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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 6, 2020 B 

 

Facilitator:   Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God and ask him to 

help us to hear the Word he wants us to hear this week. 
 

Pause for a moment and then play a religious song. 
 

Opening prayer:  God, Giver of Life, you sent John the Baptist to prepare people for the coming of Jesus, our Savior.  

Open our minds and hearts so that we will be ready for his coming.  Help us to identify whatever it is that might be 

blocking us from recognizing Jesus’ presence and activity in our midst.  This we pray through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Response to last week’s Word: [Facilitator briefly recalls last week’s Gospel.] Let us spend a few minutes sharing 

how the Word we heard God speak to us last week has unfolded in our lives during the week. 
 

Facilitator reads focus statement:  In the First Reading and Gospel, people are called ‘to prepare a way for the Lord’ 

– a call to repentance.  In the Second Reading, Peter also calls his community to repentance as a way to prepare for 

the Lord’s return.   
 

Let us listen to God’s Word to hear what it is he wants to say to us in these readings today. As you hear a word, you 

may want to underline it or write it down to remember. 
 

Read the First Reading, the Psalm, and the Second Reading, pausing briefly after each one. 

 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
 

Last week’s First Reading was from “Third Isaiah.” 

This week’s reading is from “Second Isaiah” (chs. 40-

55) by the prophet who preached to the Israelites 

during their time in exile in Babylon. While in exile, 

the people most likely believed that God had forgotten 

them. They may have lost hope in God. The role of the 

prophet is to restore hope by announcing that their 

time of punishment is coming to an end. 
 

 Comfort, give comfort to my people  

says the Lord . . . 

her service is at an end 

her guilt is expiated . . .  
 

Using the imagery of the Exodus, the prophet paints a 

glorious picture of God’s intervention to save his 

people from slavery. The people will return in a 

glorious procession. 

 

In the second half of the Reading, the scene moves to 

Jerusalem, a city broken and depleted. Jerusalem is 

told to announce to the other cities of Judah the 

glorious event that is about to happen. The words 

“make straight a highway for the Lord” will be 

reiterated by John the Baptist to call his people to 

repentance. 

 

 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 85 
 

Just as in the First Reading, God announces his 

salvation.  God and his goodness are about to revisit 

his people. 

 

SECOND READING:  2Peter 3:8-14 
 

This Reading underlines the importance of a 

Christian’s moral rectitude as the proper disposition 

while they await the Lord’s coming. 
 

The awaited second coming of Jesus seems to be on 

hold. Why? Because, according to Peter, the Lord 

wants to give people more time to repent and prepare 

their lives for their ultimate encounter with God. Using 

apocalyptic imagery, the author describes the demise 

of the old order and the creation of a new one. The 

redemption gained by Jesus impacts not only people, 

but all of creation. Finally, Peter urges his fellow 

believers to live righteous and blameless lives. 

 
PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL:  Mark 1:1-8 
 

As we listen to this First Reading of the Gospel, let us 

listen with our minds for the content. 
 

A participant reads the Gospel,  

then all pause to reflect. 
 

As we listen to this Second Reading of the Gospel, let 

us listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying to us. 
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Be aware of what draws us in and what part of the 

Gospel might be a challenge to embrace. You may 

want to underline or write down the word you hear. 

 

GOSPEL:  Mark 1:1-8 
 

Every year on the Second and Third Sundays of 

Advent, we encounter John the Baptist calling people 

to prepare for the Messiah by repentance.  John is seen 

as the messenger whom Isaiah spoke about in the First 

Reading. As the people respond to John’s call to 

repentance, they are baptized with water—an outward 

sign of an interior cleansing occurring in their soul. 

Then John speaks of his subordinate role: “One 

mightier than me is about to come, One who will 

baptize them with the Holy Spirit.” John’s diet of 

locusts (grasshoppers) and honey would have 

reminded his audience of the two traditional symbols 

of judgment and comfort. Locusts are considered as 

instruments of divine judgment because of their fierce 

punishing power (Ex.10:4), whereas honey signifies 

peace, plenty and blessing.  For those who open their 

hearts to John, his message will bring the ‘honey’ of 

peace and joy.  On the other hand, those who refuse to 

receive the truth of his message will experience the 

devouring ‘locust’ of divine judgment. 

 

FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 
 

1.  Share with the group or person next to you what 

spoke to you most in the Gospel. With this first 

question try to refrain from commenting on what 

others said. Just share what spoke to you and then 

move on to the next person. 
 

2. “Comfort, give comfort to my people.”  Who in 

your life needs to hear words of comfort? 
 

3. Who has been a John the Baptist figure in your life, 

someone who pointed you to Jesus? 
 

4. What does ‘preparing a way for the Lord’ mean for 

you during this Advent Season? 
 

5.  Name one thing today’s Gospel says to us that we 

disciples of Jesus need to heed and act on. 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

Share with the person next to you one way you can act 

on this week’s readings. Suggestion: Ponder who may 

need a word of comfort in your life and offer it to them. 

 

 

 

JOURNALING  
 

Having listened to God’s Word and listened to others’ 

reflections on it, take a quiet moment to reflect on what 

you are hearing God say to you. Your response will be 

what you bring to Eucharist on Sunday, asking Jesus 

to help you respond as he asks of you. When ready, jot 

down your reflections. 

 

PRAYING WITH THE WORD 
 

Facilitator: Let us now pause to see how                  

something(s) said in the reading might lead us into 

shared prayer.  Suggestion: Comfort, give comfort to 

my people.  Lord, I thank you for the multitude of times 

you have comforted me.  Help me during this season 

of Advent to make a straight path for you to enter more 

fully into my life. 

 
CONCLUDING PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, 

PETITION AND INTERCESSION 

 

Facilitator:  What are you grateful for?  For what and 

for whom do you wish to pray? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER (Together) 

 

Caring and loving God,  

you sent Isaiah to comfort 

a people who had lost hope. 

Help us to be signs of hope  

for all we meet this week.  

This we pray through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


