
Gospel and Father Eamon’s Commentary for 3rd Sunday of Lent March 7, 2021  
 

Opening prayer: (Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God and 

ask him to help us to hear the Word he wants us to hear this week.) 

     Blessed are you, God of the Covenant. You formed Israel as your covenant people. You invite us into a 

new covenant of love in your Son. Help us to live always in accord with your will. This we pray through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Gospel: John 2:13-25  (Let us listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying to us.)  
Since the Passover of the Jews was near, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. He found in the temple 
area those who sold oxen, sheep, and doves, as well as the money changers seated there. 
He made a whip out of cords and drove them all out of the temple area, with the sheep and 
oxen, and spilled the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables, and to those 
who sold doves he said, “Take these out of here, and stop making my Father’s house a 
marketplace.” His disciples recalled the words of Scripture, Zeal for your house will consume 
me. At this the Jews answered and said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?”  
Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.” The 
Jews said, “This temple has been under construction for forty -six years, and you will raise it up 
in three days?” But he was speaking about the temple of his body. Therefore, when he was 
raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they came to believe 
the Scripture and the word Jesus had spoken. While he was in Jerusalem for the feast of 
Passover, many began to believe in his name when they saw the signs he was doing. But Jesus 
would not trust himself to them because he knew them all,  and did not need anyone to testify 
about human nature. He himself understood it well. 

Commentary: 
The Gospel for the next three Sundays will be from John. Many of John’s stories have two levels of 

meaning which we will come back to later. Commenting on this Sunday’s Gospel, Fr. Flor McCarthy, 

SDB, writes:  Jesus’ action in cleansing the temple was a protest against the commercialization of 

religion and the desecration of the Temple. But it went deeper. It was a symbolic action, in the fashion of 

an Old Testament prophet (see Jer 7:11; Mal 3.1), through which he passed judgement on the Jewish 

sacrificial system. He was declaring that temple worship, with its ritual and animal sacrifices, was 

irrelevant and could do nothing to bring people to God. He was replacing sacrificial worship with 

spiritual worship. 

     He was also protesting at the way religion had become narrow, nationalistic, and exclusive. Israel had 

failed to fulfil her universal mission to humankind. It was God’s intention that the Temple should be a house 

of prayer ‘for all nations.’ But the Temple remained the jealously guarded preserve of Israel. No Gentile 

dared venture, under threat of penalty and death, beyond what was known as the ‘court of the Gentiles.’ 

Jesus declared that salvation was not just for the Jews, but for all peoples.” 

Above, we said that many of John’s stories have two levels of meaning, a literal meaning and a deeper 

meaning. The literal or historical meaning is about the Jewish temple which had been destroyed for many 

years when John was writing his Gospel. On a deeper level, John is referring to the temple of Jesus’ body 

which will be resurrected and become the new focus of his followers’ worship life. 

Questions; 

1. What word or phrase spoke to you most in the Gospel?  

2. What’s happening in your life right now that that word or phrase touched you? 

3.  Name one thing today’s Gospel says to us that we disciples of Jesus need to heed and act on? 

 

Closing Prayer: “May God’s Word grow strong in our hearts. Amen.”   Father Eamon Tobin 


