you one way you can act 
on this week’s readings. Suggestion: This week, be 
more vigilant and attentive to how God may be trying 
to get through to you in the events and encounters of 
your daily life. 
 
JOURNALING. Having listened to God’s Word and 
listened to others reflections on it, take a quiet moment 
to reflect on what you are hearing God say to you. 
Your response will be what you bring to Eucharist on 
Sunday, asking Jesus to help you respond as he asks 
of you. When ready, jot down your reflections. 
 
PRAYING WITH THE WORD 
 
Facilitator:  Let us now pause to see how some-
thing(s) said in the reading might lead us into shared 
prayer.  Suggestion:  Jesus, in today’s Gospel, you ask 
us to be vigilant to your comings into our lives; deepen 
my desire for this virtue. 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, 
PETITION AND INTERCESSION 
 
Facilitator:  What are we grateful for?   For whom and 
for what do we need to pray? 
 
CLOSING PRAYER (together) 
 

Jesus, Wisdom of God,  
place in our hearts a deep desire  
to grow in your heavenly wisdom. 

Help us to never forget 
that you are always ready and willing 

to share with us your Wisdom. 
Amen. 
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