
Gospel and Father Eamon’s Commentary for 1st Sunday of Lent February 21, 2021  

 

Opening prayer: (Take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God 

and ask him to help us to hear the Word he wants us to hear this week.) 

     Creator God, you formed the first man and woman from the clay of the earth and breathed into 

them the Spirit of Life, but they turned from you and sinned.  We have also turned from you and 

your ways.  During this Lenten season of prayer, fasting and almsgiving, you call us back to you 

and to repent of our sins.  Be with us when we face temptations.  Give us the strength we need to 

remain faithful to you. This we pray through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Gospel: Mark 1:12-15 (Let us listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying to us.) 

 
The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert, and he remained in the desert for forty days, 
tempted by Satan. He was among wild beasts, and the angels ministered to him. After John 
had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God: “This is the time of 
fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” 
 

Commentary: 

Today’s Gospel reading begins with Mark’s account of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. Unlike 

Matthew’s or Luke’s accounts, both of which detail the specific temptations that Jesus 

experienced, Mark tells us only that the “Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert, and he remained 

in the desert for forty days, tempted by Satan.  He was among wild beasts, and the angels 

ministered to him.” 

The reference to “wild beasts” is intended to communicate the savage nature of the temptations. 

“Angels ministering” to Jesus is a reminder of how the angel has visited Elijah in his time of trial, 

bringing him bread and water. It is possible that Mark is seeking to convey to his community that 

in times of trial and testing, Jesus will also be present to sustain them. 

After his time in the desert is completed, Jesus begins his public ministry. His first words are: 

“This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and believe in the Gospel.” 

Jesus’ pronouncement of “the time of fulfillment” signifies that Israel’s long time of waiting for a 

decisive entrance by God on their behalf has come. Many people believe that the Messiah will be 

another David-like warrior who will drive out the Romans. But as they will find out soon, Jesus 

will be a peaceful Messiah. Not only that, but for one to avail of all that he brings, one will need 

to repent and embrace the Gospel that he preaches. 

 

Questions: 
1. What word or phrase spoke to you most in the Gospel?  

2. What’s happening in your life right now that that word or phrase touched you? 

3.  Name one thing today’s Gospel says to us that we disciples of Jesus need to heed and act on? 

 

Closing Prayer: “May God’s Word grow strong in our hearts. Amen.”  Father Eamon Tobin 


