
THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
August 15, 2021 B 

 
Facilitator: Let us take a minute to consciously acknowledge that we are in the presence of God 

and ask him to help us to hear the Word he wants us to hear this week. 

 

Pause for a moment and then play a religious song. 

 

Opening prayer:   Loving Father, thank you for gathering us together to prepare for the special 

feast of Mary. In your divine plan, she who bore your Son in her womb was raised body and soul 

in glory to be with him in heaven. May we follow Mary’s example of obedient love and one day 

find ourselves joining her in heaven. This we pray through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Response to last week’s Word: (Facilitator briefly recalls last week’s Gospel.) Let us spend a few 

minutes sharing how the Word we heard God speak to us last week has unfolded in our lives during 

the week. 

 

Facilitator reads focus statement:   When the feast of the Assumption of Mary into heaven falls 

on a Sunday, it replaces the Sunday in Ordinary Time that we normally celebrate on that day. The 

belief about Mary’s Assumption has no direct witness in Sacred Scripture, but it has a long and 

strong claim in Christian tradition. The doctrine of the Assumption was defined as a dogma of the 

church in 1950. The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes Mary’s Assumption as “a 

singular participation in her Son’s Resurrection and an anticipation of the resurrection of other 

Christians” (#966). Mary has gone to where we hope to go and intercedes for us before the throne 

of God. Our Church would say that it was fitting that the body of her, who was free of all sin, 

including original sin, should not suffer decay. Hence, “when Mary’s life here on earth was 

finished, she was taken body and soul into heavenly glory and exalted by the Lord, as the Queen 

of all things so that she might be more fully conformed to her Son, the Lord of Lords and conqueror 

of sin and death” (Pope Pius XII, 1950). 
 

Let us listen to God’s Word to hear what it is he wants to say to us in these readings today. As you 

hear a word, you may want to underline it or write it down to remember.Here is the link to the 

readings: https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/081521-Day.cfm 

Read the First Reading, the Psalm, and the Second Reading, pausing briefly after each one.  

 

FIRST READING:  Revelation 11:19, 12:1-6, 10 

The Book of Revelation was written to bring hope and consolation to a Christian community 

experiencing persecution for their faith in Jesus. “Its exotic language and imagery were a 

deliberate attempt to hide from the uninitiated the full meaning of its teaching. The section read 

today starts with a vision of the Ark of the Covenant in heaven, and then shifts immediately to a 

woman “clothed with the sun.” The ark, kept in the holy of holies of the Temple, had been lost 

when Jerusalem was destroyed in 587 BC. As a symbol of God’s abiding presence, it is replaced 

here by the woman, who gives birth to a child who is acclaimed God’s “Anointed One.” The 

imagery of a dragon attempt-ting to snatch the child at its birth is borrowed from the Greek myth 

of Apollo, pursued by Python but rescued by Zeus. For the Roman authorities persecuting the 

Christian community, these visions are no more remarkable than their own myths of the gods. For 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/081521-Day.cfm


the Christian reader, this was a coded tale of God’s ultimate triumph over the demonic forces at 

work in the world, especially the forces of the Roman state that were persecuting the Christian 

community. The woman in labor may be Israel, giving birth to the Messiah, or perhaps Mary, the 

Messiah’s physical mother, or even Holy Mother Church, giving birth to offspring that form the 

Body of Christ. (Foundations in the Faith, Cycle C) 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 45 

The responsorial psalm, originally composed for a royal wedding, becomes in the context of 

today’s liturgy, a song about the royal nuptials between Christ and his bride, the Church. 

 

SECOND READING:  1Corinthians 15:20-27 

In this portion of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, he proclaims his faith in resurrection; something 

this fledgling community had difficulty accepting. He calls the Risen Lord “the firstfruits of those 

who have fallen asleep.” Produce gathered first in the harvest is assurance of the rich bounty yet 

to come. Paul applies this symbolism to Jesus. His Resurrect-ion from the dead is assurance that 

“all those who belong to him” will also rise from the dead. 

Paul also makes a connection between Jesus and Adam. The first man was the ancestor of all 

mortals in the world of time. But through Jesus, all are reborn to eternal life. At the conclusion of 

the reading, Paul assures the Corinthians of their ultimate victory in Christ. In the present age, the 

kingdom that Jesus initiated must contend with the kingdoms of the world that resist the message 

of the Gospel. But at the end of time, the kingdom of heaven will prevail and Jesus will hand it 

over to the Father. 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL 

As we listen to this first reading of the Gospel, let us listen with our minds for the content. 

A participant reads the Gospel, 

then all pause to reflect.  

As we listen to this second reading of the Gospel, let us listen with our hearts to what Jesus is 

saying to us. Be aware of what draws us in and what part of the Gospel might be a challenge to 

embrace. You may want to underline or write down the word you hear. 

 

GOSPEL:  Luke 1:39-56 

Today’s Gospel tells us the story of Mary’s visit to her cousin, Elizabeth, and her hymn of 

thanksgiving to God, The Magnificat. 

When Mary greets Elizabeth, the New Age greets the Old Age. John the Baptist, the last prophet 

of the Old Testament, leaps for joy at the arrival of Jesus, who will transform the world with his 

proclamation of the Gospel. Elizabeth speaks in “a loud voice” because she speaks for all who 

have waited for this day. 

Mary’s hymn of thanksgiving celebrates what God does for her and what God does for the world. 

Mary is so graced by God that the world will always address her as “blessed.” The world will be 

transformed by the presence of Jesus within it. The kingdoms of the world, with their self-serving 

interests, will ultimately yield to the kingdom of heaven. Humanity, free from the illusions of the 

powerful, will be able to embrace the truth of the Gospel. 

 
FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS 



1. Share with the group or person next to you what spoke to you most in the Gospel. With this first 

question, try to refrain from commenting on what others said. Just share what spoke to you and then move 

on to the next person.  

2. Do you have a devotion to Mary?  If so, what form does it take? 

3. What message does Mary have for women today? 

4. Do beliefs like the Assumption of Mary (not mentioned in the bible) ever cause you problems 

with your Protestant friends and co-workers who do not share most of our beliefs about Mary? 

5. Pray The Magnificat out loud together then reflect what you can do to help all pregnancies be 

met with such joy. 

6. Name one thing today’s Gospel says to us that we disciples of Jesus need to heed/act on.  

 

JOURNALING  

Having listened to God’s Word and listened to others’ reflections on it, take a quiet moment to 

reflect on what you are hearing God say to you. Your response will be what you bring to Eucharist 

on Sunday, asking Jesus to help you respond as he asks of you. When ready, jot down your 

reflections.  

PRAYING WITH THE WORD 

Let us now pause to see how something(s) said in the reading might lead us into shared prayer. 

Suggestion: Jesus, help me to witness to the profound joy of all pregnancies - especially the 

unplanned, inconvenient and/or unwanted – all are your miracle and mighty work. 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
Name one way you can act on today’s readings. Suggestions: Pray a decade of the rosary for all 

who are dying at this time. Pray the second Joyful Mystery, the Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth, 

for all pregnant women. Send a donation to a local Crisis Pregnancy Center. If there is an abortion 

clinic in your area, pray for its closure. 

CONCLUDING WITH PRAYERS OF PETITION, THANKSGIVING AND 

INTERCESSION 

Facilitator: What are we grateful for? For what and for whom to we need to pray? Suggestion: 

Pray for some of the above-mentioned intercessions.  

 

CLOSING PRAYER (TOGETHER) 

Prayer to our Blessed Mother 

Mary, Mother of Jesus and Mother of Mercy,  

since Jesus from the Cross gave you to me, 

I take you as my own. 

And since Jesus gave me to you, take me as your own. 

Make me docile like Jesus on the Cross, 

Obedient to the Father, trusting in humility and in love. 

Mary, my Mother, in imitation of the Father who gave his Son to you,  

I too give my all to you; to you I entrust all that I am,  

All that I have and all that I do. 

Help me to surrender ever more fully to the Spirit. 

Lead me deeper into the Mystery of the Cross, and the fullness of Church. 

As you formed the heart of Jesus by the Spirit,  

form my heart to be the throne of Jesus in his glorious coming.  

Amen. 
From Treasury of Prayers by Father Eamon Tobin 


