
Gospel and Father Eamon’s Commentary for All Ages 

Second Sunday of Lent February 28, 2021 

 
Opening prayer:  (Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence 

of God and ask him to help us to hear the Word he wants us to hear this week.) 
 

 

         God, our Father, you have chosen us to be your sons and daughters. You cherish us as you 

cherish your beloved Son Jesus. Though we do not deserve it, we rejoice in your love. Help us to 

trust in that love and to find more ways to share your love with others.  We ask this through Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 
 

Gospel:  Mark 9:2-10 (Let us listen with our hearts to what Jesus is saying to us.) 

 

Jesus took Peter, James, and John and led them up a high mountain apart by 
themselves. 
And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as 
no fuller on earth could bleach them. Then Elijah appeared to them along with Moses,   
and they were conversing with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus in reply,  “Rabbi, it is 
good that we are here! Let us make three tents: one for you, one for Moses, and one 
for Elijah.” 
He hardly knew what to say, they were so terrified. Then a cloud came, casting a 
shadow over them; from the cloud came a voice, “This is my beloved Son.  Listen to 
him.” 
Suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone but Jesus alone with them. As 
they were coming down from the mountain, he charged them not to relate what they 
had seen to anyone, except when the Son of Man had risen from the dead. So they 
kept the matter to themselves, questioning what rising from the dead meant. 

 

In this mystical and awe-filled event, Jesus and his three apostles experience the glory of God. The 

references to Jesus’ face “dazzling as the sun” and his clothes “radiant as light” remind us of the stories 

of the Old Testament. The presence of Moses and Elijah symbolizes “the Law” (given to Moses) and “the 

Prophets” (like Elijah) who taught us the ways of God. In Jesus, both come together to show us this is how 

we are to be. The response of the apostles is one of incredible joy and awe. They do not want to leave: “Let 

us make three tents.” Spiritual theologians tell us that the “experience of the holy” can cause us to be 

overjoyed and overwhelmed at the same time. The heavenly voice tells the apostles to listen to Jesus for he 

is God’s chosen one. In the dark days ahead, this mountaintop experience will sustain both Jesus and the 

apostles. Remember the words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the night before he died: “We have some 

difficult days ahead. But it doesn’t matter now. Because I have been to the mountaintop … mine eyes have 

seen the glory of the Lord.” 

 

Questions: 

1. What word or phrase stuck out to you in the gospel? 

2. How do you think that word or phrase relates to what is happening in your life right now? 

3. Is Jesus asking you to change something to be a better person or do something to help someone 

else? 

Closing prayer: “May your Word grow strong in our hearts. Amen.” Father Eamon Tobin 


