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THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
January 26, 2020 A 

 
Facilitator:  Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God and ask him to 
help us to hear the Word he wants us to hear this week. 
 

Pause for a moment and then play a religious song. 
 

Opening prayer: God of love, thank you for gathering us together to share your holy Word. Help us to listen to 
these readings with a fresh mind and heart. Anoint us with your Holy Spirit so that we may have the courage to 
share our lives with each other and to hear the message you want us to hear. This we pray through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Response to last week’s Word: [Facilitator briefly recalls last week’s Gospel.]  Let us spend a few minutes sharing 
how the Word we heard God speak to us last week has unfolded in our lives during the week.   
 
Sunday of the Word of God.  In an Apostolic Letter issued this past September, Pope Francis declared that the 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time is to be called Sunday of the Word of God.  In paragraph 3 of the Apostolic Letter, 
Aperuit Illis (“He opened their minds ….” [Lk 24:45]), Francis writes: “I hereby declare that the Third Sunday in 
Ordinary Time is to be devoted to the celebration, study and dissemination of the Word of God…communities will 
find their own ways to mark this Sunday with a certain solemnity.” [Pope Francis, The Apostolic Letter issued “Motu 
Proprio” “Aperuit Illis” Instituting the Sunday of the Word of God, The Holy See, Rome, September 30, 2019, 
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/motu_proprio/documents/papa-francesco-motu-proprio-20190930_aperuit-
illis.html.]  The good news is that all people who gather together each week to study, reflect and pray around the 
upcoming Sunday readings are already doing what Pope Francis asks of all Catholic parishes.  
 

Facilitator reads focus statement:  In the first reading, Isaiah speaks about a new light that will shine on a land 
experiencing darkness and oppression. In the Gospel, Jesus presents himself as the fulfillment of the Isaian 
prophecy.  In the second reading, Paul addresses a church family experiencing division. 
 

Let us listen to God’s Word to hear what it is he wants to say to us in these readings today. As you hear a word, you 
may want to underline it or write it down to remember.  
 

Read the first reading, the psalm and the second reading, pausing briefly after each one. 
 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 8:23, 9:3 
 
These words from Isaiah were written at a time when 
a weakened Israel was being overrun by its powerful 
neighbors. The territories held by the tribes of 
Zebulon and Naphtali (later known as Galilee) are the 
first to fall. Isaiah seeks to offer words of hope and 
consolation to a people experiencing the darkness of 
oppression. “A new light will shine on a people 
living in a land of gloom.”  Isaiah hopes his prophecy 
of a new light will be fulfilled in the next King of 
Israel.  In today’s Gospel, Jesus sees himself as the 
fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy. Jesus is the new 
Light shining on a land and people in darkness. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 27 
 
The psalmist yearns for the light of the temple and 
that unique presence of God which lifts up the spirit 
and assures the spiritual and temporal well-being of 
the people. 

SECOND READING:  1Corinthians 1:10-13, 17 
 
Paul addresses a community experiencing much 
divisiveness, which is a form of spiritual darkness.  
Four splinter groups are identified as having 
allegiance to Paul, Apollos, Cephas and Christ.  They 
all get a slap on the wrist from Paul for being 
divisive. They have all been baptized into the same 
Christ, so there can be only one loyalty – loyalty to 
Christ. “Can Christ be divided?” Surely not.  Christ is 
one; so must the various households of faith be one. 
Finally, Paul downgrades human wisdom when 
compared to the wisdom of the Cross which is the 
source of our salvation. 
 
PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL:  Matt 4:12-23 
 

As we listen to this first reading of the Gospel, let us 
listen with our minds for the content. 
 

A participant reads the Gospel,  
then all pause to reflect. 
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As we listen to this second reading of the Gospel, let 
us listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying to 
us.  Be aware of what draws us in and what part of 
the Gospel might be a challenge to embrace. You 
may want to underline or write down the word you 
hear. 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 4:12-23 
 
John’s imprisonment may have been Jesus’ signal to 
go public with his mission.  Matthew presents Jesus 
as the fulfillment of the first reading.  Jesus is a light 
for all to see and experience, including the Gentiles. 
To further emphasize this, Matthew locates Jesus’ 
ministry in Galilee, a region mainly occupied by 
Gentiles. 
 
Then we have Jesus’ call to repentance, which is a 
call for a new mind and heart, a new hearing and a 
new radical response to God’s Word.  The call of the 
first four apostles is a concrete example of 
individuals hearing God’s call and responding to it 
with total commitment.  Jesus says that the new role 
of his apostles will be to “catch people.” 
 
FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 
1. Turn to the person next to you and share what 
word/s or image/s in the readings caught your 
attention. Did they comfort or challenge you or touch 
you in some way?  
 

The facilitator can decide which is more helpful: to 
share the next questions with the whole group, or to 
share in smaller groups of three or four. 
 
2. The first reading speaks about a “new light” that 
will dispel the darkness. Name one concrete way you 
can bring God’s light into a dark situation. 
 
3. In the second reading, Paul addresses the issue of 
divisiveness in the Corinthian church. What are the 
causes of divisiveness in local parishes and in our 
larger church family? How should we respond to 
gossip, negativity and divisiveness? 
 
4. What do you need to leave behind in order to 
become a more committed disciple of Christ? 
 
5. Name one thing today’s Gospel says to us that we 
disciples of Jesus need to heed and act on. 
 
 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
Share with the person next to you one way you can 
act on this week’s readings. Suggestion: Be a 
reconciling presence where there is divisiveness. 
Whenever and wherever you find someone living in 
darkness (loneliness, grief, weak faith, poverty, etc.), 
be a Christ light to them. 
 
JOURNALING.  Having listened to God’s Word 
and listened to others’ reflections on it, take a quiet      
moment to reflect on what you are hearing God say 
to you. Your response will be what you bring to 
Eucharist on Sunday, asking Jesus to help you 
respond as he asks of you. When ready, jot down 
your reflections. 
 
PRAYING WITH THE WORD 
 
FACILITATOR: Let us now pause to see how 
something(s) said in the reading might lead us into 
shared prayer. Suggestion: Jesus, help me to see what 
I need to leave behind in order to become a more 
committed disciple of Christ. 
 
CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, 
PETITION AND INTERCESSION 
 
Facilitator: Let us now conclude with prayers of 
thanksgiving, petition and intercession. What are we 
grateful for?  For what and for whom do we wish to 
pray? 
 
CLOSING PRAYER (together) 
 

Generous God,  
 I want to believe that I will see  
 your bounty in the land of the living,  
 both in heaven and here on earth.  

Give me courage 
 not only to see your light 
 but also to become your light 
 that brings rejoicing, peace,  
 and hope to our world. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


