
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER - DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

April 11, 2021 B 

 

Facilitator:   Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God and ask 

him to help us to hear the Word he wants us to hear this week. 

 

Pause for a moment and then play a religious song. 

 

Opening prayer:  Risen Christ, we gather in your name to celebrate your victory over sin and death. As 

you breathed your Spirit on those gathered in the Upper Room, breathe your Spirit on us so that we may 

recognize your presence in our midst and come to know you in the breaking open of your Word.  Amen. 

 

Response to last week’s Word: [Facilitator briefly recalls last week’s Gospel.] Let us spend a few minutes 

sharing how the Word we heard God speak to us last week has unfolded in our lives during the week. 

 

Facilitator reads focus statement: The readings during the Easter Season speak to us about the impact of 

the Resurrection on the lives of believers and unbelievers.  In this week’s readings, we hear how new life 

in Christ brings about unity and sharing (first reading), love of each other (second reading), and freedom 

from fear, guilt and disbelief (Gospel). The second Sunday of Easter is also Divine Mercy Sunday when 

we celebrate the wonderful mercy of God—popularized in recent times by St. Faustina Kowalska, a 

Polish nun who had apparitions of Jesus manifesting his mercy for humanity. 

Let us listen to God’s Word to hear what it is he wants to say to us in these readings today.  As you hear a 

word, you may want to underline it or write it down to remember. 

 

Read the First Reading, the Psalm, and the Second Reading, pausing briefly after each one. 

 

FIRST READING:  Acts 4:32-35 
During the Easter season, the first reading is always from the Acts of the Apostles, sometimes called the 

Gospel of the Holy Spirit or the first History of the Church. The first readings from Acts during this season 

illuminate for us the mystery of the Church as it developed from its beginnings after Pentecost Sunday. On 

the second Sunday of Easter each year, the lectionary places before us one of three very similar summary 

statements of the life of the early Christian community. The statements are most likely an idealized portrayal 

of the first community of believers. 

 

This week’s reading speaks about the unity and spirit of sharing which characterized the early believers: 

“They were of one heart and mind… they shared all things in common…. and not one was needy amongst 

them.” 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 118 

This psalm expresses thanksgiving for deliverance. In this Sunday’s liturgy, this thanksgiving is applied to 

Christ who was delivered from death. 

 

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6 

The second readings during the B cycle are always taken from the First Letter of John, an epistle written 

towards the end of the first century to a church undergoing traumatic internal struggle around the questions 

of right faith and right behavior. At issue was a proper understanding of the person of Jesus and his role in 

salvation, as well as a commitment to communal living according to the demands of Christian fellowship. 

The author insists that true faith recognizes Jesus as the incarnate Son of God and that right behavior is 



reflected in the mutual love among community members. When we are “begotten by God,” we hold fast to 

this faith and “testify” to the truth by a life in which “we love the children of God.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL 

As we listen to this first reading of the Gospel, let us listen with our minds for the content. 

 

A participant reads the Gospel,  

then all pause to reflect. 

 

As we listen to this second reading of the Gospel, let us listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying to us. 

Be aware of what draws us in and what part of the Gospel might be a challenge to embrace. You may want 

to underline or write down the word you hear. 

 

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31  

During the Easter season in all three cycles, the Gospel readings are from John, with a few exceptions. This 

week’s Gospel is a story of mission, forgiveness, peace and faith. It is also sometimes called “John’s 

Pentecost” because in it, Jesus imparts his Holy Spirit to those present. In the first scene, Jesus comes to a 

group of fear-filled, guilt-ridden and depressed disciples. He stands in their midst and offers them four gifts: 

peace, joy, the Holy Spirit and the power to forgive sins. 

 

Because they have abandoned Jesus in his hour of need, the Apostles most likely feel a great need for 

“shalom,” i.e., God’s peace and reconciliation. The joy at seeing Jesus replaces the depression caused by 

his absence. The gift of the Holy Spirit empowers the Apostles to go forth and preach the Good News, 

casting aside all fear. The power to forgive sins enables them to impart to others the saving power of Jesus. 

In time, this text would be looked upon as the Church’s basis for the sacrament of Reconciliation. Sins 

would be “retained” or not forgiven if people were not truly sorry for them or were unwilling to embrace 

Jesus’ teachings. 

 

By sharing with the disciples his wounds (“He showed them his hands and side”), Jesus is showing them 

that it is really he and not some ghost. He is also teaching them that there is no Easter glory without Good 

Friday pain. Jesus may be imparting to us that community is built when the participants learn to share their 

wounds. 

 

In the second appearance, Thomas, who expressed disbelief in Jesus’ Resurrection, is present when Jesus 

tells him to place his hands in his wounds. He accepts Thomas where he is at and invites him to faith. 

Thomas makes a wonderful profession of faith in Jesus: “My Lord and my God.”  Jesus says, “Good, 

Thomas, you believe because you have seen.  A time is coming when people will be called to believe without 

seeing.” The “doubting Thomas” story is also important for all those in future generations who would 

struggle with faith questions. Thomas represents all those called to believe without seeing. Thomas would 

be their “patron saint.” 

 

FAITH SHARING QUESTIONS 

1.Share with the group or person next to you what spoke to you most in the Gospel. With this first question, 

try to refrain from commenting on what others said. Just share what spoke to you and then move on to the 

next person. 

2. “The community of believers were of one heart and one mind.” What facilitates this oneness in families 

and parishes, and what hurts it? 

3. Every saint and good and faithful Christians have been plagued with doubts about their Christian beliefs. 

Have you ever experienced doubt about your faith?  If so, in what way and what helped you deal with your 

doubts? 



4. Jesus brought shalom, peace and mercy to the disciples. How does your relationship with Jesus bring 

peace to your life? 

5. In today’s Gospel, Jesus gives his disciples (his church) the power to forgive sins. Over the years has the 

sacrament of reconciliation played a role in your spiritual life? If so, how? 

6. Name 1 thing today’s Gospel says to us that we disciples of Jesus need to heed/ act on. 

 

JOURNALING  

Having listened to God’s Word and listened to others’ reflections on it, take a quiet moment to reflect on 

what you are hearing God say to you. Your response will be what you bring to Eucharist on Sunday, asking 

Jesus to help you respond as he asks of you. When ready, jot down your reflections. 

 

PRAYING WITH THE WORD 
Facilitator: Let us now pause to see how something(s) said in the reading might lead us into shared prayer. 

Suggestion: Jesus, as I ponder your forgiveness of the disciples who deserted you in your suffering, I think 

of the many times I too have deserted you in the many sufferings in our midst. Please forgive me as you 

forgive others as you forgive me and grant us your peace.  

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
Share with the person next to you one way you can act on this week’s readings. Suggestion:  Be aware this 

week of what you can do to build community in your home, workplace, neighborhood, parish and place of 

recreation. If you live with other people, call a family meeting.  Make a list of what works well in your 

family. Ask each member to name one way he/she can contribute to a greater family harmony. 

 

CONCLUDING PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING, PETITION AND INTERCESSION 

Facilitator:  What are we grateful for?  For what and for whom do we need to pray? Pray for parishes and 

families who experience division. Pray for people who often are plagued with religious doubts. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER (Together) 

Prayer for God’s Mercy 

Almighty Lord God,  

Your glory cannot be approached, 

Your compassion knows no bounds, 

Your love for all mankind  

is beyond human expression. 

In your mercy look on us  

and on all your people; 

Do not leave us to our sins, 

But deal with us according  

to your goodness. 

Guide us to the haven of your will, 

And make us truly obedient  

to your commandments,  

so that we may 

not feel ashamed when we come 

 before your judgment seat. 

For you, God, are good and ever-loving. 

We glorify you, Father, Son,  

and Holy Spirit, 

Now and forever, to the ages of ages. Amen. 

 

From Treasury of Prayers by Father Eamon Tobin  


